Cradle to Grave: Long Essay Advice
General Advice
1. Make sure I have seen and agreed your question with you before submission. Do not change it at the last minute without consulting with me. 
2. Writing long essays should involve employ the same basic rules used to write short essays. You need a clear introduction outlining your essay in terms of your questions, scope of inquiry, and how you engage with the secondary literature. You should also include a brief outline of the sources you draw on in the introduction. You should engage with the question throughout, and make sure you avoid repetition and that each section and paragraph has a clear job to do. Make sure you have a robust conclusion. 
3. In terms of reading, you should use around 15 secondary and 5 primary sources (or a more equal balance of the two). More than this is obviously encouraged. This might vary depending on the topic and nature of the primary sources. If you have any concerns re sources and reading, discuss them with me. 
4. Make sure you leave yourself plenty of time to write and plan your essay. Planning is key to the success of longer pieces of work. I can review plans of up to one page in length.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Make sure you provide full footnote references – each time you acknowledge specific work and in particular for quoted material.
6. Make sure you leave yourself plenty of time to edit your work after writing it to check for errors and mistakes. If possible, ask someone to read it over for you to check for errors. Also aim to read out aloud or print out to edit – this always helps with the discovery of mistakes or finding sections that are repetitive.
Structural Advice
1. Making a detailed plan is essential to ensuring a clear structure for your essay.
2. Divide your essay into parts through the use of sub-headings (even if you take these out later):
a. The first part should be labelled ‘introduction’. This should start with an initial paragraph which provides background information, definition of key terms (if they are ‘key’, as in ordinary Joe Bloggs of the street would not know what you were talking about without the definition) and what you will argue in the essay (i.e. This essay will argue that….). 
b. The following paragraphs, still in your ‘introduction’, should establish the key historiographical developments in the scholarship relating to your subject. You should highlight issues that are especially important to the issues you are going to examine (as you work through your essay keep referring back to the key historiography and don’t be afraid of either supporting it, criticising it, or nuancing it e.g. I agree with the main argument of X, but would like to add/believe that in one aspect X has drawn on insufficient evidence/has not considered…).
c. After discussing the historiography say something about your primary sources, how you plan to examine them and any issues they present (e.g. This essay will explore oral history testimonies from Lancashire women collected by Lucinda Beier in the 1980s. It will examine these oral histories to explore changing conceptions and attitudes towards contraceptives in the twentieth century. Whilst there are some issues with using oral history sources, such as establishing their reliability and their typicality, here they will be used as they offer a unique insight into how contraceptives were used within marriage).
d. A final paragraph should outline how you plan to address different aspects of the question in the separate sub-sections of your essay. 
3. Label your separate sub sections with a heading.
a. Think about each sub-section as a mini essay. Give each a specific aim in terms of how it helps answer the question.
b. A maximum of 3-4 sub-sections is recommended.
c. Each sub-section should have a few brief introductory lines explaining the background – contextual or historiographical – of what is about to be investigated.
d. The final lines of the subsection should briefly establish the findings of this ‘section’ to the wider question.
4. Conclusion
a. The conclusion, like the introduction, should be labelled with a subheading.
b. This should be no longer than 2-3 paragraphs and establish the wider significance of the question and draw themes examined in the different sub sections together to answer the question.
Style Advice
1. Double space text.
2. Indent quotes of over 4 lines.
3. Use a clear and readable font – no frilly ones please!
4. Bibliography
c. Should be on a separate page to the conclusion labelled as ‘bibliography’.
d. Separate primary and secondary sources.
5. Footnotes – single space.
6. Books/journal titles/images in italics. Make sure your references follow the History Dept style guide.
7. You can include a contents page and list of images at the start if you want/are using this sort of source.
8. For further advice see…
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/students/referencing/

You also all know where I am if you want to ask any more advice/have specific queries….
