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Volksgem einschaff

Writing the Social | listory of the N

azi Regime

Martina Steber and Bernhard Gotto

In 1938, Bertolt Brecht’s play Fear and Misery of the Third Reich
Paris. It presented a dramatized collage of incidents and situations drawn from eve-
ryday life in National Socialist Germany. Brecht had been collectin

g material for the
play since 1934. The opening scene is entitled %&Jgfmfimrfmﬁ, a term thar can be

roughly translated as ‘comm unity of the prp]E’——thDung, as we shall see, Vol has 2
significantly more loaded n1I§51|1ing than the word people’ might suggest. In this open-
ing scene, two intoxicated SS officers lurch down the streets of Berlin on the night of
30 January 1933. Brecht introduces them in a short poem which closes with the verse:

was premiered in

Their aim is a People imperious
Respected and powerful and serious
Above all, one that obeys.

Urinating against a house wall and speaking in broad Berlin dialect, the SS officers
discuss their hopes for the future:

THE SECOND: And now itll be a Volksjemeinschafi. I'm expecting the German people to
have an unprecedented moral revival.

THE FIRsT: Wait till we've coaxed German Man out from among all those filthy
subhumans. ..

THE SECOND: Think he [the Fibrer] will really make us a Volesiemeinschaft?
THE FIRST: He'll make anything,

The two SS officers believe themselves to be in a ‘Marxist qularte.r’. When an old ﬁ
in a nightshirt leans out of the window and calls softly for his wife, one of them P'blg
out his revolver and shoots wildly in all directions. The scene closes with the terri
cry of someone who has been hit.’ _ e
This scene brings out Brecht’s angry exasperation at whm: was going on LT;:
the “Third Reich’. It is far from coincidence that, to describe German society

5-6. In qum:ing this , We have used nhg.ﬂ Tt altgfm Wﬁb‘.ﬁ
Volksgemeinschaf) instead of Willetts artemp to r it in English. . Sorgt
to be found in Bertolt Brecht, Furcht und Elend des Dritten Reiches: 24
1970), 8-9. The authors would like to thank Jorg Arnold, Elizabeth Harvey,

" e + ‘London, 2002);
' Bertolt Brecht, Fear and Misery of the Third Reich, trans. John Willett (London, 2002)
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pian expectations and the radical willingness to Fulfil t:‘n.I';"l .I:“?T*[r::ii[n?;mnj

onditional trust in the Fiibrer; and a deadly "’r":’_h:“"'e i s g
i:ﬁfnﬂs well as externally. In recent years, Illismrmns have ezp!nredf 1ii Cit. the!;se
:lsp'.:.":‘l.‘s* and there has been a rapid .grﬂwrh in our unders.tim 1;19;{0 a : [*m the
Volksgemeinschaft concept evoked, It is not easy to reduce this mulri acete concept
@ a common denominator; Volksgemeinschaft encompassed both a social utopia
and precise instructions for realizing it. Its core component was not the individual
bur a collective subject, the Valk, being imagined as a timeless racial unit over
which the Fibrer had been chosen to rule by destiny and could exercise unlimited
authority. Membership of the Volksgemeinschaft, it was believed, overrode all dif-
ferences of social stratification arising out of religious or class affiliation. It centred
on notions of belonging that had to be biologically legitimized and performatively
underpinned by acts and declarations of loyalty. Belonging determined people’s
opportunities of succeeding in the new Germany, and the new social inequalities

Nano

were based on how these opportunities were distributed And, for many, belong-

ing determined much more: whether they could be assigned the right to live. The

means by which the Nazis created the Valkesgemeinschaft they projected were means

n the form of victimization and extermina-
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not be attecred, that individuals could l-:r::pl ar a distance from 'pn“tiis' as many

hoped in 1933, would soon prove to be illusory

WHY THE FOCUS ON VOLKS GEMEINSCHAFT?

Increasingly, the regime’s social engineering became entwined with the private lives
of ordinary German citizens during the rwelve vears of Nazi rule. The propaganda
picture of a young couple’s private moment depicted on the cover of this book—the
couple sunbathing on the beach with swastika bunting above them waving cheer-
fully in the wind—told Germans more about the envisioned Volksgemeinschaft
than any picture of ecstatic masses ar the Hitler rallies did. Nazi society demanded
a lot from the individual, but it also had a lot to offer: a place for individual happi-
ness and success was promised to all who belonged to the chosen community, This
was the promise the concept contained. However. the picture also carried another
message: this promise of happiness and success was to be denied 1o all those classi-
fied unfit to belong to the Volksgemeinschaft. The sunny face hid 2 dark and deathl y
background countenance.

Volksgemeinschaft was the Nazis' central social concept. This volume takes this
observation as its starting point. Its objective is to clarify the heuristic and explana-
tory potential of the Volksgemeinschaft concepe. By drawing on specific examples,
the essays explore the extent to which the concept helps us understand social
change during the period of Narional Socialism. The authors investigate the spe-
cific forms the concept assumed and how it was used as a guideline for the actions
both of private individuals and of political leaders: they examine interpretations
and perceptions of policies dictated by the notion of Volksgemeinschafs; and they
iluminate how its utopian aims could morivare people and engage their emo-
tions. The volume also attempts to sum up the lively international debate about
Volkesgemeinschaft as an approach to research.

Current research on the National Socialist concept of Volksgemeinschaft is espe-
cially interested in the interplay between the various National Socialist means of
exerting power and how life went on in society. The contributions in this volume
therefore focus first on the interaction between the institutions of the National
Socialist state, with their Party organizations and funcrionaries, and people living
their everyday lives. The people in Nazi Germany were divided into WO Catego-
ries: Volksgenossen (members of the imagined Volksgemeinschaff) and ‘the others'.
Volksgenossen were granted full citizenship and had access to the provisions of the
welfare state; but the social and legal status of those who deviated from the norms
such people suffered discrimination of many kinds. In a continual se ries of chal-
lenge; ing with Party functionaries, civil servants, or even just officious
10 show, on which side of the divide he or she staod.
: exercise of politic
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In a second strand,

' ational Socialise rule were combined with ideological cop-
the diverse forms uli' National Soc ~! itegies of legitimization. ldeology and the
victions, patterns of argument, .Ifl.t .a-lr-“: ?-.I-;crcri. l:n as being inextricably ingep-
structure of rule are not seen a3 HP."?. I amic view of National Socialisr ideo]-

i ith each other. Lurz Raphael's dynamic il 1 TNl o PR
Vg ok | sents in his essay, offers valuable insights into this. He Interprers
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cept of Valksgemeinschaft developed its own fairly |(.1:‘.!l.'lll'li-‘:' held . e core LILI'I'IL.H.T.E.
listed above, could be combined with each other in different variations. so that a
range of different stresses could emerge.’ L

This semantic openness contribuced enormously o the dynamic of social L.'h_u nge
that was such a feature of Nazi Germany, In parallel, and perhaps at an even faster
rate, the regime itself incessantly assumed new forms, This constant change can
be attributed to the Nazis' decisionistic view of politics. Their
characterized by an actionism and voluntarism that const
structures. Numerous historians, tollowing Max Weber, have therefore and for its
Fidhrer otientation characterized National docialist rule as charismaric’,* and it is

not for nothing thar, from s early days, the National Socialist German Workers
Party (NSDAP) called iself a ‘movement’,

Despite its diversity and pluraliry of forms, however, the 15

ject and its Practices did not lack direction, The Second World War marked a clear
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aspired. It :sth-:_rcmrt- a key i cheir ime—which spaces of opportunity were
took place in German societ) ::d down. how the regime organized processes of
opened up and whln_:h ones clo s n R4 o coiovnd volavions € neasiaib
inclusion and exclusinn.'mlqﬁh.ﬂ:;g ;:;gfcludiﬂg so-called ‘asocial elements’ and
The -C?nfpli SFES;E;]];SEE::EH offered by the state and community services,
Eahui 1?125:151 used as an integrative form ula for resocializing rf?ﬂﬂsﬂd prii‘:uners..”
It held out distinct social promises; for the Volksgenossen a serim||1gly mer:rt.:-c:ram:
system offered chances of adyancement for all, regardless of social k{ac‘kgmund.
Meanwhile, however, ‘Jews' (as defined by the Nuremberg Laws), Sinti, Roma,
black people, the mentally and physically disabled, and the openly homosexual
were all excluded from these opportunities, as were many others branded as ‘aso-
cial’. The blunt discrimination drew new social boundaries: while certain vietim
groups experienced deprivation and denigration, the social and moral status of the
true Voik was correspondingly enhanced.® Especially for the workers, there was
the enticing promise of social advancement, In the first scene of his Fear and Misery
of the Third Reich, quoted at the beginning of this introduction, Brecht was espe-
cially scathing abour this aspect of the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft concept. Led by his
Manrxist beliefs, he denounced it as a deadly con trick. Bur the atcractiveness of the
promise to contemporaries should not be underestimated: Volksgemeinschaft really
did appear to offer them a chance to free themselves from the confining restrictions
of an industrial fla?-“ society.” For historians therefore, using the Volksgemeinschaft
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| It 18 cru il-!J 0 sec Volksgemeinschaft nor zs 3 static condition, bur as a
*‘”'“':”d'J””I‘”_‘H '-"_”-'*“ policy project Vigorously promoted by the regime. Though
the concepr of a German Valk was timeless, the National Socialists I.;-:hn-rd+ when
they seized power in 1933, that s living commugnity based aro nd the Volk had ver
to be rcu_lizﬁd and it was Ihcirdur_v 16 achieve this. '* Volksgemeinschaft was lllcrcli:rr:
the unifying blueprint for National Socialist social t‘i:é[}nt'tr:!‘.g initiatives at all
SOTTS uf'lt"-:'cl.t.', It gave rise to 2 considerable social dynamic: the initiatives it ser in
motion aftected many political fields. areas of actiy .t-}'. and segments of society: and
these initiatives opened Up a vast potential tor radicalization. Fach l'{:ﬁ,lgrmu:\r and
Volksgenossin could feel legitimized, even charged, to make 3 personal and active
contribution to the realization of the utopia: it is in acknowledgement of this
that Michael Wildt speaks of self-empowerment’.” In 2 constantly accelerating
process of participatory effort, individuals vied with each other to serve the new
ideal. This explains the immense centrifugal spread the people’s response o the
Volksgemeinschaft idea unleashed: individual initiatives extended it 1o ever wider
spaces and helds of activity. In lan Kershaw'’s view, these individual initiatives
were a product of the charismatic power structure of the Third Reich. By ‘work-
ing towards the Fuhrer', people in the Party and the state administration outhid
themselves in order to enhance their chances of individual advancement, a process
which was responsible for the ever-increasing radicalization of policies.” Ordinary
citizens, however, were stimulated less by the distant Fihrer than by the new and
immediately accessible spaces of opportuniry afforded by the LHbgrﬁrmn‘fuﬁ pro-
ject.” The project did not only become any more radical as more and more people
espoused it, bur it became visibly more pluralistic and multifaceted. To explore this
process, this volume investigates local, temporal, institutional, and actor-specific
variants of how Germans appropriated and realized Volksgemernschaft.

The specific forms taken by the Volksgemeinschaft idea did not grow out of thin
air, bur were embedded within an accretion of previous notions that had been

™ For a similar approach, see Nicole Kramer and Armin Noken leds), Ungleschbeszen im "Drirten
Reich': Semantiken, Prakeiken, E (Miinchen, 2012), esp. the editons’ introduction, 9-26,
at 18-9; for the semantics of regionality see Martina Steher, Erbmische Gewenbreizen: Die Ordnung des
Rﬁ%b{!ﬂfcw.im_ erischen Schwaben vam Kai bis cum NS-Regime (Gotingen, 2010)

' See Beate Meyer, 'Erfiihlte und erdachte “Volksgemeinschaft™: Erfahrungen jidi
zwischen Integrarion und ' in Bajohr and Wilde (eds),
146-7; Michael Wilde, " Eine Anrwort auf

in C 8(2011), 102-9.
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o~ ;?cnbc?om “;nnf; litical interpreration’ in the Weimar Repuhl_ic."‘ Ihrough
:dnmfnm:u::in Fn_::: WmII:iO \War thinking, the vision of i‘hﬁiffgrmrimrﬁugfr. was ir_1t_rinsi-
:]Er 1i%r|:1:'r1:w'mlcd with nationalistic aspirations. Germans '.?’hn L}Sf:d it E'.l’l‘&'lgjaﬂl"l.f.'d
in ‘Fimagintd community’ which was -essentialt:f_a cc:tmmgmfr}r of ]:hf nation, apd
his meant that it acquired a social dimension.”™ Here a fusion wrzrh Ht‘he semantics
of community proved decisive. From the turn -?f the century in (.:f:rman‘mtel-
lectual and political discourse, the concept of ‘community ‘_Gt‘mt'.!’rﬂf.*’?fy(f} had
been pitted against the concept of ‘society’ (Gesellschaft) and had been 1nx-esr:={d
with a highly nationalist meaning. ‘Community’ was held to represent an organic
form of social life that was quintessentially pure and German, whereas ‘society’
was associated with what was thought of as the deadeningly rational, mechanical,
decaying civilization of ‘the West', In the Weimar Republic, a quest for ‘unity’
in a national German community became deeply ingrained in political culture.”
Moreover, because the concepr of Valksgemeinschafi had been shaped in the con-
text of wartime nationalism, it contained within it an aggressive defiance of other

formed long before 19,?3.
necessary 1o take a sert

nagions. After 1918/19, due to general non-acceprance of defear and disgust at the
Versailles Peace Treaty, this defiance was carried into the thinking prevalent dur-

ing the Weimar Republic. In evocations of Valksgemeinschaft in these th
_ years, there
always reverberated a demand for the restoration of Germany's imperial sratus.*®

Agwicor Gescinvi ' von mationalsozialistischer
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Volksgemel : Mensch ', int Richard van Ditlm
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il erbilder 1500-2000 (Vienna, 1998), 36788, a
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Martinag Steber and Bernkard Cotio

Volksgemeinschaft was nevertheless a broad enougn term o be bent w different

VICWPOINLS, Uh“]"““““ i 1S use, it was characterized by 2 diversity of meaning

t_it‘ﬂ']l.tl._r.-l{ii_ versions coexisting with the termy's appropriation by the far Righe.

[t is thr:_rch_m: no hurprig that, after 1933, many people could believe in the
validity ”{ l'bf‘{”'ﬁ""*”‘"’--"-f""'!""{."f without necessarily subscribing o everything the
National Socialists loaded onto the idea. Research must therefore ask when. and
in what contexts, the term was used, and explore the meanings that were ascribed
to it. When analysing these semantic fields, it is especially revealing to determine
which of the central conceprs of National Socialist ideology the Volksgemeinschaft
formula could draw together, and also where the semantic range went widet, 50
thar the concepr could still have an integrative impact, deawing in those uncon-
vinced by National Socialist ideology as such.*

The coining of parallel terms provides some indication of the hold the ides
had: thus during the Nazi period people spoke not only of the types of integrased
community already mentioned—Kampfgemeinschaft, Schicksalsgemeinschaft, and
Opfergemeinschaft—bur also, for example, of Luftschutzgemeinschaft (the air raid
community), Bodengemeinschaft (the community of the soil), Betriehsgemeinschaft
(the manufacturing community), and Verkehrsgemeinschaft (the motorisis’ com-
munity).” Germans thus took part in all sorts of ‘communities’ in their every-
day lives. Whether or not they actually felt the feeling of “belonging’ thar Nazi
propaganda insisted on, anticipations of Volksgemeinschaft became a part of their
everyday experience. ‘Community’ was a central theme, a kind of constant refrain,
not only in Nazi Party propaganda, but also in a range of entermainments, the
mass media, cultural productions, and advertisements.” It was certainly the aim
of the Nazi regime to implant its programme for a racial community in every
heart and mind. The new rules of thinking, feeling, and acting were 1o apply not
only in politics, bur also in leisure and in private life. For ordinary individuals, it
was hardly possible to dissociate themselves from this imperative without risking
social isolation or arousing political distrust.” Research therefore needs o ask how
individuals appropriated the images, appeals, and offers that came under the Nazis
Valksgemeinschaft label, and to what extent their acceprance moulded the concrese
shape of Nazi visions of community,

¥ An example of this is provided by
it did not respond ro at
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10 Volksgemeinschaft: Writing the Social History of the Nazi Regime

THE HISTORIOGRAPHICAL DEBATE SURROUNDING
VOLKSGEMEINSCHAFT

It is only recently that interpretations of the social history of National Socialisy
have taken the Volksgemeinschaft concept as their starting point. These interpreg.
tions at first raised a lot of controversy amongst scholars—and often still do, Py
| of this volume juxtaposes three contrasting contributions to this debate—from
lan Kershaw, Michael Wilde, and Ulrich Herbert. Kershaw'’s fundamental ques-
tioning of recent research, and of Wildrs arguments in particular, rook place at
the London conference on which this volume is based. Published initially as g
podcast on the German Historical Institute’s internet homepage and then as an
article (in German? in the journal Vierteljahrshefie fiir Zeitgeschichre, it provoked
} :ic::;rﬂr;;:l:zﬁd ﬁéiihfitm:vs:ich Lw}.-ias Euli_)’l ished in the juurr:m] fofﬁfﬂﬂ:‘?‘ffﬁ‘éf
e b s nt, Ulrich Herbert rep.eatecﬂy intervened in the

pear in written form for the first time here. The essays

published in this volume reveal how passionatel
th :
how contentious the issues stll rfmaian ¥ the debate was conducted and

The origins of the sear

ching dial .
be traced back to the imenscgdiscl?gil;:sr zund the Volksgemeinschafi concept can

f the 19705, when 1 Marxist-inspired

lmthe Oxford historian Tim Mason. empha-

propaganda of dmjﬂrucmm in Germany after 1933 and

. &sness against the actual siruati

rd Reich. aga actual siruation of the

ne that diﬂlif]t Fﬂ:ﬁdMﬂ}?n. %&’g"’"ﬁmr&gﬁ was no more than a
Bt e Im'than"smfk“ng reality of life in

ich was revealed.® Up;
‘ ed.* Until che 19905, historians rended largely to accept

workers in the Thi

dernity.® [ this con-

of I@J&sgemeimf&,:i_ﬁ that
society, ourishing under
*etual reality in the period

v : .
viarnna Steber and Bernhard Gorio

Older works of social history that had wesiifed 1o the effective power of the
1-E-‘.I"J{’.!‘!:{-"HH’H:HL-'.r Fooncept hmi by this point almost been iuu':._r_utit‘u Berrolt I"'irr.':.'hh
with the exiles ¢ |'.'H'j‘[f'.' of distance, was not the only one 1w have noticed how lilf
National Socialist promise of Volksgemeing haft exercised its sway over the German
populace. The jurist and political scientist Ernst Fraenkel, in an analysis of the
National Socialist state written in exile in the USA, had also realized that the forg:
ing of a spirit of belonging via the Volksgemeinschaft concepe lay ar the hearr of the
regimes domestic policies.” Twenty years later, David Schoenbaum, in his pio-
neering study Hitlers Social Revolution (1966), drew artention 1o the paradoxical
complexity within the Nazi regime that occurred when the Volksgemeinschaft con-
cept gained independent force as ‘interpreted social reality’ and went on to acquire
a ‘bizarre reality’ on a new level.”” According to these scholars, Volbsgemeinschaft
was more than a trite propaganda phrase providing drum-thumping themes for
mass rallies. In the 1980s, some relevant voices picked up on these views: Martin
Broszat,”® Manfred Messerschmidt,” Werner Conze. ™ Lothar Kettenacker," and
above all Detlev Peukert.* Yet, at the time what they had to say on Vollagemeinschaft
went unheard in the mainstream of research.

In the 1970s and 1980s, however different the dominant approaches in these
two decades may have been, the majority of historians of National Socialism shared
common interests in the decision-making structures at the top of the regime, in
the social structures of Germany's industrial society, and in institutional history. In
addition, they focused on developments in the 19305 and on factors that tended 1o
relativize ideological inAuences. They looked on politics as being primarily dehined
in terms of the state. Politics and society were thus seen as independent of each
other. It was only from the mid-1980s that this scgregation of social and political

3 See Frast Fraenkel, ‘Der Urdoppelstaat’ [1938], in Emst Fraenkel, Goammelte Schriften, if
Nationaliozialismus und Widerstand, ed. Alexander von Briinneck (Baden-Baden, 1999), pr. &, ch. 3.
§2: "Volksgemeinschalt und Rilstungskonjunkiur, 4604

3 David Schoenbaum, Hitlers Social Revelution: Cliss and Setous in Nast Grrnuqr 19331949
(New York, 1980; 1st pub. 1966}, at 284-5. For a current nﬂumnmﬂm:dfﬂnm Verdappelte
Wit Doid Shombus T, s " Bl I Negs, oo
an-Holger Kirsch and Martin ) JI3T.

% See Martin Broszar, “Zur Strukeur der NS-Massenbewegung', Vierselichmibefie fiir Zetigeahichir,
31/1 (1983), 52-76. .

% See Manfred Messerschmide, *The Wehrmache and the Vollogemeischaft', journal of

Contemparary History, 18 (1983}, 719-40. ' .
4 : | Kontinuitssbruch uod , In Wetner
See Werner Conze, 'Staars- und . W“ ¢ Aobles

%m“ i Gesaiar: 1983), 441-07, e '
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dissolve,* largely under the influence of Alltagsgeschichy,
o ljlz} wi‘iifh mﬂL off at this time and which created new

chis. the cultural turn put a new st of thematic fields
L]

developments began
(the history of everyday
lines of enquiry. #ddcd (o
on the researchers” agendas.

First, the topic of ‘race’ moved to the centre of historiographical attention, As
irst, e

: loeistic thinking had played in the formu-
awarenss grew of the crucial 5 lf'ﬂﬂg-“}t s Mo b <l focus
lation and implementation of Nazi social pOUCy, = T
to the regime’s policies of racial exclusion and ﬂxtnz:rmmanuni. ‘HI]1P - I‘:‘h:f sltF ies
came out on the Holocaust and its perpetrators. Michael B}lf eigh and Wo gang
Wippermann proposed that the Third Rdn:hp was Prﬂdmn{”ﬂ?ﬂ}rﬂf racial state
and this featured as an overarching concept in the new thinking.™ At the same
time, specific Nazi programmes of social engineering were investigated for their
significance.

Secondly, in the 1980s, the cultural rurn encouraged the application of previ-
ously sidelined disciplines to historical fields and gave new life to the understand-
ing of ideology, which was reappraised in multiple ways. An interest in patterns of
meaning and order superseded the previous search for fixed programmes put down
in wricten form:* the concept of ‘milieu’ replaced class theory;* understanding
of politics was reconceptualized and the reach of politics was separated from its
exclusive link with the state. While earlier historians had focused on 2 supposedly
stark opposition between rulers and the ruled, the polarity was now questioned
and power was instead seen as ‘social practice’; categories such as generation, gen-
f;r'::mng niu:u moved to centre stage in_ historiographical analysis; and instead

_ 8 power relations in industrial production, researchers shifted their
meT:I:nn to cinnsumpfmnvng;::summ.“

o hew weetest in Volksgemeinschaft as the National Socialist social uto-

pia can therefore be attributed largely to changed emphases in theoretical and

* See Thomas Mergel and -
Geela: B T i L, G s S

Lt and Harslics S o), Penpbive o g, o4 Nolc, FrankMichae

-r.-' Mﬁfﬁ:‘ s F1”-,. il

N, 1998): Detdet o, VO gy reia
ey I. N A Wﬁmﬁ"‘ "..'.'"E-"-'-"'."""':-..'il' L e T ~;

- cds), D s H"‘h"‘"u' _e..'ﬁ'l'-;'i".h‘,'ilz.'_:‘. 1. ' ‘-' ut o tﬂ )

.’i.i‘dr'.l.'-';d I'h“'fi-ll"'f it t;sl"rh"}hff':f f:r-'.".l"r_'
methodological approaches, The newer ipproaches are derived from pluralistic
s Manust-inspired class analysis. Their
adherents regard politics as a process of communication and social pracrice.™ As

the essays in this volume show, historians are parucularly imterested in local and
I’L‘ﬁtﬂﬂi‘li contexts, and interactions in EPCL”!C SOCial :1:11":1;.1. groups, and networks.,
Such a tocus enables them 1o observe the social dynamic initiated by the regime as
if under a magnifying glass. But there is also an unmistakable trend towards secing
the concepr of Volksgemeinschaft as one that can potentially provide an overarching
synthesis of the social history of Germany under Nazism.*

And this is where the criticism starts. Apart from the repeated claim tha
Volksgemeinschaft researchers have been taken in by 3 Nazi propaganda construct,
the objections centre round five arguments. The first is cpistemological in nature,
and suggests thar research on Volksgemeinschaft presupposes what is ultimarely sets
out to prove—in other words, thar it is based on circular rezsoning. ™ The sec-
ond argument is ethical in its perspective. A moral judgement, the critics say, i
implicit in the notion that people subscribed to the Valksgemeinshat ideal, and
they claim that, when historians view all everyday behaviour conforming with
the system as fundamentally stabilizing it, they are failing to differentiate berween
crucially different types of behaviour. In this way, they &il 1o TCCOENIZE TESistance
and opposition where it occurred, and ultimarely declare thar everyone who was
not persecuted was a perpetrator.”’ Closely connected with this argument is a third
objection. It is suggested that those who follow the Volksgemeinschaf approach
tend to overemphasize consensus, and accord too lirtle significance 1o the regime’s
use of terror which could bludgeon citizens into compliance.” Thus approaches

social models and have moved away lron

* On the development of a dynamic understanding of ‘politics’, see Ute Frevers and Heine-Gerhand
Haupt (eds), Newe Politikgeschiche: Perspekriven einer historischen W am Main,
2005); Willibald Steinmetz, ‘Neue Wege ciner histarischen Semantik des Polivischen', in Willibald
Steinmetz (ecl.), Politik’ Situationen eines Wortgebriuchs im Eurapa dev Newzeit (Frankfurt am Maia,
2007), 940, On the view of politics as social practice, see Alf Liddke, "Herrschak als soriale Praxis’,
in Lidtke (ed.). Herrschaft als soziale Praxis, 963,

¥ See the review by Kim Christian Priemel on a number of Innovations in the history of
Narional Socialism, in H-Sos-u-Kudr, 23 Oea. 2008, wsorkult geschichie hu-berlin,de
rezensionen/2008-4-070>; also Dietmar SGB and Wi SOk, “Volksgemeinschaft™ und
‘r’emirhmnﬁl : Gesellschaft im nationalsozialistischen Deurschland', in Dietmar Suff and Winfried
SUf (eds), Das Reich': Eine Einf {Munich, 2008), 79-100; Bajohr and (eds),
Vo haft; Michael Wilde, Geschi Nationalsazialiomses (Gotungen, 2008); Hans- |
Ausssellung der Stiftung Dentsches Historisohes Musewm, Berlin, 15. Obktwber 2010 bis 6. Februar 2011
(Berlin, 2010); echen-Ackermann, Vodkgemeinschafr. _ _, il

* See Janasch Steuwer, ‘Conference Report. German Socicty in the Nasi Era: Volbge
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| functional approaches that would reveal more t'llt'.ll'i_‘n‘f!"li' destrye-
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impact against the forces of ‘high nnnjlrsrmn* . - ~

This debate has been conducted with great vehemence. - part rmmr its mora
charge, this is partly due to the fact that it reinforces controversial positions s
have been taken in the major research discussions. Thus the debate berween ‘inten-
tionalism’ and ‘funcrionalism’, whose protagonists met in Cumberland Lodge ar
1 conference the German Historical Institute London organized in 1979,% sill
echoes in the present-day controversies surrounding Volksgemeinschaft research.
But above all, renewed artention paid to processes of integration and the offer of
participation addresses the central issue of research on the Nazi regime: the question
of how the Holocaust was possible and to whar extent the German people colluded
or participared in the murder of the European Jews. Indeed, the question abour the
cftects of the Volksgemeinschafs utopia takes us to the ‘core of the problem’.” Leading
protagonists of this ‘process’ approach see Volksgemeinschaf? as a general mandate for

changes in the lifestyles of Germans were deter-
ar affected all industrial societies ar the

Timothy W, Mason, ‘Die Bindigung det Atbeiterklasse im nation
Finleitung', in Carola Sachse et al, (edds), Angst, Belohmung, Zy,
im Nazionalsozialismus (Opladen, 1982), 11-53,
" See Goz Aly, asse: Nuachf ; Sl
4 e el g e e e M, 200
y Ve S etk o RN A Loercion in Nazi Germany (Oxford. 2001): and
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2005), 69131 I Eamoutg (ed.),. Hamburg im ‘Dritsen Reich (Gortingen,
M See Hans M : . “\
Michael Wildes {lnrﬂﬁﬁfﬁuﬂﬂﬁit: l:i' NMUI-%"HF“F}M&"? Kritische Anmerkungen 2
Jﬂﬂﬂh. 15-20, & Nationalsoatalismug’, Nege Politische Literatur, 5311
See Steuwer, 'Conference Reporr'
: Report, 1256 see,
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over Volksgemeinschaft, we see two different congey
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cach other. On the one hand we have a social

history informed by theories of dass.
which sees social ¢ hange as basically cconomically determined, regards politics as the
acts of the state, and is based on a normative concept of modernization.™ Against this
and taking an alrogether different path, we find a new social history ITif'l'Iuﬂ:ﬂllrgn;;lih'
shaped by the premises of the cultural turn. This enquires into processes of ncf:utinl
tion, room tor manoeuvre, cultures of communication. and patterns of meaning and
arder, while hc:iu!:, more interested in the full variety of individual actions than in dass

positions, and understanding political acts in rerms of social practice.*

THE ESSAYS IN THIS VOLUME

The essays in this volume investigate how effective the promise held out by
Volksgemeinschaft turned out to be, and they measure its significance for the
regime. Lhe contriburors are interested in how the regime devised, introduced, and
implemented this new ideal social order. They look into its material strucrure and
how it permeated everyday life in the Third Reich. asking what consequences this
had. The result is not to produce a levelling-out of individual ways of behaving, as
some critics have complained. On the contrary, close study of the Volksgemeinschaft
opens opportunities for precise and differentiated descriptions of individual
behaviour. The Volksgemeinschafi concepr was notoriously vague',* and because
of this, it was open to relatively free interpretation by those who lived in the new
German society. Ultimately, therefore, it reached a concrete form only in social
practice. With its social perspective, the research presented here is able 1o pick up
on this. It takes seriously the multi-layered, complex nature of everyday thinking
and behaviour, and the essays describe the constant dilemmas individuals had to
face. It soon becomes clear thar the real core of the Volksgemeinschaft idea was

" Wildr, Hidders Volksgemeinschafi: Thomas Kithne. Belonging and Gemocide: Hitlers Community
19181945 (Yale, 2010). i e

* See Jurgen Kocka, Sesialgeschichie: Begriff —Entuwic Probleme (2nd adn. ngen,
1986); Charles Tilly, ‘Neuere angloamerikanische m te’, in Joachim Eibach and Gilnther
Lottes (eds), Kompas der Geschichiswivenschafi- Ein (Gortingen, 2002), 38-52; Paul Nolee,
‘Historische Sozialwissenschaft’, 53-68.

% See Mergel and Welskapp (eds), Gescliohte; Herrling, Nolre, Kuhlemann, and Schmuhl feds),

® Peter Fritzsche, teview of Frank Bajohr and Michael Wilde {'I!_ilh Volkspemeinschaft: Newe
Forschungen sur Gesellschafi des Nationabozialimus (Frankfurt am Main, 2009), in #-See-u-Kils,
E Dec. 2009, <hutp://hsozkule.geschichie hu-berlin.de/sesensionen/2009-4-226>, accessed 19

ar. 2012,
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who wete ot excluded—onto those who were daily confronted with the regime’s

demands. offers, threats, and violent practices, and who had to find their way
through the maze this entailed. As we shall see, this research enables us to define

the boundaries of the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft project and the range of its utopian
promise with extra clarity. It also enables us to capture individual behaviour more
precisely, and assess the interplay between ideology and practice, utopia and social
dynamic, individuality and collectiviry.

What this approach cannor do is provide an overall interpretation of Narional
Socialism. Nor, of course, can the essays collected here portray all conceivable,
salient aspects of the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft project. However, by presenting exam-
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Part 1l also looks ar the sprcading 'L'n.:’i"-grmr.-u,-,.'lu_f.t
PENCICS Wore the NSDAP and its

sub-organizations. lhe Deutiche Arbeitsfronmi (German Labour Front), for exam-

practices 'l"""‘i':i”'“l the Reich. The primary 2

ple, saw itsell as service provider for the Volksgemeinsonafe” Various apparatuses
and authorities of the Navonal Socialist state decided which individuals could be
part ot the ]II'HiL‘\.lL‘iE 1-}in'.ﬁ.ffrmrnnrfa:.',l'f and what their starus could be within i,
_|.'H1E.' {'..lp].l.n shows IH.IW 4.1‘-i| Ir.'i_-;i..‘.lr_'n. ofhces could use buresucratic pr-urdurm
[0 m.mipul.'ltr identities in order 1o create hierarchies based on racist criteria and
homogeneity within the group that "belonged’. It is striking how well bureaucraric
routines intermeshed with ideological targets.

Ernst Fraenkel famously saw rule in Nazi Germany as 2 dualiny, and contrasted
the ‘normartive state’ (with its legal controls) against what he called the ‘prerogative
state’, where there was ‘unlimited arbitrariness and viclence unchecked by any legal
hELI;ll';’sl'lEEE"'-:M Official action to further the envisioned Volksgemeinschaft was by no
means limited to the ‘prerogative state’, even when in the hands of the NSDAR
Rather, the ‘prerogative state’ and the ‘normative state’ converged, increasing the
effectiveness and reach of Velksgemeinschaft policies ar local and regional level.
Thomas Schaarschmidt demonstrates this using the example of the NS-Gawe. The
power-political interests of the Gauleiters coincided with Hitler's aim of mobilizing
the whole of society for eventual war, The Volksgemeinschafridea could assume many
different forms as the result of differing bureaucratic routines and the need to it
specific social conditions. While the elasricity of the Volksgemetmschaft concept was
not unlimited, its application in the Nazi arena of rule knew scarcely any limits.
This is graphically illustrated by Gerhard Wolf in his investigation of the National
Socialist occupation of Upper Silesia, where the Nazis used all the violence at their
disposal to set about creating Volksgemeinschaft. In this project the contradictions
inherent in Nazi ideology—and in the Volksgemeinschaft idea iself—became all
too apparent. For the Nazi leadership in this multicultural region, i appeared
imperative to define who was ‘German’ (and thus a Volksgenose) and who was
not. In the process, ideas of the nation based on culrural ethnicity and race came
into conflict, and exposed a deep ideological division berween the 85 and the Gau
leadership which underlined their political power struggles.

The essays in Part 111 deal with the tensions that arose berween the individual
and the National Socialist regime. These essays draw attention to the structure of
promise contained within the Volksgemeinschaft idea and the expectations engen-
dered. For many citizens, the promises and offers the Nazis included in their
social policy made the notion of Valksgemeinschaft very arractive. Although actual
achievements—for example, in providing goods for mass consumption—did not
match up to the regimes stated aims, they were enough to make life in the Third

83 See Ridiger Hachtmann, D Winschafrsimperium der Deusschen Arbeitsfrone  1933-1945
(Gortingen, 2012).

54 Ernst Fraonkel, The Dual Susze: A Consribution to the Theory of Dictatorship (New York, 1941), xiik,
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munity chat was strong on the outside and purified on the inside. Such dreams
were, of course, limited to Volksgenossen. Yet their privileges, too, EI":PEIT‘dEd oR
full commitment to the collective. How and where, we may ask, N life aspi-
rations of a basically bourgeois kind reconciled with the demands of a radically
anti-individual state doctrine? One answer to this question is provided by Riidiger
Hachtmann in his analysis of informal forums such as political gentlemen’s clubs,
where members of the bourgeois elites could meet the new power brokers.

All the essays of Part Il make it clear that the different ways in which
Volksgemeinschaft was appropriated—with differing degrees of enthusiasm—
resulted in a pluralization of the concept. As the example of women on the home
front shows, acting in the interests of the Volksgemeinschaft did not necessarily
imply or instil approval of the regime. There was space for individuals to follow
their own leanings, as Nicole Kramer’s essay reveals. But although differences in
values, artitudes, and opinions by no means disappeared, a particular kind of
engaged community did form—a community of action’, as Frank Bajohr puts

it—which displayed only minor deviations from the National
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But violence was also omupipresent (0 everyday lile under the MNagi regime, olten

assuming subtle forms. Detlef Schmiechen-Ackerman

ns analvsis of social control
shows clearly that the National Socialist Volkwemeainschaft project did not follow a
mp—dnwﬂ r‘nmh'l. Emr Wads r«||.i;‘-r.'~'.i by a ].ir'r.',t_ numbes (i _:L rOrs. | hete was Umimense
['r['t..'F-.*-.lll'L: on citizens to L'”T'Ii-””ii. even if the iu_‘; ;1‘51.} created by such pressure had
its limits. The essays of Part IV demonstrate vividly that violence was an integral
component of the Volksgemeinschafi utopia; and thar Volksgemeinschaft, conversely,
was a fundamental principle ot violenge.™

The concluding group of essays, those in Part V, suggest limits both to the reach
of the Volksgemeinschaft project and to how far historiographical approaches can be
based on it. Johannes Hiirter studies the Third Reich’s military elites. To the field
marshals and generals, the National Socialist Volksgemeinschaft promise was atzeac-
tive mainly because its integrative, socially harmonious elements suited them. They
expected nothing more from it. From the Nazis' point of view, the generals repre-
sented a virtually alien element within National Socialist sociery, and they resisted
any relaxing of social inequality by way of a Nazi meritocracy. The question why
such national conservative figures should commit themselves to a National Socialist
racist war and pursue it to the bitter end cannor, according wo Hiirter, be explained
by reference to the Valksgemeinschaft idea alone. When the world of rural Germany
s examined, investigation of social relations through the lens of Vollsgemennchafs
likewise has its limits. The master planners of the new agrarian order were certainly
inspired by Volksgemeinschaft, as Willi Oberkrome demonstrates, but when they
used the concept as a blueprint, they developed their own very ditferent versions,
and these visions had little in common with either the interests or the worldviews
of the rural population for whom their plans were made.

In May 1945, the National Socialist project crashed in nemesis. In the hope-
less situation Germans found themselves in, the Valksgemeinschaft notion began o
lose all vestiges of its appeal—or so Richard Bessel contends. In this he disagrees
with Sven Keller, whose analysis of violence demonstrates that loyalty to a sensed
Valksgemeinschaft still had power to shape individual behaviour even in the last
months of the regime. Richard Bessel looks at the complex rransformation th::
Nazis’ idea of a social utopia underwent in Germany’s post-war society. People’s
rejection of Valksgemeinschaft was ambivalent: on the one hand, Germans expe-
rienced an atomized world in which a sense of community seemed lost; un_th:
other, they still saw themselves as having a kind of rogetherness, but now in a
‘community of victims and of ‘fate’ (Opfer- und Schicksalsgemeinschaft). 1n nhﬁ;
self-perceptions, the Nazi social utopia left traces in both the GDR and the FRG.

6 Similarly Birthe Kundrus speaks of the Volkigemeinschaff's increasing self-referentiality of German
society towards the end of the war, :r{:ﬂml : Hriﬂﬂn;mm .n‘:“ﬂmmmmh“_ﬁ" a soclety in per-
?i:?rﬁmd.mﬁkm;:ﬂf“ﬂmﬁ.“m O hurmor and Erpel {eds), Hidler wnd die Deutschen, 130-5, 3t 134,

67 Siil}, Tod aus der Luff, makes a similar argument.
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Fourthly, the Valksgemeinschaft concept served as a reference point that could

be used to justify a whole range of actions and positions taken in many social

and political spheres. Its ubiquity and the great capaciny to forge consensus that it
evoked made the concept an ideal bargaining pomt in SIrstegy and Communica-
rian. Regardless of any belief in the desirability of the National Socialist utopia or
its capacity for realization, citizens drew on *Volksgemeinschaft when arguing in
support of their own interests or when they wanted to signal partial agreement. "
This drew people in. Especially in the carly days of the Narional Socialist regime,
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' See Markus Urban, Die Konsenifabrik: Fanktion snd Wehrnehoung dev NS-Reicksp age
19431941 (Gortingen, 2007); Arpid von Klimé and Male Rolf, "Rausch und MHkeatur: Emation,
Fefabrung und [nsveenicrung totalitires Hermchafr, e Arpad von Khimd and Malte Rolf (eda),
Rawsch und Diksatur: Imzenierung, Mobilicierung wnd Kemtrolle oo socalisiven Syromen (Frankfu,
20065, 11-43% Chrsian Bunnenberg, “"Daber sicht o die F".I..r:n sy hee vornehmae
an, .. " “Schulungen” als Inserumente der Differenzierung und Konunlle', in Kramer and Noteen
edds), Ungleichbeiten, | 33-54.

| Peukent, Volksgenouen und (remeinihafofremde Krames aod Nodeen (eds), Umgiless hivesten.

"7 Asmin Nolzen, ‘Indusion und Exidusion ks Dritten Reidh: Das Belapiel der NSDAY, In Bapadyr
and Wilds [edy), Vmﬁh{rmnmrﬁuﬁ B-77. -

" Sift and S, ““Vollogemeiaachaft™ und Vernichrungskrieg , 81. , |

™ See Nikdas Luhmann, ‘Inkhusion und Edduion’, i Nikls ;a’uh;ﬂn. Sexsologische Aufklirung,
vt Die Saziologie und der Memeh (1nd cdn. Wiesbaden, 2005, 121-36.

73 See the essay by Jane Caplan ﬂ&hﬂWhﬁ“ﬂMﬂi
Chdinary CGermans in Extraordinary Time: The Nazi Revolation in Hildesbeim
Ind., 2004). _

" Sex Johis Connelly, “The Uses of : Lerters o the NSDAP Kieislciung Emenach,
193591949, Journal of Modern Hutory, G8/4 (1996), 899-930,
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e p,; '-:u.t Lim:'lxr:itl:;im:h:isc of unrestrained terror to discipline the home fropg
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call to action. It emitted an appeal to the 1’51'5':'-"','3{“”“-"'-”’” o "“_1‘“”!""*' llf*"_ realization of
e Nazi social utopia in the tangible social environment. Gietting citizens to shape
heir communities as they went along accorded fully with the Nazi functionaries’
sversion to theory, and as each initiative was made, it created or recreated Spaces
for new d:w.-einpnrwms."“ One of the best-known 11|-¢:|I_1ugan-.i§1 siggans summing up
the l@!&;gmffmcﬂ;yfr idea was ‘socialism of practical action (Sozialismus der Tap).
Volksgemeinschaft was learned by practice,” which in turn made more and more
participation possible. The National Socialist Valksgemeinschaft project was nor juse
suffered or experienced; many people took an active part in shaping it.

The model we propose for conceprualizing the meaning and impact of the
Volksgemeinschaft concepr in Nazi Germany—and this needs to be stressed—does
not reintroduce the notion of any sort of actually existing national community,
Rather, it captures the dynamism of social change and the contradictions inherent
in the Nazis' social project. The same is true for our claim about the particular efh-
cacy of Vﬂfﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁmc‘aﬁaﬁ. uih.ich we trace in two distinet contexts: the realm of the
S o e Mbgr—icit o i

societal management, it also invited

mdn!;:fiual. appropriation and interpretation, and it was therefore susceptible to
combination with a variety of practices,
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Uwe Mai, 'R:r::#;,ﬁ E’:;ﬂgnfrﬁnﬂ' en: Dewtsche Ra {eds), Heimag, Region, Empirﬁ
D S for ik E'I.I:lg:mrpaﬂ:ﬂ. Soztal- é{;"fm (Gortingen, 2008);
: t (Paderborn, 2002).

5 to : rn  Kollmejep,
iche in dcf th:;:j;inj'. im Kl:iu:-lr’;t: = wﬂui:ﬁﬂ"“' aft"s Kinder und
- ﬂ L ' &l!m
o, Die NSDAP fﬁrf:::ritﬁﬁuﬁr o F h,f,: * (Bad hﬁtrﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ
2009, 117,35, ot NS-Zeir: Eine linsade bt Minchen 0 K0 s ey | 7o

tlefSch miechen-Ackermann,
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could use it to direct political discourse in 2 spe direction and could rehine the

sermanti hield thar evolved around it Since it W 1oeether other central renets of
Nazi ideology, the concept only achieved its own specihic CORTOUS in CONUNCUON

with them ¢l| "In addition 1o 15 functon ICRInmiIzang :_,L-'u-'i-_.i:. dt:'-t-'.upmrnh. the

Valksgemeinschaft concept was usetul to the regime in the context of soc ial control,
Preserving the integrity of the Volksgemetnschafs justihed surveillance repreasion,
and terror:® reference rvo Volksgemeinschaft guided such acnion, and the resuitant
community could itself be the instrument of control. We have already seen how
open the L_';Jl'lt.':_‘l‘l-l was: the flexibility with which it could be developed and dehined
was of crucial importance to the authorirties.

Although the Volksgemeinschaft concept was essentially collectve in spint, it
was ultimately directed at the individual. lts demands were insistently addressed
to ordinary people in their everyday lives. The most radical consequences were,
naturally, felt by those who were excluded: many were denied the right o life.
Yet L*'}in:i‘.fr‘ﬁﬂ.ﬂr!h too, found themselves caught up in the Nazi social experiment,
even if they could decide to a limited extent how far they were willing 10 commit
chemselves to it. If they committed fully, the Volksgemeinschafe would give them
. full National Socialist identity, and this could be highly self-affirming. it was
wot only orientation towards the Fiihrer and the Volk and the Hr}ptitﬂ't‘nf racial
and hinflngi:al quality that made them feel they belonged; their ﬁfiniﬂl_ reliabil-
v was honoured, and, in addition, the regime provided offers of speciiic roles,
some of which could seem very attractive. The war increased such opportunities: 2
‘militarized Volksgemeinschaft generated a large number of new roles, especially tor
women.* |

Quite aside from this, the Volksgemeinschaft concept offered 3 clear partern l:'tf
order that reassuringly reduced social complexity. During the Weimar Rl.‘pl.l.lhllt
the world seemed to have been turned upside down; society m:n:_cd to be fright-
eningly fragmented; values were put in question, and, it was believed, hﬂﬂr.!wtd
‘German’ norms and practices were being suppressed. By contrast, the National
Socialist Volksgemeinschaft concept offered unequivocal clarity and the v..:hancr of
commitment. It encouraged active participation and hﬂlfi out ic promise of rec-
ognition regardless of social status and privilege in a society differentiated by cn]:
teria derived from race, biology, and an ethic of achievement. When people o
part in the timeless, existential utopia the National Socialists offered, when they

gave it their total conviction, it seemed they could transcend individual existence.

80 See Steber, ‘Region and National Socialist deology™. g , A

41 See, for ﬂ:tm;lgc. Kerstin ‘Ihldu.r‘ﬂﬂﬁnqngﬁptfnlle in tﬁt:af mmﬂrﬂﬂmm:
und die Beurteilung der “palitischen Zuverlissigheit™, in: Kramer Nolzen (edds). Unglechibi
117-38,

8 See Nicole Kramer, Vblksgenooinnen
Volksgenossinnen: Frauen in der Hﬂwﬂ"‘ﬁ
in the Nazi Eass: Agents and Witnesses of Germanization
Stellung halten: Kriegeerfabrungen und Lebersgeschichte von
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needed. Polirical propaganda was freely unleashed, using the slick markering tech-
niques of the new consumer industries. New mechanisms and institutions were
created, and agencies and forums, previously part of civil society, were absorbed
and transformed to carry out the social engineering the Valksgemeinschaft project
demanded. Individual Volksgenossen were therefore confronted with the strategies
of Volksgemeinschaft in the most diverse areas of life and ar all kinds of levels.

The interplay between propaganda and the changes people saw around them gave
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Volksgemeinscha ft

A Modern Perspective on National Socialist Society

/'\"fh‘/u“"[ W“Wﬁh

In Germany since the nineteenth century, 1111.*+Lt;|'f11 ‘(i..-w.w'mrh;;/j (‘community’)
}mu Hi-T;L'Il l‘lL‘L'Il L'u['lll‘;lh'lt‘l;l '«.h-'il‘ll (rﬂf‘}{‘ﬁju')!h{f! (l*-'.{‘.li.:lt:tjv"]. 1'1‘1:: WO Fm“r[“ﬁ 4fC SCCN as
1'1LliL';‘-l”V L“HL‘I‘L‘HI ;IHL] I]1t'}’ inrm dan nppnhi[im‘l.ll i'r;llm:wnrk tor L‘l'i{iu';ll Lliht.'mlr'ﬂ:
{;:1 the illi'l'ﬂ;lﬁiligl}’ dynamic and pluralized social :_':m‘diliunﬁ [hﬂl.h.;w;,- {.1“,_.,_.11{‘“,{1
from industrialization, ‘;L'L“ul;u“i'r.;uinn. market uri::nmu:?n. ;u_lu.i political .hh{.‘l‘:]l!‘lﬂ‘l‘l.
“The yearning for Gemeinschaft we are uz:-id, ‘always springs from a reaction against
the p‘r{*scm‘ which is seen as bad. lh:;'rc.im;u, the ruul:_t}* of such (¢ lt.’!‘.f.ft‘.’H.'Ft';.i'h‘l'ff ulca'l:
.« not to be found in the past, which is frequently ln.\"“k{:'-'.l; bu.[ in the present.
The idea of Gemeinschaft is constantly i:wnl\'ud‘;m an ideal in critiques of 1111udrcrn
Gesellschaft, and is an essential component of the SULII-HCHTCH-'II’Ig lecuur;? u;;‘
rounding the crisis of modernity. No German scholar l:m:e urfrlrn-:n‘nms;;: Erf}.[} 1:1 y
on this tension than Ferdinand 16nnies, wl_'ms:.: book (.rf’rm:m.rc*fmjﬁ Una .GFH. .j.I H{k:
published in 1887, elucidated the spirit of his age and defined the social discourse
.« theme that would follow.’ %
Uﬂ"l['::e concept of ( remeinschaft conveys a ycarnqlng mi u:ir::{:fm: t::::;::
through both revolution and restoration. lhl_ﬁ :n?mwah:na,f:. t.rw::icnbﬂmr i-‘umm
tion of what appears to be lost ;m_d 'th-::: instigation of a wclmning); o us;ng
society, was inherent in the idea of (:f'?.".*f’fﬂ.‘iﬂ'hﬂﬁ Frr._nn the Tu't.ry h;a;rh.. S
Volksgemeinschaft as a historiographical term, therufnrt,'f}n:; “TLU 11 ﬂni,tim.l 1‘,_» e
assuming that it refers to a social rf:al'i[y thait 11(2[1.1::1“): ea:tlarebi.li r;{! zlcﬁn{: s
oained from invoking the Volksgemeinschaft lay not mf_lls a rymisc il 1 O
ety that had already been achieved, but rather in its future profise <
to mobilize.’ : =
In this essay I will first show that the concept of Vﬂ!ksgfmﬂmcbﬂﬁ was n

€8 922 ir had become the ‘dom-
cialist one. Well before 1933 llt—la[::S*Ull'iCh Thamer has

originally a National So A e
inant political interpretative formula’ in Germany,

m 1o Mich: ik and Hauke Brunkhorst
| Gérard Raulet, 'Die Modernitit der “Gemeinschaft™, in Micha Brumlik an

- i ' 1993), 72-93, at 73. .'
(eds), Gemeinschaft und Gerechtigheit (Frankfurt am Main, o Cambridge, 2001). |'|
* Ferdinand 'I"tf:rrnnics. Community and Civil Society, ed. ]mbl':; Fi’aw Forchungen 9ur Gesellschaft

¥ See Frank Bajohr and Michael Wildt (eds), Volksgemeins
des Nationalsozialismus (Frankfurt am Main, 2009).
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t‘tj [” 4 Wrth Ehii i‘.IIIL'IiEJ'l‘“”l{ d,"-i!.l.!'llh."-'hi_'lf, I WJ” CXqd H'I!'Hc; I”-‘-rr}
demonstr: F che lipﬂtrﬁ'rffff'f"i*“j"';ﬁ (I1), This will give us the Perspectiy
ical analyses ' : hieved social reality, burt rather as 3 SOCI;
Volksgemeinschafs not as an achieved |

‘ 'Il!ll.rﬁ -I".I.'IFJIJ '-t ‘.H':"'flf qﬁ
r“}gr'lph-

C o to be a Valk or Nation but had no wparate state of their ¢

Wi generally based their
i‘l pm'—'-?fice ‘ i-lrf”" On an I'-'hl!:i .I‘I:'_ll|]l-l. i1l

h;ﬁmg b{}rdt‘fﬂ bﬁ'ﬂ'-'l"':ﬂ I_]fluﬂgillg .]IH; Ostracism jr} H"':-'r}’tiﬂv “Fﬂ' “”}' | [||r|-.!.' the French or the HE:H'.“. the ( 1WCTIMans h_u.i IUIIE_ }H"{“H dn‘idcd Into many
'L:;-ﬂ : = _liﬂﬂ_ iu%ﬂ;m nf“’]i”[_ﬁ”t {.nql“r\, “I‘h“_h A1 i.'l_\' no “iLﬂ.”.‘J elh““ﬂ[ﬂd bu H“LJ” SLALCS .H?I-i lhll | rll.iil ot ltl‘..lt”{_ It]‘-T-HJ‘-E_‘. as a kl]-‘l"p}t.ﬂi "Jll””"‘l'ﬂ[{". Ihlﬁ
view also f ..t : e ' b ticular - " Ic ¢ - " ool zaL
d mnns:r:uf the fruicfulness of investigating the practices Subsumed Withip {h.t made them parti :Lr |_} susceptible to the ethnicizing Weology of the Valk, The
Lm‘ Wy ’.i:fhgﬂ?ft‘fﬂ-"l';'”ﬁ* Ths practices include ‘-h':}”{‘ﬂf"-’il‘_}f-bu”d- concept of !.fu Volk ..h r;lr.um. which is central wo a civil SOCiety based on the ideals
conceprion {3“:} mg, Ufl L{HI"'-[IH““””"[ hf:iliLii’H}' and It:g‘.i]
ostracism, and self-empowerment (IV).

equality, was conrras
as ethnes, which combined imaginary shared

and fantasies of shared blood and soil, W
I ism, alterity—rthe notion of the ‘other—
simple genealogical details became inescapable genetic \ncompatibilities, which by
definition could not be assimilated, As a result, the original project of assimilation
was replaced by policies of segregation and elimination, which ultimately became
genocidal.’
" Carl Schmitt recognized these ambivalences and tried to bend them towards an
anti-parliamentary, anti-liberal stance by insisting that every democratic constity-
rional order had to be founded upon a politically anchored Volk defined by identity

strong state considered
the Weimar constitution,
Social Democrats, who were
may have been successful in

competing Soviet Republic

ted with the ides of Volk

geneuc inheritances, myrl

ith the emergence of biological determin-
was formalized as 3 face of nature, so thar

e histories,

The notion of Volksgemeinschaft was promored early on as
right-wing wélkisch circles, oriented around the ethno-narionalist .
Volk or ‘people’, But its popularity was really established during the Fipst World
War, when the leadership needed to unite the German population behind ¢
imperial war flag. The sentiment expressed by Kaiser Wilhelm 17 i 1 914, that he .
no longer recognized political parties byt simply Germans, was 2 simple by apt and homogeneity.” German legal theorists who supported a
summation u_Frhr: situa the political necessity of mobj. the civil state, as conceived by Hugo PreuR, father of
?:zmg the entire pﬂpularim] behind the war effort, ; to include ang incapable of ever winning a majority; and while the
' the leading power behind the November Revolution,
In Wartime soctery, and old anti-

installing a parliamentary republic (as opposed to the
: s became common o system), they failed to create 2 constitutional
the notion of I«’E&rgmm‘furfmﬁ, with i + nce again, y

theory of their own that could do
mythi based upon g more than simply call for parliamentarianism.? The idea of Gemeinschafs, especially
ic pas : 3 _ : : :
In thf e.;'! S lﬂ:zﬁﬁ magic. Voiksgemeinschaft, seemed to offer 2 semantic strategy for CoOuntering resentments
¥ twenti Efnrury use thh ‘ - : {37
' € term Volk increas; against the unpopular Republic, without aba
SACES 10 the German Nysipy (nation), ¥/ o mo bl ok .

ndoning the republican principle of

ings, and chis is sovereignty vested in the pcnpl.::"“ ‘
alences connecrud o d:: atractiye rh?n Nation, which was loaded with ambiy- Gemeinschaft was, as the SGCI?IﬂgISt Hellrnut!': Plessner, an astute nbscn":r of the
and which unayo, dably harke?[?mi-mm and the 4 Urnation (culrural nation), period, remarked in 1924, the ‘idol (ffithls age’.! Nearly 1ll'pohnc-.1] partics advo-
HIrough revolution, The idea “;;h’ 0 the archetypy| French ‘narjop’ with its birth cated the Volksgemeinschaft as a political programme. _'Ih:u' respective concepts
idea of ‘state’ ghap, the Vlk cop “4H0R Was far more Strongly connected to the. were, however, marked by differences that were sometimes fundamental, some-
than Nation for conveying “CPL Was. And the tm Yolk was much b o times merely a question of degree. The Left Liberals proposed a conception of
and Socia| Darwinism, e Hu;gﬁﬂdﬂ of ethnicizatiop, biologica determinism, Volksgemeinschaft that was meant to negate notions of class stmglf: and encour
and semantjc usage became Eenrr:l W has poinged out that ethpjc membershi s the social unity of the nation. In 1928, the German Democraric F’art)f ‘{DDP}
nineteench BT T pareicyla. :“ff-‘ﬂal for deﬁning the nation 4, the end ; dip stated in its election manifesto: “The basic principle of our domestic policy will
> SPecial ingepeg B'0Ups that dec redetﬁzm;-h; forever be the idea of the Volksgemeinschaft, which we promore in contrast to those
" Hang.Ulrich Thatses, EE:n;q;d f';rif:l 9;‘5{;bshawm. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Prognomme, Myth, Reality
ﬁgﬁﬂ?ﬂg % Menichen; Sféu%?m% Menscl Und Mgt | ’See fﬁi{;har:! Mann, The Dark Side of Democracy; ming Ethnic Clean “.lﬁmhridm- 2005).
3 Suj“fﬁ'ﬁ'\’:rhgy Pt tind Kﬁf?ﬂﬁ% ;5Mb;’mm¢w van Diilmen (ed), : See William E. Scheuerman, Qﬁ&m The Jmﬂzﬂm Md- 999:; | pinees
2000). Steffen B . ‘sj"f'" ﬂffﬂ-ﬁ.ﬂfm Mﬂnn:, 1998), 367 _88, . 5!‘:':' !"cu:r C. Caldwell and William Sl::hcucrrmn (eds), From Li Democracy to Fascism
Detschlands iy g gy g eimschafs ot My and Mgy | “nd Political Though in the Weimar Republic (Boston, 2000,
S Germay | ,;m%“m"‘!‘, &%’fhin 2003). MI%M% gy 030 Gorys

. See Michael Wildr, ‘Die Ungleichheit des Volkes: “¥ schaft” in der

sl Yon 1914 | mmunikation der W Republik’, in Bajohr and Wildt (eds) W B S A e
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. ' s between na 1 .
rw}lmc.ﬂ parties that try © inflame conflicts betwee tionalist and Mar

herween urban and rural, an ; For the Lef
Liberals the concept of Volksgemeinsc i i ith demge
According to Gustay Schneider a [r.u_ir: union figure who '*F‘“E“:' i the DDP par
congress in 1924, the Weimar .":,”m”m?m”, TL‘IPIFL‘-‘W"'LT:&{ : .111'.1511;' toundatipn
‘the onlv one on which a true Valksgemeinschaft is possible’.’

SGimilarly, the German Centre Party (Zemtrum), which represented Cathols
o frselFasa ‘broadly based Christian party which explicitly stands for the Gern;
Volksgemeinschafi . However, the Centre Party resolutely opposed far-righ
anti-Christian interprerations: “We explicitly reject all divisive differentiations that;
divide our Valk. We defend ourselves against a new schism which is being precin;
tated by a so-called “neo-Germanic” spirituality that confuses our Va/k, 15 i

Even the Social Democrats fHirted with the notion of W}f»{'jgf-'mfjﬂmﬁmﬁ_ Th
instability after the collapse of the old Reich, when the Social Democrats ook :
the political mantle but felt threatened by revolutiona ry leftists and their artem muﬂ
rebellions, led to a rhetoric of domestic cohesion and unity, and to a rejectini |
any divisiveness, For the Social Democrats the working class had ;
f‘ﬂ |t5 hifmr}u become the largc majority. [hey iuﬂapugﬁd that
inhinitesimally small—and unjustifiably powerful—minority of e
¢state owners, :
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the youth tendency was closely linked o calls for
1 Volksgemeins paft. Thus at the hest German Students' Dav in luly 1919, the
Catholic social retormer and student leader Carl Sonnenschein prociaimed: “We
reed academics who love their Volk and stand by their Valk, whose gospel is ot
"u.h‘:;u'|1[llt'f'”“ but rather the Volksgermeinschaft. Down with snobbery and caste
thinking! We want to belong to our Valk."" Supporters of the popular education
qmovement in the Weimar Republic ook a similar stance. The Social Democrat
Konrad Haenisch, who was Prussia’s Minister of Education and Culture, justified
che establishment of centres for adult education ( Valkshochhulen) by underlining
the need for a ‘cooperative effort between all parts of the Volk. We need o build
hridges between that small section of the Valk thar does intellectual work, and the
L-a,,-cr-gru.wfing section made up of \-i:i!hgﬂmum who may work with their hands,
but are mentally hungry. ™

Young teachers and clergymen also heeded the call o build up the
Valksgemeinschaft. In the Weimar Republic, some rwo thousand rural dergymen
belonged to the village church movement {.I}ﬂd}fﬂ'j‘fﬂé’ft.!ghﬂglf bringing a new
‘Volk consciousness’ to the villages. The aim was to lead the locals out of the narrow
confines of village concerns into the greater mass consciousness of a liberated Volk
nationwide. This vision of the Volksgemeinschaft “bestowed a religious consecration;
a secular subject was reframed as the grear white hope of the village church' ¥

In the political discourse of the Weimar Republic, a significant characreristic of
the Volksgemeinschaft notion was clearly its potential for rranslating the supposed
unity of the Valk (whether in political, social, or cultural terms) into homogeneity.
This is why the concept resonated in so many ways tor the polirical Right, which
was similarly promoting its vision of Volksgemeimschafr. However, the Right's ideal
of homogeneity was primarily geared rowards eliminaring any political diversity.
lt defined membership in the Gemeinschaft in racist caregories and was ultimately
prepared to achieve homogeneity by violent means.

Krise des Weimarer Sozialismus (Bielefeld, 2011); Stefan Vogt, Navlonaler Socialiomus und Sosiale
Demokratic: Die sozialdemoknusische Junge Rechee 19181945 (Bonn, 2006).

" Quored by Jens Wietschorke, ™ Ins Volk gehen!”: Zur kulrarellen Logik der Volksfreundschal im
deutschen Biirgertum vor 1933", Hisrorisohe Anshvopelogie, 18/1 (2010), 88-119, at 103.
¥ Quored by Paul Ciupke, 'Diskurse aber Volk. Gemeinschaft und Demokratie in  der
Erwachsenenbildung der Weimarer Zeir', in Paul Ciupke ¢t al. (eds), Die Erciehung zum deutschen
Menschen’: Vilkische und nationalkonservarive in der Weimarer (Essen,
2007), 1130, at 13, One of the most influential Weimar intellectuals on Volk and _ |
was Max Hildebert Bochm, See Ulrich Prehn, Mix Hildebert Bovkm: Rusdikales Ordnungsdenken vom
Ersten Weltkrieg his in die blik (Gortingen, 2013). |
und Parseipolitik 1918-1933: Die von Milien
ieten Deurschlands in der Weimarer Rey

bei Paul Althans (Munich, 2009).
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Volksgemeinschalt: | Modern Ierspective
Ulrich Thamer, the notion of i:Jf{’.mfr'me'.'rm'ff-'-[ff Was of cen

~arding to Hans- _ . : :
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S o T | Hitlers worldview. ks
:::l :i.:::::::—d arty tl':;.!t h,‘},PLJJlE%{ (o .}” s.'l.lriT_u” .;j?t{ '}Ld;;|:]ﬂ itler tDnI-f on the
~harismatic role of Fithrer for the entire hrﬁ“. dec SEEUSO “_ g i-‘}"i‘}?lﬁs yearn.
ings for both continuiry and change, and tf”. urmy'lami salvation within 2 furupe
Volksgemeinschaft.” For example, in the politically thffﬂ south-west EﬂrGf:rrnzu-jl,;r
the Nazi Party was successful in taking over the stagnating local culrure of Clubs
and associations. It persuaded local party branches to coordinate their activitieg
with those of existing clubs and associations, and it rejected elitist membership
regulations, thereby inviting all Volksgenossen to participate, whether Catholi,
or Protestant, farmer or tradesman, merchant or labourer, male or female, The
Catholic petite bourgeoisie was especially eager to accept this invitation ro join the
mainstream, having been culturally excluded ever since the Second Reich’s founds.
tion under Protestant/Prussian dominance, followed by Bismarck’s implementa.
tion of the anti-Catholic Kulturkampf™

Despite all the rhetoric of inclusion propounded by the political Right, their

version of the Volksgemeinschaft was, in fact, defined by limits and exclusions. The
Right was less concerned about who belonged to the Volksgemeinschaft than with
who could not belong, that is, those who were already bein g semantically ostra-
cized as Gemeinschaftsfremde (community aliens), pri'mﬂril}.r the Jews. This was
clearly not to be the civil society of the liberal nation-state. Here. allti-SEmiﬂsm
played a central part. The racist and anti-Semitic borderline bﬂﬂa;'l'l inextricabl
embedded in this construction of the Vol as a ‘natural blood-b Gammeinhilh
striving to define its own political system, Anti '-H'i.l. o L

+ Anti-Semitism was the founding bed-

E einschafft, exacerbating its radical nature and
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have heen anti-Semites betore

[his vision of Valksgemeinschaft with irs anti-pluralistic vearnings that so rabidly

s strongly oriented towards the furure.
The 1Ess'a{':gr‘wr'-'h'-u""r-'ﬂ’ff was not 2 reality thar already existed. but still needed 1o be
=] -|[ WS 1.I:J.L'III'M';-IE:IP"}IF!j;r.';-)"_];iffr as 3 -F].l'j.

re)ec red the existing Weimar democracy W

achieved | s of promise’, as Thomas Mergel
purs ir.?” This inspirational concept of i-};ﬂufﬂurm.uI;;{fr combined a criticism
of the existing situation with a ‘will to change’, ultimarely, according 1o Martin
Broszat, unleashing a powerful ‘social impetus to the benefit of the Nazi Party,
expressing itself as an unprecedented frenzy of activity, inventiveness, selt-sacrifice,
and energy among Nazi members and supporters, as could already be seen during
the Party’s pre-1933 struggle to power, It especially helps 1o explain the extraor-
dinary motivation and dedication shown by large parts of the nation under the

Hitler regime.

|

For a long time German historians treated the Volksgemeinschaft as merely a propa-

ganda buzzword. Heinrich August Winkler spoke of its "Mythos', while Bernd

-

Weisbrod referred to its "illusoriness’.” In particular, Hans Mommsen insisted that
the notion of Volksgemeinschaft was only a pretence ar supporting social integra-
tion, and that the middle classes were much more susceptible to its line of argu-
ment than the working classes. It is in this belief that, even today, Mommsen
argues that the term Volksgemeinschaft should be avoided in analyrical contexts,
because it is too much coloured by Goebbelss propaganda.™

But it would be a mistake to think that the Volksgemeinschafi really did signify a
social reality in Nazi Germany in which class differences, disparities of wealth, and
property entitlements had been levelled out. As | have pointed out, the concept
of the Volksgemeinschaft drew its political power not from a social realiry achieved,
but rather from its promise, and the mobilization it inspired. In the 1970s, Martin

" Thomas Mergel, ‘Fithrer, Volksgemeinschaft und Maschine: Politische Erwartungsserukuren
in der Weimarer Republik und dem Narionalsozialismus 1918-1936, in Wolfgang Hardrwig (ed.),
Pﬂ;ffmrf;r Kulturgeschichte der Zwischenkriegszeit 1918-1939 (Goringen. 2005), 91-127,
.ﬁ Martin  Broszar, 'Soziale Motivation und Fithrer-Bindung des Nationalsozialismus',
Vierieljahrshefie fiir Zeitgeschichre, 1814 (1970). 392409, at 396. * _
- Heinrich Augusc Winkler, “Vom Mythos der Volksgemeinschaft'. Archiv fiir Sozialgachichte,
17 (1977), 484-90, ar 485; Bernd Weisbrod, ‘Der Schein der Modernitit: Zur Hmﬁm“'ﬁ‘g
Val inschaft™, in Karsten Rudolph and Christh Wickert (eds), Geschivhee als Mgl
die Chancen von Demokratie (Essen, 1995), 224-42. |
s Mommsen, ‘Forschu ncroversen  zum  Nationalsozialismus', A W und
's"'f‘:!!#ﬁk'ﬁm 14-5 (2007), 14-21; see also Hans Mommsen, ‘Hitler und der Mythos der
inschaft; Zur Auflosung der bitgerlichen Narion', in Dan Diner, Gideon Reuve and
Viaac Weiss (eds), Deutsche Zeiten: Geschichte und Lebenswelt (Govingen, 2012), 132-140.
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Broszat noted, ‘neither the regime
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younger generation,” :
Frank Bajohrs recent research on armaments production suggests that this

economic upswing benefited certain industries and regions more than othes,
The armaments boom, in particular, produced many inequalities and disparities,
Beyond the Ruhr, one of the biggest regional winners was central Germany, where
new industrial centres were growing, In cities such as Magdeburg, Halle, Dessau,
Halberstadt, and Bitterteld the number of industrial workers doubled within a few
years. Furthermore, the city of Rostock, with its shipyards and Heinkel aircraft
factory, saw its population increase by one-third in just six years, from 90,000 in
1933 to 120,000 in 1939. Overall, the biggest boom took place in the aircrafi
industry, with an unprecedented increase in the workforce involved, rising from
.Fewer than 4,000 workers in January 1933 to some 325,000 in 1939. The aircraf
industry auracted workers with its wage premiums, modern production facilities,

impressive performan st  bui : - :
P £ ce statistics, newly built housing, and elevated social prestige

asa high-tech’ sector. In 1935, a Social Democraric 1 a
: ‘ ' ocratic ; ; :
workers of being excessively self-centred o A p—— ..

acticuln. meaning union organization, As described
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15 inferior 1o the middle class, not 1o mention the aristocracy. As early as Mav Day

1933, the "honour of work was trequently mentioned. In the following months
chere were numerous factory visits by Robert Ley, the leader of the German Labour
Front, che National Socialist COTPOrALIST SUCCessor to the ihd‘fpfﬂdtlll trade unions.
During these visits, he always made a point of shaking hands with employees at
the workbench.” The term “denssche Qualititsarbeid t'n:’?;h~ﬂu.1!iw work from
(Germany), prumutni by entreprencurs and trade unions from the end of the
aineteenth century, was still on the agenda during the National Socialist regime,
instilling an element of pride in workers for their skill and competence. Moreover,
German workers, who made up the majority of the German army, could go on 1o
regard their murderous wartime duties as "Qualitdrsarbeit’. Alf Lidrke quotesa ler-
rer written by Herbert Habermalz, a sergeant who had previously been employed
1s a clerk. After a flight from Cracow to Warsaw in June 1943, he wrote to his col-
leagues: “We flew several circles above the city. And with grear satisfaction we could
recognize the complete extermination of the Jewish Gherto. There our folks did a
really fantastic job. There is no house which has nor been toully destroyed. This
we saw the day before yesterday. And yesterday we took off to Odessa. We received
special food, extra cookies, additional milk and burter, and, above all, a very big
bar of bittersweer chocolate.™

Valksgemeinschaft did not mean socialist equality, as Garz Aly claims," but
deliberate inequality. Although National Socialist propaganda emphasized the
elimination of class barriers and the unity of the Volk, in reality its version of
Volksgemeinschaft was structured according to new inequalities, in which the inclu-
siveness of the Volksgenossen was accompanied by massive processes of exclusion.
In the early 1980s, Detlev Peukert was already underdining this dualism berween
Volksgenossen and Gemeinschafisfremde.” Norbert Frei has since highlighted the
testimonies of contemporaries who, despite the continuing prevalence of material
and social disparities, nonetheless experienced a ‘perceived equality’, which was an
important factor in building loyalty.™

However, even Valksgenossen were not citizens with guaranteed civil rights;

the system was not concerned with the legal equality of individuals. Instead, the

3% Alf Litdtke, “The “Honor of Labor™: Industrial Workers and the Power of Symbols

WY, at 69-71,

* Alf Lidike, “The Appeal of Exterminating *Others™: German Workers and the Limits of

Resistance’, in Christian Leicz (ed.), The Thind Reich: Essential W'{M‘.Imh 151-78, at
175; see also Alf Lidtke, ‘People Working: Everyday Life and German Fascism', History Workshap

Beneficiaries: Plunder, Racial War, and the Nazi Welfare State (New York, 2007),
" Detley |, K. Peukert, Inside Nazi Germany: Conformity, Opposition and Racism in Everyay Life

Jowrnal, 50 (2000), 77-92.
7 Goa Aly, Hitlers

(London, 1998).

¥ Norbere Frei, *“Volksgemeinschafi”s Erfahrungsgeschichte und Lebenswicklichkeir der

Hitlr-Zeit, in Notbeet Frei, 1945 und wir: Das Drite Reich m Bewufinein
2005), 107-28; see also Peter Fritzsche, Germans into Nazis (Cambridge, 1998).

£ _".

B Bt

right legislation and nrecarvatt

under National
Socialism', in David E. Crew (ed.), Nagism and German Sociery, 1933-1945 (New York, 1994), 67~

s = ETREE



™ ——

T TES & FLFd

'-3;-- ' ji P 1;'
Please handl, ’ =T

FinL e s

L-ﬁ!i‘t‘fﬂﬂnsmh nied o
ht legislation and D

[ F
d Modern Ferspecrive

Volksgemeinschaft:

32 \f)
T = i : i -. J el PN 'I"'\--.. ":Ii
Vo lk . hah focused on the Volk isself., particularly in the biological OF orpag
ol TReT TR T ; ot il s Ve 4N S TSR TR 7 R Sy .
. !grf- s '?l”;:rr'n'f Euﬂr[li:rﬁi";-t‘ﬂrﬁrr}. The FCgimes central 'h]”:*:f'l“ was: 1lI‘:‘-:.u,; Futting It-cven m CAPULILTY than Rershaw | » 1 0 emphasize thar this
sensc Of 15 U . ] 1 . T o S r } i relEr B s WOCH INCIUSION and exirtise . . - Pl -
f“'I‘Il'. vour ””g:. is ﬂ'cn‘thi"t’- ’ The 'r.-:h#_-lfr‘fm.u.u-’mf. wds nor abour “'“Eii]itsm'm DOorder bel - T HAHT Was ot 3 given far Such borders did not
nothing. $ i - SRl T - 3 mnly exist: th had o be activels WA P :
£ s aboe mcial mobilization; not about socialism for the Nation, } SRRy CREEw S S J Y Grawn. Ahet coming 1o power. the National
ﬂtmL‘I“}“.-—u[ ' = .”-1 F ,L; = F ' ]1_!: N} |lri-.]‘-|. [OOK [ LUILIVALIOND ol he |.;-_'.,|r' i T F
bau;in"rusedpcrfhﬂm]l-:f rowards Ehl‘d:‘\fh‘rpﬂ‘lﬂlh [he Lrerman 1’ﬂﬂd'[’;£»§ i cial ihigemeinichaft as their primary mission
4 — : o Al Contcaile’s " s (o be pursucd cven out in the provinces, villages 3nd < it 4
In this context, it is worth considering Michel Imhﬂu“.b thesis thar after the : r 11 lrawing a racist border throuet i g o
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Cs directed against the Jews in th

: o he local neigh-
bourhood, along with Roma, Sinti, other Gemeinschafisfremde and Fremdoilbische

wol of life processes through technologies of power, such as birth control,
rates, hygiene, and disease prevention. Foucault calls this new style of 5o
power biopalitics’. ‘One might say that the ancient right to w#ke life or £,
replaced by 2 power to faster life or disallow it to the point of death,'! S
There is no doubr that this concept was a central component of Natigpy| day in the big cities, which had police and foreign c}bs.cn:rrF: ;:::;Z: %:5:1:::’
Socialist propaganda. At the same time, it PR be denied thar for large sec. however, out in the provinces, small towns, and villages, the t;n'gljt: ¢ "J:lt:d u :
tions of the German public, the Volksgemeinschafi really did represent a worthwhile a political arena in which the local chaprers of the 8S and the m-il":—r: o ﬁi
social aspiration, although different groups may have applied very d 3 the Nazi Party cou

_ _ _ ifferent mean- influence the social, cultural, and political patterns of the communirs The bovoot
ings to the term. In whatever way it was understood. it offered a possible point of

ve reign

F-Lw]j-hi:.?ﬂ were hrst and toremost polici

live vya (members of ﬂ:rr::ig_n races).
The boycott of Jewish businesses an 1 April 1933 was

contact or of sympathetic ali BT S v allowed experimentation with various forms of activism. such as purting up street
A symp hﬂ‘lc igament with the Nazi regime, and this is 2 significant posters and banners, standing guard ourside Jewish shops, directly 2¢ ing custom-
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iccpﬂrdj[' mﬁh&‘fmg t n;mmr: of authority and society under National Socialism, ers not to enter such businesses, and even using insuits and violence *
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ofthes gbl l!?:rbert rei, ‘the question of the Volksgemeinschaft lies ar the heart In addition to these aggressive boycorts, the summer of T - L P pme—
roblem’, -

»aigns to denounce marriage or sexual relations with Jewish partners as ‘race defile.
paig :

ment (Rassenschande). This was several months before the decree in the Nuremberg

Laws was issued in Seprember. Accusations were made all across the Reich, with
I constant arracks in newspapers, flyers, and demonstrations. and the alleged “race
. defilers’ were forced to march through the streets. These marches passed throug
Everyday life : _ 8 P FOugn
did r:ﬂhﬂﬂ:;‘g;d;:“mﬁ ﬂ*: borders berween rhose who did and those who busy streets in brn:u_j daylight. Looking at the photographic documentation, one
ot oy s ae _u?-".g?mﬂmréaﬁ, Beate Mever rells the ilieminasng o8 notices the crowds, including women, children, and teenagers, who walked along- |
in the pm-wa; : J;w“iiiﬂlf‘hfﬁﬂd', +38 ot yet excluded by his clasfmat: side the victims, laughing, teasing, insulting, and spitting at them. Their vOveuristic
by conducting i?nod-ut: thm they decided 1o mitate the novels of Karl Ma pleasure, over and above collusion and participation in punishing this transgres-
Old Shatterhand, ¢he mﬂ} ff! fitual like the e performed by Winner :mz sion against ‘racial honour', is unmistakeable. With these 1935 Campaigns against
was mixed, his friendo d;:": usion took place, As sking were r:: Lot dﬂzl e Rassenschande, the National Socialists had found another field of everyday life in
view; he recoungeg: “Then th . hrifi he ”::“id NOt cross, Larer i:: : 1;;3 in‘:er- which they could effectively draw a border around the Volksgemeinschaft % L1
'0 me and were 3 bit asham <Y told me: “Thays not allowed ™ g Everybody could join in and take part, without needing to assume individual '
b 45T ed, bur they stuck ro ¢ - They explained it T A ki the |
much.™ This anecdore SUPPOrs [ag K. X 101it. They had dteady learned il responsibility or leadership. Even the most cowardly could punch, kick, and o |
mﬁfgﬂﬂt‘fmr&qﬁ could prave mﬁﬂv“hﬂwimnmntinn that the ::i i fthe erwise exercise violence, without fear of retaliation from the victim. The backing 'I
the ways in which ordinary ¥ valuabe 'Har:un S g i of the community of perpetrators ensured that violence against the victim was -
ory of a Gtrmmgﬂdmﬂ}. J @Wdcwwruﬂplnm S - Ptpt S - E : SELF
¥ ot escalating persecypio ending Ommitted themge multiplied and minimized any perpetrators fear of being hurt himself, or .

hdm%ﬂm;;‘ﬁ Ives 1o 2 rta}m-

fering injuries to his own body. This collective act of violence against ﬁe Jews
Was not only a brutal way of excluding the ‘other’, bur also served 10 build the

" “ CEH nah Ahlheim, Denthe, nichs bei fuden!: Anrsemivirmus wnd pelisicher Boykott
m Dfmﬁf:d I?.?-fnbni: 1935 (Gﬁ:im 2011); Michael Wilde, Hisler} _
mﬁ{ufmh of Racial Exclusion; Violence against Jews i Provincisl Germany. 1919-1939
2011), 105-32, _ Y
* See Alexandra Prayrembel, Rasemschands? Reimbeinmyches wnd Vermichtumgilogicimarion im
Narionalsozialismus (Gortingen, 2003),
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20 i‘ll‘lliil;l'_ﬂain'..i.l had nlh:.'r'l.""hrtl only ralked about, This

| ieself not through laws, w hich could have serier limjp_

s onlv ;;rlr.‘.!.ﬂ.'i.i itselt [l]r-:hugh action, ”'h.’. Nazi ffgt
! ) Mg

Volks fc'mr.'u.i:'fqlrf rlur_ INa
4 community that define

: i v
was 4 commurity - | R s
I'..ilhfh i : , I o Jllﬂ“'iﬂﬂ is h:!.l*.'l".'. hﬂf’i:‘j{r nossen to P"”“E!P:ue E*
communalized the violence, t + Every

act of violence hroke Pg:.r;hnlugical harriers and :ahiirmli_ ;in,- I'L:].;:g of the sl
since things Frcvic:—usl}’ forbidden cnuFd now ht.‘- iim‘nci.u. ”[],m;[ [::;3,- of legal e
ties; it *.-.a::.s. system in which new gpucr}s for action I 1at hac | never been CONcejy.
1ble before now became available. [he 1'1::1!::-1[ campaigns against the Jews did o
o +h et calves create the Volksgemeinschaf, but the exercise of violence aNnticipared
s realization, even if this was limited in time and space. The practice of exclusion,
arv violence gave self-empowerment concrete Furlm, and even I.'t‘lal{iﬁ' it Ph}’sica]l}r
tahgihtt, by suspending the old order and allowing the establishment of g e
political order of racist inequality.

The abrogation of the Weimar Republic’s constitutional status quo in 1933

offered numerous elites the ‘enabling space’ they had long desired. The Law for
the Prevention of Genetically Defective Offspring, enacted in July of thar yey
finally permitted doctors to ‘heal” the German Valéskorper. For the first time i
Germany, the sterilization of patients against their will was authorized. Newly con.
vened ‘genetic health courts', each consisting of a judge and two doctors, examined

some 224,000 cases in the first three years alone, and ordered sterilization in soMme

199,000 cases (around 90 per cent of those examined). Police officers, finally freed
from legislative and judicial limitations, believed thev
without criminals, :

cerrain social groups in racial terms as ‘anti-social elements’, jusri

ment in ' : :
concentration camps and, ultimately, their elimination. Local welfare

officers no longer classified their cli : . _
them according to emPlﬂ?abﬂit: clients according to neediness, but instead rated

not eat. Here, to0, racist criteria were soon u

ful’ to the Volksgemeinschaf; d Ghs
whose first paragraph blur{:i and those ‘alien’ to jr, With the new tax law of 1934,

Sl ey ions must conform ro Natio
shrjiuld receive equal treatment before the law; th ol
?,rﬂ,g;neqt}al ‘reatment, imposing additional tax
oiksgemeinschafi-also signified individualized se|
pnsslbfhnﬂs for action amongst the favoyed

r.ndu::tive analysis of th

fying their intem-

sed 1o differentiace between those ‘use-

F*ﬁﬂ'-ipmver

ractices

- omunalization .'I];; |

PﬁﬂFJE h-‘l"i"ﬂ “appmpmtedn, Whﬂt Ei]'an Lud‘tkt: Wﬂu}d_he ‘d'!.f Fﬂ&CUf ﬂ-f EL?;II
TPhis ek : wltaneoy| rms in which
ricy and thus ts conditional ﬁtmmgrk.};m% “their” world"

e o, hetefore provided gy g\ @0€0usly predefined
ere options for individual an gy 899, multilayered see
uals and groups do ngr congrrue ¢ %tio !'I-Fﬁr as Liidtke

could now achieve a society

and eagerly accepted theories of criminal biology thar defined

on the premise thar those who cannot work, need

N cur collegtions canbec ied,
ezt legislation and nraeasces

i f ¥ ||:"II 1 Ih;l I .I."f.r ; -R.

i EICELY jra L Ll s ATl a, BT i & i ¥ .
which they pel Csphere removed and devond that of social rela-

(ons no, sucn a promn 1% gencrated iy andg ’!;”'r'i;;':'.}- ti.,;t VETS ‘v‘-t.'h . I.li.'lll"h.' ll'f."

A H”:;_.}-, conlorm to the Codes and fcpisonanons ol meaning and reality they

are given, but instead ulilize images, words, and practices 1o onent themselves;

{ht."'-' vary them, and when ruping P2 INST the .'1-'_;?-._1, l_'.!‘_l:_gl'i ot real !!l.!, they -..IL-'IH}!.::
chem as well as the surrounding social condigios

Volksgemetns ﬁ'"-ff_f is not to be analysed as a rigid social construct, but #s the making
of community, focusing on social practice instead of 2 societal starus guo.

In this analysis, supposed dependents tumn into active prolagonists, becoming
both subject and object, experiencing powerlessness and subjugation to author-
ity Agures, political leaders, and economic forces, and yer also modifying these
t.y:-_i'ru[:i{:!':ﬂ{‘.'i chrough individualized, contrasting, and even contradictory modes of
;1[}Pr;~.pl'i:1i'1u11: which can also resulr in non-contorming behaviours, Furthermore,
experiences ot pleasure, participation, and prosperity can certainly be intertwined
with repression, exploitation, and dominance. During the Second World War,
members of the German Volksgemeinschaft could acquire slave labourers from the
occupied territories for farm or factory work, and thereby experience a tecling
of power and superiority. At the same time, they remained within the National
Socialist terror system, where any lapse in conformiry could lead 1o their own per-
secution. This simultaneity of acquiescence and dissociation is constantly empha-
sized by Alf Liidtke.

lan Kershaw, therefore, misses the mark with his central critique, maintaining
that the Valksgemeinschafi concepr presumes one single identity to be ‘completely
predominant’.** He is in danger of overlooking, or even ignoring, the cr:cks'in
consensus. The analysis of the Volksgemeinschaft as a dynamic process of active
social practice is concerned precisely with this diversity of behavicural strategies,
with joining in and turning away, willingness and reluctance, enLhusi.;lsm and t}ir
ability to adapt, distancing the self and ‘working against the Fihrer’. The point
is to deconstruct the Volksgemeinschaft concept’s very suggestion of homogeneity.

AY

The Valksgemeinschaft was not based on inclusion alone, despite rum:nt}cm:d
memories which recall the communal spirit produced under National Sim:lnﬂsm
as a ‘good thing’. This kind of emphasis isolates the experience nf b-!:lungmg &t{m
its dark side, the persecution and exterminarion of Jews, Roma, Smiu. Polfi. Saviet
prisoners of war, the mentally and physically disabled, tht:t Chmﬂfﬁu? ill, and a
host of others. In reality, both aspects were inextricably mmﬁwtﬂﬁ—mfﬂm“'
nalization with ostracism and extermination, inclusion with genocidal exclusion.

*;1 ?Eﬁiéud:h. ‘ImmduH::lium Tﬂ is m&maf _
in tke (ed.), The Hi Everyday Reconssrwesing
(Princeton, 199%), 3-40, :mﬂﬂﬁiﬂ original).

® Kershaw, in this volume, p. 38.

- |
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So an analysis of the l'é:fi'{gm;mm-ﬁa.-:ﬁ must .1J~.~.'.1.r.~. ”_IU’FI"HF.IE:: the
Ihc;f.r: ostracized at those inclmifd.. rhf.: gaze “.t the f'_:.n.wr.nfj.-'fi.-{fn f reﬁmdrr:r at the
Cemeinschafe. This is why Saul Friedlinder (in |‘-|I!..:|'.[IL ular) called for ap e
grated hisrc;riﬂgraph}" of the Holocaust, one that dm:r.a not assume the POsitiog
of the omniscient narfator, bul instead makes the voices of many Protagonig

audible.

From the very beginning, all efforts made by Jewish individuals and groups to disrupy
the plans of the National Socialists, no matrer how slight they might have been, rep-
resented an obstacle an the road rowards urter annihilation: rcg.-lrdie*;:i of whether it
meant bribing officials, police officers, or informers, paying families to hide childre
or aduls, escaping to the forests or mountains, retreating into small villages or major
cities, changing religion, joining resistance groups, stealing food, or anything else thay
might have led to survival. This micro-level was the location of fundamental 4nd
angoing interactions between Jews and the authorities who were working towards
achieving the Final Solution’. It is on this micro-level that Jewish reactions and initia-
tives must be researched, and thereby integrated into a comprehensive historiography,
On this micro-level, events largely revolve around the stories of individuals % '

By including these borders,
tions of belongin
%Lﬁsgmﬁmf&aﬁ.

Baze of

definitions, and actions in our analysis of ques-
g and ostracism, we can cast a more searching light on the

and avoid succumbing to its claims of unshakeable and unam-

biguous hom ‘ :
abiu i togencity. thﬂ talking abour Volksgemeinschaft, one must also alk
ut tnclusion and exclusion, as well as about social mo

and selection; about owning a share and em

abour violence eradication
. ,and m
Birthe Kundrus and et

bilization, participation,
powering the self, bur ultimately, roo,

between public
2 Here, Kershaw's

the actual society

but was a common

Century—in Italy and
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e n 45 r'||||1| A5 11 L-'r_',,“-,.j ] ithidania, ganad So as’T =AY
|,l.t! ‘ Hikd W L] CIMOCTANC ‘s‘.*.r;dl;n, . 'H).rr q”“
, ivestigate the commonalities and differences in
h:l"i"- Tlll!-"""- { smr1es s i.l*u-|l'.|'.lr ‘.IJ.;:_L-IE:I.r't. wWiCcre lr:-'_lp.'!-.i__-'“]'; ."‘.'J.lt.u’{'!_i iD i‘iil’-‘_:-pr. -l“id h'”“' 'l..l'“:

—a radicalization that in

weed comparative studies the

; ~ - \ : ard il AL |
3 .1|'_"f'l”!-': n{l grecs of violent radi -.lllf...?lTH. 1 CArnl De ‘-_"'-r‘i'i’-?'lflj
(yermany led to SYSTICImatic genocide.
Without the acceptance, complicity, and assistance of

: 1 1 the resident populations,
including both elites and thn;ﬂ'_r peopie, the Germ

an occupying torces would

not have been able to achieve the ghetwoizarion and deportation of the local Jewish

ninorities. Beyond terror, murder, and ruthless acs of plunder, beyond expulsion,
deportation, and forced labour, there were also opportuniries for plamupamm and
collaboration. And the local populations developed their own strategies for dealing
with the occupying rcgjm-e, ﬁnding Ways to survive, even 1o get ahead and pros-
per, within the repressive framework. Finally, there were also home-grown political
efforts to create "Jew-free', ethnically homogenous Valksgemetnschafren.®

In his insightful analysis, Richard Evans describes the network of Nazi Parey
functionaries within the Third Reich. The terror apparatus of the Nazi rtgim::
reached into even the smallest niches of everyday life and the working world. The
Nazi Party included some 200,000 leading officials known as Politische Leiter and
some 2 million Blockwarte (Party Wardens), all charged with supervising the gen-
eral populartion; workplaces were similarly monitored by officials of the German
Labour Front, foremen, and other representatives.” Thar the regime had such an
immense pool of funcrionaries, assistants, and helpers reflects 2 high degree of par-
ticipation. In addition to the 5.3 million card-carrying members of the National
Socialist Party in late 1939, there were 22 million in the German Labour Front,
14 million in the National Socialist People’s Welfare Organizarion (NSV), around
9 million young people in the Hitler Youth and League of German Girs, and
1.4 million women in the National Socialist Women'’s League. Armin Nolzen esti-
mates that by the time war broke out, around two-thirds of the German popula-
tion were members of either a National Socialist Party organization or one that
was controlled by the Nazi Party. Ninety per cent of the functionaries worked on
a voluntary basis.”® It would be difficult to interpret this huge number of support-
ers as simply part of a governmental terror nerwork for the repression of society.
[t seems more plausible to consider this multiplicity of posts, positions, and sine-
cures as a system enabling people to take part in a regime which, conversely, could
count on the assistance and participation of so many of them to maintain the
established political order. Several vears ago Robert Gellately pointed out that the

°* See Thomas Frzemilller (ed.), Die Ordnung der Moderne: Sociel Engineering im 20. Jahrhundert
(Biclefeld, 2009); Notbert Gotz, Ungleiche Geschusister- Die Konssruktion von wationalsosialistischer
Volksgemeinschafi und schwedischem Volksheim (Baden-Baden, 2001).

* Wendy Lower, Nizzi Empire-Building and the Holocaus: in the Uknaine EW' 2005):
Martin Dean, Collabonurion in the Holocaust: Crimes of Local Police in Belorussia and Uknaing, 194144

asingstoke, 2001); Mark Mazower, Hisiers Empire: Niszi Rule in Occupied Enrope (Landon, 2008).
., Richard Evans, 7he Thind Reich in Power: 1933-39 (London, 2005), 108-9. T

Armin Nolzen, ‘Inklusion und Exklusion im Dritten Reich: Das Beispicl NSDAP', in Bajohr

Wilds (eds), Volksgemeinschafi, 60-77.
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s an all-powerful, all-encompassing terror Organizg;
ans . A :
focused its efforts mainly on the denunciation of
c”_:]l k. '

59
on, “\'Hiunlt Socialism us to understand National Socialist sociery
w N; ' : E _
aywafd 111&L'fili1"' 1ICTIV |‘~ (JRFHERRREE T !urr'f.{' 4 WOIK 1IN Proeress "w:’- !.-l].l'
as ot . : =z

Gestapo was by no me
Instead, he suggests, it

- LF L tyse ongoing social practice
\ e | * hat ‘the yolitical does not emer olsl . L
] ' ¢ft shows that the | :

The term 1'Elfi‘.mlffmﬁ mrfr.:;fr

i | ]'u_' HOLUEOoNIsS, li.'-ulln:‘!':u dl !E-cl! OpPLons for ILTHON .HHJ: strat-
" : . it - . an t_-[”i?il..l"‘-]"-. On i E : e [ I ay ;
: . vithin the social sphere and o with . A
here of the state, but also develops wi _ o ‘Mang oies for appropriation.
the sphere kes clear that political systems can derive their foundarign, from, egies
. I ARES clear I ey T o O =
from it. It m +h as social experiences and expectations; and that scholyy
social phenomena such a5 - : “politics should f y
b into the constitution and transformation of politics should focus a0t oply
: ot . 4
rts::;rc text of stace power, but also on the social order.
n e con . N i o o : |
0 s mvwritarment, oE s er;fksgfmfm.rr&:{,’: concept .nmrdmgl}r entails
- Tl tive i » historiography of Nae:
an epistemological shift in perspective in the Ejjaturl graphy nf.Narmna]
Socialism. [t moves it towards a cultural history of ‘the political” derived from
;sncial history of National Socialism that is itself new. It no longer CONtrass
society and state in the manner of Hegel, but interprets the political order (and
: i i b ] * 3 3
state framework) as whar Pierre Bourdieu calls a ‘structuring structure’, which
is not simply predefined by institutions or by a consritution, bur is creared
and altered as a power marix under continual renegotiation. In their research
on the Volksgemeinschaft during the aerial attacks of the Second World War,
Dietmar Siff and Malte Thieen, among others, have presented new insights
into the diverse faultlines within a2 German society that was not at all hom
enous and yer was constantly re-txpressing its desire for
questions concerning the people’s willingness to endure a

loyalty towards the Nazi regime have not yet been adequate
This by

[Rather, it invites

ot ;1i1«}1111ir1g the

r of the structural frramework, we can thus ana
}1:1"-11‘ :

homogeneity; but
nd the erosion of
ly settled.”

10 means negates the numerous and worthwhile works of the func-

chool which are based on Weber's model of 2 rational, bureaucratic
state and thus see the Nazi regime in terms of destruction and chaos. On the

contrary, without the *'.jmrks of Martin Broszar and Hans Mommsen, the ques-
tion of the Volksgemeinschafy coyld net be analysed today. Nonetheless, the

enquiry now beyo ionali
tf[I fy now extends nd the functionalisy perspective, and the focus is
no longeron the state as the sphere

order of broader society: he h of the political, by rather on the political
The concepts of social g;:ﬂ:ucuma; Protagonists are placed ar centre stage.
i e €and ex : il
Institutions, structyres, PECtation concern themselves less with

{ ati ; ;o
the media, i . HVE processes, and more with emotions,

4actions, balic fepresentations, ritu-
| looks ar the political prac-
On, and transformation of

tices of everyday life .

political systems by 1 » Stabilizag
This means thar the

any fixed, srarjc reality,
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Registering the Volksgemeinschaf

Civil Status in Nazi Germany 1933-9°

Jane Caplan

The German civil registrars have been entrusted since 1933 with ever new and
ever mote significant and responsible tasks, In their hands lies first and fore-
most the implementation of Germany's raclal legislation, It is in ['-lrgu Meis.
ure to their prudence and diligence that we owe the implementation of the
German states grm‘ti{ measures

Civil registrars in small rural districes are. . . norin a position to clarify descent
from specific tribes ( Volksstdmme), if one were to think of leaving them ro
decide whether a person is of German blood or else perhaps of genetically

related (@rrverwands) blood.*

Was a country civil registrar (Standesbeamte) capable of distinguishing between
German® and ‘genetically-related’ descent in 1943, so that he could make the
appropriate entry for a betrothed couple in the register of marriages and fulfil the

high expectations laid on his shoulders? Knowing the level of training of its locl

uﬂficfals even after almost a decade of racial legislation, che Thuringian Interior
Ministry voiced its doubts on the m

A atter, and went on to observe that, in any case,
in war, all civil registrars will try as far as possible to avoid u ndertaking any precis
checks of racial descent for lack of time, Whether the happy couple was likely
to have had any better notion of these subtle distinctions is left unremarked, but
the expanded reach of civil status registration in Naz
imits to its effectiveness, Tt is also a reminder that thi
s of stare registration was one of the foundations for

chic essa, T ware 10 Jogk o1 fﬂfii.ﬂl as well as social sorting in Nazi Germany. In
ook directly into its srapuys and role in this period, to expos

enstina in Musterbeispicle (Bedin, 1940), 1<
s Thil, WSEWM Iharogic’s

inlstry, 29 gis
Ministetium des Innern E, No, 1571, p- 4
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Civil status (Personenstand) is one of the tundamenial

. state. It stabilizes the core elements of indiy
vy are acquired

I | . Dirt orename, sex, date of birth,
PAIENTALe, and, possibly, nationality, It is, in the words of a French lawyer, 4 kind

1_‘||- ILl'I!I'Ht'[‘ L'tlltllmb'.cl,f of .L*lt'll‘lu'ﬂl.'-i ot the ]t:g.'ll urdrr. which CNCases our hole ical
existence, so defining the legal individual subject on the basis of his mrrh[fml
materiality’.” Awkward as the L'mpu&gr: 1S, this definition captures the complex
character of civil starus as a site of exchange between the law: the legal subject,
and the physical body. Juridical status is soldered to the body—it is i}uugura:mj
at birth and rerminates ar death—and it also cxpresses a relationship berween the
individual and the state as well as among individuals. The registration of civil status
is both a prerequisite to the t‘unc[iuning of 4 complex polity, and a service per-
formed by the state for its citizens. The state claims the right 1o know and police its
population, while the gain for the individual is that the state not only vouchsafes
him or her a provable legal and public identity bur also guarantees the system of
proof itself.” Without the corset of civil starus, one has no legal personhood; this
essential fact is recognized in the legal principle that civil status as such is immuts-
ble and, like the body itself, non-alienable.

Ihis account of civil starus as legal subjectivity emphasizes its fundamental
juridical dimensions, bur it also indicates that civil status is intimately tied to the
social and biological relationships contained in marriage, reproduction, and the
family, to the state’s stake in these, and to the individual’s subjective sense of self.
Civil status regiscration is also one of the prime fields within which the written
ousts the oral, substitut] ng the tablets of church or state for the more fluid demotic
wystems of kinship and naming. These conventions coexist more often than they
directly clash, but in the civil status regime, the state and its documentation take

nd/or certified in the civil register at birth:

- e ool
For the status and objectives of Thuringia as Ges and Laned under the W’J"m%

see Mark s Fleischhauer, Der NS-Gau Thicringen 1939-1945: Eine Struktur- wnd
Cologne, 2010), 1 gy grateful to Jorg Filtha:fuflil: ThHSEA Weimar for this fﬂfﬂfﬁmﬂ =
(Py Claire Neirinck, '] e caractéres de |'étar civil', in Claire Neirinck (ed.), Léae ervdd Noidel
,_H:T J.'.’llll'fﬂ}. 41; for further detalls of the history of civil regiseration in Fmt::, e mmﬂi peat
Joh %‘"llﬁmriun of the Citizen: The Birth of Republican Civil Status in Franee in Janc che Madorn
:L by (eds), Documenting Individual ldenticy: The of Swate h?wﬂ frame
(Princeran, 2001), 28-48; also Jacqueline Pousson-Petit (ed.); Lidensité de }::ﬂf it
Dhe. Ehlﬂzmjiﬁ;ﬂm Keith idge and &l;jﬂﬁ&nuﬂ (exls), Regutrason Recogririon:
: g n in World History (Oxtord, 2012), s ‘
Maryling Bruggeman, ‘Les pr]ﬁ:i;l?m de I'état civil', in Neirinck (ed.). Leuar civih 23-3
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of the liberal S'L.!hlkj‘-'f G”_[_w foundational components of the social order op the
marriage and F::l]']‘!ll}' lﬂ‘:‘r f“ml he system of civil status, despite a surface cong;.
other. Under National hmj;j . ynderwent a deliberate, rapid, and Elrarcaching
quity in its forms and prff‘: -Lﬂ: !nmking ir into a Hexible instrument for embed.
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; . 1 kv Eric Ehrenreich, bur also implicated every
ty ﬂpl?red e f“?‘“llfgfi?i?mnizd, for a time, rfpr-:::-'.emarlff:s of the n;:.r
5ivi.l r:jﬂw m;ﬁ:;:;e:;smir whether the entire system of civil registration should
ﬂ:l::mn;;iid as a System of kinship offices ( ._“Fr'ppru.fjr'mn'::}.' Although Ehl:s never
came into existence, civil registration now took place in a h_*':ld crml:-'d_ed “f“j] new
state and Nazi Party bureaucracies whiﬁ:h were -::h:n;g::d wn:h. HdI‘lllI.HStEl'H‘lg new
eugenic and genealogical policies. All of them were mm.h.'ed in FI‘LE‘. immense task
of pusting into practice, person by person, the new [.}F)ii[.IC-’.ll principles powering
the public reconstitution of the relationship berween individual and communiry.
The civil registry offices had to work especially closely with local state health offices
(Gesundheitsimter) and Nazi Party health and welfare organizations in the eugenic
regulation of marriage and in providing data for the support of families and chil-
dren.® But life events were no longer recorded primarily to regulare legal civil status
or for the benefit of their subjects, bur were to be occasions for celebrating and
reinforcing the racial and communal identity of German Valksgenaossen, and for
inscribing the rejection and exclusion of everyone else.
The work of the civil registry offices was not only heavily politicized after 1933
bur also substantially expanded as their records acquired new and vital signifi-
cance in national policy, as racial status and fitness to marry and procreate shot t©
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celyes subject 1O che }?I.lmg;u_ms of I.}I!.:' Bf*r:.;ﬁt'immrﬁfgﬂﬁz and subsequen; regula-
sons (in some cases, it seems, o thErll' own discomfort),"! Among the major legal
epactments in racial and eugenic policy that brought new tasks 1o the civil registry
giﬁct's hﬁfﬂﬁ: the war were the fff’jpﬁi.frrbfliﬁﬂﬂz HE‘E‘-’E}J. the ﬂfu:_'r.fﬂw;zgﬂ”: md
Eheeesundheitsgesetz (1 935), the new marriage law of 1938, and changes in the laws
on divorce, legitimization, adoption, and choice or change of name

The impl::mﬂnm[inn of these and other regulations required not only extensive
«cord searches but entirely new registration procedures, along with the need 1o keep
up to date with the changing regulatory scenario. After some provisional amend-
ments, the civil registration law itself was revised and reissued in November 1937
coming into force in July 1938 to coincide with the implementation of the new
marriage law.'? Following the centralization of German administration and aboli-
tion of Lander sovereignry from 19334, the new Personenstandsgesetz imposed uni-
form rules on a system that was now placed administratively under the supervision
of the Reich Interior Ministry. It was adopted only after a period of indecision about
the refationship berween NSDAP and state offices dedicated te the development of
racial and genealogical standards and procedures. These included the aempts made
by the Reich Interior Ministry to replace the civil registry office system with the
renamed and reorganized system of kinship offices, mentioned above, which was
scowched only after Hitler explicitly veroed this in January 1937."
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und die Judenverfolgung im ‘Dritten Reich' (Gorcingen, 2008).
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Comments on the law see Ehrentcich, Nasi Ancesmal Proaf, ch. 5.
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ated) or by death.
Like some other provisions ol
data of birth, marriage, and deat
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Drimary PUrpOse Was T serve the construcrion of a racial ; :1;.,f¢_~§fm.:_'.ruu'i;;;{fr in prac-
rice and in public consciousness, built out of a muu.ll.\ jj}d eugen ;ﬁcail_r acc:epmbl:‘
marriage and its subsequent offspring. In the words of [hrluﬂwnﬂ statement of
reasons for the law, the aim was 'to strengthen the individual s sense of family and
the feeling that he is 2 connecting link in 2 long chain of generations. This will also
arouse in him the sense of his own responsibility for the maintenance of his line
and thus at the same time for the future of the German people’; and the collection
of data on racial status was expected to ensure thar ‘within some 30 years the racial
classification of by far the majority of all the people living in the German Reich is
apparent from the family books’,'*

Unf‘mher revision, the abrogation of a reform introduced in the Weimar
Republic, deserves mention here: the return to noring religious belief in the cases
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Many civil registrars were predisposed to welcome the Nagi regime and o
become active participants in its social and racial projects. The cxpansion of the
genealogical and communal dimensions of registration was something for which
the Reichsverband der Standesbeamten had alreads campaigned in the 19205
under its leader Edwin Krutina, who remained pmmlinmt and active in the (Zr;i;-
gf?i“l"nll'lr'-:"f (coordinated) Reichsbund der Standesbeamren unsil 19435 "Ibt‘scup:
of their activities varied, and whar the small districe registrars lacked in expertise,
experience, and effective oversight could be compensated oy their intimate knowl-
edge of their local populations. Thuringia, for example, had 1,005 Stendesams dis-
tctsin 1941 for a total population of 1,743.624 (1939). The average of one office
per 1,734 inhabitants belies the fact that forty districts had fewer than twenty
InhabimnEs and 180 fewer than 200. Such operations were on a totally differ-
ent scale from those in urban areas like Berlin, where in 1933 a ‘large office’ was

17

18 g ""_L'-' e Ausfithrung des Personenstandsgesetzes, 19 May 1938, § 12{3)
9 Secin general Michael Stolleis, (hnﬁn;mﬂw im namonabacialistichen Recht (Berlin, 1974).
% c‘:‘"‘i?ﬁ and Massfeller, Dy mewe Personenstandsgesers, 16,
" mé';qd ' Agnés Fine (ed.), Baser cisils en question: Papiers, identités ex questions de soi (Paris, 2008),
i w0l “The Identification of the Citizen'
ths':gﬁlui Maruhn, Staardiener im Unrechiaat: Die dentwhen Standeshosmsn wnd il
Rekchipnr . ™ Narionalsozialimus (Frankfure am Main, 2002), 18-41; Diana Schulle, D
Keutin cn™e: Eine Institution naiomcdsocialistischer Rasenpoltik (Bedlin, 2001, 112-22 Edwin
1 -%&ﬂmmﬂuzﬁfﬁﬂﬁm 1941). TS 1 _
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mu“:h; dgm replace. Whereas in smaller registration districts the tiny number of
were har i :

tegistrations each year were 00 few: even to keep _[.h? Dlﬁfiﬁllﬁi h ;;!fi in, t-]fiiiif?-’hﬁff
the burdens were regarded as considerable. The _LWIL P of [5&.[‘% 2
Thuringian district with no more than 1,600 residents, was already mmp!a.mmg
iri 1934 that the new demands for “hlling out documents for Aryan purposes were
overburdening it.* Complaints of overwork and understafhng were not confined
(o ruural areas and were in any case part of the eternal gavotte danced between sub-
ordinate and higher offices in most bureaucracies, but the grear increase of work
after 1933 cannor be gainsaid. After 1939, too, the war brought additional pres
sures on diminishing resources, as officials were conscripted into the armed services
or pressured to volunteer to staff civil registry offices for the German population
in the newly annexed territories in the east, One response in Berlin was to licensc
junior personnel to do the more routine jobs; another was to modernize proce-
dures, especially by permitting typed loose-leaf sheets and carbon copies to be used
in place of the normal handwritten bound regjisters.

The reluctance to introduce this apparently labour-savi ng new technology else-
where demonstrates the constant battle berween time and accuracy: typing with
cr::hm bcw:fﬁ:iiﬂi :u:itintﬁ by thd and ensured bﬂtth legibility and an Ejm
SRRy ¥ I Sinatn andldupllcate registers, but lnusetleaf Ing

" =eipeor potential chaos and misuse in the hands of the unprofessional, and
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The registration of marriages was probably the most public of civil registration
offices functions, and it was also the most heavily burdened after 1933 by the new
-icial and social legislation noted above. No one was troubled about the C.l'lnlj'l[iuns
ander which Jews might register a2 marriage; here efforts were entirely directed 1o
ensuring that Jews and Mischlinge did not scrape into an illicic union by virtue of
any deception or unclarity abour their parentage. Because the irnpih:.uinns of the
racial and eugenic laws for marriage have been substantially researched, | will not
discuss them in full here, except to note that the civil registry offices were locked
into the processes of investigation and verification of racial identity and eugenic
apacity. Individuals would fall foul of the eugenic laws if it was discovered tharane
orother partner to a marriage had failed to notify the other that he or she had been
sterilized on eugenic grounds.™ Racial obstacles to marriage were typically revealed
when an individual discovered his or her Jewish ancestry for the first time, and not
infrequently as a result of a previously concealed (or claimed) illegitimacy; or when
the betrothed were contronted by the normal priority of racial (that is, ancestral)
over religious definitions of ‘Jewish identity’, rogether with the specific cases of the
Geltungsjude, that is, ‘Mischling 1. Grades’ (two Jewish grandparents) who had also
been a member of a Jewish community or brought up as Jewish—one of the cases
in which religious affiliation intensified a negative racial classification. The rypical
cases for correction of the records were brought by people of mixed Jewish and
non-Jewish ancestry (basically, no more than two Jewish grandparents) who, under
the Nuremberg Laws, were in theory eligible to be granted official permission (by

cutious is supported by the evidence of incompetence thas reached

* For issues of staffing and the introduction of loose-leaf files in Berlin, see documentation n
LM-I » Rep. 00102, Nnkf 2964, especially a circular issued by the Oberbiirgermieister Berlin to the
des ]rksh”'gt.’“"-'*ﬂﬂ* 27 June 1938; for Thuringia 193241 see ThHStA Weimas, Thiir. Ministerium

nnem j:t No, 1640 and 1585; for narional conditions on appraval of typewriters, ?ﬁlﬁﬁ-ﬂtﬂ"
m in Sept.—Ocr. 1940 berween the Thuringian Interior Ministry and the Reich [“m
o try (ThHStA Weimar, Thisr. Miniszerium des Innern E, No. 1585, pp. 99-100) and the inseruc-
n Flurstedy e istry (Berlin: Verlag No. 1640,
o 24 o see correspondence in ThHSCA Weimar, Thiir. Ministerium des Innem £ No J003
'%niﬁ?&;ﬂfm of incomperence, ThHStA Weimar, Thiic. Miniscerium des Inncrm £

oo S PP- 109, 277-9, ] o
thargp g 5 the casc of Gerda W, in 1940, who had allegedly connived with her ey

'hehad been serlized (LAB A Rep. 001-02, No. 2563, pp. 22444, a file containing simlar ).
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some of them 10 apply racial LIj::ff' rliml'““* path: one has to credit this at the 53I{1E
Routinization iﬁﬁlﬁf;rﬁzi?; ;Pressiuns of explicir racial ideology, and usinp
time as noting the (€5 1 4 sense of shock. x
the distance D“heihisfr'{:éin[;i ris;liif‘liﬂﬂ“s case files of the Berlin civil registry

SEI{’.'{:D:}:CI '_EI?['IHJHP E: be kind of cases handled on a daily basis—some of the,
ﬂﬂii‘j‘ W !' f::;nre 1933, others inflected with the new F'Uliliﬂ] priorities of

:iﬁﬂiﬂrizé;e, others again wholly the result of new f‘it.’pﬂr]fl”:ﬁ in ﬂ'l_f-' law. An
application in 1935 for the name Klara to be S_F""-"“_E‘fi with a "C 1”":35 r’sl'?"‘:[':fCL on
the grounds that K was now the correct way of w "”}”E []‘F famc. A}sa £ E}i‘fffd*
in 1940, was an application to record the occuparion of a mother in the birth

‘et not as housemaid' (Dienstmidchen) but as the more genteel *household
assistant’ (Hausangesiellte) or ‘household help’ (Stirze), on the grounds that ‘In
the Third Reich it is not a question of waar job one has but how one performs
that job.” Another decision rejected a request to change the job description

‘sunpowder worker’ (Pulverarbeiter) to ‘technical career civil servant in public ser-
vice, pyratechnics' (technische Beamtenlaufbabn im Staatsdienst [Pyrotechnik]).”
In 1936 an application to change the surname of a woman with a Polish name,

Zielinski, to the female form (Zielinska) was rejected on the grounds that the
spelling of the surname was valid under German law. In 1938 a surname was cor-
rected from Brossmann to Brofimann, on the grounds that “The letter “R” is an
autonomous German lerter, which is also subjeet to grammatical rules regarding
its modification.* Similarly, an application to chan ge the spelling of the surname

* Sec g, Beate Meyer, Jidkiche Mischlinge
(Hamburg, 1999); Maris Hewel [ iinge: Rassenpolitik und Verfolgungserfahrung 19331945
(Ttibingen, ;ggﬁ';q' also Ji sdczael ﬂ"‘i”lﬁf&"f”i der Rassenmischehe in den Jahren 1933-1939
Atﬂ“mﬂﬂﬁiﬂ;ﬂim éﬁﬁnﬁ;}j P:E ﬂﬂ-ﬂ“tﬁdicn Interesse™ Staatsanwalrschaftliche
(eds), Deursche, Juden, Vi g o YA tik', in Jiirgen Marchi d Michael Mallmann
DT TR Mdﬁﬂ ﬂﬂ' fﬁfomaf; G:rbk?;f und Ggg;su::rf (Darmstadr, 2006},
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o s, 6 Dec, 1940), LAB A Rep. 001-02, No. 3109 (MF A5129)
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eas0N for the change ;-;;qur;rsuad for f:-;amplt, to Germanize 3 ’fturt'ig,n s
change all embarrassing or vulgar name, or to resume 2 traditional family n:;m
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that had been lost down the line of descent. In a regime where the stabiliry of the
.2l name was thus legally enforced, spellin :

o

perso! ‘ g assumed a significance iy migh
rot otherwise have had. If the registers were not accurate and held 1o similar stand-

ards, this principle was shaken (although in practice small spelling discrepancies
hegween, for example, a birth and marriage cerrificate would nos invalidate the
documents), And, unsurprisingly, given the intimate bond berween 2 person and
his or her name, people themselves were often stolidly committed to theis case
for correction, and both forenames and surnames generated more than their fuir
share of cases and complaints. Mothers discovered belatedly that the midwife had
recorded the wrong forename, or parents Changf:d their minds or protested an ofh-
cial's refusal to register an allegedly non-German forename. ™ The transliteration of
foreign names was another minefield.”

After 1933 the personal name became fraught with additional significance, as
the issue of so-called “Jewish’ names rose 1o prominence, or perhaps it would be
more correct to say rose to prominence once again. As has been amply docu-
mented, the Nazi regime intensified a long-standing anti-Semiric tendency of the
German and Prussian name laws in order to ensure that Jews were immediately
identifiable as such by their names, and to place the whole procedure within the
sphere of administrative discretion.’® Notoriously, under new regulations issued
in 1938, Jews were restricted to a list of so-called Jewish forenames, and anyone
‘:'Fhﬂ did not already bear one of these was required to insert the name ‘Sara’ or
Istael” into their registered name.*” These additional compulsory names had to be

. Amisgerich Berlin Beschluss, 31 Mar. 1937; LAB A Rep 001-02, No. 3109.
w: “E. teglstration of the name Astrid, initially refused by the Standesbeamie a5 3 nun-Gc:nnHEn::z
"fﬁ:@&t&rmi;" apgj'il.fLAB A Rep. 001-02, No. 3109); see also W‘mﬁmdw iimaum .
el fte (Leipzig, 1996) and Michael Wagner-Kem, :
ﬁm”ﬁ; Namensinderung in Deutschland im 19. und 20. Jabrhunders (Tubingen, 2002) for
n ons of Nazi name law and practice. i
mtf’ 3 1941 case in which the transliceration produced the vulgar German name Schindelarsch
W gep 1P 001-02, No. 2967), pp. 281, (MF B3384). A
Atbor lggz}mmﬁmé‘ﬂ' The Stigma of Names: Antisemitism in German
T ey agner-Kern, Stuat und Namensinderung. .

Vomg ™ 17 Aug. 1938, RGBI 1938 1, 1044; sce Gesess iber die Anderung von F
“M.5 Jan. 1938, RGBI 19%?4;%&@..331&15 RMBIY 1936, 545
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e riglaity w

e Tewieh woman, Charlotte K., who was obl;

ol B¢ 1Hus1rﬂtﬂfl_b}’ Ti;:z ‘;‘;{];‘;.li‘[‘:‘”fgjq l:ut then went on to matry a Sx%?i
= ?ﬂk‘;jt'hf gdriim;;e [hﬂreb;' forfeited (what was left ot) her German national-
E“E:d EEEEEE‘EW; of fordlem ,;a[mnalii_y did not Fa!l und_t:_r the Ia\_.n:. she apgiied o
have the compulsory name removed from the register. [he Berlin mayor’s {Jlﬁ:lcf
wook the view that ‘Sara’ was and remained part of her legal name on marriage,
and refused to correct the register. Although the court proposed a different view
of the marter, the mayor would not budge and her application was turned down
in January 1941.% Other cases involved claims that the individual concerned had
never adopted the Jewish faith and had no connections with the community (and
was thus not a Geltungsjude).”

The effects of these provisions should not be judged merely by the fact that we
know that far worse was to come for many of the people involved or was already
happening for people much like them. Each application for a name correction
or a rectification of the records required for a marriage licence represented a fele
injury by the person concerned, and possibly exposed them to unwelcome further
effects of administrative attention.* The personal correspondence that fills these
files is replete with the bewilderment and distress experienced by the individuals
concerned, whose lives and ordinary assumptions were bein g thrown out of kilter
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.nd of foreign workers resident in Germany; and nor least the registration of death
Aswell as the impact of directly war-related mortality, the larter included the estab-
lishment of civil registry ofhces in the major concentration camps for the purpose
of concealing the telltale mortality higures—and even so these did not escape the
cagle eye of a particularly observant civil registrar in Thuringia in 1943.% Bur this
chort review already suggests the extent to which the civil registry offices were a
wheel in the machinery for the manufacture of identity and community in Nazi
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‘Community’ in this sense is not synonymous with consent, but represents rather
the projection of the Nazi vision of the reconstruction of political, legal, and social
life under an umbrella of social solidarity on the one hand and racial and eugenic
exclusions on the other. The conversion of ‘community’ into Velksgemeinschaft
drew on reservoirs of meaning and practice that were as much repetitively routine
and technical as they were stridently ideological or rhetorical. The civil registrars
were on the front line of this less noisy project, intimately involved in the daily

i Se¢ e.g., the petition of Heinrich G. in 1941, LAB A Rep 001-02, No. 2956, pp- lﬁ&ﬂ& ﬂlho
f'f‘ﬂ}im'. Titdische Mischiinge’, who points our that the loophole was a cynical dh'Erliiﬂﬂ since applica-
“ﬂm were virtually never accepred; and Marthiius, *“. .. im dffendichen Interesse . .

'lhr.-_ files of the Reich Interior Ministry (BA R 1501) contain extensive documengnion uFtl;
F"“l decision-making process, and examples of how these cases were handled at the local level ulid

ound in LAB A Rep 047-08, nos. 145/1 and 145/2: Beirksverwalung Lichtenberg; on It 560
;rﬂ!l fames, see the bans issued in 1933, 1937, and 1940; RMdl RdEd. 3 jul}* oo !‘ﬂ' ;'il ZUL
2 ‘RMdI RdEql, § June 1937, MBIiV 1937, 971; RMdl RdEsl. 23 Dec, 1940, RMBEVY 1 and I

;eeamien were instructed by these directives to tell & to choose another name, and (0
n':l;mﬁf feport if they refused. For racial genealogy, see EhIE:I:iCh- Nazi Ancestral Frool. arid Ella
Lins Y2 Kagan, ‘Das Standesamt Auschwitz’, in Hans Ganther Adler; Hermann el
Da e Reiner (eds), Auschwitz: Zeugnisse und Berichte (Hamburg, 2003), 145-58 Thoe 0,
4”(&3:”& Archiv: Aufbau und Auswertung einer Dasenbank zur Geichichie des [ of deachs
of G a0kt am Main, 2004), 220-6. For regiswrations by Berlin S
Standesgry dtizens in Auschwitz in June and July 1941, before the establish:

tIL see LAB A Rep 001-02, 2960 (MF B3382). L
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Ronrad Jarausch once called it.

gives such prominence to women? This essay will
show that the answer is 'no’,

In what follows, I examine the mobilization of the lE:Hu‘gr'nmuum-u: the women
of the Volksgemeinschafi, during the Second World War, i.n order to gain .m. ;I.HIEI};I
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(New Haven, 2003); Sybille Stefnbacher (ed.), 'l'itt’l'i'i:f’li’*‘f’f""_"' J .F"":’m wnd Lebensgesohichien von
ttingen, 2007); Franka Maubach. Die Stellung h.:.r?:ru_- Anf‘.ﬂ:m T’; ]"Ef elferinnenkorps: Auspildung,
‘i'hmm_-hm;{ﬁrmnm (Gotingen, 2009); Jurta M”hlmhwﬁs o ':h;,fH'S" (Hamburg, m”)}
Einsate umed Entnasifisierung der weiblichen Angehirigen der ‘5; Dynamics of Raciad Excluston: Violence
’ e esp, Michael Wildr, Hitlert Volksgemeinschalt and the lllr};* Feank Bajohr and Michael Wilde
ﬂffm”ﬂm n Provinctal Germany, 19191939 (New York, 2011);

talismus (Frankfure am
 ollogemeinsct nift: Newe Forschungen sur Geselliehaft des Nationadsos
Mt‘ﬂ}-{jmw_

Thﬂ)r}.

8 in
o . Postmodern Predicament
Orad H. Jarausch, “Towards a Sochl History ol ‘*ﬂ“ﬂﬁm 427-43, ac 430,

i Interdisciplinar) ty's Central European History, 22/




Wrd, ' eal L EEL

v Alse innen o8 ¢
- Volksgenos
Vi Wehrmacht, the 5SS

hi -.I_I.IH.'L{. [hl' .\--I-'! ]-L'.I:Lix".‘-. Were ‘I.u.':'“

e
emes ol the

hefore the wal h.

or the | \bo
. Lo
= 3
P for the service sl
grol
B —
.‘in'rm‘wint_:-.-:\r o
dyem. The female popus
. - W DErS ba - _ :
i ey ‘r:di chat the women should not become -l!u-n.uud from th
"1.\."!'”1 t

jeaders wait o chev h od in 19] 8 * Hence, there was an Ongoing &fFor

d lose faith; as . Jful work;: and, once war he :
carrving oul publiciy usett “B0, welfyr.

ed, on chets bel M'd:«.inpﬁ Ir Catiseq

Jufe. many were mobilized for air raid Protection

O n!l]\ as 4 rescerve ol |.llu”” tor ”1r.i
1||!._i|.[4"1.

X ek, With war on the : .
arty work. ' G ho :
annel fof I ‘zon, Ny

r 18 ('
rrgtillr an .
draft women into

MEAsUnes wr:n'_mt : 'é‘f o
In the name of the Volksgemein.

ithin Nazi wome
. sks within Nz : - s )
snd assumed 3 fired from the reliet work of the Party and the Nationa Socialiss

and eviacuees, n_a; zarion (NSV)
le's Welfare Organt shirdeid | - .
Pc(!plfh ¢ - azi |E'..1df,'f5 L]ﬁl:‘d the rterm ‘l'!."lrli'_\*{:f'_i'f!'.'.f_”?.IH.EJH ""i'hﬁn

ln speeches and letters N o |
bev addressed or referred to women loyal to their aims. They only recognizeg
they ad

those women they reganded ,15."!.';1“#.'11 according to 1hf:irl r.;gi:clt and 1'5‘”5‘?.ni': way
of thinking:* Jews, Roma, Sintl and nl:‘hr:r:a rega rldnl as h.n_u Ur_‘,lf.’t“}f’ interior wer

S iad v {}'ﬂ;;mmﬁqfr-fﬁf""""' or ‘community Jhcnle. . In Nazi ideology, the
cerm Volbsgenassinnen accorded the ::hnm:n women their place as members of »

roduc!i\'-; national community, Referred to in this way, women were reminded
that they belonged to a racially defined collective.” This inAuencing of the ani.
nudes and belicls of the female population was not just an element of Na
propaganda, but also drove policies of mobilization, pushing women to nego-
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aspect of social history promises to shed new light on the structures of German
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necessities of a nation under attack, but was a decision made by the Nazi rulers
long before 1939. The RLB had been established as eardy as 1933 10 teach the
population air raid defence measures in advance. Undes the overall authority of
the Air Ministry, headed by Hermann GOring, the RLB had 12 million mem-
bers in 1939, and by the end of the war more than 22 million. ' The maiority of
these members were women and many of them filled positions as Parry Assistants
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help was nr:'f:de‘d on the home ff'c:n[. especially when Allied strategic
hombing carted in 1942.”' Once a bombing raid had ended, people needing
sssistance could go o special reception points (Auffangstellen). These were help
<ations located in closed taverns and school buildings throughout the cities, The
NSV, 2 the NSE and officials from the local state administration worked together
0 help people carry on with their lives atter the disruption of these attacks, The
NSV, which was supported by members of the Auxiliary Service, distributed food,
water. and clothes to people who had been affected by the air raids. They also
esponded to special needs, for example providing baby bottles, teats, and baby
wilk Moreover, when homes had been destroyed, women and children were sent
to stay outside the cities. The paperwork needed to prepare such evacuations
was done at the reception points.”* The local NSF and NSV groups had a great
impact on the creation of this relief scheme, as did the local female social workers.
The support these women provided during the air raids relied substantially on
aready existent structures: the Neighbourhood Assistance (Nachbarschaftshilfe)
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 This last point leads right to the heart of the question why so many women
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I_‘u[fd for work in factories.

non-material ” .
dragged on, a position a5 Womens l_.{:_ OO, 280
actually enabled some women (0 avoid being conscri |
Some of them also tried to make their commitment count in order to keep daugh-
ters or trainees out of the Labour Service.” In 1942 a thirty-year-old woman who
was managing her parents’ farm near Hildesheim and raising three sons on t_u:r
own applied for a Pflichtjahrmidchen post (doing mandatory work for a year). She
was told by an acquaintance that she would only be considered if she was active in
a Nazi organization. So she became a member of the DFW and later the NSE and
soon gained a position as head of the Hilfsstelle Mutter und Kind (assistance service
for mathers and children).* Working within the party or within a Nazi organiza-
tion could be personally advantageous, especially during war.

.In.::lend, in. the National Socialist regime, having an honorary appointment
m_t%im these organizations could have even more personal significance. It could
entitle 2 woman to privileges. The most important advantage such involvement
:?Pﬁ;:;:fﬁh ‘Eﬂ; tthe cl;:nc&t 1o safegu.ard individuals from the Nazis .Pﬂlif.}’
way) me"_ fnr.i,ns:::l?;m 1ps it can !:u: important to watch your back in this

" | , Was 4 married woman from Herne. [n 1942 she was

* Personnel records
NSDAP lma:'wﬂmiml?“m 1914, member of the NSF since 30 Apr. 1934, StA Wiizbu®
A., 16 Feb. 1943, Sﬁlw ndergruppenleiterin Maria R. by Gaukindﬂngpﬂﬂcimrin Paula
member obd _ NSDAP 1023, See also personnel records of Else T., born 1901,
R, borm 1917~ Vurzburg, NSDAP 1023, I
»since 30.3.1934 member of NSF, StAWiirzburg, NSD
N%Dﬂtl ut; Gaufrauenschafc Mainfranken, Abteiluné
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Finally, many of the war-related activities of the Auxiliary Service de

ns women had to face every day, especially in the bombe

e women believe that they were helpin

alt with prob-
e d cities. Involvement in
i elief work of Nazi organizations was therefore 2 way in which they could hclp
hemselves and care for their surroundings. This applied parlicul;irl;r 0 Women
nvolved in air raid protection. In order to keep family members safe and pre-
serve homes, women felt a strong need to take on positions as air raid wardens or
fire guards. As a forty-seven-year-old woman from Liibeck pointed out during an
interview conducted on behalf of the Unired States Strategic Bombing Sutvey:

At the time of the big attack | was house warden, and | had ro stay ar my place of duty.
My husband is an invalid, and he couldn't stand the bad air in the bunkers. So we
stayed at home... | proceeded to extinguish the fires so a5 1o save our own dwelling.
For | thought: Oh dear Lord! If this goes, and since we have no children, they will give
us only a single room. | wanted at least to save our home. To live with strangers with
a sick husband is not pleasant.*

WELFARE IN WAR

During the war, the Nazi regime also expressed its stance towards women through
s welfare measures. In contrast to the years before 1939, promoting motherhood
““.d 3 population policy was not the main reason for welfare. War brought hard-
?hfl’ﬂ like the co nscription of husbands and sons, relatives who were soldiers being
"ured or killed, and, of course, the air raids, which were a direct threat to the

1 |
Epm"“““" by Alma W. to the NSDAP-Ortsgruppe Herne, 23 Oct. 1942, StA Milnsteh

Y nd Ortsgruppenlei . 43, See also statement by
E“iap“:c“f concerning the case of Elissbech C. 12 Feb, 1944, Sch Warzburg, NSDAP “"Is-[ el
Jan, 1942“53“ Dank der Heimar by the Ortsfrauenschaftsleiterin Liesel | of the . e
Coicha g D0k, M 15/94; ncerview with lrmgund T 26 Nov. 1984, A Deseie

® In * 2t Tk 1
NARA?S?: 10. 89 with woman, 47 vears old (washerwoman), Liibeck, Schedule A. mmtﬁ-
31190/62124/04 Entry 6 Box 527. F s
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he structure of his welfare sector. Care for surviving family me
yut the . |
. lties was assigned O the |
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| all areas that concerned ﬁnlxh_imrﬁllt‘“"' | ”’?“‘ _‘ L'.' ”'_Ie’. with their rel,.
to CONtro ] Fl:hf s che administration ol these matiers reverted LG th{:
tives. Al Ihf DS hich again handled all bereavement issues.* The §§ was i
Ministry r,tf Labour, W ;nd ﬁad a separate welfare administration. [es SEIUCLre
o ﬂFl:iS ﬂt?t:znmilar «o that of the army. In addition, the Nazi Party anti
El::gr;?z:;ii%animzinns. eapr:_cial]}f the NHT]*-”_‘H‘] 5“L]'d“f” “k:’;*" i‘fiﬂlims" (.lharir;,r
( Nationalsozialistische Kriegsopferversorgung), offered non-instit ““”I“"’l Services, In
the case of the death of husbands or sons, bereaved wunc_u_ru;rtw{:d_ help from
more than one side. From the perspective of the weltare recipients, this pnl}r{:;m_-}r
could be positively useful. | |
Benehrs and services were enhanced during the war. Rates were increased and.
more imporrantly, the group of recipients expanded. Parents who had been depend-
ent on the income of sons who had died could receive a pension. Fiancées were
entitled to pensions and other benefits if their betrothed had fallen in action and
they could prove that 2 marriage had been planned.” The Nazi regime provided
pensions and bereavement payments as well as non-marerial services such as help-
ing with paperwork, finding new accommodation, making donations of furniture,
and 5o on. Care measures began right from the moment when the notification of
a soldier's death arrived. Nazi leaders were afraid thar grieving women would lose
faith in their political leadership, and so they tried very hard to control grief, not
g ﬂ“]“f“}'mbﬂﬁﬂ level (especially through official gri-::v'ing ceremonies) but also by
m"“gdmmﬁng relatives did not run into financial troubles. An additional
reason for the regime’s efforts was a desire 1o contain the influence of the chureh
on wommwl.w hiad lost loved ones.
b mﬁ”gﬂfﬂ&ﬂ? some form ::;:f' w:ifia,rf: were women. Mﬂﬂ"_f”*
€re in an especially difficult economic situation.
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elatives wWas affected by gender in a second way: the National Socialist regim
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imrmfuucd measures to retain the loyalty of men just as much as to JPP‘-’EI'H:. the
BTN, [ was reassuring (8]} l_rnE{lH_’ra. L) L(I'H:I'W Illﬂ!. 1 Thﬁf WEre 1o hr ].,ﬂ]m;] 1}“_.'”-

ives and other relatives would be raken care of by the state, 2emy. and the Party
Archival sources may provide a clear insight into the intentions of the Nazi
regime, but social reality involves much more complex considerations. ¢

Jne thin
« certain: the churches defended and maintained .

their position a experts in
acknowledging the grief of the bereaved. Religious ceremonies were much more

popular than those put on by the Party. Catholic and Protestant clergy became
very creative in inventing new ceremonies and symbols to replace what was miss-
ing, for during the war it was not possible to bury the dead in their home com-
munities: transferring the body of a soldier was forbidden. During church services,
therefore, candles symbolized the lives of the soldiers and, when the priests read out
the names of the dead, children blew our the lights. In some churches there were
memorials at the cemetery shaped like graves, and women could mourn there.”
When it came to marerial needs, the rEQIMESs MEAsures were more Success-
ful. Unlike other welfare benefits, benefits and services involving the care of the
bereaved were not cut back by the Nazi regime. The welfare division of care for
widows and other bereaved relatives had a considerable impact, thanks to many
f'fffzrm.a made during the Second World War. Parents and fiancées of dead sol-
diers were entitled to benefits such as had never been seen before (or since). The
“onomic situation of farmers’ widows, in particular, improved greatly when they
applied for pensions and other services, The same can be said for young unmarried
romen expecting a child from a soldier whose death prevented him from taking
ponsibility. As letters of complaint indicate, some of the potential recipients—
or example, brides—had to be proactive. |
mil'h“"ﬁh these bc:'ncﬁts and services eased the situation nflmanf O E:i'
owards the regime was rare and there was not much feeling of solidarity
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uncontrolled in the public sphere, protest was unable to
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In a society with nothing
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Under Nazi rule, welfare was not only an instrument for integration, but also

a means of disciplining and marshalling people. Apart from the demand for good
political behaviour, the female population was pres:i‘urfd when it came to issues of
love and sexual relations outside marriage, The weltare administration was able o
Bavithdraw pensions and benehts if women were declared ‘unworthy’, as they were
cases of alleged adultery. In order to formalize the process of withdrawal, a law

is passed in March 1943 to make such action legal.*
Analysis of this particular piece of marital legislation shows that women were
jiot just passive recipients. When it came to the withdrawal of benefits, the admin-
istration did nor act without cortoborating evidence. Welfare officers needed
E?ﬁl‘_mﬂtiun of their suspicions—perhaps a newborn child that could not be the
:ﬂ;l;’;i‘g;';::j i’-?:iiﬁiﬂjeﬂr.fhimiﬂ often rf:lm:ivf:.s, particularly :[hf' pa[;nts of Fhf:
N chan,;:ﬂ rue tery and sued for an ex post divorce.® By doing
ntitlement to bereavement payments. An ex post
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dentity cards, an | re, made evacuarion
;l,r;mgcnwma.i'nr [}1{.15:;: who had no uccupat‘mn within the city.” A study of the
estimonies of women from Kassel who e:-::_pf:ntncf:d the major air raid of 22 March
1043 reveals that they had to make use of the Party’s relief work in order 1o ensure
their survival and that of their families. These testimonies were collected by a com-
nunity office searching for missing people. Some made their way to the archives
and were later edited as survivors” accounts.”” Even though they were produced for
; different purpose, they show clearly the efforts made by women to get on after air
rids, and to what extent they needed the assistance of the reception points.

In post-air raid relief work, however, by far the most challenging task was o
manage evacuarions. Ofhcial programmes were started in Seprember 1940, send-
ing children from Berlin, Hamburg, and the Ruhr area to rural regions.” Children
under the age of six had to be accompanied by their mothers, who therefore had
1 chance to leave the bombed cities themselves. It was not until the bombing
became especially severe in 1942 that the Nazi leadership agreed ro proceed with
the evacuation of adults living in the cities. Women and the elderly with no work
obligations had to go to ‘non-threatened reception areas’ where bombing was not
yet a part of everyday life. When the numbers of damaged homes rose and the
istuption to essential services (electricity, gas, and water) increased, evacuation

became not only a question of safety, but a necessity: there was overwhelming

| RﬁP‘UH on ‘Die kri - L ur - y . E :
' - egsbedingte Titgkeit der NSV auf dem Gebiete der vakuierung und
EE?LT&EM"’" nach Luftangeiffen’ by Karl H., 19 May 1945, NARA RG 243/190/62/24/04,

v Box 562 -
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E:EISEHE der Stady Ka:;:l {ejf}* Protokolle der 'ie";r:r::ﬁm;u&ﬂuik des Oberbiirgermeisters der Stads
Kassel, 1993), 76-7; statement by Lotte G., 17 Mar. 1944, Magistrat der Stadt Kassel

Protokg E?ﬂ; 66~7; statement by Auguste B., 12 Apr. 1944, Magistrat der Stadr Kassel (e,
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um_lCim'ltm from Stabsleirer des Srellvertreters des Fiihrers, Martin Bormann, 0 R:k-h'.-

mﬁtﬁ:ﬂlm: 27 Sept. 1940, in Gerhard Kock, “Der Fiher sorgt flr unsere Kinder-y: <
venchickung im Zueien Welekrieg (Paderborn, 1997), 353-8.
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chan they had expected. The official German intelligence reports had picrured 2
high@c:ﬂfdhmnzem. but the morale division of the L'bE*HE came to a different
conclusion. In hindsight, we may suspect thar the majority of evacuees valued their
general reception and forgor about the diffhiculties. Furthermore, even if womes
were unhappy with their ciscumstances away from home, this does not mean they
condemned the whole system or questioned the legitimacy of the regime.

Unhappy or not, many evacuated women relied on the NSV or the NSF while
travelling w their reception areas, and also when they arrived. Their needs, for
turniture and 2 place to cook, and their troubles, perhaps friction with their hoss,
gave them feasons 1o get in touch with the Nazi organizations, or else with the
m(“h‘d’mﬁ]ﬂ very concerned). The women used this help to solve the

Ly [hq&ui“'h'k serding down and learning to get along in unfamiliar
| surroundings. -Ihfﬂﬂﬂﬂ they told later abour muddling through after the air raids
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W= s arose. Perhaps the _':.L..;_; gl is the one thar occurred in Witgen

11 October ?"*_]'-fjr. three hundred people, most of them wives ur'wmki
— rotested against the threat of being evacuared. In the end, protests like this.
- mbined with the steady fiow of returnces, made the Nazi leaders modify their
::x,l:u.ﬁiﬂﬂ policy. They realized they could not force adules into evacuation. And
| ammes were started up to E’t”.ﬂblf men to visit their families in the reception
* ¥ 5t least twice 2 _rr:a{'." 1:"&5 Torrie shows. this change of policy arose from 3
a process in which women, as members of the iﬂf&jgrm;ud,q? had
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CONCLUSION

It is no coincidence that research interest in the roles of women in Naxi sociery
srew just when historians began to reassess the social history of Nazi {m
:nd were arguing that Volksgemeinschaft was more than just a propagandz slogan,
sut had some reality. Until recently, the terms Volksgenosen and Volksgenossinnen
were understood as being synonymous with ‘persecutors’,*™ but the picture we now
z2in is far more refined. Study of the Volksgensssinnen offers 2 way of describing
women's behaviour, action, and involvement beyond wraditional categories such
& persecutors, bystanders’, and ‘victims'. These categories revolve around Nazi
cimes and the question of how far the female population was complicir in them.
There were many areas in which women did nort participate in the persecution
policy, but nevertheless interacted with the Nazi regime. Until now, in historical
fesearch, these areas have remained more or less ‘out of focus’; but current investi-
gtions of the Volksgenossinnen reveal ‘non—or semi-public actions of women' and
ate them to new points of reference: the cohesion of wartime society, mobilizing

*uctures, and the practice of Nazi welfare.
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However, It IS very important o ?vmd t'ht*trapls oI correlatng &ll.rhe aCtion
of women with the political aims of the i\:’azl regime and of overestimating th
cohesive force within Naz! society. 1t we_did that, we w.w.-ould.be rftf”ﬂing ik
CONCEPTS of rotalitarianism in a hism{'}'ﬂfr‘c}n}-h:elmw perspecn}'e. It is essential
see that the politics surrounding the idea of Volksgemeinschaft not only aimed y
+chieve consent, bur also created differences, and even conflict.

Finally, researchers should pay attention 1O unintended developments whic
av have had an influence beyond the Nazi period. A crucial concern of socid
historians is to detect long-term shifts and currents. How the Nazi regime (which
lasted only twelve years) affected later social and cultural developments is oneof
the most interesting questions. Tim Mason once expressed some striking thoughs
on the ‘modern form of domesticity as a specific reaction to modernization ané
bureaucratization’.* Following his suggestion, this essay ends by raising a signit-
cant query: What role did the period of Nazism play in launching or assisiz
long-term developments in the history of women and gender relations? An expir
ration in depth would be necessary to find satisfying answers. But one essentic
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ers in the wartime i}ldustriilmiafn : pra_m.ed the ?Hﬂfts ma‘de by_wuc;mcn in 3t
raid defence, and in their ow hﬂl‘- lr;1 Nazi organizations, in agricuitf -
organizations, and w n house nlcl:s. After the war, Pﬂll.tlﬂaﬂss wo
| omen themselves continued to commend this work, but 8%

'Wi‘&“mthtpnli' :

geuon
N.ltiut].ll SO¢
p.mi-:ip.lr:: in a
rjon berween r
of the agency ©
ship while seui.ng

offering oppositioft: it
lé:-&.fgﬁmﬁfm:m could shape N

[1C
pit’f&!;;:.

I.I}L*rﬁ ;IHd {}
f women s

ﬂtl.’:ﬁ_h

Reflec

When the Al
ideologically |
Afterall, a w
the Third Re
Francois-Pon
still expectiny
addition, he |
the hearts an
of the Germ:
However,
lation in wh
all Germans
and no one |
mitment to |
Rﬂﬂh W]{h{}
movement §
unemplum




	DSCF4476
	DSCF4477
	DSCF4478
	DSCF4479
	DSCF4480
	DSCF4481
	DSCF4482
	DSCF4483
	DSCF4484
	DSCF4485
	DSCF4486
	DSCF4487
	DSCF4488
	DSCF4489
	DSCF4490
	DSCF4491
	DSCF4492
	DSCF4493
	DSCF4494
	DSCF4495
	DSCF4496
	DSCF4497
	DSCF4498
	DSCF4499
	DSCF4500
	DSCF4501
	DSCF4502
	DSCF4503
	DSCF4504
	DSCF4505
	DSCF4506
	DSCF4507
	DSCF4508
	DSCF4509
	DSCF4510
	DSCF4511
	DSCF4512
	DSCF4513
	DSCF4514
	DSCF4515
	DSCF4516

