
Academic Integrity Framework
Guidance for people accompanying students  
investigated for alleged academic misconduct

Information relating to people accompanying students in an Academic Conduct Panel (ACP), an Academic Integrity Committee (AIC) or an Appeals Committee is contained within the University’s Academic Integrity Framework, specifically sections B2.4  and GB2.4.
Throughout the academic integrity process, students are normally expected to speak on their own behalf unless, for example, communication aids are required due to a disability but may be accompanied by someone in a support capacity. This cannot be anyone who has been involved in relevant activities and would typically be a member of staff of the University such as the student’s personal tutor or a Faculty Senior Tutor; a representative of the Students’ Union Advice Centre; a friend or family member.
It is not the role of the accompanying person to:
· present the student’s case;
· answer questions on the student’s behalf; 
· cross-examine any members or attendees during the meeting. 
The accompanying person may support the student proactively by:
· Encouraging honesty; 
· Acting as a calming presence;
· Asking for the student to have time out if required; 
· Asking for clarification as needed;
· Making sure that the student understands the proceedings (particularly if English is not their first language);
· Offering verbal representation on behalf of the student when given an opportunity to do so.

The Chair reserves the right to ask the accompanying person to leave the meeting if they are not adhering to the support role they are there to perform.





Applicable from the 2022/23 academic year
5
