 ‘Germany in the Age of the Reformation’

Church Challenges and Critics
Lecture Autumn Week 4
Key point: The late medieval Church faced a series of internal and external challenges
1. Internal Divisions and Issues
· Great Schism 1378-1417 exposed Church subjection to European power struggles
· Conciliar movement highlighted clashes over sovereignty in ecclesiastical affairs
· Much resentment of papal interference, spiritual jurisdiction and fiscal motives
· Examples of greed and personal failings foster feelings of ‘anticlericalism’, even though many priests serve their communities diligently  

Council of Constance ends Great Schism with election of Martin V; Luther’s visit to Rome in 1511; simony (purchase of offices); indulgences (John Tetzel; Albrecht of Brandenburg);
2. ‘Popular Religion’

· Use and abuse of ‘sacramentals’ like blessed candles and holy water

· Practice of white/black magic; ‘superstitious’/pagan beliefs in supernatural forces
· Learned clerics reinterpreted maleficium as demonic witchcraft made in Sabbaths 
Heinrich Kramer and Jakob Sprenger, Malleus Maleficarum [The Hammer of Witches] (1487)
3. Reform Movements
· Mysticism: strived for enhanced & more personal contact with/imitation of Christ
· Humanism: philology and textual critique; dispute over Jewish sacred texts

Devotio moderna; Thomas à Kempis; Erasmus’ New Testament in Greek (Basel, 1516); Johannes Reuchlin vs Johannes Pfefferkorn
4. ‘Heretical’ Challenges

· Part of wider European unease about role of papacy, rituals and good works; desire for greater emphasis on Scriptures, church poverty and Christian life
· Prague theologian Hus attacked Church positions & burnt at Council of Constance

· Hussite movement divided in Utraquists/Taborites; Czech national feeling & wars

John Wyclif and English Lollardy, Jan Hus (c. 1369-1415)
Conclusions
· Church scandalized many contemporaries through perceived immorality, increasing fiscalization and decades of schism 

· Widely-held beliefs in magic and unorthodox practices fed into witch-hunt
· Humanism and devotio moderna represent late medieval reform movements

· Sustained ‘heretical’ challenge by the Hussites, spreading to the secular realm
BK 10/18
[image: image1.jpg]



Hans Baldung Grien, ‘Witches’ Sabbath’ (coloured woodcut, c. 1510)
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Pfefferkorn and Reuchlin disagree about Jewish texts (woodcut: Cologne, 1521)
