Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 5
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· What has caused famine in India? 

· What is the relationship, if any, between the expansion of a global capitalist economy and Third World poverty?
ALL STUDENTS: Think about SKILLS: ‘Using quantitative measures, analyse levels of wealth in any ONE past society.’ How would you do this for Britain? India? Pre-Columbian Americas?
Exploring the readings: 

[NB: Remember to find out who these authors are…]
Raymond Williams
Do ideas and models of ‘development’ still echo those of ‘evolution’? If so, what does this suggest about western views of the ‘developing world’?

Is ‘development’ necessarily either ‘modern’, or ‘western’? 

When did ‘western’ lose its geographical way, and why? Compare to ‘Oriental’…
Amartya Sen
How does Sen break down the relationship between food, ownership,  and famine? What does it do for us to think about food/famine in this way?

Key words: ‘entitlement relations’;  ‘exchange entitlement’
David Arnold
Why isn’t climate enough of an explanation for famine? And when did people begin to see famine as a societal, rather than a climactic problem? What evidence have historians typically used to address this question?
Palagummi  Sainath
Why does ‘everyone’ love a good drought? Who might NOT love a drought, and why not? And who for that matter is Palagummi Sainath?

Questions from lecture: 

Do you agree with Illich that the state of mind produced by consumerism is as dangerous and even disease-inducing as the material results of underdevelopment? (Think about his example:  ‘the translation of thirst into the need for a Coke’)

Which explanation of the income gap between rich and poor do you find most compelling? That of Malthus [overpopulation and ‘positive checks’]?  Of Weber [‘Capitalist ethos’]? Climatic theory? Classical/Neoclassical economics? ‘Drain of wealth’? ‘Dependency theory’? 
Readings and questions for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) Responsible
	Related Reading Question

	Raymond Williams, Keywords, ‘Ecology’, ‘Nature’, ‘Organic’, ‘Romantic’
	
	Is modern environmentalism mainly backward or forward-looking?

	**Donald Worster,
 Nature's Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas,
 (1994), pp. 2-25
	
	Is modern environmentalism mainly backward or forward-looking? How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists?

	**M. Aston, Interpreting the Landscape: Landscape, Archaeology and Local History (1985), pp. 9-12
	
	What do we as historians gain from looking at the landscape and the local?

	**P. Bowler, ‘
The philosophical naturalists’
 in P. Bowler, The Norton History of the Environmental Sciences (London, 1992), ch. 7, pp. 248-305
	
	How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists? For Darwin, was the evolution of species determined more by the struggle for survival or through co-operation?

	Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution – ch. 15 Science (pp. 327-48); Age of Capital – ch. 14 Science, Religion, Ideology (pp. 277-306)
	
	Relate the Darwinian ‘struggle for survival’ and/or power of co-operation to contemporaries’ views of the Ages of Revolution and Capital. How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists?

	C. A. Bayly, Birth of the Modern World – ch. 12 & ch. 8 (pp. 312-324)
	
	Is modern environmentalism mainly backward or forward-looking?

	Mary Louise Pratt, 
Imperial Eyes
, ch. 8.
	
	How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists? What difference did it make to look at nature from the New World, instead f the Old?

	M. Marangudakis, ‘
Ecology as Pseudo-Religion
’, Telos 112 (1998).


	
	Is modern environmentalism mainly backward or forward-looking? How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists?

	Romantic Painters
	
	Discuss the different mentalities which underly the portrayal of figures in landscape in Gainsborough’s ‘Mr and Mrs Andrews’ (1748), Joseph Wright’s ‘Sir Brooke Boothby’ (1881) and Friedrich’s ‘Wanderer above the Mists’(1817-18). 


