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Abstract

In this talk I will draw on my recent book The Will to Predict: Orchestrating the Future through Science (Cornell University Press, 2023) to discuss the development of the system-cybernetic approach in the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Whereas cybernetics was promoted as a form of decision science and a component of computer-based control engineering systems to empower the Soviet military-industrial complex, a distinct community of Soviet scientists began to critique the Cold War regime that was unravelling the very living milieu of humankind. This talk will explore this debate outlining its implications in policy and management, with a particular focus on the changing notions of human and non-human agency and the idea of non-governability as they were articulated in the context of the authoritarian regime.


