MMW Seminar Week 4

Essay Due Dates: Week 5 Term 1; Week 7 Term 2; Week 3, Term 3

Seminar Questions from your handbook

· Why did the Industrial Revolution take place in Europe and not in Asia? 

· Is it possible to gauge ‘the quality of life’ of past societies? 

· What contribution did industrialisation make to the establishment of European hegemony after the 18th century? 

Points to consider from your readings/lectures
· How should we assess and understand ‘theories of history’? What information do we need to make sense of different and changing interpretations of historical events and phenomena (e.g. the French Revolution, the Industrial Revolution)?

· What was the role of China and India in the Industrial Revolution? Why are there so many different historical answers to this question? Do ‘coal and the colonies’ adequately explain the differences between development in Asia and Europe from the 18th c. onwards?

· Why are there ‘optimists’ and ‘pessimists’ about the impact of the Industrial Revolution on working class standards of living?

· Are we still engaged in an ‘Industrious Revolution’?

SKILL: 

This week we are focusing on the role of quantification in historical analysis. So where do historians get quantitative data from? What questions can ‘numbers’ answer, and what questions are ill-suited to quantitative analysis? Does ‘history by the numbers’ change our perceptions of he Industrial revolution, or merely confirm our hunches? Is quantitative history more or less accurate than qualitative studies?

	Reading
	Student(s) Responsible
	Relevant questions

	R. Williams, Keywords, 'development', 'western'
	
	What is developed in ‘development’

Are ‘western’ and ‘modern’ synonymous?

	D. Arnold, 
Famine: Social Crisis and Historical Change
 (1988), ch. 2
	
	What has caused famine in India?

What is the relationship, if any, between the expansion of a global capitalist economy and Third World poverty?

	P. Sainath, Everybody Loves a Good Drought (1996), pp. 317-24, 339-46, 367-70
	
	Whose ‘stories’ are being told here? And through what forms of evidence?
What has caused famine in India? 



	A. Sen, 
Poverty and Famines
 (1981), ch. 1, pp. 1-8
	
	What has caused famine in India?

What is the relationship, if any, between the expansion of a global capitalist economy and Third World poverty?


