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Is ‘political thought’ a very useful term? 
‘Political thought’ tends to stress ‘great thinkers’ and examine their ideas. They are indeed part of the story but ideas aren’t just the preserve of ‘intellectuals’ but are inherent in everyday actions, conflicts and beliefs; and politics can be a very restrictive category
We might look for the languages of political discourse: Scriptural; Legal/customary (the ancient constitution; History); ‘Political arithmetic’/scientific; Natural rights and contract; Reason and politeness
Who participated in political discourse? Not just an elite
Political discourse can also be found in literary texts – such as Thomas More’s Utopia - and images
The importance of context. Need to show how the context creates the need for political thought (Bodin and French wars of religion); how this process affects nearly everyone; and hence that political theorists engage with common problems; and how canonical figures are also appropriated to answer pressing needs
Mid-C17th century civil war in Britain
Issues about resistance and authority
1649 declaration of a ‘free state and commonwealth’. What did that mean? How could it be legitimised and defended?
‘Engagement’ of 1649 provoked hundreds of tracts; Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (1651) 
Notions of contract – alien to the majority of people? Resistance theory. 
Opposed by Sir Robert Filmer and many others
Hobbes was drawing, in part, on older ideas from the French wars of religion
Hobbes’s religious views also part of a wider debate on toleration
The adoption of a canonical thinker – Machiavelli
	Appropriation and vindication 
	1642 The Atheisticall Politition
	James Harrington; Henry Neville; John Starkey
So: extensive debate around key concerns that included but was not restricted to canonical authors. Ideas remained contested.
