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LIBERALISM
Theory and Practice

The first task of the men who took power after independence was to

- replace colonial institutions with others more adequate for a newly in-

dependent nation. They were not inexperienced men, confronting for
the first time problems of politics and administration. In fact, most

“were like José Bonifdcio—men over fifty, with impressive records of

public service—men who had served the Portuguese Crown in many
capacities during the colonial period and were well prepared to do
their job.

Among those who sat in the National Convention were many
priests—something to be expected in a country where the Church had
had the monopoly of culture and churchmen had played an important
role in administration. Qthers were public functionaries or profes-
sionals—lawyers, doctors, teachers—most of whom had received their
degrees at the University of Coimbra or some other university in Eu-
rope, since there was no university in Brazil. There were also mer-
chants and plantation owners. But whatever their social origin or pro-
fessional affiliation, the delegates to the National Convention were
linked by family or clientele to the export-import groups and rvepre-
sented an elite closely tied to agriculture and trade. It was according to
the interests of these groups that they organized the nation.

Attributing the instability of other Latin American countries to
their republican form of government, the Brazilian ruling classes had
adopted in 1822 a constitutional monarchy with which they had
hoped to create unity and political stability. Haunted by the specters of
the French Revolution and the Haitian rebellion, they had a deep sus-
picion of both monarchical absolutism and revolutionary upheavals
and were determined to curtail the power of the emperor and to keep
the masses under control. In Europcan liberatism they found their
main source of inspiration.

Brazilian liberalism, however, can only be understood by reference

.'\n.abl)rcvi;ltcd version of this essay was published in Emilia Viowd da Costa, IDa Monar-
qa a Repaiblica (Sio Paulo, 1977), 109—26.
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