From Cradle to Grave: Health, Medicine and Lifecycle in Modern Britain (HI278)
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The Social History of Medicine: Historiography
· Pre-1960 – Focus on medical advancement, progress and the contributions of ‘great men’.
· 1960s-1970s – New focus on relationship between medicine and society.
· Foucault – ‘medicalisation’ as a strategy of socio-political control.
· Social movements – second wave feminism, civil/gay/disability rights. 
· 1980s-1990s – New topics: the ‘body’, sexuality, motherhood, patient’s perspectives, medical ‘marketplace’, professionalization of medicine.
· 2000-Today - Extension of scope and popular interest in the social history of medicine.
· Interdisciplinary and often an ‘overlapping’ area of academic study.
· Widespread ‘popular’ interest in the social history of medicine. 

Changing Experiences of Health in the 20th Century
· Demography
· Significant population growth – low infant mortality/longer life expectancy.
· Problems associated with aging population – eg. Dementia. Service pressures.
· Health as an industry and medicine as a market – more patient choices, health as major employer, pharmaceutical industries.
· Medicalisation of society – Beveridge Report. NHS 1948. Public health campaigns. Medical health awareness is popular culture – books, tv, film, newspapers, online forums etc.
· Politics and Health – Close relationship between the two in 20th century. 
· Changes in medicine due to warfare.
· NHS as ‘political football’.
· Worldwide health concerns –WHO organisation (1945). International concern about ‘pandemic’ diseases (AIDS, Bird Flu, Ebola). 

Health and the Media
· Reports and discussions are often concerned with the relationship between the individual and state/society.
· Who is responsible for health? – doctors? government? individuals? Parents? Teachers? Employers? Who are part of health debates in the media? Are their voices all equal?
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