Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 7
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters
· How did the romantic understanding of nature differ from that of scientists and political economists? 

· For Darwin, was the evolution of species determined more by the struggle for survival or through co-operation? 

· Is modern environmentalism mainly backward or forward-looking? 

· Discuss the different mentalities which underly the portrayal of figures in landscape in Gainsborough’s ‘Mr and Mrs Andrews’ (1748), Joseph Wright’s ‘Sir Brooke Boothby’ (1881) and Friedrich’s ‘Wanderer above the Mists’(1817-18).
Exploring the readings

Raymond Williams, Keywords, ‘Ecology’, ‘Nature’, ‘Organic’, ‘Romantic’
Donald Worster,


 Nature's Economy
Was White a ‘scientist’ or a philosopher? How do these two disciplines fit together in environmentalism today? Was he a rationalist or a proto Romantic?
Why was White rediscovered when he was, and why has he remained an important figure?

What was the appeal of vitalism? What impact, from the perspective of the naturalists, had the new life sciences had on society?
Is modern environmentalism ‘arcadian’?

M. Aston, Interpreting the Landscape
What is the relationship between local history, landscape and archaeology? 
P. Bowler, ‘
The philosophical naturalists’

Which ideas about nature were identified with ‘radical’ and which with ‘conservative’ science and politics? 
How did we get from the ‘Great Chain of Being’ to the family, or evolutionary tree? Did the ‘tree’ get rid of hierarchical assumptions?

What does the MacLeay system tell us about the relationship between religion and science in the 19th century? Cuvier and Paley’s utilitarian systems? 

What were the political ramifications of Lamarkian ‘transumtationism’ and Geoffroy’s ‘transcendental anatomy’? Owen’s ‘idealism’?
What was Alexander von Humboldt’s major contribution to environmentalism?

What was original about Darwin?

Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Revolution; Age of Capital 
What did ‘race’ mean in the ages of Revolution and Capital?

In Hobsbawm’s account, ho w is science social? What makes it non-linear?
Rank the ‘outside’ forces[e.g. government; religion; politics; economics; nationalism; etc) affecting science in terms of their power and influence. 
Hoe does Hobsbawm link the sciences to his dual revolution (which came first, the sciences or the revolutions?)?

C. A. Bayly, Birth of the Modern World – ch. 12 & ch. 8 (pp. 312-324)

 Why did science become distinct from the humanities in the19th c?
What were the stages in the emergence of professional, powerful science?

Did science/the sciences unite or divide the world in the 19th century
What is the relationship between evolutionism and nationalism?

Was scientific thought truly either unified or global in 19th c (or elsewhen)?

How did Euro-American settlement patterns affect the non-European environment and populations?

Did Romanticism have a place in empire and the colonized world?

Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes, Chapter 8

What kind of nature were the Americas perceived to have?

What was American about the landscapes of the Americas, and what was ‘Europeanizing’?

What was the ‘liberal creole project’?

Pratt opens with an account of a new magazine (edited by a transplanted Venuzualan himself long-based in the UK), dedicated to send suitable and useful knowledge from Europe to the Americas to build the new American republics. What does this say about perceptions of the Americas and their cultures – and why was Alexander van Humboldt so important?

Romantic Painters
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Thomas Gainsborough: Mr and Mrs Andrews c.1750
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Joseph Wright: Brooke Boothby 1781
	Caspar David Friedrich: Wanderer above the Sea of Fog
c. 1818


Readings and questions for next week:
	Reading
	Student(s) Responsible
	Related Reading Question

	Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflection on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (London and New York: Verso, 1991).  Ch. 3 "The Origins of National Consciousness"
	
	
	Why were liberalism and nationalism so closely bound up together for much of the nineteenth century? 

	Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Ithaca: Cornell, 1983).  Chapter entitled: "The Transition to an Age of Nationalism"
	
	
	Why were liberalism and nationalism so closely bound up together for much of the nineteenth century? 

Why does empire matter to the history of nationalism?  Consider this question in light of specific national (or colonial) examples.

	Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth-Century British Liberal Thought (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).  Chapter entitled: "Strategies: Liberal Conventions and Imperial Exclusions"
	
	
	Why does empire matter to the history of liberalism?  Think about this question in terms of specific national (or colonial) examples. 

	Partha Chatterjee, Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse?  (London: Zed Books, 1986).  Ch. 1, "Nationalism as a Problem in the History of Political Ideas"
	
	
	Why does empire matter to the history of nationalism?  Consider this question in light of specific national (or colonial) examples.


Special treat for Week 8: We’re going to work on original documents from the Modern Records Centre. SO this week, we will all be Imperialists or anti-Imperialists. Choose your preferred orientation. Then, your preparation is to go online using the link below
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/modules/ideologies/

Or click through from the timetable page of the MMW online module. Choose the document of your dreams from the ‘Ideologies and States: Imperialism’ collection at the bottom of the page. Bring 2 print outs of your document to seminar, and we will unpick them and relate them to the readings as a group.

	Imperialists
	Anti-Imperialists

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


