Making of the Modern World

Module Tutor: Roberta Bivins

Week 9
SEMINAR QUESTIONS (from your online handbook) and conversation starters

· What are some key differences between Leninism and Stalinism?

· What specific features characterise ‘soviet democracy’ or ‘council democracy’ vis-à-vis parliamentary democracy?

· How and why did Marxism become an ideology of anti-colonial struggle?

Exploring the readings
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, ‘Bourgeois and Proletarians
· In what historical context was this text written?
· How do Marx and Engels USE history in their arguments?

· Why the focus on ‘class struggle’? On exchange values?

· What is revolutionary about the bourgeoisie? 

· What are the preconditions for a proletariat revolution?
· Consider the quote: ‘Every common interest was immediately detached from society, opposed to it as a higher, general interest, torn away from the self-activity of the individual members of society and made a subject for governmental activity…’ Is this another view of Rousseau’s social contract? What might Marx/Engels and Kant agree on?
Eduard Bernstein, ‘Preface,’ Evolutionary Socialism (1961), pp. xxiii – xxxii [originally published 1899]
· In what historical context was this text written? What impact might this have had on the tone and argument?
· What were Bernstein’s politics? What (and who) is he arguing against?

· Does a rise of social democracy demand social cataclysm?
Rosa Luxemburg, ‘The Problem of Dictatorship,’ The Russian Revolution and Leninism or Marxism? (1961), pp. 68-72

· In what historical context was this text written?
· What were Luxemburg’s politics? What (and who) is she arguing against?

· What is ‘scientific socialism’?

· How do you interpret the following quote: The socialist system of society should only be, and can only be, an historical product, born out of the school of its own experiences, born in the course of its realization, as a result of the developments of living history, which -- just like organic nature of which, in the last analysis, it forms a part -- has the fine habit of always producing along with any real social need the means to its satisfaction, along with the task simultaneously the solution. … it is clear that Socialism by its very nature cannot be decreed or introduced by ukase. It has as its prerequisite a number of measures of force-against property, etc. The negative, the tearing down, can be decreed; the building up, the positive, cannot.’

Jean-Paul Sartre, ‘Preface,’ in: Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (1967), pp. 7-26

· In what historical context was this text written?

· What does it suggest that Sartre is introducing Fanon?
· How do ideas of socialism play out in the colonial setting? Are the terms ‘bourgeoisie’ and ‘proletariat’ applicable? What about ‘class struggle’?

· What communities are imagined here?
Roy Medvedev, 'Soviets as a Form of Revolutionary Power[image: image1.png]


', in Leninism and Western Socialism (1981), pp. 97-105, 114-133

· Who is Medvedev? In what historical context was this text written?

· What do you make of the distinction between ‘bourgeoise democracy’ and ‘bureaucratic executive power’? (And what, in Kantean terms, would be the effect of the latter on the process of enlightenment?) And the distinction between a ‘parliamentary republic’, a ‘democratic republic’, and a ‘republic of Soviets’? 

· Is it contradictory to speak of a ‘republic of Soviets’ and ‘the dictatorship of the proletariat’?
· What were ‘the main structures of the Soviets as a governmental authority’? Were the Soviets an ‘Enlightened’ structure of government? Did they work?
Readings for next week:
	Reading
	Student Responsible

	R. Williams, Keywords, 'democracy'
	

	R. Bosworth, ‘
Italian Fascism’
 in R. Bosworth, The Italian Dictatorship (1998), ch. 9
	

	I. Kershaw, ‘
The Essence of Nazism’
 in I. Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship (1985, latest), ch. 2
	

	B. Mussolini, 'Doctrine of Fascism', Fascism: Doctrine and Institutions, Intro.
	

	A. Hitler, 'Weltanschauung and Party', Mein Kampf, vol. 2, ch. 1
	

	Selections from R. Griffin (ed.), Fascism (1995), 
pp. 116-28

	


OR:
We can have another archive-based discussion, this time on the emergence of socialism and fascism. In that case, students will choose an ideology, read either selections from Week 9 or Week 10’s documents, archival images, and secondary readings, and again present as a team.
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