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FripAay, Decembér g2 - y
oxraan) HLE Jiberty of [peaking; or pubs
W===p lifbing onr thoughts . .(: which,
2 =N fince ﬂ]&iﬂVﬁﬂﬂOﬂ,{Jf :Printinga
{ has been ufually call’d the Ls-
=21 berty of .the PRESS ) 15 a thing
very litrle underftood, and-but rarely en:
joy’d ; for tho’ it is undeniably one of the
oreateft bleflings of a free people, and jultly
valued as fuch, by all men of {enfe, whole
prattices have not made them afraid of it,
or when it does not interfere with fome
particular views; yet this is {o-frequently
the cafe, efpecially amonglt Great: Men;
that, in moft arbitrary Governments, it
lies under fuch reltraints and difcourage-
ments, as amount almoft to a prohibition;
and, in too many free countries, we meet
only with the fhadow of this privilege 1n-
ftead of the fubftance.
By the Liberty of the Prefs, we are not
to underftand any licentious freedom to re-
3 vile
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vile our: lawful. Governors and. Magi.
ftrates ; -t0:traduce the eftablif’d Laws and
Religion, of : our Country ;.0r any attempts
to weaken .and fubverr, by opprobrious
writings, . that'.facred- Refpet and Vene-
ration, which dught always to be maintain’d
for -authority, and perfons in authori.
ty. Neither. ought the Prefsto be made
an engine:to ‘deftroy the reputation of our
neighbours, or to prejiidice any privatefub-
ie&k; by infulting his perfonal frailties, mif-
fortunes, -or defets,: or by, expofing the {c-
erets of his family to publick laughter and
ridicule 3. foras thefe:are things only of a
private nature, which do not atfeét the pub-
lick, o ‘thé publick bas no right to the
knowledge of them; and indeed the Lzw
has provided -fuch -wholfome remedies a-
oain(t all.thele enormities, both of publick
and private Scandal,that 1 thould havehad
no occafien to make this diftinétion be-
tween Freedom and Licentionfiefs if fome
-perfons:had not confounded them together,
in their arguments againft the Liberty of
the Prefs,

I fhall therefore proceed, in a very con-
cife manner, to define what I mean by this
Liberty and wherein it truly confifts 5 as
well as to thew what are its proper objefts,
and when any nation may be faid to pof-
{efs this blefling in its juft and propér ex-
tent-
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By the Liberty of the Prefs. meédn( as I
fuppofe every body elfe does Y an unreferved,
difcretionary power ‘for every man to pub.
hifh his thoughts on any fubje@, and in an
manner, which is not exprefly forbidden 63:
the Laws of the Land, without being ob-
liged to apply for a Jicence or privilege for
fodoing. Infhort, where this Liberzy pre-
vails, every author has a right to ptine
what he pleafes, without asking any body
leave, and without fearing any moleftation
from authority, fo long as he keeps' within
his proper bounds, which it is his bufinefs
to take care not to tranfgrefs; he knows
the Laws of his country, and,if he rafhly
offends againft them, he muft fubmit to the
Penalty. -,

For this reafon, in Englend, the Prefs
is now faid to be free; which cannot be af-
firmed of it in France and other arbitrary
Governments, where no man can publifh
his opinions on any fubje&, without firft
{ubmitting them to the examination of a
certain officer, who is authorized by the
Government for that purpofe, under the
title of Licencer of the g’reﬁ; a power
which ftill prevails in our Exglifb Univer-
tittes, and was but lately abolithed in the
other parts of the kingdom., .~

Where fuch a power is exercifed, the
PrefF cannot be faid to be fiee or open ; be-
caufe this officer being appointed by the chief

Magiftrate,
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Magiftrate, or his Minifters, and continu-
ed only during pleafire, it cannot be fup-
pofed that he will grant his #mprimatur to
any Book, Pamphlet, or Paper, which is
written with a view to difcredit their pro-
ceedings, however unjuft, or tends in any
manner t0 give them offence.

We ought therefore to efteem the aboli.
tion of this Office as one of our greateft
acquifitions in the caufe of Liberty, and
ufe our utmoft endeavours to prevent its
being everrevived among us. For which
purpofe, we fhould keep a conftant eye up-
on thole Men, who are {uipetted to be no
good wifhers to it, and look upon it as a
certain fign' of a bad Government, when
any Minifter attempts to deftroy the Liber-
ty of the Prefs.

The next point to be confider’d, is, the
objett of this Liberty, or onwhat fubjelts
it 1s fuppofed to allow us to debate freely;
and thofe can be only GovErRNMENT and
ReLiGion ; for, as the publick welfare of
every nation depends entirely on thefe two
great articles, fo they are the only points,
on which any Tyrant or arbitrary Prince
would defire to reftrain our thoughts.
We meet with no inftance, in hiftory, of
any nation where the fubjets are prohibit-
ed from writing on matters of indifference
and {peculation, or from venting the pro-
duttions of their idle hours, The moft fla-

vifh
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vith nations, where any degree of leatning
prevalls, abound, as much as ours, with
beoks of mere entertainment and diverfion;
as we may obferve in France, Italy, and
Spaza, where there is no prohibition of
Plays, Novels, Love-letters, Travels and
Romances: but this is no proof of the L:-
berty of the Prefs in thofe countries; nor
would it be worth contending for here on
{fuch accounts. What renders it fo valu-
able and defirable amongft us, 1s, that we
have hereby an opportunity of writing up-
on {ubjects of the utmoft importance, fuch
as nearly affett our conlctences , our liber-
ties, and eftates.

I do not mean by this, (as I havealready
obferved, and would always be underftood)
a Liberty to undermine the fundamentals of
Government and Religson, or to calumniate
perfons in hizh power; meither of which
ought to be tolerated in any Society ; but
a Liberty of examining the principles of
our fazth by the telt of Scripture and Rea-
fon; of declaring our judgment in all dif-
putable matters, and of expofing the cor-
ruptions, rmpofitions, and ridiculous claims
of fome Clergymen; a Liberty of giving
our opinion, in the fame manner, of allgo-
fitrcat tranfattions ; of dcbating the great
affairs of peace and war ; of freely deliver-
ing our {entiments concerning any Laws
which ar¢ in agitation, and of modeftly-of-
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fering our reafons, for the repeal of thofe;
which are found to be oppreflive; a Li-
berty of fetting forth male-adminiitration,
and pleading for the redrefs of grievances;
of expofing mifmanagement and corrup-
tionin high places, and difcovering the fe-
cret defigns of wicked and ambitious Men.

Herein confifts that valuable Liberty be-
ore deflcribed, which is the ftrongelt Bar-
ger of all our other liberties, both tn church
and flate ; a Liberty, which has contribu-
ed to fo many noble tranfattions and_ex-
rraordinary events, in all ages; and will, 1
hope, fill contribute to a great many
more, whenever there 15 2 real occafion ;
a Liberty, which all wile and difinterefted
men have contended for, 1n every mation,
and particularly in our own: butT {hall treat
of this in another paper, and content my
@I, at prefent, with fhewing when any
people may be faid to poffefs this glorious
privilege in its jult Jatitude.

[ have already taken notice, that this
Libérty is abfolutely inconfiitent with the
office of a publick Lacenfer eftablifhed by
authority, and under the diretion of men
in power. But neieher is it always to_be
6 und even in thofe countries, where there
is 1o fuch officer s milchievous Politicians
e never at a lofs to preferve the appea-
tance, when they have a mind to abolifh
ihe thing ; a leffon, that was firlt tanght
- | C them
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them by their great Mafter Machiavel,
and which has been much prattifed, and
wondcrfully improved, fincehis time.

Thus, in fome countries, where the
areatelt Liberty of the Prefs is fuppofed
to be allowed, very little in ceality will be
found ; for the cafe, in effeft, is juft the
{ame, whether their Superiors will not {uf-
fer them to publifh any thing, without their
Licence, or whether they pretend to leave
them at thetr full Lisberty, and yet have al-
ways fome artifice in referve to punilh
them, for ufing this Liberty; or whether
they lay fuch heavy duties on the Prefs, as
manifeftly tend to prejudice and difcourage
the freedom of writing,

A yBung unexperienced aunthor, indeed,
thinks it 3 great happinefs that he lives in
a country, where he lies under no reftraints
in the publication of his works, but the
Laws of the Land; without confidering
that the {tri@ Letzer of moft Laew; is often
very different from the nterpretation which
is pur upon them, in fome fort of profe-
Cutions. o

Thepraftice of Libelling is a thing of fuch
pernicious confequence, that there have been
Laws made to punifh it in all civilized S0-
cieties; which Laws ought to be put ftrift- -
ly in execution; but the misfortune is, that
the nature and feveral fpecies of Lisbels are
not afcertain’d by any of thefe laws, but
are left to the judgment and difcretion (if

the
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the Courts of juftice ; from whence it comes
to pafs that, in bad Reigns, many real Pa-
triots have been fevercly punifhed under
the charalter of infamous Libellers; fome
of whom have loft their ears, and others
their lives, for what, in a good reign, they
ought to have their Statues erefted in
Brafs. A perfon who applies himfelf to
writing, efpecially upon political fubjelts,
fhould never forget the cafe of the great
ALGERNOON SyDNEY, which is fufficient
to convince us that no man is fafe againft
the fubtilties and finefles of Lawyers and
State-Chymulfts, who can extraét poifon
out of the moft innocent things, and, by
tortured conftrutions, apply the penalties
of Statutes, where the Legiflators never de-
fign'd them. = There are certain Adepts in
this profeflion, who can prove any thing
from any thing, and maintain a point to
be Law, or notto be Law, juft as the pre-
fent occafion, at any time, requires; upon
which account, they are conftantly re-
tain'd by another fet of men, who find them
t0 be-of great advantage in the condutt of
their political Schemes.

We have feen, in {ome Reigns, remote
allegories, ironical expreflions, and the
moft diftant innuendo’s explain’d, by fuch
methods, to a man’s deftruction; we have
leen Printers and Bookfellers menaced and.
intimidated with arbitrary feizures, illegal
| C2 con-
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confinements , and groundlefs, vexatigys
profecutions; nay, w¢ have feen fome great
men {toop fo low, as to collogue wit
common News-writers and Journalifls, i,
order to obftruct all avenues to Truth, ang
induce them, by bribes, to ferve their cor-
rupt purpofes with fictitious intelligence
and falfe reprefentations.

Erom this negative ftate of the queftion,
we may judge when the Liberty of the
Prefs really fubfifts in any nation; for
where fuch methods are pra&ifed, in any
degree, there can be no {uch Liberty;
fince a privilege which is invaded and fu.
perceded, in this manner, Is no privilege
at all; 1t 1s 1adeed only the manes of de-
parted Lzberty, which makes the lofs of
the fitbflance the more grievous to us, and
is a melancholy proof that wicked men
in authority will ftick at nothing to invali-
date the jult rights and privileges of their
fellow-fubjets, when they ftand in compe-
ticion with their eorrupt defigns. |
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e = guiod Medicorum efl,
Promintunt Medicl, Hor.

MoxND A Y, December 12.

HERE is a general Com-
plaint of abufes and corrup-
tions in all Profeffions, which
is moft frequently urged by
thofe men themfelves, who
—— are the chief authors and oc-
calions of them. If you employ the moft
infamous tool of the Law, he will begin
with exclaiming againft foul praitce, and
congratulate you on your good fortunc,
which did not let you fall into the hands
of fome Peztifogers abour Town. In like
manner, We¢ Never meet with the term
mercenary Scriblers, wretched Hackney-wri-
ters, Sciolifls, Poetaflers, and fo torth, any
where fo often as in the works of thofe
miferable vermin themfelves. What is more
common, than to hear a City-Captant 1n-
veigh againft our late military promotions ?
or to {ee the learning, integricy, and me-
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