Advice to Prospective M4C students

Familiarise yourself with the application process - Apply - M4C (midlands4cities.ac.uk) – the video at the bottom of that page offers a very accessible introduction. 
Work very closely with your prospective supervisors on your proposal/application and leave plenty of time for this process, since it takes longer than you think!
Think about addressing all the four Ps: Person, Preparedness, Project and Place. These are the basis of the marking criteria which are also worth bearing in mind and can be found at Microsoft Word - Post RIE Scoring criteriaNR.docx (midlands4cities.ac.uk)
Think about whether you have training needs (a particular language or skill?) that needs addressing in the application
Think about how you might include a placement with a partner institution as part of your PhD – they are listed at Partners - M4C (midlands4cities.ac.uk)
Think about whether your project involves significant costs (extensive overseas field work, for example) that need to be mentioned in the application
Think about how your interests might open the way for a ‘cohort development’ event ie one which involves other M4C students, since there is funding for such things and they can show the value you are bringing to the consortium
Think about what links you can make more generally with other researchers in the M4C consortium – what research centres, networks etc might be relevant to your work in the M4C network.
Make sure you have approached potential referees in plenty of time and made sure that they know what to do by what date, since a late reference will scupper the entire application.
Talk through with your supervisor what to expect at the interview since this constitutes part of the application process
If you are a home student from a minoritized or under-represented ethnic group you may be eligible for one of the Stuart Hall fellowships
Ask if you are unsure about anything! 

