To do:

Take Attendance;

Discuss preferred essay due dates (week 9, term 1 and week 8 term two, week 2 term 3?)
Discuss projects: what they are, when they get done, when they are to be done in seminar. Tell them to look at their calendars so that they know when they want to do their presentations BY WEEK %.
Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 3

SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· In what ways, if any, did the French Revolution mark a decisive moment in the making of the modern age? 

· Was the Terror an inevitable part of the French Revolutionary process? 

· To what extent was 'globalization' a reality in the late eighteenth century? 

· In terms of ‘revolution’ what did the United States and Haiti have in common? 

· In terms of ‘rights’ what did slaves and women have in common?

Exploring the readings

The primary sources:


Declaration of the Rights of Man
American Declaration of Independence  What were the colonists so mad about? Was the US declaration of independence ‘progressive’? ‘Revolutionary’? Was it ‘Enlightened’ or ‘enlightening’? Did it rely on ‘Reason’ or reasoning? What were the main objections to British rule?
Declaration of the Rights of Women Why were ‘the rights of women’ to be so focused on the material? What does this say about the status both of women and of wealth in pre- and revolutionary France/ And why did de Gouges end her life on the scaffold?
1805 Haitian Constitution Was the Haitian constitution ‘progressive’? ‘Revolutionary’? Was it ‘Enlightened’ or ‘enlightening’? Did it rely on ‘Reason’ or reasoning? Were Haitian women to be citizens?
Skills: How should you tackle any primary source?

Reading a Primary Textual Source:
Like historians, politicians, and journalists, historical actors also make arguments and have distinctive perspectives on (and biases towards) the material they report. You should always ask yourself:

· When was the document or text written? What is its specific historical context?

· Who is the author? Where does the author come from? What class does the author belong to? What is the author’s educational background? Race? Sex? Religion? In what social circles did the author move? You may not be able to answer all these questions, but the more you know about the author or authors the better able you will be to fully appreciate the source.

· If the source relies on descriptions or descriptive narrative, is the author writing about personal experiences, or events witnessed first-hand? Or is the author discussing the work, experiences, and observations of others? If the piece does NOT make an argument based on description or narrative, what is the basis of the author’s argument?
· Why did the author write (and/or publish) this piece -- and where? What could the author gain from doing this work?

· Who did the author intend to read this piece -- in other words, what audience is the author talking to? This about whether the document was published or not: how many people COULD have read or otherwise accessed  the document? How can you determine how many people DID consume the document (at least to within an order of magnitude)?
· What is the point? What is the ‘take-home-message’ of the text?

In other words, you want to cover ‘who, what, when, where, why, and how’ – but in a pretty sophisticated way. Remember that what the author leaves out is as revealing as what the author includes!
.

SO: What are the answers for Declaration of the Rights of Man – and what do we get out of knowing them?
Who: 

authors=  National Constituent Assembly of France, but principally 

 audiences = the DRM was short enough to be printed on a single page – it was VERY widely available across France, and rapidly translated and disseminated internationally as well. Its explicitly intended audience included the King (whose absolute powers the Declaration was to constrain): Louis XVI, however, only assented under popular pressure in October.
populations excluded = women (not explicitly granted these rights until 1946),  non-whites

What:  all citizens are equal and all are equally subject to the SAME laws.
When: DRM was debated (26-27 August, 1789)  only 6 weeks after the storming of the Bastille, and circa three weeks after the Assembly had abolished feudalism. It was written after  -- and very much in awareness of – the American Declaration of Independence and US Constitution and Bill of Rights.
Where:  Paris  – urban centre, flashpoint of the riots, home of the Sansculottes and proto-proletariate, but also home to the courtiers; also, in the National Assembly which grew from the return of the Estates Generales…
How: Combination of debate and authorship (Marquis De Lafayette)
The secondary sources:
A note on reading secondary sources:

When you read a historical article or book, you should always be aware that you are NOT just reading for content. Of course, you want to learn about the ostensible subject of the book, whether it is medical institutions in nineteenth-century India, or the reign of Henry the VIII, or the military technology of WWII. You should be able to pull out important facts and you should certainly have a sense of the chronology, the order of events and processes described, by the time you are done reading. However, you also need to be aware of the author’s aims and arguments. 

Ask yourself questions like:

· Why is the author telling this story in this way? 

· What has been included and what has been left out? 

· Whose voices or stories dominate this view of the historical past: workers? Elites? Professionals? Patients? Displaced people? Women/men?

· What is the author (as opposed to the historical actors, e.g. nineteenth-century healthcare workers, Henry VIII, or military strategists in WWII) claiming about past events -- what MEANING, in other words, is the author drawing from the evidence contained in the article? 

· Do you think that these claims are backed up by the evidence presented?

· What techniques does the author use to interpret historical events? Do you see any overarching ideas or interpretative strategies (e.g. Marxism, relativism, feminism) playing a role in the story the author is presenting? 

You should be able to summarize the author’s argument in three or four sentences, once you have answered these questions for yourself.
Raymond Williams: How (and why) do revolts become revolutions? Are peasants always revolting (or only until they win)? Is ‘revolution’ a positive, negative, or neutral descriptor?
Eric Hobsbawm: Hobsbawm considered the French revolution to be the ‘political’ one of his two revolutionary volcanoes. Why? Was its course inevitable?

C.A. Bayly: What are the characteristics of  ‘modernity’ for Bayly? What role(s) did consumers play in its inception?
Readings and questions for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) Responsible
	Questions

	Joel Mokyr, ‘The Industrial Revolution’ in Oxford Encyclopaedia of Economic History, vol. 3, pp. 49-56.
	
	What are the defining features of the Industrial Revolution? When did it start and end, and how have you chosen these endpoints? (Why do you think historians so often differ on this question?)

	Stanley L. Engerman and Patrick K. O’Brien, ‘
The Industrial Revolution in Global Perspective’
 in R.C. Floud and Paul Johnson, The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain (2004), Vol. 1, pp. 451-464
	
	How ‘global’ was the Industrial Revolution? In what ways was the IR ‘global’ and in what ways was it local?

	Maxine Berg, ‘In Pursuit of Luxury: Global History and Britsh Consumer Goods in the Eighteenth Century’, Past and Present 182 (Feb. 2004 ), pp. 85-142. [JSTOR]
	
	How did the pursuit of luxury influence globalization and the Industrial Revolution?

	Maxine Berg, 
Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century Britain
 (2005), chap. 2.
	
	How did the exports of China and India both shape AND reflect European perceptions of those cultures? Were the producing nations active or passive in this cultural exchange? Did they lack a ‘growth ethic’?

	Maxine Berg, ‘Consumption in eighteenth and early nineteenth century Britain’, in R.C. Floud and Paul Johnson, The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain, (2004), Vol. 1, pp. 357-387.
	
	Did the nature of consumption Britain change from the 18th to the 19th century? Who consumed what, and when? What difference did consumption (and consumers) make to the history of this period?

	C.H. Feinstein, ‘Pessimism Perpetuated’, Journal of Economic History, Vol. 58, September 1998, No. 3, pp. 625-651. [JSTOR]
	
	What effects did the Industrial revolution have on the lives of men and women? How were these effects related to ‘real earnings’ – and what are ‘real earnings’, anyway?

	Pat Hudson, ‘Industrial Organization and Structure,’ in R.C. Floud and Paul Johnson, The Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain, (2004), Vol. 1, pp. 28-56.
	
	How did the structures and organizational  patterns characteristic of the industrial revolution emerge? What were they? What were their impacts?


Weeks/Topics for Group Presentations: Only ONE group may present per week
	11
	Ideologies & States (4): The Wider World
	1: Imperialism DA

2: Globalisation DA

	12
	War, Violence, & Modernity (1): Faces of War 
	1: Modernising War CH

2: The Social Costs & Scars of Modern War CH

	13
	War, Violence & Modernity (2): Civil Violence 
	1: Terrorism and Revolutionary Violence CR

2: Terror, Genocide & Massacre in the 20th Century CM

	14
	The Challenge to Positivism 
	1: Freud, Nietzsche & the Challenge to Positivism CS

2: Modernism CS

	15
	Faith and Modernity 
	1: The Secularisation of the Modern World CR

2: Religious Responses to Modernity CR

	17
	Identities (1) 
	1: Class RM

2: Gender SR

	18
	Identities (2) 
	1: Manufacturing 'Modern' Citizens: Nationalism & Identity in China Identities CH

2: Race TL

	19
	The Formation of Modern Mass Culture 
	1: The 'Incorporation of America' JS

2: Modernism, Mass Culture and the Middlebrow JS

	20
	Cold War, Globalisation & the Rise of U.S. Hegemony 
	1: From Yalta to Vietnam AR

2: 1989 and After ML

	22
	The Sixties 
	1: Nonconformists Prepare the Terrain GRH

2: Political Revolt GRH

	23
	Postmodernism - And After? 
	1: Postmodernism and Postmodernity CS

2: Postcolonialism & the Provincializing of Europe


