AFRICA AND THE COLD WAR
LONG ESSAY TITLES *
You may select any title from this list.

· What role does African agency play in the history of the Cold War in Africa?

· How readily does Africa’s experience of the Cold War fit within the conventional periodization of the Cold War?

· Was African socialism amenable to Soviet Marxist-Leninist ideology?  Answer with reference to the period 1960 to 1980.

· Did the Cold War affect the process of decolonization in African between 1950 and 1980?

· What impact did the meeting of non-aligned states at Bandung in 1955 have upon African liberation?  

· Who might have wanted to kill Dag Hammarskjold, and why?

· What was the impact of Cuba’s intervention in the Congo in 1964?

· Why were white mercenaries recruited by the Congo government in 1964, and what impact did their presence have?

· Was the revolt in Zanzibar of 1964 determined by race or ideology?

· Why did the military coups of 1964 occur in East Africa, and what do the outcomes tell us about the Cold War in that region? 

· Was Soviet educational assistance to Africa successful? 

· To what extent can the Cold War in Africa be viewed as an arms race?

· ‘The secret intelligence agencies undermined the sovereignty of post-colonial states in sub-Saharan Africa’. Discuss
· How important were the countries of the Soviet Bloc in supporting liberation in southern Africa?

· What role did the Cold War play in the ANC’s liberation struggle?

· “Lisbon’s Carnation Revolution transformed the liberation struggle in southern Africa”.  Discuss.

· What role did South Africa play in Rhodesia’s unilateral declaration of independence in 1965?

· What was the ‘Soviet model for development in West Africa’, and why did it fail?

· Assess the impact of the OPEC oil crisis of the early 1970s on Cold War politics in Africa.

· What did the Americans hope to gain from their support for Mobutu?

· To what extent can the rise and fall of Idi Amin in Uganda or Mobutu Sese Seko in the Congo be attributed to the influence of Cold War politics?

· How important was Soviet support for Ethiopia’s Derg regime? 

· Who won the Ogaden War, and how was the victory achieved?

· To what extent did Cuban policy in African change between 1960 and 1989?

· What immediate impact did the Portuguese withdrawal from Africa have upon the nationalist liberation movements in Angola?

· To what extent can the success of the African nationalists in Guinea-Bissau be attributed to Cuban and Soviet assistance?

· How effective was America’s programme of “constructive engagement” in bringing apartheid to an end? 

· Why was there war in Congo in the 1990s, and to what extent was it a consequence of the end of the Cold War?
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