The Fifteenth-Century Register of Obits 

of the Parish of St Paul at Villeneuve, Vaud: 

A Critical Edition

In 1468, Antoine Gappet, the priest of the parish of St Paul at Villeneuve, asked Louis Bouvier, a notary, to make a copy of the register of obits of the church, and to keep it up to date. The book was to ensure that all endowed ceremonies were performed according to the founders’ wishes and that the respective dues were paid. Moreover, at the end of the register, the priest added his orders as to how the liturgy was to be celebrated in his church.

Thanks to this well-preserved manuscript, we get to know more than 400 inhabitants of Villeneuve and the nearby Chablais region, although some have died more than seven centuries ago. It also provides us with a deeper knowledge of several important families in the area.

In a more general sense, the document sheds light on the history of the parish as a whole – a community in close proximity to two other religious institutions: the hospital, dedicated to the Holy Virgin, and the religious fraternity of the Holy Spirit. The parish seems to have collaborated with the fraternity; but there was a constant struggle for influence with the hospital.

Finally, priest Gappet’s guidelines illuminate the liturgical activities of a late medieval parish: the range and ambition of observances documented at Villeneuve is remarkable. The register of obits of St Paul thus allows us to explore parish life in the Chablais in an unusually detailed fashion.

Arthur Bissegger

Histoire médiévale

Université de Lausanne

BFSH2

CH – 1015 Lausanne

Arthur Bissegger, Une paroisse raconte ses morts. L’obituaire de l’église Saint-Paul à Villeneuve (XIVe-Xve siècles), Lausanne 2003 (Cahiers lausannois d’histoire médiévale, 33), 204 p., ill. ISBN 2-940110-46-8

Ordering information: 

Cahiers d’histoire médiévale, ed. by Agostino Paravicini Bagliani

Bureau d’histoire médiévale, section d’histoire

BFSH2, CH – 1015 Lausanne

Tel.  ++41 21 6922934/36/39 - fax  ++41 21 6922935

clhm@unil.ch
From outside Switzerland : VISA card, cheque or international postal mandate

