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The best historians are unafraid of asking questions. They’re fearless, and won’t settle 
for the straightforward if there’s evidence to the contrary.  They’re driven to uncover 
the truth. If you’re prepared to take your investigations further at Warwick, you’ll 
uncover those truths too. 

*QS World University Rankings by Subject 2018
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“Students who are 
happiest at Warwick, 
and those who do 
best, are students who 
are unafraid to ask 
innovative questions, 
who are unafraid to 
follow their noses and 
get beyond the page.” 

Dr Sarah Hodges
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accident. During 
her recovery she 
starts painting

We’ll help you deepen your understanding of the 
past and encourage you to think critically about 
the world around you. Whether you’re working 
with classmates in seminars and workshops, or 
getting involved with the History Society, at every 
turn you’ll find like-minded people who share your 
fascination with the past and its significance in 
the present.

The department is home to outstanding students 
and historians. Academic members of staff are 
recruited from across the globe. We’re ranked 
among the top 50 History departments in the 
world*, and ranked 6th in the Times and Sunday 
Times Good University Guide 2018 for the subject.
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We pride ourselves on our supportive and friendly 
environment and our excellent teaching. You’ll be 
taught by some of the leading international scholars 
with expertise spanning the British Isles, continental 
Europe, Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin and North 
America. Our teaching covers the period from the 
Renaissance through to the present day. 

All our students can take optional modules that 
span this chronological range. Each year, we attract 
exceptional students like you to Warwick. We will help 
you develop the skills needed to conduct research, 
including in the archives, engage critically with your 
sources, and support you in developing critical 
thinking skills.
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RESEARCH-LED 
TEACHING
History at Warwick has a formidable reputation: for research, 
insight, and passion for the subject, we’re held in high, 
international regard. Much of this is due to our acclaimed 
academics – we’re outstanding historians in our fields, and we’ll 
be the ones you’ll learn alongside. 

Our academic research is not just 
written for academic audiences. 
Instead, we think it’s important 
to engage with the wider world: 
policymakers, theatre companies, 
journalists and members of local 
communities. We hope you’ll feel 

impassioned to engage non-historians 
in debates about the past and its 
significance to the world around us. 
We are deeply committed to our 
teaching, which is shaped by the 
research we do.

‘I teach courses on the political history 
of modern Africa, the Cold War in 
Africa, and the Mau Mau rebellion 
in Kenya. I am best known for my 
publications on colonial Kenya, and 
especially my involvement as an 
expert-witness in the High Court trial of 
2012, in which the British government 
admitted to tortures of Kenyan 
suspects in the 1950s. I am also an 
authority on current terrorism in Africa, 
and have published several important 
papers on Al-Shabaab and its activities 
in eastern Africa. My current research 
examines the history of empire and 
violence over the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries.‘

Professor David Anderson

‘I am a historian of medicine, health 
and the body. Happily, this is a pretty 
expansive remit, one that allows me 
to study almost anything that I find 
interesting: politics, lifestyles, social 
conventions, technologies, industries... 
you name it. Currently I am exploring 
the cultural history of Britain’s National 
Health Service. We can find traces of 
the NHS everywhere in British culture, 
from ‘Carry On’ films to public health 
campaigns to current reality TV, but 
most previous histories of the NHS 
focus on its politics, rather than the way 
it has physically and socially shaped 
British lives for the past 70 years.’

Professor Roberta Bivins

‘I am interested in 
the political culture of 
Britain and its colonies, 
from the sixteenth century 
Reformation to nineteenth 
century reform. I am currently 
researching and writing a 
book about corruption over 
that period and working closely 
with Transparency International, 
the leading global anti-corruption 
body. I mainly teach seventeenth and 
eighteenth century British history, 
including the second year option 
‘Politics, Literature and Ideas in Stuart 
England’ and the final year option 
‘The Birth of Modern Society? 
Britain 1660-1720.’

Professor Mark Knights

OUR STAFF

MEMBERS OF 
ACADEMIC

STAFF
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“My time at Warwick has been invaluable. 
Living and studying in an international 
environment has provided me with the 
opportunity to meet so many new people 
with unique perspectives on the world. 
My classes have been stimulating, and 
I’ve learned a lot about different research 
methods and how to write academic 
literature. While I was definitely nervous 
to commit to a full year abroad, I have 
absolutely no regrets. I’ve learned so much, 
and feel like my time at Warwick has truly 
enriched my academic experience and 
made me a better global citizen.”

WARWICK 
HISTORY SOCIETY

“With over 800 members, Warwick’s History Society (HistSoc) 
is one of the largest and best-known societies on campus 
renowned for its socials, ball, incredibly popular sports teams 
and tours. Socials are a big part of our identity with termly 
HistSoc nights out on and off campus, pub quizzes at the Dirty 
Duck and meals out in Leamington. 

The society runs both a domestic and foreign tour each year with 
previous destinations including Prague, Budapest, Berlin and 
Bristol. We look to support our members academically through 
essay workshops, module fairs, guest speakers and the newly 
developed mentor scheme. 

This year alone we have hosted a variety of talks including our 
extremely successful “Brexit: Historians Speak” and smaller more 
specific talks held by the developing Medieval and History of Art 
divisions of the Society.“
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Gabrielle Wiley,
University of South Carolina

“At Warwick, I really appreciated the 
way professors jointly worked with 
us, students. I also felt that History 
modules at Warwick do not limit 
students to a certain zone or sphere. 
The University of Warwick provides 
every tool for our success, the amount 
of books and e-books is tremendous 
and the study spaces are peaceful 
providing the perfect environment to 
shine.”

Edmond Ta,
Université Paris Diderot

HistSoc is the official society for Warwick students 
who study or have a keen interest in history. 
The society’s aim is to work with each other and 
alongside other societies to bring all members 
unforgettable social events, ensuring every one 
has an excellent university experience. You can 
gain academic support through taking part in a  
mentorship scheme and skills workshops. The 
society also puts on talks from renowned speakers 
to increase your interest in the subject as well as 
help with your course.
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Visiting Students Research Project 

If you are a History Major of Junior 
or Senior standing, you have the 
opportunity at Warwick to apply 
to undertake an independent 
research project based on 
your own interests, under the 
supervision of an expert member 
of staff in the department. 

You will be able to experience 
the Warwick research culture 
first-hand as you decide your own 
research questions, find your own 
primary sources, and develop your 
original arguments and insights in 
an extended piece of writing. 

Being Human: Human Nature from the 
Renaissance to Freud 

At different moments in time, 
‘being human’ has been 
constructed and interpreted 
differently according to dominant 
values, norms, and systems of 
knowledge. 

This module considers the 
different ways in which humans 
have thought about themselves 
from the Renaissance to the early 
20th century, both as individuals 
and as collectives. It forwards the 
idea that ‘human nature’ is not a 
universal, trans-historical concept 
constant over time, but rather, 
is socio-culturally constructed. 
Our students investigate those 
differences over time in Western 
culture and how they link to 
wider social, cultural and 
economic contexts.

We learn about the crucial 
moments in the history of 
conceptualising and defining 
‘human nature,’ from the 
Renaissance through the 
Enlightenment, to Freud and early 
modernity. 

Ultimately we ask how a new age 
of humanity and new ways of 
knowing one-self came into being, 
and discuss what these new ways 
of understanding the self closed-
off or overlaid. 

Underlying the module is the 
question of the extent to which we 
are still within the Enlightenment 
project, or not.

OUR MODULES
Below is a selection of modules that ran in 2017-2018. Our modules are continually reviewed and updated to 
reflect the latest research expertise within the department, but these should give you an indication of the breadth 
of topics you can study.

First-Year Modules
AM101 Latin America: Themes and Problems 

AM102 North America: Themes and Problems 

AM103 Comparative History, Literature and Film
 of the Americas 

HI127 The Medieval World 

HI153 Making of the Modern World 

HI173 Empire and Aftermath 

HI174 The Enlightenment 

HI175 Making History 

HI176 Kill or Cure: The History of Medicine and Health 

HI177 Politics and Society in Africa from 1800 

HI178  Farewells to Arms? War in Modern European 
History, 1815-2015 

Second-Year Modules 
AM204 Early American Social History 1607-1776 

AM211 Reform, Revolt and Reaction in the US

AM213 American Historical Cinema 

AM217 Caribbean History: From Colonisation
 to Independence

AM219 From the Revolution to the Drug War:
 Mexico’s Twentieth Century

AM220 “The Country of the Future?” Introduction to the  
 History of Modern Brazil 

HI203 The European World, 1500-1750 

HI209 Social History of England, 1500-1700 

HI253 Gender, History & Politics in Britain, 1790-1939 

HI255 Religion and Religious Change in England

HI260  Nation and Memory in Russia, Poland and 
Ukraine, 1800 to the present

HI271  Politics, Literature and Ideas in Stuart England: 

c.1600-c.1715 

HI274 Renaissance Research Project 

HI275  The British Problem: Empire, Conflict and 
National Identities 1558-1714 

HI276  Radical Politics and the Struggle for Democracy 
in Europe, 1918-1939 

HI277 Africa and the Cold War

HI278  From Cradle to Grave: Health, Medicine and 
Society in Modern Britain 

HI280 The Ottoman Empire and Europe, 1453-1922 

HI281  Being Human: Human Nature from the 
Renaissance to Freud 

HI2A7 A Global History of Food 
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Religion and Religious Change in England 

We explore the social, cultural and political 
context of religion in England between the 
late-fifteenth and mid-sixteenth centuries. 
Our students are introduced to a range 
of important themes in the field of late 
medieval and early modern English religion, 
not so much from a theological, as from a 
social and cultural perspective. 

We consider the impact of the early 
Reformation (under Henry VIII, Edward VI 
and Mary I) on religious belief and practice 
in England, though it approaches this 
from the long view of the later fifteenth 
century. This module begins with a detailed 
examination of strengths and weaknesses 

in late medieval Catholicism, focusing both 
on institutions (clergy, monasteries) and 
on structures of belief (saints, sacraments, 
purgatory). 

The significance of unorthodox religion, 
Lollardy and early Protestantism, is explored 
and related to the reform policies of the 
Tudor monarchy. We devote equal attention 
to those who opposed and to those who 
supported the religious changes of the 
sixteenth century, and throughout there is 
a particular focus on parishes, and parish 
churches, as centres of religious culture and 
social organisation.

OPTIONAL 
MODULES
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KEY FACTS APPLICATION 
INFORMATION
Eligibility to apply: 

•  The Partner University (your home    
    University) will send us your   
    nomination.

•  Nominations from Partners can   
    only be received if there is a current       
    Exchange Agreement in place. Your        
    nomination will be verified against 
    this agreement.

•  The Study Abroad team at Warwick   
    will contact you via email with the   
    application instructions.

•  The application form is password 
    protected - you will be unable to  
    proceed with your application without  
    having heard from us.

Tuition Fees

Erasmus+ and Worldwide Exchange - If you are 
applying to Warwick under Erasmus+ or from an 
authorised worldwide exchange partner, then no 
tuition fees are payable to Warwick.

Undergraduate Visiting - If you are applying to 
study with us as an Undergraduate Visiting student, 
then tuition fees are payable to Warwick. You can 
view the most recent tuition fee information on 
the Student Finance website www.warwick.ac.uk/
services/academicoffice/finance.

For more information please visit 
warwick.ac.uk/study/studyabroad

OUR EXPERTISE
spans the British Isles, 
continental Europe, Africa, 
Asia, the Caribbean, Latin 
and North America
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IN THE TIMES AND 
SUNDAY TIMES 
GOOD UNIVERSITY 
GUIDE 20186THA Global History of Food 

Eating is a deeply human activity. Language 
itself probably developed out of our desire 
to cook and share food. Yet the way we eat 
now may be destroying important aspects 
of human society and the environment 
itself. How did we get into this mess?

This second-year option module explores 
the long history of the production, 
marketing and consumption of food, 
from ancient times to the present, from 
vegetarianism to the first battery chicken. 
It provides a framework for thinking about 
the place of food and eating within  
historical analysis.  

Studying food requires looking at 
new types of historical source, such as 
cookbooks, or landscapes, and using 
approaches drawn from other disciplines. 
We consider food from multiple 
overlapping perspectives - culture, ethics, 
labour, environment, hunger, science… 
to help contextualise our current attitudes 
to food, and to introduce important 
historical concepts (from ‘moral 
economies’ to ‘biopolitics’) relevant to 
all areas of historical analysis.



@WarwickHistory

facebook.com/WarwickHistory 

warwick.ac.uk/history

This course information was accurate at the time of printing. 
Our course and module content and schedule is continually 
reviewed and updated to reflect the latest research 
expertise at Warwick, so it is therefore very important that 
you check the website for the latest information before 
you apply and when you accept an offer.


