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Historiography

· Social historians of medicine have worked to highlight that women played a substantial role in health and healing in early modern Europe.
· When we look at caregiving and healing in the community we can see women provided a strikingly broad range of medical services. 
· This research in the history of medicine confirms a recent thrust in broader histories of gender, which seek to examine some of the ways in which women carved out spaces of influence and even authority within a patriarchal context.

Women in the 'Medical Marketplace’

· Although women often practised medicine in domestic settings, female practitioners should not be considered in isolation from larger intellectual, cultural and market forces that shaped men’s healing work.
· Women were active consumers of medicines and medical literature.

Domestic Medicine

· There was a widespread practice of self-treatment and family-based treatment.
· Female members of the family in particular were seen as sources of medical knowledge and treatment.
· Women acted as cultivators and communicators of medical information.
· Their interest and expertise in medicine production can be seen in the large numbers of manuscript medical recipe collections that are now in major libraries and record offices across Europe.
· Female domestic medicine was a robust realm of early modern healing that overlapped heavily with the work of paid practitioners.

Women, Medicine and the Wider Community

· Recent research on surgical practices in an occupational context has highlighted the role of women. For example, we have evidence of women’s involvement in London’s surgical shops.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The experience of marital relations and childbirth gave married women a unique knowledge and authority in matters concerning pregnancy. This knowledge gave some women a stake in the judicial system (e.g. matrons and midwives).
· Women were particularly active practitioners of medical charity in early modern communities. This confirms the reputation of women as knowledgeable and accomplished healers.
· A woman’s role as a dispenser of medical charity might also provide opportunities to engage in religious instruction. This included proselytization and the conversion of patients.
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