HI176 Mind, Body, and Society
Assessment One: Book Chapter Review 

Word Count: 1000
Deadline: Check Tabula
This assessment is weighted at 10% of your overall module mark.

What are we asking you to do? 
This assessment asks you to critically evaluate a chapter from an academic book, drawn from the ‘further reading’ list for the first five weeks of the module.  Please choose one chapter from the following list to read:
Related to Week 2 (The Early Modern Body):
Sachiko Kusukawa, Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany (Chicago, 2012)
· ‘Chapter 10: The Canon of the Human Body: Vesalius’ De Humani Corporis Fabrica,’ pp. 198-227.
Related to Week 3 (Pregnancy and Birth in Early-Modern Europe):
Mary Fissell, Vernacular Bodies: The Politics of Reproduction in Early Modern England (Oxford, 2004) 
· ‘Chapter 1: Reforming the Body,’ pp. 14-52.
Related to Week 4 (Early-Modern Drug Testing):
Londa Schiebinger, Plants and Empire: Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World (Cambridge, MA, 2004)
· ‘Chapter 2: Bioprospecting,’ pp. 73-104
Related to Week 5 (Diseases):
Jon Arrizabalaga, John Henderson, and Roger French, The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Europe (New Haven, 1997)
· ‘Chapter 9: Catching the Pox: Contagion,’ pp. 234-251
Related to Week 7 (Anatomy):
Michael Sappol, A Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and Embodied Social Identity in Nineteenth-Century America (Princeton, 2018)
· ‘Chapter 4: A Traffic of Dead Bodies: The Contested Bioethics of Anatomy in Antebellum America,’ pp. 98-135.

Your assessment should contain a summary of the chapter’s thesis and arguments, a discussion of its use of methods and/or sources, and an evaluation of its strengths and weaknesses. 

Why are you being asked to do this? 
Reading and interpreting secondary sources are one of the key skills you will require during your history degree at Warwick. It’s therefore imperative that you feel confident in your ability to read book chapters and articles efficiently, and are able to pick out/evaluate key points and evidence. Specifically, this assessment fulfils several key objectives:

1. It hopes to make you more confident, and capable, in your ability to engage with and summarise historical arguments.
2. It asks you to think critically about how historical arguments are constructed, through a consideration of the evidence and methods used to form them. 
3. It expects to begin forming your own, evidence-based judgements about the effectiveness of these arguments.

How should I complete this assessment? 
The first thing you should do is read your chosen chapter. You can download it from the library using the Talis Aspire reading list for this module (see the ‘Further Reading’ list for each week to locate your chosen selection). Take careful notes on what you think the central thesis and arguments are, as well as the types of evidence or methods that are used to support them. You should also start to think about whether you find these arguments convincing or not, and why you may or may not do so. 
When it comes to writing the assessment, your essay should adopt some form of the following structure: 
1. An introduction: this should provide an outline of what the chapter is about, clearly conveying its overarching thesis and key arguments.
2. A section on methods/sources: this should discuss the types of methods &/or sources the chapter uses, specifically HOW these are used in support of the thesis.
3. A critical evaluation: this should offer an analysis of the chapter’s strengths and weaknesses, including your opinion about the effectiveness of the chapter, as well as some explanation for why you have reached this opinion. 

How will this be marked? 
This assignment will be assessed against the standard criteria used by the history department. More details about these criteria can be found in the undergraduate handbook, under the Marking section, linked here. 
In relation to this assessment, you should ensure that your essay: 
· Thoroughly engages with the set task (a critical evaluation of the chosen chapter).
· Provides an accurate and detailed synopsis of its key arguments.
· Engages with how its use sources and/or methods underpins these arguments.
· Offers a clear, and justified, opinion about the effectiveness of the chapter.
· Is clearly expressed, and presented in a logical and correctly-formatted way. 

Further Instructions: 
· The title of the assessment should be the reference for your chosen chapter, provided in the list above. 
· When referring to specific arguments / use of evidence, you should make use of footnotes to indicate where these are in the text. You should use the shortened-reference format (Surname, ‘Abbreviated Title,’ Page No.) for all references. 
· You are NOT expected to complete any further reading for this assessment beyond the set chapter and REQUIRED READINGS for your chosen week’s reading.  You should focus primarily on your set chapter, but you may want to bring in the required readings as points of comparison.
· Make sure you essay is analytical and not just descriptive. I.e., you shouldn’t just summarise the reading, but provide a critical assessment of how it deploys evidence and how convincing its findings are.
· If you have any questions or are unable to access your selected chapter for any reason, please contact your seminar tutor.

