Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 22
SEMINAR QUESTIONS and conversation starters
· What is postmodernism and what is postmodernity? 

· In what respects, if any, is Making of the Modern World a postmodern Module? 

· Can the World Wide Web be seen as fostering a postmodern history? 

· To what extent has European modernity been rooted in colonialism? You may discuss notions of capitalist development, evolutionary theory, racism, socialism theory etc. in this respect. 

· Suggest some ways in which historians may go about ‘provincializing Europe.’

Exploring the Readings:
M. Jay, ‘From Modernism to Post-Modernism’
· How do post-modernists define ‘modern’? What is (and is not) characteristic of it? (e.g. fragmentation, the inclusion of the taboo, etc)? 

· Why did ‘Modernism’ take off and what brought it back to earth? How did we get from ‘less is more’ to ‘less is a bore’ (p.269)
· Post modernism as rooted in the idea of a palimpsest, an elevation of content over form. So how does this apply in historiography? What is its relationship to feminism, multiculturalism, postcolonialism etc?
· Traits of the post-modern: impurity; recycling, lack of narrative, blurring of natural and artificial, art and commodity, devaluation of ‘uniqueness’
M. Poster, ‘Textual agents: History at "The End of History”’[image: image1.png]


, 
· How does Posner suggest that history should change, in terms of its methodologies and the topics that are at its centre, or in the academic ‘mainstream’ now that we are at ‘the end of history’?
Dipesh Chakrabarty, ‘Postcoloniality and the Artifice of History: Who Speaks for “Indian” Pasts?’
· Is all academic history still really European history? What did Chakrabarty mean by that claim? What is ‘asymetric ignorance’
· Can the subaltern speak? In other words, does Chakrabarty present a vision of a non-Eurocentric history?
Readings for next week: NONE!! Instead:
	Theme/Topic for potential exam question
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