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'Voli?J~'(erneinschafi 
Writing the Social Hisrory of the Nazi Regime 

Martina Steber and Bernhard Gotto 

In 1938, Berrolt Breches play Fear and Misery of the 1hird Reich was premiered in 
Paris. Ir presented a dramatized collage of incidents and situations drawn from eve­
ryday life in National Socialist Germany. Brecht had been collecting material for the 
play since 1934. The opening scene is entitled Volksgemeinschafi, a term that can be 
roughly translated as 'community of the people'-rhough, as we shall see,' Volk' has a 
significantly more loaded meaning than the word 'people' might suggest. In this open­
ing scene, two intoxicated SS officers lurch down the streets of Berlin on the night of 
30 January 1933. Brecht introduces them in a short poem which closes with the verse: 

Their aim is a People imperious 
Respected and powerful and serious 
Above all, one chat obeys. 

Urinating against a house wall and speaking in broad Berlin dialect, the SS officers 
discuss their hopes for the future: 

THE SECOND: And now it'll be a Volksjemeinschaft. I'm expecting the German people ro 
have an unprecedented moral revival. 

TH E FIRST: Wait till we've coaxed German Man out from among all those fi lthy 
subhumans ... 

THE SECOND: Think he [the Fz~hrer] will really make us a Volksjemeinschafr. 
THE FI RST: He'll make anything. 

The two SS officers believe themselves to be in a 'Marxist quaner'. When an old man 
in a nightshirt leans out of the window and calls softly for his wife, one of them pulls 
out his revolver and shoots wildly in all directions. The scene doses with the terrible 

cry of someone who has been hit. 1 
• • 'd 

Th. b · B h ' · at what was gomg on ms1 e Is scene nngs out rec t s angry exasperation . d 
the 'Third Reich'. It is far from coincidence that, to describe German society un er 

. d &' h John Willett (London, 2002), 1 
Berrolt Brecht, Fear and Mim y of the Thzr.. . tc ' rra~.,J.,.. 'nschaft (Berlin dialect for 

S-6. In quoting this passage, we have used the ongm~. term .0h~t't . inal German version is 
Voiksgemeinschaji) instead ofWillett's attempt to render .It m E~~.·24 s.:;:!, (Frankfurt am Main, 
to be found in Bertolt Brecht, Furcht und E~ des Dritten ~ · Harvey, Andreas Gestrich, Nick 
1970), 8-9. The authors would like to thank Jorg Arnold,~ for their valuable commcnll on 
Star.gardt, and Andreas Wirsching, as weU as the anonyma~ the uanslation of the first draft. 
earlier drafts of this introduction. We are grateful to Angela r 
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I S• Ill istorv of tht M1zi Rrgi me . ·h r.. \¥'ritilll( I I( (I( Ill .! V lksgemetnst an. • 
2 ° · 'l'L r,·,,,rha" Volks~rmrimrhttji was the . r sl'<l on \·o Ksgrm • . 'J,'' •. . . 
, 1 . a1 Socialism. he.> rom. . h' • •nd \'l.lH, rhar vts1ons of communny 
,~anon ·r w IS wtt 10 It,.. • Th' I 
\! _ ·enrr:U soci.tl concept: 1 · . d tnd pur into pracnce. IS vo ume 

am ' ed negotiate • • . h' . 
'\azi Germany were C\pres.' ' f 1uJril:tyered adapranon r IS mvolved .. n · . . h lex fHOCe5S o n - ro scrunmu t e comp . 

s.:b our . . . . red 
and the social dynamiC It msnru, . · I Socialist social promise. Brecht's scene 

. h rft was the N.Hiona d h . . . h \'olksgmrmuc a . . •h'ch it was base : et mc ongm as t e 
. of the cnrena upon " I . b 

touches on man) I inner experience; tensiOn etween uro-
ulrim.ue point of referenhce; and'apalpea·ttt~ngness to fulfil them; racist separation; 
. · nd t e ra IC WI I 

p1an expectanons a. h ,., .. /. d a deadly violence which was directed inter-
unconditional rrust tn t e ru 7Tt;, an . h I d II f th 

II 1 enr years historians ave exp ore a o ese nllly as well as externa Y· n rec , d' f II h h 
· d h h been a rapid growth in our underscan 1ng o a t at t e aspectS, an r ere as . I · f: d 

•t.f'l. · 1,rjtconceprevoked It is not easy to reduce th1s mu t1 acete concept 
•O ~tsgememsw.. · · a1 · 

mon denominator: VolksumuinsciJafi encompassed both a soc1 utopta 
ro a com o h . d' . d al 
and precise instructions for realizing it. Irs core componen~ was not r. e 1n ~VL u 
bur a collective subject, rhe Volk, being imagined as a umeless rac1al umt over 
which the Fuhrer had been chosen ro rule by destiny and could exercise unlimited 
authority. Membership of the VolksgmuillSchafi, it was believed, overrode all dif­
ferences of social stratification arising out of religious or class affiliation. Ir centred 
on notions of belonging that had to be biologically legitimized and performatively 
underpinned by acts and declarations of loyalty. Belonging determined people's 
opporruniries of succeeding in the new Germany, and the new social inequalities 
were based_on how these opportunities were distributed. And, for many, belong­
mg derermtn~d much m?re: whether they could be assigned the right ro live. The 
mea_ns by wh1ch the Nms created the Volksgtmtill.schafi they projected were means 
~f '1olence, and these turned inwards in the form of victimization and extermina­
uon as well as being directed outwards in aggressive territorial expansion 

The concept of VolksgmuillScharfi cannot be understood . . I . .c h 
1 ·1 d h' · In 1so anon rrom t e ~u ~~ ayere . tsroncal semantics of the German idea of the Volk 2 Volk clear! dif-

rc:rs m meanmg from the English word , I ' . y 
unrranslared in rhis volume. In the Nari~~~i e • ~n~ th~refore the word remains 
members of a race, both living a d d d Solclahst VIeW, Volk included all rhe 
itself was seen as a timeless enrityn whea , as wl. e_l as future generations. The VoLk 

b Th . . ose qua mes were r al d . . . d' . al mem ers. e1r phys1cal appearance ch eve e til 1ts m 1v1du 
f h. k' d , aracter and beh . 0 

t m mg, etermined by racial d' .. ' avlour were all in this way Wh 'I pre 1Sposmon , 
I e the Volk was (supposedly) a pre-existen. . . 

becom~ debased and deprived of its vig N t_ennry, It had, in the Nazis' view, 
~ l:rctify _rhis: they wamed ro change s~~~~ty ~tlonal Socialists were determined 
~. :g(l1lfeznschafi. This was their big proJ'ect odcreare a true 'community' the 

vtslon o soc· b • an the · d ' 
Iety y means of social engineering. An b Y. Inten ed to realize their 

y ehef that privare lives would 

l ~ Reinhart Kosc!Jeck • v. lk 
and Rcinh.m Koseu · 0 

• ~arion, Nationalism , . 
SpriU~ 171 DtwacLI.~ (cxls), G~chzchtlic~ GrunJ!o-·us: M~' sn Otto B 

'NUlll, 8 vols. (Stung.m, 1972_92)""l..~iffi. HutoriJchts ~L runner, Werner Conze, 
'vu. 0992), 141-431. "'1111 

.Quo PDiitisch-sozialm 

_j 

• WE> ha'V a w1de range 
photo < n1ers, overhead 
cann and dig1tal 

~~-
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not br :tffcueJ , rh:u individuals could keep at a distance from "politic~' .ts many 
hoped in 1933. would soon prove to be illusory. 

WHY THE FOCUS ON VOLKSGEMEINSCHAFT? 

Increasingly, the regime's social engineering became entwined with the pri,are livc:s 
of ordinary German cim..cns during the twelve years ofNaz.i rule. 1hc propa~ilnd;t 
picture of a young couple's private momem depicted on the cover of this book-thc: 
couple sunbathing on rhe beach with swastika bunting above them waving chcc:r­
fully in the wind-cold Germans mort abom the envisioned \'oii.:Jgeml'imrhtljt 
than any picture of ecstatic masses ar the Hitler rallies did. Nazi society demanded 
a lot from the individual, bur it also had a lor to offer: a place for indhidu:tl happi­
ness and success was promised to all who belonged to the chosen community. ' lhis 
was the promise the concept contained. However, the picture also carried another 
message: this promise of happiness and success was to be denied ro all those das,i­
fied unfit to belong to the Vofksgemeinschafi. The sunny face hid a dark and deathly 
background countenance. 

Volksgemeinschttji was rhe Nazis' central social concept. This 'olume rakes this 
observation as its starting point. Irs objecti\·e is ro clarify the heuristic and explana­
tOI) potential of the Volksgemeinscha.fi concept. By drawing on specific examples, 
the essays explore the extent to which the concept helps us understand social 
change during the period of National Socialism. The authors im·estigate the spe­
cific forms the concept assumed and how it was used as a guideline for the actions 
both of private individuals and of political leaders; they examine interpretations 
and perceptions of policies dictated by rhe notion of Volhgf'71lrinsrhafr, and they 
illuminate how its ucopian aims could mori\·are people and engage their emo­
tions. The volume also attempts ro sum up the li\'ely international debate about 
Volksgemeinscha.fi as an approach to research. 

Current research on the National Socialist concept of Volksgrmrinschafi is espe­
cially interested in the interplay between the various National Socialist means of 
exerting power and how life went on in socier:·· The contributions in this volume 
therefore focus first on the interaction between the institutions of 1hc National 
Socialist state, with their Party organizations and functionaries. and people living 
their everyday Jives. The people in Nazi Germany were divided into two catego­
ries: Volksgmossen (members of the imagined Folksgemeillsrhafi) and 'the others'. 
Vofksgmossen were granted full cirizenship and had access to the provisions of the 
welfare state; but rhe social and legal status of those who deviated from the norms 
established through rhe Vofksgmuillscha.fi concept was significantly less secure, and 
such people suffered discrimination of many kinds. In a continual series of chal­
lenges when dealing with Party functionaries, civil servants, or even just officious 
supporters of the regime, every individual was repeatedly obliged to choose, and 
to show, on which side of the divide he or she stood. Research on the NationaJ 
Socialist Volltsgnnrinsrha.fi project therefore is inspired by Alf Ludtke's concepr 
of Hm-scha.fi als sotiak Pnrtxis--dte exercise of political control through social 
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f.\' IL. •1 ·•f, .• lt' ti"I"'IOJH:d its UIVII fi1irly fkxihk 'Ire l • IS t'OI'C C t'lllCil!S, l.l'Jll \l '(llfi.lgr'/1/f/l)o u; , ' .' . • . . , •. • ,, .'. . , 

listed .Ibm.:. l.'ould be t:lllllblncd With ~·~ch otltt·r 111 ddft:rt nt l.tti.Htons, /iO rh.u ,1 

r.tngo: uf diHl•rcnt ~trt:SSt'S cou ld l'lllt'l'gt'.1 
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'I his scm.tntic opt•n ness wn t rilntrt•d t•nor rnou sl} Ill tlw dy n.un 1 r of liO<.'I a I change 
th.ll W;ls sud1 ;1 f~;trurc nfN.wi Gernuny. ln par.tlld, .utd perhaps at .tn evcn f.1ster 
r.Ht'. the· rt•gimc itself incc•ss.1ntly .mumt·d llt'\1' fimns. 'I his constant ch:tnge can 
he• .tttributc·d to rhr N;uis' dt·dsionistic vic·\\ of politics. 'lht•ir political style was 
dl;tr,ll'tcrin·d by an .tniunism .111d l'olunrarism th:u mnst.uttly rc·~h.tpc:d rlw power 
srrumm·s. Numerous historians, fitllowing M.t~ \X'dlcr. h.wc therdorc and for irs 
fiilm·r oncnwion charancri1c:d National So,ialist rule as 'ci1Jrismatic',6 and it is 
nor for nothing char, from its c::rrly days. the•l':ation;~( Socialist German Workl'rs' 
Parry (NSDAP) calk·d irsdf a 'movement'. 

. Dcspi~e its diversity and plurality of forms, however, the \'olksgrmriu.rrl/fifi pro· 
Jrn .~nd lis .practices did not l.1ck direction. 'I he ScceH1d World W.tr mark~d a clear 
tUrntn~ po1nr. In the prc··war period, the Jltioritit•s of th" 1?

0
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1\lechamsms of sdc•ction htscd 011 ~1,.1 , 1 11. I g r c \\c .Ire sr.uc. 
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(om• rH . hut also uf 'restorauon and revolution'. But from the ~ummcr of I •>J<>. 
dtt• crnph.lst·~ cltaugcd. lhc Voll..1gmumsrhaji utopia w.u no" projected ll\ 

11 
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'u•~u•uunlty nf ~trugglc' (Knmpjgpnrtnsthafi) tn a uamform:uion of its •m:tge rhe 
n·gunc lr.1d Cll~lllcernl as It prepared for hosuliucs. 1 Plunged trlto war. 1..;ermans 
on th~· llom,•.lron_t profited from the plundc:nng of the OCt;up•ed arc;n nnd from 
dlt' \t'llllll' of kw1~h propc11y all over I uropc. At the ~me tunc, while the\' suf. 
f~n·d the• trihul.uiou£ of' the air war, stoic 'solic:L!ruy' w;u apc:ned of the;n, in 
lint with the· I 'o/~·;.~, mrinsd,4i idcal. 10 By the end of the: •w;u, It has beeu sug­
~t'Mcd, sold,,.,_., itt the Wrlllmt~tl!l wet~.: experiencing a sm11lu dualiry. lhcy went 
through .\,It nfttc, hut could rruly hdievc tha1, piece by pu~c.e, dtc: utupi;!n ide.1ls or 
I /J/~·sgt'/1/l'ill.trhll{i Wt'll bc·(oming rc1li1y: rhe strict social disttnctions and lx1unda· 
rit-s tlwy h.1d known in r Itt• tlid ( •t'flll:tny lr.1d seemingly beguu co dim> he: as .\h:urd 
pol it i(;.ll loy:llt it·.~ towards l·ilhrrr .111d nat ion bound oomrado together. As 1111 

Allk-d victory looked lllore and mort· inevitable, the regime: tried co ptCSC'nt dll 

incrc•asir1gly fi·.tgmenring sociuy .1s .t 'lllmrnuniry of fare' (Srhuksttlsgrmmurl>aji). 
' I his was in .1 dc·spt•r;ue .tttt'lllflt to mobili7.e the rl'SOurrc:s that renuinc-d to it. 
l·m plo~ i ng .t mh t urc• oft h rt'.lls of ,·iolcnct·, warnings of horror SCCil.lrios of down­
f:t!l, and ;tmbi,~tknt rdigious slogans, tht· regime urged people ro hold our. At the 
s.tmt• tinw, it still .tppc.tlc·d to ~ori.tl solidarity. 11 And, remarkabl}. tn .t 5ituauon 
of dd~·.11 in which (ll'ople h;td to think first of thC'ir own suni\'otl, Gemun iOCic:ty 
was not tot.tlly atomized: its pt·oplt· sh:m·d the same existential troubf~. fears, and 
hopt·s, .md wen· aw.H<.' of this commonalir): 1' Tht• notion of a 'communi tv of uc:ri­
fil·~ ( Opjt~Jgr·mrimrht!fi) w.ts rcl'ivcd. 'lht· roots of this ropos go b.ld: to the\\: cimar 
Rc·public, but it w.1s rdr:uneJ to fit Gernun sdf-perceptions during the final phase 
of tht· war. Ev<.'ll .tft<."rw.trds it pt•rrne.ucd the.' culture of remembranet" in the FcderJI 

7 

Cit r i.,r ttplH.'I It ll11>wn i ng .1nd I nvis II. Siq:dh.auu. ' I rantcwr>rl.a for Soo.l! f n&~l:ttring !)(~Jints1 
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~ sl'l' Nillllt• 1-.l'.trllt'l, lM~·Jgt'I/(1,1.\JIIfll'/1 Ill/ dt'r lfrlnuuftont: /JIDbUtJt""'r.:· lfrl.r/u,., Enrrnf'Twn~ 
(Ciirrlngt·r1, )011), I 21\ ·11!: I f.ur,,.[Jfmh lh.mrtl, 'I h,- \\ 1dmpru'hC' der ~\hlks(:Cmcmschaft 
in dl'll sp:ilt'll 1\r i(·gsj.th ll'H'. in ()"dd Sd1i1tl<'<h,n .-\.-kemt.tnn (nl ), 'I l~mn1JS4h.:ft Mrt11t'J, 
u•lrkung,m,lfhl(ft<' .•IJ.-.i,J!r l·(rhtijJimg orlt'r '"~i,tlt' Rrallt.1t 1111 'Drinm Rl'i h' Zu ..,rbnrJ,iJ.:tJU rlnrr ~~~ 
tmt'<'I:Ot'll I >rloaltr (l'.llkrhurn ,,10 12). lH'I 1()0. 

'' I his rs ,Jrnwn hr <~ii1z Aly. llitltr> Bmtjiri.lrit'i: l~'untin, !W."UIIf'.tr. .:tul ~Nom Ur/fort' Sltltr 
CNnv \ink. 200(>), 

10 

I lll'uu.u :;iii~. Dt·r liul aw dtr Lufl: Knrgsg~r/h,hafi u1111 LM.fihir: '" DtwZJrhu!UI urul Eng/41111 (Munich, 20 II), •i.!~. 
11 

Fdix Ri,1m-r, .Ailmrmdm: Dlf' \lrhm=lu ~'On rnnnr (r.\lull<'hcn and Zund1, 2011). 83; opposed 
to R,;,.ll'l \ in1t·rpr<'tll inn uf til<" illlJl3CI the I Wh,~Nt'h.rficoncqx had IS ~nkc Ncmd 1nd Harald 
\\'dler (nh), Soltlltrn: l'l'rJitl/rolk I'Om Kitmpftn. n~n """ Sttr/tm (3rd cdn. fnnkfun am Mam, 
20 I I); 'I ho111JS Kilhnc also undC'rline$ the )lgniliuncc of the \Wh~h.rft cona-pr for u~cr­
sranding llidt•r:~ arrm~ lhomas K!ihnc.IVtlflnlltitrh.rfi Dt~ SMMtnt Ilks 114110~U4/utufhnt Arr'FI 
u!UI d.tJ 20. }111Jrlnmkr (Cilnulgt>n, l(}()(r). 

u Sui), TINI ilus tk-r Luft, 578. , 
,, 'I his \'icw Is nor umvt>rsalh· sh,aml, ~.for lnst&ll<'t', Richard lksids c:uay m this volwm. and 

Nc1l <;rt'gor, ~ S.·hrrhillstrmnN(h.r~ Allrcd &mbins. Civtli.tn Morak, and SocW Diaolurion In 
Nurt'rnbcrg, 1942 1945 ·. HuMruv{ fo11l"'ltti. 4314 (2000). I 051-70. 



Closed 

the 
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~ . 'RG) nd the (,erm.tn ' . ,r, I . . 14 
bl. of GernlJm (r ' ;~ . I I ofl:jof'mmur/Jtl;f r lt:ronc. 

Repu 1c · I . . nifest.lllOil u -' . · 1 · d · 
L . understood ,1s the ast ma . t" rming the Na:n socta urop1a, an It 

c:m vc ~ h . I ·oncepr tn o . I S . t· 
\' l'Ltrtllltimrllapwas t e null l . d ro which the Na[lona octa tsts 

IJ /C) to. • ' ) the ne\\ or er 
n be thought of as summtng UJ d' the developments and changes that 

Cl • k . fi understan 1ng . 
~spired. It is therdore a ·e)_ or . h . . - which spaces of opportunity were 

~ o ·tet)' Ill t etr nme . d f 
took place in German s c d d , how rhe regime organtze processes o 

d h··honesclose o\\n, f' 1· 
opened up an w IL • h d or cemented relations o tnegua tty. 

d d · nd how tr c ange , 
inclusion an ex USIOn._a 'fi . fi ·eluding so-called 'asocial elements and • ·ed as 3 1usn canon or ex . . 
lhe concepr sen b fi cr: ed by the state and community services, . k h · fr ocial ene ts oner . 
the wor ··s Y om 

5 
• • ~: ula for resocializing released pnsoners.15 

b . al ed as an 1nregranve rorm • . . 
ut It was s~ ~Is 'al . . t: r the Volksl1enossm a seemingly memocratJc I h ld om dlstmcr soct promises. ro o . b l d 
t e cr: d h· of advancemenr for all, regardless of soctal ac <groun . svsrem orrere c ances La ) s· · R 

\1e;lnwhile, however, 'Jews' (as defined by the Nuremberg ws , m n, oma, 
black people, the mentally and physically disabled, and the openly homose.xual 
w.:re all excluded from these opportunities, as were many others branded as aso-
. I' The blunt discrimination drew new social boundaries: while certain victim Cia . fth 

groups e.xperienced deprivation and denigration, the social and moral status o e 
'rrue' \11/k was correspondingly enhanced.16 Especially for the workers, there was 
the enticing promise of social advancement. In rhe first scene of his Fear and Misery 
ofrht Third Rtich, quoted ar the beginning of this introduction, Brecht was espe­
cially 5cathing about this aspect of the Nazi Volksgtmtinsrhaft concept. Led by his 
~larxisr beliefs, he denounced it as a deadlv con trick. Bur the amacriveness of the 

• 
promise to contemporaries should nor be underestimated: Volksgemtinschaft really 
did appear to offer them a chance to free themselves from rhe confining restrictions 
of an industrial d~ sociery.

17 
For historians therefore, using the Volksgemeinschaft 

concepr as a pracncal research key is highly illuminating: it allows us ro decode 
how the various acrors appropriated the rheroric and semantics of the National 

.. 

14 

See Richard Bessel, Gmrumy J 945: From w,, 10 PMrf (Londo 
2009

) , . , " 
Zcnen? Erinncrungen an die "Volksgemeimchafr" nacll 1945, Jn ~ ; _Malte fh1e~en, Sdwne 
(eds). Volhgmzeinschaft: Neue Foncbu,1gm zttr Gtulfs l rfttk N. • . ran~ ~a)onr and M1chael W1ldt 
2009), 165--87. c~a 1 allona/soztalzsmus (Frankfurt am Main, 1 

s Sec Bernhard Gono, NationalsozlfllisriJrhc K. . 
und Sysumstabilisinung durcb dit Aug<bu~ om;m;aipoilttk: Adminlstrativt' Norma/itiit 
2006), 187-99; Chrisropher Birrcnberg ,;,Wiedf!T 111

1
. tdutrwaltung 1933-1945 (Munich, 

Vol'-.. · ch ft" H b ' ercmg 1c erun•• 1 G ><>~eme,ns .. a : am urger EndasscncnRirsorge 1933_
194 

•. o ~es t'Straucnelten in die 
.md (,erhard Salter (ed.s), Hi 11th Gittnn: Zur Gesrhichtt tkr llzharfi5'' 10 Sdkc Klcwin, Herbert Reinke, 
und polmschnn AJ.sschluu vom 18. ]aiJrlmndm bis zur G. zerungzw~sche, BtStr4{ung. Besserung 
mer Communist SU'eet lighter provide, an esn.:ciall · tgNJwan (U,1P1Jg, 2010) 159--73 A for· 
help of Vll · p · · - ,... Y 1 mpress1ve exam 1 H · · ' • 
h h G nous arry _orgam7.anoru, afier incarceration in P e.. I$ remtegrarion, with the 
~ at r. e <Stapo aP.po'nted him a V-M,um (confidential inf. a conccnrranon camp was so successful 
U~~~~e und Rcal,rar der nationalsoziallsrbchen "Yolks ~tmanr); DedcfSchmiechen-Ack 

ZWI.....,cn Selbstmobilisierun A . gcmemschafr": D;u ~ ermann, 
Becker and Christoph Studt r~ds)~~u~;::u~~d wirksamen Kontroll~;~~e~ dcr ~c;volkerung 
2010), 43-55, at S I; also instructive is thang . • rmn, &it he, ,it fin. Fn aniSmcn ~ In Manuel 
Swr tin Schitbn: Dtr &rlinLT SchUJtlrz ~~~~s stereoryping of 'tralfi~ t &fimn (Berlin, 

:: NeiueJ and Wclzcr (ed.s), Soldatn~, ~~8 !950 (Ciiulngen, 200B) r:,: ahc Zicrenberg, 
Wehler, Dtunc/N G4tlisrhtljrsgcrhith~t, i~. ' 3-76. 

_j 
· r-

Martina Srtbn- and &mhard Gotto 
7 

Soci:tlhr regime, how rhey imt"rprered and applled the decrtts and pronounce­
meii!S, expectarlons and pressure; that asmled them, and, of course, \\ h:u conse­
quence~ this all had. 11 

It is cruci.d w r.ee Volksgnnnnsrllllji nOt as a muc conduion, but as n 
forward-looking ~odal policy proJect ngorously promoted by the regime. 1hough 
the concept of a Cerman Vu!k was limebs, the Natiom! Sorulim bc)ie, ed, when 
they seired power in 1933, thar a lh•ing oommunuy based around the \~/A- had \ ct 

to be realized and it was rheir duty ro achieve this. ' l~lhgmumsrJ,afi Y.'llS therefore 
the unifYing blueprint for National SociaJisr wcial enginee-ring inmam es at all 
sorts of levels. It gave rise ro a considerable soaaJ d) namic; the inidati\c:s I! set In 
motion affected many political field~. areas of acrh ity, 2nd segments of society; and 
rhese initiatives opened up a vast poremiaJ fo r radicalization. Each l111ksgrnossl'and 
Volksgenossin could feel legitimized, even charged, to make a personal and active 
conrribution to the realization of rhe uropia: ir is in admowiedgement of this 
mar Michael Wildt speaks of 'self-empowermenr'.20 In a consuntly aCCt'leraring 
process of participatory effon, individuals ,-jed with each othe.r to sene the new 
ideal. This explains the immense centrifugal spread the people's response to rhe 
Volksgmuimchafi idea unleashed: individual iniriathes extended it to ~'ei wtder 
spaces and fields of activity. In Ian Kershaw's \'iew, m~ indn1dw.l innu th'es 
were a product of the charismatic power srrucrure of the Third Rrich_ B~ 'wori.­
ing rowards the Fiihrtr', people in rhe Parry and the state administration outbid 
themselves in order to enhance rheir chances ofindhi duaJ ad\<lllCement, a p~ 
which was responsible for rhe ever-increasing radicalization of pol cic'S. Orclmuy 
citizens, however, were stimulated less b\' the distant Fuhrrr than ln the nt'\\ and 

' . 
immediately accessible spaces of opporruniry afforded by the l&lhgt'11U1nsrhafi pro-
ject.2 The project did nor only become any more radical as more 2nd more people 
espoused ir, bur it became visibly more pluralistic and mu!tifaoeted. To explore this 
process, rhis volume investigates local, temporal, insrirunona.l, and acror-spedfic 
variants of how Germans appropriated and realized l'olhgmmns<h::fi. 

The specific forms raken by the Volk.cgnn~in.<rhafi idea did not grow out of thin 
air, but were embedded within an accretion of pmious nouons that had been 

18 
(-:or a similar appru;1ch, ~ce Nicol~ Kram.:r .tnd Arnun =-'o!u-n (od, , l/ ngfm-hhntm '"' 'Dnnm 

Reich': s~rnnntikt'11, Pmktikm, Erf.rlmmgm (Muncht'n, 201..2), c:sp. rhc cdlton Introduction, 9. 26. 
at I 8-9; for the semantics of r<'gionality "-'<' .\ farrina .SttN-r, Etha~~ Gn."isdxi~tn: Du Orrlnung tin 
&gionalrn im bayerisc/Jm Sdm•abm 1'0111 /Vrzurrruh bis :#m /I.'S-~ £Gi:m~I~tm, 20101 19 

Sec Beare Meyer, 'Erfnhhc und erda due "Vol!Ggt-~Iruclufi": &fahrungrn JUdischer Mlschlillgt' 
zwi~chcn fnrcgration und Au>grenzung', in ILIJ<thr and \\ ildt (ah~ l~mrn!UCh.tfi, I# 64, ar 
146-7; Michad Wildt, '"\'.lJk.,gemeinsdufr": Ei~ Anrn-on aut 1m Kaslm.', Znthuroru<IN 
Fonchungm/Srudirs in Conrnnporary Hurory, 8 (lOll), 102-9. 

20 
Sec Michad Wildt, VtJ/ksgnnriiiKh.if: llit :SdbstmwhnplfT- Gnwh nm }w/m tn tin tkutsrhm 

Provinz 1919 bis 1939 (Hamburg, .20()"), publishni m English .as Hukrs UJhpm~Khttfi '"'"IN 
Dyn.JmiN ofRAria/ Extlusion: V'lllkN~Ag.lmsr}nu ill hw'lluwl ~ J919-19J9(London, 2012). 

21 
Sec Jan Kershaw, '"Working rowmis the Fl.ih=". Rdkaions on the Natu~ of the Hider 

Dictatorship', Contt'mf'lll'lt'J &rr1fW" Hutllry, 212 (I 993), I 03-18. . 
11 

Sec lkmhard Gono, 'Dcm Gaukucr cnrgcgocrwbcirm? Obcrqunp zur Rdchwa~e 
cines Dcutungsmusrers', in Jiu~n John, Honr M~ and ~ Sch.rsdunidr (cds), Di# 
NS-G.zw: R'fiollllk Mlltm11SIII11U11 "" Ullnwlisttrin. ~ (Munich, 2007), 80-99. 
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8 Volksgemeinschafr: \Vntsng . . 

d h 
\'olh=mJti1lsthaft llsd( It IS therefore 

r 193' as ha t e term "'o' f h 'd 2 
fanned long be1ort" . -' . look ar rhe historkal develop~ent o . t e 1 ea. 3 It 
necessarY ro rake a senous . h f ' . \\~orld \X'ar as an uHegraove concept of 

' I . e dunnu r e lr~r ~ .. 
came inro popu ar ~sag , to be R ·olurion of l918, almost all polmcal par-
nauonallonging. Atter the ~hedo\-ehm . rd ea~lS of a berrer furure to ic. It became the 

· L • .J • and arrac r eJr re 24 
ties a~cnocu to u . 

1 
. . __ 1 • prer:nion' in the \X'eimar Republic. Through 

'd · lnt formula of po lClC<U mcer 1 rfi · · 
, om~n. . . " ld \\7 hinkinu, the ,·ision of \olksgmuinsma was lntnnsi­
m ongms 10 Fir)t \\or "ar r to • • ·h d . . . . d 

. · d · h · a1· st:ic asp1ranons. Germans \~ o use It em 1s1one 
cJI!r lntertwme \\1t nanon 1 

• f h · ~ d 
' :. · d · .• ·hich was essemially a commun 1ry o t e nanon, an 

''" 1magtne commumt) '' . c. . · h h · 
h
. ha · · ed a so·ial dimension:6 Here a rus1on Wit t e semantiCS r 1s me.1nt r r 1t acqu1r " . . 

f · ·ed dec·1sive From the men of rhe century tn German lntel-o commumrv pro\ · 
lecrual and ~lirical discourse, the concept of 'communiry' (Gmuinsch~jt) had 
been pitted against the concept of 'society' (.G~sellschaft) and had been mYesr~d 
y,'frh a highly mtionali.sr meaning. 'Commumry was held ro represent an .org~n•: 
form of ~ocial life chat was quinressemially pure and German. whereas soctety 
was associated wirh what was thought of as rhe deadeningly rational, mechanical, 
decaying civilization of 'the \\"est'. In the \X'eimar Republic, a quest for 'unity' 
in a national German community became deeply ingrained in political culture. 27 

Moreo\'er, because the concept of VolksgemrinKhafi had been shaped in rhe con­
text of warrime nationalism, it contained within ir an aggressive defiance of ocher 
nations. After 1918119, due ro general non-acceptance of defeat and disgust ac the 
: 'ersailles ;~ce Treaty, ~s defiance.was carried into rhe chinking prevalent dur­
mg rhe \Xe1mar Repubhc. In evocanons of Volksgemeimchaft in these years, there 
always reverberated a demand for the restoration of Germany's imperial sratus.2s 

1.1 S«" Norbert Gotz, Ungkick Ge1rhw1Stn-:· D;~ Konstrului • Is · 1· · h 
~flllc!gnnnnsdwfi und schwtdischmt v lhhti (B d B 011 von 11AfUJIUI ozuz tstzsc " 
tlm.'Trk" Gruilsrb.ljr: St!bstnl!U'Urfu~ S.lb ~ h eb- aden, :!001); Paul Nolte, Di~ Ordnung dn 
71 and 187-207: see also the essay by Mi~:~l ;ilmd .unghtm 20

1
. fahrhundm (Munich, 2000), I 69-

,. H Ul · h · · . r m t l' vo ume. 
aru· nc fhamer, Volksgeme111schaft: Mensch und I-I . , . . 

Erfindung tin Mtruchtr~: SchOpfongrtriiumr und K.o b'fdr 
1 

a.sse • m R1chard van OUlmtn (cd.), 
.367; and Michael Wildt, 'Volksgemeinschaft und F~ 1 

r 500-2000 (\henna, 1998), 367-88, ar 
Daniel et ill. (cds), Politischr Kultur und Medimw· kl~t~artung 111 dcr Weimarcr Republik', in Ute 
!81-204; S~tjfon Brurntkl, Volksgem~iiiSChaftoder {~,;~::r:"!J:".tk11 1920er Jahr~11 (Munich, 2010), 
D~trrh!drui; un.Emm Wtltlrritg (Berlin, 2003). · r ldrm 11011 1914' u11d dir Nfflordnu11g 

. See Benedict Anderson, Imagined Commu . . . . 
Natrona/urn (London, 2006). nzNe1. Rrfocrwns 011 tht Origins and S _J .r 

J4 Se J · F h kam 'fJTruu o1 
. e org :.c tern p, 'At War, Abroad and at H . . . 
m the Second \X:orld War·, in Jorg Echremkam (ed~me. The Essenual Fearures of German SocietY 
I. Gmn4, Ultrnmr Solitty 1939-1945· Poli"} . ),DGmnany and tk Srt:ond Wtoru tw • • 
(Oxford 2008) I 10 S · .... tzaNOn isilflt'"" N' "" war, uc. pt. 

• • - I; ven Oliver Miill ·:-.; · '. . ,..a on. and t~ Sm. k fo . 
Jorg Echrernkamp (ed) Gmrta nd ~ er, • auonahsm m German W Soci gg r Survwa/ 
1945·Exp/Qiratio, 1 ·' nya 1 SrrondWorla'War ix t 2 G ar ety 1939-1945', in 

l1 See Dctlef sd:r=~OIU, Exclusion (~ord, 2014), 1·1~93: erma, ~ni~ Sot:irty 1939-
wirlrungs icht' · Ackermann, \ollugemeinschaft" 
DctlefSch':uech~ s::;;;;;~~~~~ oder sozial~ Realitir im "Dri~os. d~ N~-Propaganda, 
prd!msive: Manfra! Riedd, ·Gc:seUsc!:fi'~· 13-53, at 37-40; Nolt ~-EiniUhrung', in 
Gnt:hkhtlit!N Gn.ndbtgriffi ii (S • onschafi', in Brunner ~· ng, 159-87· com­
Riccardo .Bavaj and Martin~ St~~)· ~975), 801-6~; for Ge~ ~ and ~edt· (eds), 
fo~tng (Oxford, 2015). , t1711Any and tiN Wm: ~ H: ngs of the West' S« 

See lutz Raplud lmpnWk Gnuait llt«y flj a MorJm, YJ~C~t 
2011), 213. ' und £, 

ID'opc 1914-1945 (M· ch un en, 

• 

• wide ran 

• 

Mnrtillll Stekr ami &rnl'llrd Gotu1 9 

\~lksgn:z~imrhaf! ':as nc:e~thdess a broad mougb term to ~ hem to d ffcmu 
v•e" pom~. Ub•.quJtous '." ~ts u~, n was chuaacnzcd bl a dhen ~ 0 r meamng. 
democrauc vemons cooasung wnh the terms appropnauon bv the fu Right. 

Ir is therefore no surprise that, after 1933. many prop e c'ould bd1~c an the 
\·ali~i[) of l ~l~sgt"m~inscllajr without necessanly subscnbmg to t'>a,'th.r.g the 
Nanonal SoCJalms loaded onto the ided. Research must therefore ask ""ilen, and 
in what conrexr~ . the term \\"a~ u~ed, and explore the meamngs that \l!o fU asc ibed 
w ir. ~11en analysing these semantic fields, it is especially rC'\ealmg to cktemune 
which of the central concepts of Narional Socialist ideology the h;lhgmm _ hlfi 
formula could draw rogerher, and :-tlso where the semantic range 'll!.ent "" der, iO 

char rhe concept could still haYt: an imegranve impact, drawing in those uncon­
vinced by National Socialist ideology as such.29 

The coining of parallel terms provides some indication of the hold the dea 
had: rhus during the Nazi period people spoke nor only of the tYpes of tc:g.rated 
'communicy · already mencioned-Kampjgem~insrhaft, Schirksalsgm-.nm:.h4t. and 
Opftrgmuinschaft- but also. for example, of Lzifrsrbutt:~nnrinubafi d-~ au r.ud 
communiry). Bodmgnn~inscbaft (the comrnunir;.· of rhe soil), &rri~ 1i 
(the manufacturing communi{}·), and \~rlulmgemeimc.htifi (the mororim com­
munity)., Germans rhus rook parr in all sons of 'commt!Ilities' m thor C'\m­
day lives. \X'herher or not they actually felr the feeling of ·belonging' thu Nm 
propaganda insisted on, anticipations of \''oll"Sgnnrinschafi became a ~of theu 
e\·eryday experience. 'Communir;.' was a central theme, a kind of consunt rd'nin, 
nor only in Nazi Parr;.• propaganda, bur also in a range of encenammenrs, me 
mass media, cultural productions. and advercbemenrs. \J It was ~ruin!~ the ilrn 
of rhe Nazi regime ro implant irs programme for a racial ~mmunit) m ~'Cr. 
hearr and mind. 1he new rules of thinking, feeling. and acting \\:Crt to apph nor 
only in politics, but also in leisure and in prh"arc lite. For ordinuy indniduals, u 
was hardly possible ro dissociate themselves from rhis imperative \\i thout risking 
social isolation or arousing political disrrusr. 'l Research therefore n~ to ask hoY. 
individuals appropriated the images. appeals, and offers that came under the N~us· 
Volksgemeinschafi label, and ro what extent their acceptance moulded the concrete 
shape of Nazi visions of communiry . 

29 An example of chis is provided by the riAc:mm's associanon.' <St:hk~ • "iudl ,unpty lntc­

grared rhe semantics of Vo/ksgmJrins.-lmJ! .into then ~n~t of communm a~.<Gnwuudvfo~>. 
buc did not respond ro attempts at polincalmdocmnauon at aSSI"-un~n 1<:'\'d; Hmmng Boq;gtili:, 
Sclmtzmwmnr ;, NarioMisDzi4lismus: Pfogr tin %fksrr-rrrn-horfi tutJ \irMrl~ nf *" 
Kri~ (1933 bis 19·15) (Munster. 2010); also high!~ lnstrucmT m dus ~"l 15 R f Oswald. 
'Fuj{ba/J-Vo!JtsgmJnnsrhaft:· Jt1Hf4git, J'rJUtil IUIII !V~~~~~~s-us r• ~ FrtpwO 1919-1964 
(Frankfurt am Main, 2008) . 

.lO For further similar compounds. ste GOO. U,.,)Nhr ~. 79. 5KN _ .J 

' 1 Corey Ross, Mttiilz 111111 tht MMirtC •f M.., c,,~M- ~-IIMitlllllo ~ -
PDiiM from tht Empiw,. tht Tltirrl RNII <Oxford. 2008): lmon, Plantins a. for~ Tall and 
Straight like the German Yolk": V'ISUAiwns the lWicJ: •-*'fi dlrougb AdwrtiziDs Ill Go­
Forestry Journals', in Pamela E. Swen. Jonathan W'leiCI', and Jooathaa R. Zadtn (eds), s.llhw 
M.,.,,;,_. ~ ;, T~ Gm *J (Dwbam. 2007), 102-26; p.m,Ja E. ,!i't)a, 
Corey Ross. and flbrice d'AimekM (oda), P'n ••-Ale ar ~ IV6i Get !1 • 

n Pew frituche, Lift* Dna,. ;, * 7llitfl ~ (Cambi'idp. Mae ,liOOB). 
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Volksgemeinschafr: \'('riting thr Sorirt!lliJto~y ofthr Nt1 ., Regime 

THE HISlORIOGRAPHICAL DEBATE SURROUND ING 
\'OLKSGEAIE!NSCIIA FT 

(rison\) recently chat interpretations of the social history of National Socialism 
have raken rhe Volksgnnrin_sch,ift concept as their starting point. These interpreta­
tions at first raised a lot of controversy amongst scholars - ·and often still do. Pan 
I of chis volume juxraposes three contrasting contributions to this debate-fro 
lan Kershaw, Michael \X'ildt, and Ulrich Herbert. Kershaw's fundamental qu ~ 
cioning of recenr research, and of Wilde's arguments in particular, rook place ~r 
the London conference on which this volume is based. Published iniriall as 
podcast on the German Historical Institute's internet homepage and the y a 

· 1 (' G ) · h n as an 
arne e tn • erman. m t e i?urnal Vierteijahrshifte for Zeitgeschichte, it provoked 
a response trom Michael Wildt which was published in the J·ournal '-' 't.h. , . h 
F; J, 3J As .. al . LI!Z zs.orzsc e 
do~c ~~~~~n. b a c;mc discussant, Ulrich Herbcrr repeatedly intervened in rhe 
e ate. IS o servanons appear in wrirren form for the fi . h Th 

published in this volume reveal how ass· rst nme ere. e essays 
how contentious the issues still remai:. IOnately the debate was conducted and 

The origins of the searching dialo e 
be traced back m the intense d' ~ aroufnd rhe Volksgemeinschaft concept can 

'al h' 1scuss1ons o the 1970 h M . . ~c1 tsrory, primarily represented b the Oxf< . s, "! en a arx1st-mspired 
Sized the continued exisrence of I y ord htstonan Tim Mason, empha-
meas red th ". . c ass srructu res in G fi u e I'\3ZI propaganda of 1 I . ermany a ter 1933 and 
wor~ers in rhe Third Reich. For ~ass essness agamst the acrual situation of the 
Nazi mnh h d' . ason, Volksgemeinsch .t:. h • -one r at ISintegrated wh h ap was no more rhan a 

M
t e Th~rd Rei.ch was revealed.J.I Until rh;~ 9r9e0 lessh:tha~-sparkling reality of life in 

asons verd1ct Res h r s, IStonans d d 1 rule d ul . earc ers rocused on the H' I ten e argcly to accepr 
rs an r ed- th H er myth 

and elabo d ' ey assessed the potencial ther r as a patent link berween 
race on the ft f e was ror r . 

of'ideology' d . e eccs o terror; they look d . eslstance by individuals 
, an structure' 6 h e Into th J · · 

cussed the relarl· h' b or t e Nazi regime's ab'l' e re anve Significance 
ons 1p erwe N · 1 'ty to fu · text therefore crt'r· . en atlonal Socialism d nctlon; and they dis-

, 1c1sm was d' d an mod · 
considered rhe National S .~r:cte at an interpretation ernlty.l5 In rhis con-
rhe undisputed leade h' ocf•alast utopia of a class! of Volksgemeinscha'"" thar 
L_ rs tp o H' 1 ess socie A . 'f• 
uc:rween 1933 and 1945 Iter, to have been ty, ounshing under 

. an actual r I' . ea lty In rhe period 

hd 

Mnrtlllll Strbrr and Bt'mluzrd GotUJ 
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Oldl·r works of 50ci:al lu~tory that had u:sufied to me df~the p<l\\CT of the 
VolkJgrmrinul"tji concept had by dus po1nt almost been forgouen. Benoh Brecht, 
with the exile's clarity of distance, was not the only one to ha\e noticed hm' the 
National Socialist promise of Volksgmumsrhnfi aerused iu S\\'3V mer the German 
populace. 'I ht• jurist and politic.al scientist Ernst J raenkd. in ·an analvs1s of the 
Nalion:tl SocialiM st,l!C written in exile in the USA, had also real.ud th~t the forg· 
ing of a spirit of belonging via the Vollugnnrinsrl111ji concc:pt lay at the hC<lrt of the 
regime's doml'.\tic politic!>.'" ' lwemy years later, [)a .. id Schoenbaurn, 111 h1s pio-­
neering study 1/itlrr's Socit1/ Rrt,olllliou (19661, drew attention w the paradoxiQI 
complexity within the Nat.i regime that occurred when the ~'olksgrmmzsrb.rfi con­
cepe gained indc.:pcndem force as ' inrerpretcd social reality' and \\tnt on to acqu•re 
a ' bi'l .. arre reality' on a nc.:w level.~7 According w these scholars, \'o/J:sgrmrmsrhafi 
was more chan a trite propaganda phrase providing drum.-thumpmg thcma for 
mass rallies. In rhc 1980s, some relevant voices picked up on these \iC\\s, Manin 
Bromn,38 Manfred Mcs~c.:rschrnidt,~ Werner Conu,41 Lodur Ke:netud~r,4 and 
above all Dcdcv PcukenY Yet, a1 the time what they had to say on l'alhgmlt'lnsclaji 
went unheard in rhc mainstream of research. 

In the 1970s and 1980s. however differem the dommant approxha m thoc 
rwo decades may have been, the majority ofhistorians of!'l:atiotul SocUlurn shared 
common interests in the decision-making struaures at the top of the ret;~ me, in 
the social structures of Germany's industrial society, and in instatut orul hisron.ln 
addition, rhey focused on developments in the 1930s and on f.lnors that tended to 

rclativil..c ideological inAuences. ' I hey looked on politics as being pnnunly defined 
in rerms of the state. Politics and wciery were thus seen as md~ndent of c::ach 
orher. lr was only from the rnid-1980s that mis segreg:nion of socw and poluic.ll 

l 6 Sec: Frrt\t I racnkd, ' I >cr lJtdllppdm.ar' (1938], an f rnst fnc .kd ~miiU!tt- vhrlfim. II 

Nationa!Joztalumur tmd Widmltlnd, c:<L :\lcxandcr von Brunncck (fudm.f\~ 199'1), pr ' d! 'J. 
§2: ' VIllbgcmcin\Cb;Jft und j{,]srun~kwiJ<lnktur , 400.4 

J 7 D.wid SchocnbaLllll, flitl~r's So,iill /<(V{)/uutm: am <f1lli S:.z:w I1J '\i;,w 6mMtfT 19JJ. 19J9 
(New Ylll k, I'JIHI; 1st puh. I 'J66),.Jt 284 5. !·or a curmu C'\~Uarton KT RKunio fu\-aj \'crdoppdtc: 
Widc:r\priichlichkcit: D~vtd ~chucnh.tun\5 'lhcst'n rur •bnunm R&:\'Oiuuon" 1n Jutgtn l>anyd, 
Jan-llolgcr Kir!><:h and Manin Sahrow (nh). 50 Klas!rkn tin ?.n~hu f(.ottmgcn. 2007), 93 1 

,. Sec Marrin Brost.at, '/.ur ~rruktur dcr N5-MaSJCnbc--qung, l inuffllhn/vfu P,r ?.nrznrhkht,, 
31/1 (1'>R3).S2 76. 
~9 See Manfred Mc:sscnchmidr. 'Ihc: Wdunudu and ~ \olk>gttOCiruduft , jou1'1141 11/ 

Conrnnporary 1/utory, 18 (1983), 71?-40. 
40 See Werner Conzc, 'Staats- und Nauonalpo!Juk.: Kmmn tliubruc.h und Ncubeginn', In Werner 

C(Jnzc and M. Rainer Lc:psua (em), SoDA/gnrhr•ht' lkr B .. ~W Dn.«h!.tNi: &itrlt' ""' 
Kontinutt4tsprobkm (Srut~ta:· 1983), 441 67

, esp 45~~. . 
41 Sec l.othar Kcncna r, 'Sozulpsrchol~ Aspdac dcr Fuhrer Hcmchaft in (;erhard 

Hirschfdd and l.orhar Kcucnackn (eds), IRr 'FWbrmtMt' MphM lOIIi IW/itJ1. Srwlinr "' Smlhw 
unti Politilt tin Drittm Rnrhn (Stuttgart. 11)81), 98-IJ2 

41 Sec l>cdev P.:ukc:n. buiM Grr;;M.ory: CA~ o,,_,_,.. 111111 ~Wit"''"£""""" Lift (New 
Haven, 1987), first published as \(Jih~ -J Gt-t~KJ.fojicn ;., AJr,Mf·'3= llllli 
A11fo~hrm ,.,,. t1nrt N~ (Coiopc, 1982); IJcdcy Pcukm. Vi und 
C'tCfl'ICinlduafufmnde: Die nartono!MZJalibebc "VoDJ~mciDICNfi" lWilchal ~ und 
induat~llochafdichcr Nonnalldl , an Buftll Opn ~ ) ~ llllli GnN/1: t..i ,.-.. 
Asthnilt Nt~t16ru'-M/Inlf., (NurcrnberJ. 1992), ISI-8. 
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I- " I 4) 1 1 • under rhe inRuence of Alltagsgrschichte 
becnn ro dLSSO n·, arge ) · · d h · h d developments o.. ·r) ·h· h ook off 31 rhts nme an w tC create new 

h. f e ·en·dar lue • 11 
" t f h · fi (the tswr~· o ' . • h' he cultural !Urn pur a new set o t emanc elds 

lines of enquif)~ .-\dded to r IS, t 

on rhe res.:.uche.rs' a~~nd~'· . d ro the centre of historiographical anenrion. As 
First, the roptefoth race ~al10\e t biologistic thinking had played in the formu-

ncss <>rew o t e eruct par h ifr d h aw:~re · t:o. 1 . f Nazi social policy, historians s · e t eir focus !arion and tmp emenranon o , . . 
· · li · of racial exclusion and extermmatton. Importanr studtes 

ro rhe reg1mes po ctes . I B I . h d ,v, 1c 
h Holocaust and its perpetrators. M1chae ur etg an wo rgang 

came out on t e d · 1 ' · 1 • 
wr· osed that the Third Reich was pre om mant y a racta stare " 1ppermann prop · . . . . 44 and rhis teatured as an overarchmg concept 10 rhe new thtnkmg. At the same 
time. specific Nazi programmes of social engineering were investigated for their 
significance. 

Secondlv, in the 1980s, rhe cultural turn encouraged the application of previ­
ously sidelined disciplines to historical fields and gave new life to the understand­
ing of ideology, which was reappraised in muhiple ways. An interest in patterns of 
meaning and order superseded the previous search for fixed programmes put down 
in written form;41 the concept of 'milieu' replaced class theory;~ understanding 
of politics was reconceptualized and the reach of politics was separated from its 
exclusive link with the state. \X'hile earlier historians had focused on a supposedly 
stark opposicio~ between rule~s a~d the rule,d, the polarity was now questioned 
and power was msread seen as soctal praaice; categories such as generation, gen­
der, an~ ~~wer moved to ~em~e s.tage in historiographical analysis; and instead 
of scr~nmz.mg power relanons m mdustrial production, researchers shifted their 
attenoon to consumption and consumers.47 

The new interest in Volksgrmeimcharfi as the Nat'tonal S . I' 'al 
' h c b · OCJa 1St SOCI UtO· pta can t ererore e attnbuted largely to changed e h . 

mp ases m theoretical and 

H See Thomas Merge! and Thomas Welsko ( ds . 
Gm/hchafi: Beimige zur 7JuqrieMb4 tre (Munich 199ft M c ~ )d Grschrchte zruischm Kultur und 
Kuhlemann, and Hans-Walrer Schmuhl (cds) />. k •. an rc Hen ling, Paul Nolte Frank-Michael 
A;~ see, for example;. Michael Geyer, 'Kri~ :t d:ils~h ~eu/IJchafisgeschichu (Munich, 2000). 

lte~ uber das Drme Reich im Zweiten Weltkri · ,a spnl~t~k: Anmerkungen zu neueren 
~~~~~dhad Burleigh and Wolfgang Wippcn1Un~(~'J:,chryt~~q~i41geschichte, 26 (1986), 557-
~~ ge. 1991). · e NlCt4/ St4te: German 1933-1945 

On thrs see Geoff EJ ' A · IJ' 
NS. ldrologie: ~rl ~ s z~ cetlons ~m the social history of the Na . . ' 
von Michael Wildt ~~ M"' erner d mogllchcn Ncukonzeptualisie Zl regime, Riickkehr zur 
(2005), 93-!0 I In add' . c anncr es Relclmichcrhciuhau ta r~ng nach Lektiire des Buchs 
W'tilan~<hauung~V~~;. ~~i~;i(t Herbert, Bm: Bw~;h:~~:~.GNchirhu, 14/40 
.46 See, fOr example, Cornelia IU h- • nn, ~996). lnr ubtr Radiltaiismus, 

/i,.gm 1918-1939 (Sigmar' u Kuhne, Katholisches Milit~t nd 
und ArbrittTmi/kus: Dtr "":;~~~~'JZ2;~ Oct!~ Schmi~en-A~r KkifiS~~Ilschaft: Ett­
/lulttitJ'Inl Ill dnr JOzia/isrischm Vtrrin Angriff 11uf"" Proln.r~gr;:::n. N~ttimwJsor.Wismus 
All~ ~mwi~ nd WU/m nr ~onn, 1998); Dede! s,.~.,_,_ ~hnqu.,~ unti au 
Jeir N11~'l. u 14nd: Sozuk Mi/inu Po/ifist~ :':'"'UCCIIen-Aclcennann 

4
' See Christian ~~""'"" ;, rrgiqtW/nr v~Kh <Bat· KMhur """ tkr w~ (eel..), 

'TrillfiiC und AlfXriume: Ko idt, Ks~"'~fi (Glininga~, 21n, 1997). ttlnt/ g~ 
HaufX and <laUdius T.. nsumpolnik lm Narionalsoziat· isch 008), II0-.3Q. Hanrn 
(FraDkfun am u_, orp (eds), Du KJJIISU,gnnurh.rfi . ~~- en Deu~. 
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me~hodological approaches. The IIC\\er approaches ll1'e ckri\'Cd from plurahstic 
soc1al models and h~vc moved away from Manm-msp rc:d class arul~is. Thcar 
adheren1' :egar~ poluacs as a proccu of commumauon and f>OCtal practioc.0 As 
the essay~ m dm volume show, hi~orians are p:uticularf) mrereued m local and 
regional comexrs. and i meraaions in specific 50cia1 msl.eux. groups, and networks. 
Such a focus enables rhem to obsenc: the social dyrumac iniwtcd by dtc regime as 
if under a magnifying glass. Bur there is also an unmista.lablc: uend towuds sexing 
the concept of Volksgemeimrhtifi as one that c:an porenWlly pnnide an mc:rarclung 
synthesis of the social history of Germany under Nazism. 

And this is where the criticism sL1m. Apart from the repe3tcd cWm that 
Voiksgrmeinschafi researchers have been taken in by a Nazi pro;nganch conruua, 
the objections centre round five arguments. The first is ep1Stemological m ruture, 
and suggests that research on Volksgmuins(hafi presupposes wlw it ultinutel) scu 
our to prove-in other words, that ir is based on drcular re.asonL'lg-)t The~­
ond argument is ethical in irs perspective. A moral judgement, the cr tics&:~), is 
implicit in the notion thar people subscribed ro the l'o~m !Mfi adeal, and 
they claim that, when historians view all everyday beha,iour cor.!ormmg "ith 
the system as fundamentally stabilizing it, they arc failing to cillfetentute ~ttn 
crucially different types of behaviour. ln this way. they fail to recognize resistance 
and opposition where it occurred, and ultimately declare that ~'n)'tlne who was 
not persecuted was a perpetrator.)• Closely connected "ith thts argummt is a third 
objection. It is .sugge.red that those who follow the \'olksgrmmurhafi appnnch 
tend to overemphasize consensus, and accord too litde significance to the rq;ime's 
use of terror which could bludgeon citizens inro comp!.imce. Thus approaches 

•a On the dcvcl<lpmem of a dynamic under-ra.11dmg of'poliucs', S« l.'tt> nn-rn and Hnm-Gcrlurd 
Haupt (cds), Nf'ue l'olitikgrschirhrr: Pmpdnir't'n rin" lrismtsrhm Pt.>li:ikkflfq (fnnkfun am Mam, 
lOOS); Willi bald Stcinmctl, 'Neue W~-gc:.' doer hbtori,chen xm:mW: do 1\!lltischcn, m Wall1~.ud 
Steinmetz (ed.), 'Politilt:· SitwJtionm rincs ll"orrgcbrmrrhs irn &rc~ tkt- ~na.n: (Fnnkfun am M~1n, 
2007), 9-40. On rhe view of polirics as social practice, ,.,'<: Alflildtlc, Ht'ti'$C.hUi als wu:ilc Pu.xu', 
in Ludtke (cd.), Hm1cluzji nls sozlalt' Pr.tw, 9-63. 

19 Sec rhc review bv Kim Chrisu.1n Pricmd on a numbn- of tnnlw~ooru m the histon• of 
• • 

National Socialism, in H-So:::-u-1\ult, 23 Ocr. =:oos. <htrp:t1>.sozk-ult godudnc hu-berlm.dd 
re?.ensioncn/2008-4-070>; also Dieun.1r ~iiG .m,l \\"'infn('(j Lilt &\~cmsch~n· und 
Vcrnichrungskrieg: c~'Scllschati imnationai\OZialtsri!>Chen IXu~nd', m D~etnur SUB and Wmfnni 
SuE (c:ds), Da.< 'Drrtu &icl/: Eme Eznfiihnmg (~funkh, 20081, "'9-100, Ba1ohr and Wildt (nis), 
Volk.sgemdnsch4fr, Michael Wildt, Grschirbu tic Na:UJn.z!.IP'"Wfi!1tDIS \GOtu.ngm, 2008): Hans-Uirich 
·rhan1cr and Simone Erpcl (c:Js), Huln uTili tiu Dnasdxa.· \~ft unti \~m~ Ein~ 
Aumellung drr Sriftung l:HutsriJN HinDmt'hn />fu;ftl111, &rli11. 15. ~ 1010 lm 6. Fdmur 1011 
(Berlin, 20 I 0); Schmicchcn-Ackcrmann, 1fl~blji: 

~0 Sec Janosch Stcu~r. 'Conference Rtpon. German :,OOm• 1n rhc N:w Era: Vo/lugnttniiS(h.tft 
between Ideological Projection and Social Pnmcc', Gmu• Hrst~~rtal lrrmt~~u untimt &Jim•, 32/2 
(2010), 120-8, at 127. 

" Sec Stcu~r. 'Conference Rcpon'; S« t~ cssav bv ian Kershaw in rhis w!Wilt._ _ 
~2 Sec Hans Moi1Uil5m 'Hnkr und dn Mvthos dcr Voll:sg;:memschaft. Zur Auftosung dtr biirp­

hchen Nation'. In Dan Dlner, Gideon Rcuvmi and Yfut Weiss (eds), 1Nw1K1N Zritnt: WK/tirlm,. 
~trll. Ftstsrhrift •r E"""ntTIUfl'''"' Ma Zi~~ (Gonl~, 201~). 132....o60: Ham 
MolllmSt"n, 'Forschungskonnovaxn zurn NationalsotullwniiS, AIII!Wi#lt lllfll ~. 14/lS 
(2007), 14-21; Richard Evans.~-' LW.uuiwAwft: Z.. ~-'!:':f 
uru/ WIMrstllrui ill Mr Mturitrl A~ 19JJ-1945 (Boon, 2010). By conaut, a -
~ratriatcd assessment of the rdadonahip bel ween the worbm md rbc Nazi ftllme can be iM1ad ID 



. • , ,. 41 Jli,~ron of tht' NarJ Rrgim,. . -h tt'. \I nmrc; ttx. IJrl • 
\' )lks~emem~- !I • • • 

14 ' • 1 'rh inrerflrer.l!wns rh.H see rhc '\.tuonal t'\jU.Ilt'l \\ 1 

I ''··trnr:rirJ,;rluftrt""r-.mtl.lfC , ._ hit1'.~ 1 A fiHtrrh .ug.umt·nr c.tsrs doubr 
'1 ~,_,.. • • ''1SU.II utd.IWr~ . • ·-/ 0 h 

F r rt'"tme a' ·' con~~ . ~ lrin~ till \fo/J.· .• c;nnnn.•c It I . r er trted 
\("- 1 ·' ~ • I lut' tit (l)lll<IHf, • • • • h . 

he m~rhodolo~t<.l 'J .. J ) kscrihing rhc reguncs c: .H.Ictenstics on t h bctrt•r 'uuro tl t . . I' c • 
d (p rcJ 3n1)roJc t:' .lrt' · 1 r .. se 1rch on n:won.1 tsrn. ror example 

;Ill ''. r ··-· .. 'lhe,·recommem ,, • '. . . 
,[)lilt' ot thr~ .-nn•' !'.I)· · ·h . hn would rt'H'.ll more t.k.ul) rhe desrruc-
-' I.:.. - ·ontl lpprO.ll es r • . H '11 ti'frh d fi .md ~tructUr.l ·IU!ldl .. ' • . l the lottie rh.H drow If. 1e ,lfl nal 
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[1\ dYt'·Yt',lf ru e-. ll 
1s. • . . ' h es in rhe Jift•st\'ks of Ct•rm.lns were deter-

. d •· I mnslorm.mon. c .wg . f . I . . 
prOitlUll SOLI.l ' .. f. • .. that lflected .tfl inl ll~trl.l SOC:It'(ICS .It the . I . 'h bv economiL ,lltOI~ • I ' h 
nllllt:\ pnm.m .• : . 1 ... 1 , . ·er ndk.tl ir nu\' h.1n• been. ,·ou u .we lirrle 
tim~. N.ttion.ll Soctaltsr po 1(). 10"~' ·. . ,, · 
· · s rhe forces of'hi<>h modernm · · 
lmp.Kr .lg.un.t h b d t-·ce I with "rt'lt '"hernencc. Ap.lrr from irs mora.! 

'Jh is deb.ue as 'een con Ill l ~ • . - - . • . . I . . . . h 
· · 1 . d rhe fKr rh 1r 1t re1nlorces ~OIHrO\ l rs1,1 pl)Sit1ons t ar rhJI'\T(', this IS part} ue ro • : . • I I b l, . , •· 

h ·t-b k · rhe n1•1·or research dlscuss1o1K lhus r 1c' e .He )t:f\\ et: n 1nren-.lH' cen ta ·en 111 .. • • • ~ J d 
· 1· · d ·c.. - ·onalism' whose protaL•onisrs met Ill Cumberlanu Lo ge ar uona 1sm .m •un~n · · . t- . d • l ~,~ · 

;1 .-onference rhe German Historical lnsmure London organ1u an l !79. snU 
cchoo in the present-day conrro,·c:r,ies surrounding \ 'o/kigmrrinsrbuft rese~rch._ 
Bur aOO\'t' J.ll. ~newed .mention paid ro pi'OCCS.\CS of inregrarion and the offer ot 
pJrricipJtion .tddresses the cenrr.tl is..-;ut' of moe-arch on the ~azi regime: rhc quesrion 
of how the Holocaust "JS possible and ro wlur o:tenr the German people colluded 
or p.micipated in rhe murder of rhe Europe-an j~'S. Indeed, the que scion about the 
dfe<[S of the I illks,'l.~''•riu.sdufi mopia takes us ro rhe 'core of rhe problem'. P Leading 
pnH.Igonis[S of this 'process' approach see Voll:sgrmrillsrbafi as a general mandare for 

'limoth)· W. ~la.wn. 'Oie Rindigung dcr Arb..·n,·rklas.<~ im n.uional:><azial~>ti,.:h~n 1 kuts,hl;md. Fine 
Finl~icung'. in CarolaSach.o;e~ al. ll'ds),A~rg;r, Brlohmmg. l11tbt una Orr/nung: llt"mrh.1ft,·mtd~omi . .-mm 
i•• \.;:wwl•o~izlismu.s {Opladen, 1')82), II·'IJ. ' 

1 'I !>,'<' Cc<>r.- _:\ly, R.tssr tuui A'Lwr: ,\;Jdfor-;,·hu•lgr/1 tum dtut1d1r,1 llf.ttn (hAnkiurr ,
1111 

t1 1a in, 200.'1). 
--
4

<>: Rt>bm lidlatdy. ~o~c'i:111g H~rk-r: C~mrnr 1111d Cvrrrion m .\'azi Gmlllllll' (l hfnrd. 200 I): .md 
.1f111'1!~0k!~11Johr, Dtlel z~~tlllenmungchsd.akhutur: Grundllige n.ttiunalsmi.tlisu,, hl'r I-I ell sd~o1fi in I l.1mburg', 

r •·•' ung&ste e •ur tq~es tc tc in H 1 b • ( I ) " 1 • 
200S). (!'). 121. • · .m uri\ t\ · • n.m"u'l1 im /Jmtm Rrid/ (Giinin~cn, 
'• Sec H.ms Momnl<en. 'Amok!Juf zur "\'alk . • • 

MtdlJd \\'tldts Grundkurs 1ur Geschicht. I·. N 1 
. '~t1anctns.:h,1h .~ 1\ntisch<- Anmnkun~<'ll w 

(2008). 1., 20. · ' ''' auun.a Sl1ll,tltsmus • llltur l'oluiscbt Lirrratur. '>.VI 
" S.:cSrcuwcr. 'Conlcrencc Re""rt' 1 ,'-<•·. ~ 1. l 

b ·k d · r- ' •J '"'' '
1 '" 1 lee:."~'· or Ul ch 'I L. I I I :'' groun . s<"e Ulnch Herbert. 'l ibt:ralisiL'flliP I I · ' . ll r Ct<>Ctlln t uno Ullll': on ne 

(,, ... ,hi<~tc. Einc Skim'. in Ulrich Herbert (~.t.)' ~~~tc;s: \)~c llu~Jcs~rc-puhlik in der Jeurschcn 
ITJttgr.mon, l.Jbn-ulbimmg 1945-1980 Pnd ed G . ungipro~,r m \lmtkuuriJLmd: B~lastung. 
in Htgh Modcrnit)~ Rdlwions on~ "lh~1,. tth· .'.'1'.tttn~, 200J), 7-49: Ulrich Her~n 'Euron" 
HisrPrv '\/1 1'00. n-, .,o '"cnt•cthC J) • r· 
h , .,. . - . : >-.0. Bernd \\~c:t~bn>d plac<-,. 1 ~r· cntury : ownl4! of Mod"'t Europran 
~ 31 mode~:uuon coalcs.;eJ in the polid1.,. of \~f.b rm . em c:mphas", arguing a.gain~t the thesis 
( .\fodcm~tar : Zur Histt>mktung <lcr "\'olksgcmetn.ctaft':'.~tbup. lkrnd \\7eisbrod, 'Der S..:hdn Jcr 
1~;j~~Z1trlr Meg!it'hkrit: Uikr Jjr Chaturn tvn lHmok~~ Rudolph and Clu.sd Wi_ckert 
~ •-· H Lrl • hrifi for Hrlga GT'(bing (f~"en. ,, -~...- trs.:,uc d and Kcrrcnackcr (cd,). Drr 'Fkhrm • 

1'-:orbc:n Frd, .. Volks"cmeinsdt·ft·· . ,. L. raar. 
Btu tin- Dtu <- • • tn -~<>rut:n Frc-· 194 

'I<SStsnn tJchnr tMunich,lOO'i), 107-28, at 12s.'' '5 una ll.>ir: D.u Drtrtr Rrith im 
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\elf-empowerment', allowang indl'1d!Uh to direct nolcncc ag;lU!$t tho:;(: exclude-d 
from 1he r.tcisr-biologimc collccliVI:!--.,Iolcnce th:u cndc:d m programmes of cxrt-r 
minatitlll.~ ' I he group direetly imohcd m anu-ScmuiC actS, or profiung from them. 
.tppc.lrs Ill h.l\ t•lx"X'n much" idcr rh:an hisrori.ms pm1ous!) ~ptcd.lf the Holocaust 
is no long~·r .mrihutnl ~'xdusi\'dy to a cumul:ati\e roullc:thuuon tnhcrt"m in the sys· 
tem. this c:h.tllen~t·s MTIIL'Illral-funnional aplat~tions. Not lcm, an the contrm'ClS) 
over \ 'olk~ermriiiJd,,ifi, we ~\'l' '"" diflerent concepts of soci:al history confronung 
c:;tc:h or her. On thl.' 01W hand we h.we :t soch.l history• informe-d b) thrones of cl~ 
which set.'S ~oci.1l dt.mgl' as basic-.tlly ('C,>nomically determined, rq;ards politics a£ the 
.Kts of rlw state, ;tnd is b.tSl'd on .1 nonn,uivl.' t."'ncept of modernization. Against th1s 
and r.1king .m .tltogt•tht•r ditlcrenr p.tth, Wl' find'' new social htStory· mcthodologio.!l) 
sh.tped b, rht· prt•mises of the l·ulrur.tl rum. 'I his enquires imo processes of negoth­
rion. room for nunot•uvre. t.'tdtures of communic:ltion, and panerns of me:min,g .md 
order. while bl'ing more inren:~tt•d in rhc full variety ofindhidual aruoru than an cUss 
positions, .md undt•rst,lnding poliric.1l acrs in terms of soda! practice. 

THE lS\AYS IN THIS VOLUME 

lht: ess.tvs in this volume in\'estigatt' how effective rhe promtSe held our by 
Volk~t,t ·•t n<clmfi rurnt>d our ro be, and rhey mea.<ure it' significan~ for rhe 
rt'gime. '!he contributors .1re inrerestcd in how thl· regime dC\ i~. introduced, and 
implemented this new ide.1l soci.1l order. lhc:, look into its. nurerQI struc:rure and 
ho" ir perme.ltt.-d cn·rrlbr lit~· in rhe "lhird Rei..:h . .t~king what .:-on._~uen~ this 
had. 'Jhe result is not ro produce ,1 b·dling-our ofindi,·idual \\3)' ofbeh:ning. as 
some t.ritics h.1ve c:ompl.tined. On rhe conrr;u)', dose qudy of rhc \ 'Oil:s.V'·mzsdwfi 
opens opporrunitb t~H precise .1nd ditlerenti.Hed de~•ription' of indhidual 
bch,l\ iour. 'I he l'ol~·-'gl'mrin..-d•a_fi t·oncepr wJs 'nororiou~ly ,.J~ut'',61 and b«.ause 
of rhis, it'' .ts open 10 rt•l.niwh li·t•e interpretation by rlwst' "ho lh't'd in rhe new 
German society. Ulrim.uely. rhcrdC.1re. ir reached .1 conncre form only in soci.tl 
prac:tict'. \X'ith irs soci.1 l pcrspt•t:riVt•, the rest.';lrch pr(..'Sented here b ablt' to !'kk up 
on this. It takes st•rioush rlw mulri-l.tvert•ti. complex 1l.lture of everyday thinking 
and behaviour, .111d tht· css,l\'s descrih~ the l'otm.tnr Jilcmnus indh iduals had ro 
f.tee. It soon bt•comes dc:.1r' dur rh~ re-.11 core of rhc \fJlk.~'(tmrimriM.ft idt-a Wi\S 
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1 b . I ... ,•, Nidwl.ls St:lw.lrdr has argued the d · ,. no t'llt- · ''· C" ' 
We.' nurking our ofboun JrtC:~ ' L. "t'll consl'nsus ;Jnd rl'rror therefore misses 

• • . h opptl'IIIOil pcl\h . 'a] 
debJtt' n.x-usmg on t ~ · . j· blllh the rurure of rhe Nazt soct utopia and 

. • 6! It mtsunderstano I . h . . C the m:un po•nt. · . f 1. ·,....1 .lction ro w 1rc 1t gave nse. onsensus 
· . d pracnces o P0 m~d M the srrat~es ll1 • d terror without consensus. oreover, pro-

. . ble wtthout terror. an h A . 
"'·'' m•oncet'~ d 'fi . srimularcd each or er. crton was derived . d 'd . t rder an spec• c am . r-
Jecte 1 eas 0 0 

. al . nee gave these same tdeas a sharper rocus and 
r . d ·h 'le pracnc expene 
rrom 1 eJS, " 

1 A h lt' t'tme patterns of acrion developed wi rhin the . I d new ones t t e san ' . 
snmu are h d · ed he ideolocrical field. Practical research tnto the workings 
concepts that a enrer t t- I d . I d d I . . 

• IL . 1 rfi hed light on this reciproca ynamtc. n ee , t us ts rhe ot FotKsgrmmuc '11 can s . . h d 
· 1 1 f h rrent angle of research· in this way tt ennc es an supple-speCJa va ue o r e cu ' . . 

h c d' 5 of ear!1'er research 1he srudy of Volksgmmmchaft deals wtth ments r e nn 111g • · . . 
Narional Socialist society as it conrrived ro funcuon. lr sh1fts the focus on co those 
who were 11ot excluded-onto those who were daily confronted with the regime's 
demands. offers, rhreats, and violent practices, and who had to find their way 
rhrouo:h the maze this entailed. As we shall see, this research enables us to define 

I> 

rhe boundaries of rhe Nazi Volksgemeimchaft projecr and the range of irs uropian 
promise with exrra clarity. It also enables us to capture individual behaviour more 
precisely, and assess rhe interplay berween ideology and practice, utopia and social 
dynamic. individuality and collectivity. 

\X'har this approach cannot do is provide an overall interpretation of National 
Socialism. Nor, of course, can the essays collected here portray all conceivable, 
saliem aspecrs of the Nazi Volksgmuinschafi project. However, by presenting exam­
ples, rhe essays expl~re t~e heuristic and analytical value of rhe Vo/Jugnneimchafi 
approach for rhe soctal htstory of the National Socialist period, though naturally 
rhere are ~rofoun.d differences of view about how significantly the influence of 
Volksgnnemschaft ts ro be rated in individual cases. 

The aurho~· various conrributions are grouped together in five sections. As 
already memroned, rhe first parr of this volume brin s h 
sial positions on rhe quesrion of Volksgnntimchafi Th~ toge~ ~ key controvther­
potenrial of the Volksgemeimchnft approach b rak: . rest o r e essays rest e 
of fields, placing different levels of y h m.g tn-depth probes in a range 
N . stress on t e dtmen · d 

attonal Socialisr Vofks()'emeinscha·r.t "•dea d . stons an modes of the 
Th o· ''J' an tts appropr· · 

e essays in Parr II describe how rhe National t~£1?ns. 
normative values and established t: k t: Soctaltst authorities set new 

. . . . . a lramewor ror comm . . 
ac£1on, usmg pohctes tnspired by th ,; ''k . untcatton and concrete 
f: han e voj, ~gememscharfi . d Offi . 
ar mo~e r merely developing and implemencin ~ .ea. ctals were doing 
~ol~ensconcept of'operarional codes', used i h' g p~h~tcal programmes. Armin 
: ~ tmpa.cr of ~ese attempts on organiz.atio:s: ~~r:~:gyysts o: t~e NSDAP, conveys 
n r~unne acMns all coalesced. Lutz Ra hael . an atms, conringencies, 

nenr, mrerprering the Nazi w ld . p examtnes the ideolog· al 
ired lu aJ' . . or vtew as a relatively 0 'fi , tc compo-

p r try of optntons, interpretarions and pr' .. pen! eld permitting a lim-
, tomtes. t conrained six fixed and 
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immoveable ideological potn~ of d.ffenng wctghu that coUld be mterpretcd and 
re:lli,cd in a range of ways. 

Part II alw looks at the agenoes im'OI~ed in spreadmg \'olhgrmnnu hafi 
practkl')> throughout the Reich. The prinury agenacs ~A ere the NSDJ\P and its 
sub-org:mit.adons. 1hc Dnttsdu Arbrmfrom (~man labour 1-ront). for o;am­
ple, saw i t~c:lf a~ 'service provider' for rhe \'olksgmumulMft. \'.arious apparatuses 
and authoritie~ of the National Social i5t su tc decided Y.iuch indhiduals could he 
part of the projecrcd Volksgrmri11uhaft and what their wtus could be '\\ithin it. 
jane Caplan shows how ci1il n:gistry offiocs could usc bureaucutic procedures 
ro manipulate idtnrities in order ro create hierarchies ba$cd on raciSt cnterta and 
homogeneity within the group rhar 'belonged . h ts $Inking how v;eU bureaucratic 
routines imermeshed wirh ideological targets. 

Ernst Fraenkel famously saw rule in Nazi Germanr as a duality. and contTllSted 
rhe 'normative stare' (with irs legal controls) against what he called the 'prerogative 
srare', where rhere was 'unlim ired arbirrarincss and violence unchecked by any legal 
guarantees' .(,4 Official acrion to further the envisioned VoLbgrmrinsrhtrft was by no 
means limited to rhe 'prerogative stare'. even when in the hands of t.h~ NSDAP. 
Rather, the 'prerogative state' and the 'normative state' comergcd, mue:wng the 
effectiveness and reach of VolksgnntillSchafi policies at local and regional bd. 
Thomas Schaarschmidt demonstrates this using the example of the NS-Gaur. The 
power-political interests of the Gaultitm coincided with Hider's atm of mobilizing 
rhe whole of sociery for eventual war. The Volksgrmrimrhafi idea could assume many 
different forms as rhe result of differing bureaucratic rounncs and the need to fit 
specific social conditions. While the elasticity of the \'olksgmmnsrh:fi conc~t was 
nor unlimited, its application in the Nazi arena of rule knew scared~ any limits. 
This is graphically illustrated by Gerhard Wolf in his imesngation of the National 
Socialist occuparion of Upper Silesia, where the ~:uis used all the 'iolenoe at thdr 
disposal ro set about creating Volksgtmtimchafi. In this project rhe contradictions 
inherent in Na1.i ideology-and in the Volksgl'mrimrhafi idea irself-bc:ame all 
roo apparent. For rhe Nazi leadership in this multicultural region. It appeared 
imperative to define who was 'German' {and thus :1 \'olkrgmossr) and who was 
nor. In the process, ideas of the nation based on cultural ethnicity and race carne 
into conflict, and exposed a deep ideologic;tl division beru een the S~ and the C7au 
leadership which underlined rheir political power muggles. 

The essays in Part lli deal with rhe tensions that aro.;e between the individual 
and rhe Narional Socialist regime. These essays draw attention to the structure of 
promise contained within the Volksgnnc'inschafi idea and rhe expectations engen­
dered. For many citizens, the promises and o~rs the ~azis included in their 
social policy made rhe norion of Volk.;grmritLfrhafi very attraCtive. Although actual 
achievemenrs-for example, in providing goods for m~s consumption-did not 
match up to the regime's swed aims, they were enough to make life in the lhird 

6 l See Rudiger Haclumann, Dilj U7irrsr-h.zfmmpm1i11f br IHutsthm Arbmtftonr 1933-1945 
(Gomngcn, 20 12). . , ... 

6• Ermt Fracnkd, 71Jr Dual St4tt: A Conmburion ro tiN 71xwyofDirt4ttmhzp (Nc:w \ork, 1941 ), XIII. 
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R • h comnare ven, J\OU • • 61 And the reguue was :tdcpr at exploiting the 
eiC r • DenressJOn. L'l 
· need during the Gre-Jt r . . . ~ s· rh .. Kundrus shows. vo llsgmossen could 

ne • , mpuon. a~ rr ' . . 
~motionJ.I ulue ot con.u t of a mass consumer soCJery wtthout being 
' • t: r " he)' were p.tr . . . 
rake pleasure 10 It'e 10:- t . 

1 
tion on which Jt was based. The promtse of 

• J bo r the raCJa segrega d d · bl b h 
100 concernru a u b I ad long remaine ere 1 e ecause t e offi. 

ds rhar were soon ro e 1 d h . consumer goo _ ._1• d'd all rhey could to re uce t e tensiOns resulr-
, h N . onal SoclaJISt state I . . . . .. 

cials ott e · an. 1, The success of rhe regtme tn wtnntng over CJttzens 
ing from the lag m acrual supp }d· . the prospecr of individual happiness, of a life 
. h' . s based on a para ox. . h I 
Ill t IS wa'! wa . ' eared to emerge our of a stare docwne r at e evated the 
of secure normall~;.>' ,bapp h cerns of the individual and insisted char privacy 
, If: re of the Vt1"' a ove r e con . I . • 

v.e a 1. ed h hits politicization. Andreas Wtrsc 11ngs essay shows 
could only be rea IZ t roug . ld f 

· d mised that private happmess wou grow our o a com-
how Nazr propagan a pro . h · 'd S h d 

· h g 011 rhe outside and punfied on t e ms1 e. uc reams muntt}' t at was stron 
f lim.Jted co Vt~lkso-enossm. Yet their privileges, too, depended on 

were, o course, o· k 1· c . 
full commitment to the collective. How and where, we may as • were tre aspt-
rarions of a basically bourgeois kind reconciled with the demands of a radically 
anti-individual state doctrine? One answer to this question is provided by Rudiger 
Hachtmann in his analysis of informal forums such as political gentlemen's clubs, 
where members of the bourgeois elites could meet the ne\v power brokers. 

All the essays of Parr III make it clear char the different ways in which 
Vtilksgemeituchaft was appropriated-with differing degrees of enrhusiasm­
resulred in a pluralization of the concept. As rhe example of women on the home 
from shows, acting in the interests of rhe Vtilksgemeiluchafi did not necessarily 
imply or instil approval of rhe regime. There was space for individuals to follow 
their own leanings. as Nicole Kramer's essay reveals. But although differences in 
values, attitudes, ~d ?pinions by no means disappeared, a particular kind of 
~ngage~ co~mun1ry dtd fo.rm-a 'community of action', as Frank Bajohr puts 
lt-whtch displayed only mmor deviations from the National Socialist norms chat 
~olksgemeinschaft enshrined. Different interpretations, different insrrumentaliza-
nons were acceptable to the regime so long as no operl d' d Th . rssent was cxpresse . 

. ~essays rn Pa~t IV concentrate on the most striking feature of the National 
Soclaltst Vtilksgememschaft project: its violence Chri h B . 
rhe cemral question· how h H 1 · stop cr rowntng takes up 

. was t e o ocaust po 'bl > " n . 
Holocaust in his view were cl I I d h SSJ e. vouugemeznschafi and rhe • • ose y re ate · r e e 1 · · d 
was an imporranr precondition r h · xc USIOntst ynamic of the former 

ror t e mass murd f h E 
Keller, meanwhile, looks at the vJ'ol h er 0 t e uropean Jews. Sven 
h ence r ar core N · fi 11 

t. e very beginning of rhe regime and . usr b fi . 321 o ewers perpetrated at 
vrolence widely visible in public- d J el o~e Its downfall. They made rheir 

. f, an nor on y 111 the . d 
cuuon o community aliens'· even ~fL occupte areas or in perse-
B h . o Ksgmossm could b 

or cases were firm attempts to create srab't· h nor e sure of their safery. 
1 tty t rough · 1 VJO ence, and in both 
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c:t~c:s the bordc:rs that defined rhc rcad1 of Vol1!1grmnnsd'4fi \1\i~t~ foittbl) adjusted. 
Bur violence was abo ommpresc-m 10 C\ei}day l1fc under the N:uJ regsme, oftm 
assuming subdl· form~. Detlcf Schmiechc:n·Ad:nnunn£ anairru of 50C.tal control 
shows dearly tlm1 the National Socialist Volhgnnnnsc:hafi prOJ«l dsd not folio"' 11 
rop-down model, bur wa~ ~hapcd by a large number of actors. There was unmense 
pressure on cirizcn~ 10 conform, l'Wn if the lo)'ll!ry created by sudl pressure 1ud 
its limits. "I he e.~says of Part IV demon mate vivid!)' that violence \\"aS an integral 
component of the VollugnnfiiiSchafi uwpia; and that VCJI.ksgrmemu1J11fi, con,crsd}. 
was a fundamental principle of viol..:nce.66 

'Ibe concluding group of essays, those in Pan V, suggest limiu both to the reach 
of the Volksgemeimchafi project and ro how far hi~mriographical approacho c.an be: 
based on ir. Johan ncs H lirrer studies the Third Reich's military dite>. To d.e fidd 
marshals and generals, the National Socialist Vo/ksgnneimc:hafi prom!X was am~c­
rive mainly because its imcgrative, socially harmoniou~ dementS suned them. They 
expected nothing more from it. From the Nazis' point of 'iew, the grnerals tql~ 
sented a virtually alien elemcm within National Socialist MX:iety, and th~ ~csted 
any relaxing of social inequaliry by way of a Nazi meritocracy. The qu~uon why 
such national conservative figures should commit themselves tO a Nauozul SocWlSt 
racist war and pursue it to the bitter end cannot, according to Hurter, be o:puin~ 
by reference to the Volksgrmeimchafi idea alone. \X'hen the world of rural ~mun) 
is examined, investigation of social relations through the lens of \'oll:sgnr.nnKh4fi 
likewise has its lim irs. 'fhe master planners of the new agrarian order vvcrc ccminl) 
inspired by Volksgemdmchafi, as Willi Oberkrome demonstrates, but .... ben they 
used the concept as a blueprint, rhey developed their ovvn very diife~nt '-ersions, 
and these visions had little in common with either the interest!- or the \vorldv iC'Yo'S 

of the rural population for whom their plans were made. 
In May 1945, the National Socialist project crashed in nemesis. In the hope­

less situation Germans found themselves in, the Volksgrmrimchafi notion bq;an to 
lose all vestiges of its appeal-or so Richard Bessel contends. In this he disagrttS 
wirh Svcn Keller, whose analysis of violence demon mates that loyalty to a sensed 
vofksgemeinsc!Jafi Sti ll had power to shape individual behaviour e\en in ~he last 
months of the regime. Richard Bessel looks ar the c~mplex trarufo.rmau:m th~ 
Nazis' idea of a social utopia underwent in Germanys post-war soaery. I ooples 
rejection of Volksgemeinschaft was ambivalent: ~n the on~ hand. Germans expe­
rienced an atomized world in which a sense ot communtry seemed lost; on the 
other, they still s:tw themselves as haYing a kind of rogetherne~s. but now in a 
'communiry of victims' and of 'fare' (Qpja- un~ Srluclmzlsgt711l'illsrbajt). In th~; 
self-perceptions, the Nazi social utopia left traces 10 bmh the GDR and the FRG. 

66 s· ., I B' h K n lrliS snMks of thC' 111/h"mttiltKh.zrfi', IOCTC"aStng self-r~fcrentiallly of German mu arv 1t1 e u t ·r'"- ,. t . • • • · · · " rmatton mto a SOCIC't • m r-socictY toward~ the end of the war, a procns thai ao:compamed the trans o . •v. lksge .~. 
mane~t suut;glc: internally and ~cmally'. Birthc Kundrus. 'Dcr Holocaust: Die h 0 !30-Set 

134 al~ Verbrcchcmgcmdns.:hafi?', in 1hamC'r and Erpd (ed,), Hitkr wrui dK fkutf('. m, • at · 
6~ SuR, Tod a us tkr Lufi, nuk~ a simrlar argument. 
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. ''RES AND J-UNCI IONS OJ· 1 HE 
FEAr v • c>N L r·,· VOLKSGEMt.INSUIA/·7 C Cr. 

.L • thn volume illumate that the promi&e hdd out &..... 
1 ~Wrfhcr ux: csaar• 10 s r. • h . "1 -rr· htlrfi powerful for~ 10 Nazi (,ermany. o 1ar, m t L~ inw~ 
v~~ bl~ha_.J the hturinic value and have laid lmc the hi~torit>gr,......, 
uon we ~WYC esu IJ cu • 'rh fi d · ( _ L ...,.,.,. 

' of W'_,;n"I.Af. as a rt:\Carch pertpccm·e. e n mg.~ ,, me ..._,. 
al roou ~···-· , .. r f h · I d · h · · dccpnund enrich our u~~nding o t e &oCJa ynam1u at ~as Jn\t1ga~ by 
the Nazi Vo/ltsgtmnMhllft pmmite. 1htr enable u•. w ~y~tc~au1..e. the me2ninr. 

er, and impact of the Vol!t~ttmrim(haft concept 10 the lh~rd Re1ch, providirJs 
~for future JUWch. Despite iu Aexibility, the wnc.ept wa~ far from beinc 
vbiuary.lt had five very clear feuura.lhtsc five features, we .suggcn, defined the 
fmnework for toeial change in Nazi Germany. 

V«Jtsgtmrinsthllft referred. and this is iu lim feature, to an imagined order. 
Nm functionariel u.cd it as their biii(Jlrint w describe the mucrurc into wiUda 
dley inr.endcd to rahape Gemwuocicty. Vollrlgtmtinsrhafi thu.~ \ignified an ideal, 
while allo providins a framework of legitimization for concrete political rransfor­
marions. Here a aucial f:ac:cor was the lack of a cle2r-cut delinirion of what the 
concepc mt3llt: the label could bt applied to almon anything. There was, in faa, 
~a ~of~ acoon or cultural production during the National SociWr 
diaaroahip m which• V~IIKM/tdicf not play a pan. This is why, for histori­
arll, the conc.ept pnwida a Uldu1 overall template for describing lhe direction and 
ICOpe of the efta. afeain« the whole of IOciety. v=-!fi = hdd out the hope ~ a brilliant future. The notion « 
a lalle of f'UlPOie in ~ ~r::r~- both material well~bein~ and 
almoR !inside. mi••icn. Many German.~ could be traiiJCended 1n an 
could acc.qx the;~ of v~"' for a ~r standard of livins 
indMdual happina.. 1he concepc kindlt.d a::,'?"fi poiJCia u a prerequisite for 
milm: it offered a potitiye alrcrnaa.e boch ~n. ldf-motivarion, and dyna­
ff.jlaed in Germany-end dte plurab.o,; ~ JWI~a_mentaty democracy widely 
~ adYoarcd. National SocialiR hnfa=- of order the Warem industrial 
ropo; tepraencinc cohaion and dte Wi of imapry drew on atablished visual 
ro promore merit and adtievtmenL M .: COIIUftunity, but ultimately aimed 
che praenr in two wayr. it pnmdnd -.;:pc of V.lltsgnnn111&h4ft oucbid 
~ ~ IIIYadoD, .._ dediculon Will baa ..,liar utopia of renewal, 
~~held our rhe CDmirdon ... ~ .._~ bocb,dt'Mittded and rewanledf' 

rrow_.M- ..___ -~-=" • _,,., .... fteay •~eer• ~ 11011 " • 
' 4ac:OQ • • Ql>lld L­

'Kift!DM& .. 

ll 

on (. ~ ~r wwar a v n of tbe pn:w:ru W» 

bro gh1 hlJw..c w (.cr ~ rt ~ u HOI Poe Ciundaf'. the 
M11t1trkrruz hon r ng of ' m :a id and Party ralloa 

1htrd '/• d t> Vo/k:grmnn haft crmc.t:pf ta IC ' g no fc..n a tyKe m dual 
aJGripuon d1 ungu h ng between VolltJgf1JIXJ.nJ and (~nglwfufrrn tit com­
munny aheru) 11 c:mb aha:! cr..c r k5 of and ordUIIOn wtudJ decided 
who belonged and what peopk:t oppr.sn ua cu"Uid be A.bcM the NSOAP 
functioned as a 'mu.hine of rndwion wh 1c aho .arranwn& cwnulat vc c:rdUMOn 
(rom the proJeCted new I(X.lety. 1 l)apitc all the tbcuirX o( toe•.al equality and all 
appeals v, a raci.JIIy united ~Jmmunity. the (..crrnan populace Lw.d of c.ounc. 
in a prc.foundly 'unequal I(X:iety'. ''Jhc: ineqiWn.a were w be IUIC hi&hlf Yin­

able. National Socialism gave iu followers ch.anca for tOCUI :advanumcftl while 
abandoning iu opponenu w socral cmrx~,m. 1he t~an~t of tRIY lodiYidual wllhm 
Nazi aocicty could be rever\Cd- ·With the accpuon of me-~ c..doded 
on biologiSlic and racut grou~ the situation wat RpC•rcd'r upd-ed ..d. 
i( necessary, reconfigured through IOCi.al and adJtlliUilDCn'C mtaN A pc:IIOIIID­

uu of inciLUion in the community w:u never 6Kd and :ahealurc: ewspNC ... a 
coruum dfon. had w ~eeure a position within dx ~ f1i Nai IIJOrO It a, 
diKursive me2ns and symbolic acu. And. bccautc dx cmcna b full• crba ' ip 
of the projected Volltsgnnnmchtzfi were, in many Rlfl'ilalo ana: I • • aad 

7 

' rp 
ou.s, this &ituation gave rile W COOJWlt pro«FFt::t of IICI""'"K'III, whK\, .. La. 
might open up room for manoeuvre.~ 

Founhly, the Vo/JtsgnnnnKhtzji concept tcn'Cd • a •~t'Naor JNM• ._ 011 ut• 
be taed to jooify a whole range of .actiona and pM1b0iJ1 ak • • r s t Mid 
and political aphera. lu ubiquity and the pas cap? :Mf ro bp ... 
evoked made the concept an ideal barpin~ point 111 aad C081and?• 
tion. R.egardiCII of any belief in the dairabilicy of me Nar-... " Soas' R a at•­
iu capacity for realization, citizens drew on 'V_.gz: .,..r&./1 what Ia 
suppon of their own inrerau or when they wanted ro s;geel panill sp Fill 

'fhis drew people in. E.pccially in the early eta,. oldie Nun' SocfpiJp -. 

70 See Martw. Urban, Dll 



. ·I fi. \r'min" tht' Sori.ti/!IJIIII;Y t{tlll' Mtr.i Nt:'l,imr 
1 J VolksgerneHlSt 1.1 r. ·' 

J I r.l
lirr of dw term ;tllowl'd 11\.111}' who had orig' I --

I · cnrK>.\ 111 p u · I 1
na I rhe re ann: op . · _1 , •• · .li~r;t w find dtt~rmdn·' she tt·ring undt:r ir\ r fy 

L ~ irical of t\'Jnon:u ,,o.a. . . . . . oo .r 
IK"n cr . . . h J rhe f){lwer ru ch .lll ~l' n.';llll)' or, 1f we \et• rhe (>ol' . 
'lh J.S discurstH' prJdlll' a II ' ' I tical 

1 . · •• rive consrruCI, the power .teru.l y ro create a social ~• 
1 

• u nJ\' a' l tOilllliUniC.I (, 11 • 1 rfi r'-.tl· 
Inn · ·d . : 1,· l'\isred. However, rhe \ou<>'l,t'111t'IIISC/Jll concepr 
itr rhl t h;t nor pre I IOUS .· . . . ' f . was 
· . fi . 

1 
. 

1 
. • •. \. the Nazi reg11ne changed the range o mean angs rhe re 

IIll i 1n nne 1 e asm;. JU • • . • rrn 
.• .1 • • • 1. 

11
arrowing ir down 10 Hs racrsr core, 1 1~ usage changed v 

con:rru. IOCrt"JStng ) . k f ery 
. . bl · A rh~ b~ginning of NaZI rule, rhose who spo e o Volksgnneinsch rfi non~et ~. r ' ' . . c . t~ 

were invoking a mulrilayered formul.a for nau~~al unary; HOm rhe mld-1930s they 
were positioning themselves on the srde o~Naz1 tdcology; _an~ ~y rhe end of rhe war 
rher were legitimizing the use of unresrr:uned rcrror ro drscrplrne rhe home fronr. 

As ,
1 

fifrh and final fearure, rhc Volksgemeiwrhaft conccpr conrained within it a 
call ro acrion. It emirted an appeal ro rhc Volksgmossm to advance the realization of 
th~ N:12i social uropia in rhe rangiblc social etwironmenr. Gerring cirizens to shape 
their communities as rhey went along accorded fully wirh rhe Nazi functionaries' 
aversion m rheory, and as each initiarive was math:, it created or rccre:ned spaces 
for new devel~pmenrs.-78 One o.f th~ ~est-known ~ropag~nd.a slog~ns summing up 
the Volksg~ntmschafi 1dea was socraltsm of prawcal actton (Soz1afismur der Tat). 
Volksgrmtmschafi was le:uned by practice,""l which in rurn made more and mor 
participation po~ible. The National Socialist Volksgtmtinscha.ft project was not jus~ 
suffered or expenenced; many people rook an acrive parr in shaping it. 

The m~del we propose for conceprualizing rhe meaning and impact of m 
Volksg:mrmschafi concepr in Nazi Germany- and this needs ro be stressed--doe~ 
not rem_troduce the norion of any son of actually existing national communi 

l~n thrheerN, :t ~.prur~l the ~ynaThmism of social change and the conrradictions inhere~; 
az1s socta proJect e · (! . 

cacy of Volksgtmtinschaft, \~hichs~~:::,~~e or ou_r ~latm about the particular efli-
regime and the lives of individu b \X'h .I n ~~dlstlncr conrexrs: the realm of the 
tht> Nazi regime with a device fo: P. I' • rle t de o~ksgrmeinsrhafi concept provided 
· d. "dual 0 mea an socretal man · l · an tvl appropriation and · . agemenr, tr a so mvired 

. . mtcrpretauon and · h 
combmatton with a variety of p . ' 11 was t ercfore susceptible ro 

F racuces. 
or the regime, Volksgtmeinscbafi was a I ld 

and effective tool for social engine . T lO -all concept rhar proved a flexible 
enng. n propag d . an a It exerted an integrative 

n Scethecssayby De 1 fS h . 
'Einflihrung'. 1 e c mlechen-Ackermanninlhisv<,ltlm•. dl> . 

'" "··· ... m NlcfS 1 • L -""' Armin Nolze
11 

'PI · c lmlecnen-Ackermann, 
R · h • anun• und D 11···h c1c sgn:nze 1939/40' . o urc1 u rung dcr "F . 
~lksgt'mtinsrhafi'{Pade;b~~n.J;~~~l 2~j~~~~~ .<~d.), Natlona/s:~;~~:~ht~lgcn". an der Wt'Sdichcn 
Ar:mmtr of Gmnanization (London.' 2003)· S E!llabcth I larvty, Wo11,,7r,:; }. Mrgrattonm:gime und 
Uw~~~?derrz, Ordnung rdkt/fm: Drots;ht U:Jnmann and Umbach (~~ 11( NIIZI Et1St:· AgmtJ and 

'9 c .. 'r Rasu urui!W.um'; A""'rpo/itik S . RaJ •mtpl.mung im 20. 'al h). 1-frtmtlt, &gron, Empire; 
.,.,.,, ror exam 1 K .,.- · ozttt • und Ro ,_ J• " Ullarn (G·· · 

Jugcndlich . d Hp e, athrin Kollmelcr 'I' . . h umpwnung tm NS-S omngen, 2008); 
im Nano,:/s~:ia~'um •d.cr-Jugcnd', in Klaus-l':rer ~~;n ~11~'~:1 "Volksgcme::~~a~:erb~rn, 2002}. 
Bernhard Gotto • us. Totakr Ansp'!triJ und Erzirlru ~nt Jorg-W Unk (tds) _r . Kinder und 
Fumrnfildbruclr ~ ~•e ~JDAP '" Fiirsrcnfddbruck'"K.'"'';.Irt.riJkm (Bad Heilb Erz.uhungsvn-hiilmiss~ 
2009), 117-73. a7 

1
73-6/m: Ein~ KkirtJt.tdt b~r 111~11~~" ~d~and Kramer a~~"~j/0 11), 59-106; 

. n tn m }ahmr 1933 bts ~n Lu:zm (eds), 
1 9'15 (Regensburg, 
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di~-c ~ nnJ, furtherrnor.e, ddi r~ed rhc N;m 60C.U1 utop1a m a c.onH•nrently 'p1c.k­
;tgl~l w.ty._ lhc puhhc5 ra.mtlumy v.nh the concept mont tlut those in ~er 
wuld usc 11 to di1CCl pohuul ducour'e in a ,peofK. dm:c.uon :and could ~fine the 
\cmantk fidd that e\·ulved around 11. ~mc.c it held wgcther other c.c:ntral tenets of 
Nazi ideology, the cuncqH only ach1c:\cd its ov.n ~pecifu: c.ontoun in c.onjunction 
wirh them. ;til. 5° In addi tion to 11~ funcuon legnimt7.ing poliuc..al dt:\dopments, the 
Vofk.~grmfmsclu~(r tonccpt wa~ useful to the regime 111 dte contat of socul control. 
Prcs<.:rving the integrity of the Volt·sgnnfimchafi justified su!'eillance, repression, 
and rerror;H' rc.:ferencc to Vo/l(!gt'mtimd•aJi guided such action, and the result11nt 
community could itself be the i n~trumem of comrol. \X'e ~e alrodv Eoeen how 
open the conct:pt wa~: the Acxibili ry wirh which it could be de\ doped ~d defined 
was of crucial imporrance to the authorities. 

Alrhough the Volksgemeimrhnfl concepr was ~sendally collecme in sptm , tt 
was ultimately directed ar rhe individual. Its demands v. ett insistently addressed 
ro ordinary people in their everyday lives. The most radical co~uenccs were, 
naturally, felt by those who were excluded: many were dented the right to tife. 
Yet Volksgenossen, too, found themselves caught up in the N:u.i social cxpcnment, 
even if rhey could decide ro a limited extenr how far they were willing to commit 
themselves to ir. If they commirred fully, the Volksgrmrimch4fi would gl\1: them 
a full National Socialist idenriry, and rhis could be highly sdf-affirming. It was 
nor only orientarion towards the Fuhrno and dte Volk and dte ascription of racul 
and biological qualiry that made them feel they belonged; their politial rdiabil­
iry was honoured, and, in addirion, the regime pro,ided offers of specific roles, 
some of which could seem very arrracrive. The war increased such opportuntties: ;a 

'militari~:d Vo/ksgrmeimchll}i' generated a large number of new roles. especi;ally for 
women. 

Quite aside from this, the Volksgemrinscha.ft concept offered a d e:ar p:utem of 
order that reassuringly reduced social complexiry. During the Weimar Repubht 
che world seemed ro have been turned upside down; society ~t"emed ro be fright­
eningly fragmemed; values were pm in question, and. ir was bdi«='ed, hallowed 
'German' norms and practices were being suppressed. By contrast, the National 
Socialist Volksgemrinschaft concept offered unequivocal daricy and the chance of 
commitmenL It encouraged active participation and held om the promise of rec­
ognition regardless of social sraws and privilege in J society differentiated by tri· 
ceria derived from race, biology, and an erhic of achie\.:menr. \\'ht>n people rook 

part in the timeless, existential utopia rhe Narion.1l Socialist~ offered, when they 
gave ir rhei r total conviction, it seemed ch<'y could tr:ln~.:nd indh idual existence. 

80 Sc~ Steber, ' Region and Nationll Sodali,t ldt'Oiogy'. 
81 Sl:c, for example. Kcr~tin ' lhidcr. 'Goinnung.skontr<1il.: m Gonmgcn. l1tc N\DAP-Krcaslcuung 

und die Bcundung lkr "politi,d1cn Zuval3.-st~kcit"', in: Kr.~.mcr and 1\'olttn (cds), Unglnch~itm. 
117- 38. 

81 Sec Nicole Kramer, \loll:sgmossrnnm .:n Jrr Hmrwrfonr. .)ybtlle Stcmbachcr (c,l.), 
Volksgmosmmm: FraU(It in Jrr NS-Vo/hgrmnnsrhafi {~oningcn, 1.007): Eliubcth Harvey, Womnr 
i11 th~ Ntz:.i Hmt: Agmts tmd W7tntSJt'S of Gmn.zni:.znon {~cw Ha\-en. 1003): franlca Maub~ch, Du 
Sullu11g hahm: l\nrgstrj.11'rungm und f.rbmsgmhuhtr wn Wt~Jmuuhrlx/ftrlnnm (Gottingcn, 200')}. 
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24 . of tapation and tquality had thus been <kprivcd 
Tht d~ prom~_J part t be based on racism and biologism instead 1.: 

, __ , and IUU come o . I be . . 
0
> ·:s !.ocr.., cort ..... 'd __ 

1 
.J titv wert. mradoXJcal y. to gamed through 

L.! llld tndl\1 \U1 wen ' r- d . . a Jnci;,~·n . !4J • • this ~ing chat we nee to lmagme rhe health 
, I -e tdentlt\', t IS 10 Y, form ot ~1' _ __,_, ' 1 sunbathin£ in the picrure on our book cover. 
1\·rior.al '-oc""JSt coupe ~ · be I · · lu.p~· 1 .. 

1 
- k's attitudes and beha,,our can exp amed in terms 

The 1!Ilb.va;ence Ill peop . . • c.. aU al · . . · · th , ~ l o\'er their identmes . .-~ner , ternau' e 'ers:ons of 
?r.m; :-~~oU:\)()~~geois. or socialisc-<iid not_:implr ~ppear in 1933. 
i<Ln ... t) ':J . the'lr pull on nrople, e\·en tt the growmg power of the 
Th~· ~nr.nucc to n:en r·-. . . 

\
.t.JL 1 r:

5 
imperatives promoted compeung concepts, and undermmed or 

qzx:K(111~11J( .>a;. • d h . d rebranded the old ones. The attemptS at an:'algamauon an sym eSIS m~ e_ in the 
,., · · 's ~·'v ,·ears were doomed to fat! because of the constant radicalmuion 
i. ,w ceg.l!ne \,..""d.J 1 of b ;es.sace. For individcals, this pose<i practical problems in everyday life, as 
r...-v.· res-ear~ 

0
:, subjecti\ities in the Third Rdch impressively demonstrares. ~; If a 

c:.ize!l t.-ied to :mir. old convictions. keeping them within the narrow bounds of 
the private sphm, this became increasingly difficult as the rules and practices of 
t'o!J:sgnr.mzz/xrfi inemrab~· took 0\er. To maintain a aue and coherent individual 

den::.i~ v.-as a daih· duten.ce.16 
' . -Tr.e essays assembled in this '-olume shO\\ what a diversity of political hers 

che Nazis applied to the transformation of society. The irudrurions of govern­
oem,local administration, and social security all perfected the bureaucraric rech­
niq~es. of ~~ering,. filing. and sordr.g information the Vo/ksgnnrinrchaft project 
n~. Po~tical propaganda was freely unlC2Shed, using the slick marketing rech­
nupes_ of u:.e new consumer induscncs. New mechanisms and instirurions were 
crearea, ~d agenaes and forums, prf\'ious~· part of c~il societY were absorbed 
and uanstormed to carry out th social · · .L ·' dem d· .. I d' 'd·--• •t JL. e engmecnng me Volkgnnrimchaft project 

an cc. n 1\1 u;u • ouagmossm were the efi - r ed · of Volh · LJ. • th . r ore corurom vmh rhe suaregies 

Th 
. • ~I '~'"'1' m e most diverse areas of life and at all kinds of levels. 

e m.erp ay ocrv.•een propaganda and th ch ~e National Socialists' promises credibili e. ~es people saw around them gave 
cnance of realization And whe ~· 50 ong as they seemed to have some 

· re persuas1on failed 1 lence could cakt over. • comro , repression, and via-

Propaganda images of a classless VtoJL - . ha ... · uag .... rmsc .r. w · fa 
ganua tmages. But people could belif\·e such . 'J' ere, m cr, mere propa-

•mages were designs for rhe future. 

11 For the in:dlcau2.i · r,.~:inh-Cmn.? E~n~> ~ry, see )an-Werner MW!cr, Ccnurnn 
" Mon::z FOllmer .: also Hn-cn, 201 ~I- X Dnn«r4q: Poliri~:a/ Ideas in 

Cc.!lc:tivistic !Wdinrog tbc tnd:ftly pointed to dus trrwon. Montz 
61-IOO;oowMontzFollmcr I ualmBcrhn, 1930-194S,Jomw~ rollmet, 'Was Nazism 
ir:f/(Carnbndgt, 2013); sce,~...,r~~:Modn..u:, 111 Bnfi11: &If !a~ Hisltlry, 82 (20 l 0), 
r --~ Frimdx 71H T11rftdnu WMJ ':r :_~f:'fo •111i Durh. -"''7 /mrr Wti,_- w rht 
-.--··1 (~ 20111 Nlcbobs •J '7ll>lZ Giill: All~ 
Wodd Wu II, Grmu

11 
H. ' Swganh, 'The Troubled o..~Bnlnw Wnus the Twmrirth 

!error"; FOllmer, br4iuu/.::J:" 2813 (20IOJ, 326-42; NICholas ~;:: .. ~,Ganwt /rrnnl;J,L-" · 
16 1bcodor u_._ IJ· _15"1'1l. R-.. , • '"'"! m 

n....r...__,_ •KWO ts a good cum...!.. ~-- ~ Consenr or 
~ Bricfc 1933-1945' I' .... .-.a: Elkc Sccfrkd, EinfUluuo.r: 
/9-15 <Munich, 2009), IS-70.' an Elkc Scd'ncd (cd.; ~r Hrtu~: fro J;,. ~ 1-icua in doer 

ife•UJr.IJrieft 1933-

om copy\n& 

2') 

It I$ well known tlut the rqg ;e lud !k •crM m soc12l ~clhng. But the: 
~~lkrgmzrmsthafi conc.cpt dad hold o t the prt:Kpc:a f toe•' mob tv "" thm a 
t'Olkzsrh mc:ritocraq, as HanYUlnch '.);ch a h3i r~ny ... ~ ... t, m '"'-or\; dut 
builds on that of Marun Bros"Ut. ~'hen u.c:ns :.w c ~ f th~r own numbn 
gain ad,-ancement within the Party or v. " !-0•· na ~ • n tuu n$ and 
organiutions it must have: g~~en the lmpr~ n that the: br ght r ·:;rc p mt~ by 
\'olksgnntimcl•afi was just around the comer. 

Abo,·e all, people were battered and bambooUed by assa .... • and appeals and 
formalities on all sides. Those who h'ed urukt the ttJ rc:g:.me encountered 
Volksgnntinsrhaft in many. often contradictory. forrr.s tn te p:t fit promtseS; 
in well-worn arguments; in sugges•ed means for prou:a...<::g and p emenung 
personal interc.-sts; in being spied on or denounced; in broul ' knCC'; tn CO~· 
crasring acts of social charity; in intoxicating commu!W C'\'WU lu: the raliteS, Ill 

bure;1ucratic classification; in propaganda catehph!'2SCS; tn symboh o'fharmoruous 
national unitY; in models of the racist order. bcnh as an of'C" of tcgrruon and an 
inexorable t~l of exclusion. lhe essays in clus ,-oL:m 1 .. sm:.e these lY. ICS and 
pulls\\ ith vivid examples. They bring out the complcL:}· and the pa~ a.nhc· 
ent in rhe \'olksg~mri,urhaft concept. This many-sideo:-:css wn. fc• mam wlut 
made \'olksgrmtinrchafi acceptable-it .... ~ so easy to e"'phwu: 10me aspc:cu ~-hilc: 
blocking out others. Likewise, the comple-xiry made it cLEaZ for rontcrnporar· 
ies either to distance themselves from this Nazi \'ision of CO"'-'!!::.rl t\ or to atuc.k 
it. Perhaps this complexity helps explain rwo major puzzles for h1s:oru!1S of the 
period: why the omnipresent Folksgmuinsr~Mfi con~t "'-~ ~d w;s, coen tod<l). 

so hard to grasp: and how this social utopia ~ould unfold ~W=h an ahsorbmg and 
destructive power, which ended in mass murder and toW cies:ru-.""UUn. 

•· Wehler. lxrmdw ~bit ItA'. iv 681 and 684-90. WcbJcr bonoM !he COOCCfl fA' .. 
!narc l.cistu v~nsdiatt' (~ mcnrocnac V~ from ManiA Brw•• 
'Soz.iale M~1on urul FUiucr-Bindung dts N~ • V'~for .zo,p:tu:6 .. 

18/4 (19"'0), 392-409. at 396. 
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1\ ~vlodt:rn Pcrspect ivc on National Socialist Socict )' 

/v/icl)/{d Wildt 

In Germany c;ince tht.: nim:~t.:CIH!l cctllury. the term Geml•iwthtji (\otnnwnity') 
h.ts.ofrcn b.ccn contrasted wnh Gl'sl'llscl)(ift ~·~ociety'). 'I he two cn1H.:cpts are seen 35 

r~H.hcaiJy d1fferc1H and they form an opposmonal framt.:work ror critkal di:\course 

011 
rh~ incre~sir~gly. dynamic a~ld ~)luralizcd soci:1l conditions that have developed 

from mdusrrralrzatron, scculanzanon, market oncntation, and political liberalism 
''Ihe yearning f~r G_rmeinsrhtifi', w_c arc told, 'always springs from a reaction agains~ 
the present, wh1ch 1~ seen as bad. l~1cr~fore, the reality of such Cemeimtl)(ifi ideals 
is not ro be found 111 th~ past, wh1ch 1s frequently invoked, but in the prescm.'' 
lhe idea of Gemeinschajt ic; constantly invoked as an ideal in critiques or modern 
GeseiLschaft, and is an essential component of the soul-searching discourse sur­
rounding the crisis of modernity. No Ccrrnan scholar has written more prolificllly 
on this tension than Ferdinand T<>nnics, whose book G'emeimchr1j/und (;t•stll.w-J,rifi, 
published in 1887, elucidated the spirit of his age and defined the soda! dist:oursc 

on this theme that would follow. 
4 

'fhe concept of GnneinsrhrLfl conveys a yearning to overcome alicnat ion, 
through both revolution and restorarion. "lhis ambivalence, betwct.:n the re~torn­
tion of what appears to be lost and the instigation of a seemingly better future 
society, was inherent in the idea of GemeinschtJft from the very start. When using 
Voiksgemeinschaft as a historiographical term, therefore, one would he mistaken in 
assuming that it refers to a social reality that actually existed. ·1 he political leverage 
gained from invoking the VolksgemeimrhtJjtlay not in its ability to define any soci­
ety chat had already been achieved, but rarher in its future promise and its power 

to mobilize.\ 
In this essay I will first show that the concept of VoiksgemriwdHljt w;!s not 

originally a National Socialist one. Well before 1933 ir had become the dom­
inant political interpretative formula' in Cermany, as Hans-U irich ' !hamer has 

1 ( · ' " . • I c."' · M" ·I . 1\ 1 1lik ·&nd llaukc Brunkhorst 
tCrard Raulct, 'Die Mc,dernitiil dcr ( rC!liCIII!>C lart 'ltl IC Ia ru I • 

{ed~). Gemeinschaj! und Gcrechtigkrit (hankfurt am Main. I ~'J3), 7~-9~· at 
7 ·~·1 • 2001 ) 

2 l·crdinand '1 iinnics Community and Civil Socir~, cd. Jose Harris (Cal~lhnh( gc, '~"' --//s(harft 
:J c.. · ' 11. k · h ,t;. N ue forsr unum zur vtJ• 

,J~.:<.: hank Bajohr and Michael Wildt (cds), vo 1gtmrtnS( llJ•· t b 

des Nationalwzialismui (Frankft&rt am Main, 2009). 
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, . h h' b·ckground est.tbli~hed. I will examine hisror· ed {I) 4 W1r r IS •• Jogra h 
dernonsrrar · ;, rL • ... rJ111 r. (II) 'I his will gin: us rhc pcrspec.rivA P • I f he lorKigrmtll•• 'J' · ~· to v' 
ical ana yses 

0 
r . chieved social realiry. bur r;trlwr as .1 social pracr' 'e>.v 

'- rL. 1r -hifi nor as dll a I . . Jcc th lowgrmm.~ '. bod . berween belonging all( osrrac1sm 10 everyday lifc (IJ•t d . ver-shdimg r ers . I . h b e I) r~\\ ~ I new lines of enqUJr)' w lJC :ue y no means exhausted b . This ,-,ew a so suggesrs . . h . b ' Ut 
h c. . fl !ness of invesng;utng r e prawces su sumed Within L. demonstrate r e rrUJt u . . I d 11 . . tn,s 

. f .L 1!.1Lrurmrinsck1t.. The practices mc u e co ectJVJty-buiJd· concepuon o me ~OIXJo '1' 'Og, 
osrracism. and self-empowerment {IV). 

I 

The notion of Volksgm-reinschafi was promoted early on as a key concept within 
righr-wing vofkisch circles, orienred around rhe cthno-narionalisr conception of 
Volk or 'people'. Bur irs popularity was really established during rhe First World 
War, when the leadership needed to unite the German population behind the 
imperial war Rag. The sentimenr expressed by Kaiser Wilhelm I1 in 1914, that he 
no long~r recogni~d p~lirical partie~ bur simply Germans, was a simple bur apr 
s.u~mauon o_f the sJtuar~on. It underlmed nor only the political necessity of mob;. 
!IZing the ~nr~r~ popula~w~ behind rhe war effort, bur also the need to include and 
mr~grare mdiVIduals wahtn a larger whole-and chis was also rhe desire of the 
~0".al ~emoc~rs and German Jews .. ~ven though class conflicts soon re-emerged 1

~ \\art~me soc,ery, and old anu-Semmc senrimenrs became common once again 
t e hn~uon of Volksgemeinschafi, with irs promise of a berrer future based upon~ myr 1c pasr, never lost irs magic. s 

In rhe early rwenrieth cenrury f h 
ences ro rhe German Natz'o { '.use o,}/ke term l'llfk increasingly overcook refer-

n nanon). vo has mo R 'bl . 
precisely what made ir more art . h re exJ e meanmgs, and this is 

racnver anMt· h' h alences connected with the • . , a ron, w IC was loaded with ambiv-
. nauon-srare and h IG r . 

and wh,ch unavoidably harked b k h r e UttumatJon (cultural nation), 
rh h I . ac ro r e archetypal F h ' . ' . . . roug revo unon. The idea f AI • rene nanon wnh Its bmh 'd f , , o JVatton was fa 1 

ea 
0 

srare than the ~L'k c r more strongly connected to the h M . . oncept was A d h 
r an ~tzon for conveying an agend f. hn. ,t e term vo/k Was much better 
and Soc,aJ D · · a 0 er nJcJzat' b' 1 · 
and . arwJnJsm. Eric Hobsbawm has . JOn, JO ogJcal determinism, 
nine;;~:~t~~~;age became.cenrral criteria fo:~~~~eid our that .ethnic membership 

ury. Tn parncular, special · ng the nar1on at rhe end of the 
IOteresr grou h d 

ps t at eclared themselves 

Mtrharl Wtldt 

10 he :
1 

\MI: or Nation but had no 6eparate 6Utc: of their own gencr.:llly based their 
d.tilll~ oil :111 cdwic argumt'nt." 

Unlike dw FreiH.h m the Brithh, the Ct'rrnans had long bttn dhided into many 
~mall ~tatt'S and dills could not define: themsehes as a d~ia.l nation~sute. 1his 
m<~dc them paniwlarly susceptible to the ethmcnang adeology of the: Volk. '11

1
c 

concept of the Vol~· as tlnntJJ, which is central to a Civil ~iety based on the ideals 
of con~riwtional soliclarity ancllegal equality, was contrasted with r.he idQ of \lo/J.· 
as etfmos, which combined imaginary shared genetic inheritances, mythic histories. 
and f.1 nrasies of shared blood and soil. With the emergence of biological detenmn­
ism, alterity· rhe notion of the 'ocher'-was formaJi,.ed as a fact of nature, so that 
simple genealogical derails became inescapable genetic incompadbilities, whic.h by 
definition could not be assimilated. As a result, thc original projea of assimilation 
was replaced by policies of segregation and elimination, which ulumatcly became 
genocidaJ.7 

Carl Schmitt recognized rhese ambivalences and tried to bend them towards an 
anri-parliamenrary, ami-liberal stance by insisting that every democratic consutu~ 
rional order had robe founded upon a politically anchored ~/kdefined by identity 
and homogeneity. 

8 
German legal theorists who supported a strong state considered 

rhe civil stare, as conceived by Hugo PreuB, farher of rhe \X'cimar constitution, 
incapable of ever winning a majority; and while the Social Democrats, who w·ere 
the leading power behind the November Revolution, may have been succc=ssful in 
installing a parliamentary republic (as opposed ro rhe competing So'·iet Republic 
system), they failed to create a constitutional theory of thcir own that could do 
more than simply call for parliamenrarianism.9 The idea of Gromnuhafi, especially 
Volksgemeimchtifi, seemed to offer a semantic strategy for oounrering resentments 
against rhe unpopular Republic, without abandoning rhe republican principle of 
sovereign ry vested in rhe people. 10 

Gemeinschafi was, as che sociologist Helmurh Plessner, an astUte obscJVer of the 
period, remarked in 1924, the 'idol of chis age'. 11 Nearly all political parties ad,•o­
cated the Volksgemeinschafi as a political programme. 'Jheir respective concept~ 
were, however, marked by differences rhar were sometimes fundamemal, some­
dmes merely a question of degree. The Left: Liberals proposed a conception of 
Volksgemeimchafi that was meanr ro negate norions of clas.~ struggle and encourage 
the social unity of rhe nation. Jn 1928, the German Democ:raric Parry (DDP) 
stared in irs election manifesto: '1he basic principle of our domestic policy will 
forever be the idea of the Vo/ksgmuinschafi, which we promote in contrast to those 

6 

Sec Eric Hobshawm, Nariom ,md Nationalism sine~ 1180: Programmt, MJfh. &ality 
(Cambridg<', 1990). · 

7 

Sec Michael Mann, 1Ju Dark Szdt ojDffllorrary: Explamrng Ethnk Ckaming(Ca.mbndge, 2005). 8 
St-e William E. Scheuerman, Carl Srhmitt: 1Ju End of L4u1 (Lanham, Md., 1999). . 9 

Se<' Peter C. Caldwdl and William Scheuerman (cd.s), From ubmu lHmorrary to Fasmm: Ugal 
and Po/itiml lhought in rhr U'Hmar &publir (BoSton, 2000). aftn • d I' 'sch 10 

See Michael Wildt, 'Die Ungleichhcir des Volkes: ~Volksgemeinsch . 111 er ~1 en 
Kommunikarion der Wcimarer Repuhlik', in Bajohr and Wildt (edsif), "/.f!:s.f"'J:a';r~~fi· 2(N · "o k 

11 1; 1 h 7h . . .r C. · . A C.;n·qw 0 J<Jn1u ra,um ew " r • e mur Pies.\ ncr, t Ltmzrs 0; ommumry. " 
1999), 65. 
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r· b n.J rltr •I 111d l\('1\H'<.'ll r.trc,, rdip.tom, .1nd cbsse,,''l l:"o h st, lx-1\\"ten ur Jll a u " • • . . . r t e ~ 
l

·L. t h .. ,11,.1,1 ~.,f l'olk>"f11lfiwrhtift w.ts till'\ 1 nc.tblv It nked with det 
.werJ ' t e '" ' s . · nocra 
, • d' 10 Gu,ta' "chncidcr. a tr.tde uruon figure who spoke at rhc DDp cy, 
nd~Oii 111g - ~ • • . . parn. 
-on ·ress in 1914, the \\'t•Jnur wnsmunon repre~t·nred a bas1c foundario ·; 
' b , JL • 1 rfi · 'bl • 13 n. and 'the onh· one on which .1 tnlt \ 'otKi_l(.t'lllf/1/Sr .Itt ts posst e . · 

Simiiarlr. rht' German Cenrre P.ury (Zmtrwn). which represenred Cath 1. ' d Ch . h. h I' . I d C' 
0 

ICI SJw itsdfls J 'bro.tdlr b.tse nsuan parry w tc exp I Cit y sran s ror rhe Ge · 
- . ~~ 

\~.fkjgrr·1orurhafi. '4 Ho,~ever •. rhe Ce_n~re P~rry res~IL~r~ly ~pposed fa r-right, 
anri-Christi.tn inrerpretanons: We expltwly reJeCt all dtvLstve dtfferenriarions rh 
divide our \olk. \Ve defend ourselves against a new schism which is being prec· ~~ 
r.ued bv a so-called "neo-Germ.tnic" spiri[Ualiry that confuses our \IO/k,'l5 tpt 
. Even_ rhe Social Democrats Airred wi~h rhe notion of \10/ksgemeinschafi. The 
tnstabtl.'~ after the collapse of rhe old Retch, when the Social Democrats took u 
rhe polmcal mantle bm felt rhrearened by revolutionary lefrisrs and rheir art dp 

b II. . . . empre 
re e tons, led ro a rhetonc of domcsnc cohesiOn and unirv and ro a re· · f 

di · · '• Jecnon 0 
any vtstYeness. For the Social Democrats rhe working class had 1·n th 
f · h' b h • e course ~ !~ ~~tory. ecome r e large majoriry. 11ley juxtaposed thar majoriry wirh an 

mhmresnnally small-and unjustifiably powerful- . . f . mmonry o entrepreneurs and esrare owners. 

After his election as president in Febru 1919 F . . 

hu~iry among Volksgmossm on his very first~:). in offic;'~dcch_IEh~erdr aphp~ed f~r 
ts speeches often included rere . . nu IS eat tn 192), 

n rence.s to the ~ fk · h rft . essemial for achieving un'rv h . 0 ~gmwnsc a , whtch he saw as 
C. I . •.,. co eston, and sovereig w· h' h H c-•rc e, tn many other Social D . nt). It Ill r e or~teismar 
D . emocrauc vouth g d . . b 

emocranc paramilirarv or""n· . h. roups, an espec1ally 111 the Social 
. • o- IZ.ltlon, t e Re' h b 

nonon of Volksurmeinscharfi assu d IC s anner Schwarz-Rot-Gold rhe 
Th 0 me cemr I · 'fi ' 
. e consrirurional scholar Herma H I~ stgttl cance in rhe political discourse. 
tmhalpleccable, attempted to formularnena S e. elr,Owhose democratic convictions were 
c en 'B • • octa em · 
b h

ge:. Y 110 means does socialism 
5

• ·~: h ocranc answer ro rhe nationalist 
ut rar er tts fulfil . . •gm,i t e end of h · 

bv cl b h menr; tr IS nor the excerm·,n . t e nanonal Gemeinschafi, 
. ass, ut r e exre. · . at ton of the · al 1 mtnatton of chss b nanon \10/ksuemeinscharft 

• Y a truly nat' I 1" o· IOna volksgemeinscbaft. ,,. 

Room 
n b copted 

I his was nor JUSt hp r.erv1cc lncr(;lz.ed b) the .dtarcd npccncn e of sel'\ ing in 
the m:m.hcs on the front fmc, when: d ffercnc.a 10 soc.ul nnk, cduauon, and 
dnss had bewrne lrrdcvant, many pc:oplc after the "U had a mong impulse to 
merge 'into the Volk •. 11m. was opccWiy 50 among \"'ung audcmiu, as with 
thl' youth rnuvernem 111 general, and the tenckmy wu d0$Cly lmkrd to ails for 
1 \ 'olksgmtrinsfha..Jt. 1hus at the first GertlWl Students 0.1y 10 Julv 1919, the 
C.nhuli~· sc)ci.tl reformer and r.tudem lc:ader Carl 5onnmschcin proclatmed. '\X'e 
need a~ tdemiL'S ""ho love their I.V~Ik and sWld by thetr \olk, whose gospd is not 
"deradlnH.nt but r.11hcr thc \o[l(sgnnnnschafr. Down wnh sno~ry and ame 
rhinking! We w;tnr to belong to our Volk. • Supponm of rhc popuur educ;mon 
movement in rhc Weim.u RqlUblic took a slrnil2r mna. "111e ~1al De1110, r:u 
Konr<td Hacnisch, who wa~ Pru.'-sia's Ministe-.r of f..duauon and Culture, 1usuficd 
rhc esrabli~hm~tH of cen_rre~ f~r adult education (\'ol~huhulm b\ underlining 
rhe need lor a cooperamc eflon berwe-en all p:~m o: the l~lk. \Xc need to build 
bridges berwcen rh.H ~mall sccrion of the \11/k that docs intdlcaml v;orl;,. 1nd the 
ever-grov,ing section made up of Volksgrnorsm who may worl \\JUJ thelf hands, 
bur .ue ment;llly hungry.'19 

Young teachers and clergymen also heeded the all to bu1ld up the 
\ ()/klgt'ml'insrhafi. In rhe \X'cimar Republic. some two thousmd runl del'{;) men 
belonged tO rhe village church movement (Dorjkirrhmbtu~~· bnngmg a new 
· \ 'olk consciousness' ro rhe ,-illage:.. The aim was to lead the loca!.s out of the narrow 
confines of village concerns inro the greater mass ronsciousn~ of :a ltbe-rat~ \~lk 
nationwide. lhis vision of the Volksgonrinschufi 'bestow~ a rdigious consecration; 
a secular subject was reframed as the great white hope of the ' llage church'. 

In the political discourse of the \\'cimar Republic, a signifiant duncteri tic of 
rhe Volksgrmrimrhafl norion w.1s dearly its potential for transhting the supposed 
uniry of the Vol/.: (wherher in political, social. or cultural terms) anto homogeneity. 
'fhis is why rhe concept resonated in so many ways for the politial Rtght, which 
was similarly promoting irs vision of l'o!kJJ_~mrinst'hafi. H~'e\er. the Right's ideal 
of homogeneity was primarily geared to\\ards eliminating an} political dhersity. 
lr defined membership in the Gmlc'lnsrhafi in radst categories nnd was ultinwdy 
prepared to achieve homogeneity by violem means. 

1\risr dtr \\7cimarcr So. i.dismu> (Htckleld. ~0 II); ~rd;ln Vogt. Ntlll#n.:h fiqaa!ISmus und Sor.ial<' 
Dmro~wi~: Dir Jo.·.it~ldt-moJ:r,Jtisrbc}ung~ Rr:IJrf 191.:>-1945 (Bonn. 2006) 

1
" Qu<llcd br Jcm \\'ic:t>chmk ' "In~ \'olk ~ro!"· Zur kulrurdlen I.Q(;ik dcr \'olksfrC"undschaft lrn 

d.:utschcn Bi.irgmum vor I'J.~.\', Hi.ston..<tbNlnthropo~. IS 1 (2010), S -119. at 103 
• 

19 Quorc:d by l'.wl Ciupk,·. ·n,,k-ut,..;- il~r Volk. Grnlansclufi und lxrnokr.ulc: in dc:r 
Erw~chscncnbildung der \Veimarcr Zeit', in P.tul C&upke n al. (cds), 'Du Erw-hung a~m tltutsciNn 
/1/~mchrn:· I '0/l:i.<ch~ u11d 1UitwnAlJ:omrm:ttw Enuz:hsmnrbiltiung 111 Jn- Wnn~<tl'l'l' &publl~ {hscn, 
2007), II JO. at 13. One ofthC' mo't inOuC'ntial \\(."l..lW mtdlcctuals on \'&/A-and Vo/Jrsgnn.tti'IStb.zfi 
was Max llildcbat Boehm.~ Ulrich r~tm. Mb: Hr!Mbm &Khm.· Rmirltaln OrtinungJtlrnlrnwm 
E~;rn.~\}~r!:riq: biJ "'di~ Buruksrrpublt!: (Gottingc:n, .2013). . . 

\X oll~am l~u. Dorfgnnmrsrhafi unJ P.zrui~lmk 1918-1933: Dl<' \mrhninkrmg 110_" Milin 
"~1l'llrt<'rrn.i? tim protatantisrlJnJ unigrbirtnr Drursrhwntls '"tin ~r1114rrr Rrpu~ltl (~orf, 
I ))6), .!47: lanJa Herzer, 'lkutsrk St~~r~M:· \'o/Jagnnnnsmafi ,.,; AllttsmfiiiSmiiS '" tin pq/rriKhA 
11Jro/ogi<' b~i P.Ju/ AltiNius (Munich, 2009). 
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. . LJI · ·h 'llwnc:r, the notion of Vo/ksgmuinsrhafi was of 
:\ccordmg co 1-l.tm· nc . • r> , • d . If etn. • . • H' I •. world\icw.z I he Na1.1 :trr) prescnre trse as a you h 
higmficance tn tt er s . . d d If . t . 

tra n . , •hat ap1lcalc:d co all cl.tsses-an A o H nler took on •h 
ful VoiKsparw-a pam ' r • ,. . d c.lfill' ' e 

. . I f r:.·iwr for the entire ~o/k, dedtc.1te ro ru mg people's year chan\mauc ro eo rll . d I . . n-
in , ~r both continuiry and change, and ~o~ umty. an sa vanon WHhin a future 
~ . I .~;J For example in the polmcally ltberal south-west of German ~lnx;gmzmur .lt!J•· ' . y, 

the Nazi Partv was successful in taking over the stagnattng local culture of clubs 
and associari~ns. It persuaded local pa.r~ branches. to ~oordina.t~ their activities 
with those of existing dubs and assoc1at1ons, and It r~J~Cted clmst membership 
regulations, thereby inviting all Volksgmossm to parrtcl pare, whether Catholic 
or Protestant, farmer or tradesman, merchant or labourer, male or female. The 
Catholic petite bourgeoisie was especially eager to accepr this invitation to join the 
mainmeam, having been culturally excluded ever si nee the Second Reich's founda­
tion under Protestant/Prussian dominance, followed by Bismarck's implementa­
tion of che anti-Catholic Kulturkampf.' 

Despite all the rheroric of inclusion propounded by rhe political Right, their 
version of the Volksg!meinschaft was, in fact, defined by limits and exclusions. The 
Right was less concerned about who belonged ro the Volksgemeinschtift chan with 
\\:ho could nor. belong, that is, chose who were already being semantically osrra­
ctzcd as GnneznschaftsJ!'e:ntk _{community aliens), primarily rhe Jews. This was 
clearly not to be the ctv1l SOCiety of che liberal nation-state. Here, anti-Semi£ism 
played a ce.nrral. parr. The r.acisr and anri-S~:mitic borderline became inextricabl 
e~~dded m thts construwon of the Volk as a 'natural blood-b d ,..... . h .f. 
StriVIng tO define . r . I ase uememsc ll.J• 
rock of the Nation

1

~ ;:~a~~~ ~~~:s ~:~~:~~~nti-Semiris~ w~ the .founding bed-
destructive potential. The Naz' p ~ 

1 
(! aft, exacerbanng tts radical nature and 

can be a citizen only if one is at :lrkty pat OrQm of 1920 explicitly Stated that 'one 
. f o sgmosse. nc ca b 1, l' L • 1s o German blood regardless of 1. . n e a vo Ksgenosse only If one 
1 ~ IL , ' re •g1ou~ confcs · Th r votKSgenosse. ston. ererore no Jew can be a 

Ami-Semitism was the main (! . 
Volksgemeinscbafi from the com ~arure differentiating this Nazi notion of 
~9l.4;.lhe 'August experience' t:C~~~:~5°~:~/I~a~ ~arked back to the 'spirit of 
octa Democrats and Jews, who had dtett y tnclusive of all Germans even 

would ulrim r 1 1 d . groun s to hope h h ' 
. S . . a e Y ea ro rheu· acceptance inr . c ar a s ow of patriotism 

ann- emmsm and the National Socialist vco .mainstream society. 24 Conversely 
·rs1on of Vo!k . ' 

21 
Hans-Ulrich Tham • 

sgemernschtift were so 

National.soziali cr, Nauon al~ Voile- . 
Soziaks Dmk smus und Gemeinschaftsidcolo ie' in s~emc•nschafl: Vol . 

21 s~ l d~f"HDn.tsrh!a,dzuJ/srhm Tradit!n' d~org·Dicrcr Gauger kdt Vorsrellungen, 
Main. 20 1~~. o erbst, Hitlm Chansma: Dit ~':p";IIOII4ti~n (Bonn, 19~0) aus Weigelr (eels). 

2J Set Oded H . • ung tmts d~t•rhtn ' 112-28, ar 122. 
ultiur Libtralum.:'~~:~:cr. Frtihdt, f!lmhhtit, Briidtr/i(h/r . Mmtas (Frankfurt am 
(~funich, 2007). 82-92 rgmum un limdlirhm Suddtutsr/,fam ull(/ D:r>~amit'· Po .. 

4 
This was stiU bein · II(/ 11011 tim 186~ ~" &dtur. pop-

included ;m a peal h g aprc;s<ed by trade unions in th . lm %U den I 93tkm 
Voilrsgnndnsrkzfi· Q ar ~c <-:erman worker should bee e ~pr~ng of 1933, wh tb 

• uot Ill fhamcr, 'Vollugcmc:insch;{,~c;..t fully cntitlc:Q ~ ~call for May Dav 
. cnsch und Masse• m3ucr of the Genn~ 

' 84. 
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inextricahly intc:rrwwed t~at those ":no felt .a roonance with the Nau promise 
ofim.lusion a~d agreed wuh th~ NuJ. r~me5 ~o/J:sgrmmwhafi propaganda after 
1 YJJ rll'cessar.lly supported anu-Semmc exdu5ton, eo. en though they might nm 
ha\'1: bcc:n anu-Semues l>efore 

'!hi' vb1on <:f .Volkigfl~lfimchafi v.irh iu ami-pluralistic yearnings that $O rabidly 
rejected the cx~sung Wcm1ar demoa:acy was strongly ~riemed towards the future. 
lhe VolksgmJmurhafi wa • 1o a realtry that already exJSted, but sull needed tu he 
achieved- it was Volksgrmmuchafi as a 'politia of promise', as Thorn.1s Mngd 
purs ir. 's '!his i~1spi~arion~l co~c~pr of Vo!kJg;''lrir~uhafi combined a cr 11id~m 
of rhe existing Sltuarton With a wtll ro chaage, ulumatdy, according to Marlin 
Broszar, unleashing a powerfUl 'social impetus to the benefit of the Nul \',my, 
expressing itself as an u~precedenred frenzy of ac.tivity, inventivene:.s, self-sacrifi,c, 
and energy among Naz1 members and supporters, as could already be sel'n during 
rhe Party's pre-1933 srruggle ro power. lr especiallr helps ro o:plain the extrnor­
dinary motivation and dedication shown by large pans of the nation undc:r the 

I . ''6 Hit er regtme. -

II 

For a long time German historians treated the Volksgmzrimrhafi as mcrdy a propa­
ganda buzzword. Heinrich August Winkler spoke of its 'Mrthos', v.hile Bernd 
Weisbrod referred to its 'illusoriness'.27 ln panicular, Hans Mommsen insisted that 
the notion of Volksgnnrimchafi was only a pretence at supponmg social imegrn­
tion, and char the middle classes were much more susceptible to irs line of argu­
ment than the working classes. Ir is in this belief that, C\cn today. Mommsen 
argues rhar the term Volksgemeinschafi should be avoided in analytica1 contexts, 
because it is roo much coloured by Goebbels's propaganda_.. 

But it would be a mistake co think that the Volhgrmrinuhafi really did signify a 
social reality in Nazi Germany in which class differenc-~~. disparities of wealth, and 
property emitlements had been levelled out. As I haH' pointed out, the concept 
of the Volksgemeimchafi drew irs political power not !Tom a social reality achieved, 
but rather from its promise, and the mobiliz.ation it inspired. In the 1970s, Martin 

21 'I homa.\ Mergc:l, 'ruhrer. Volhgemcinschaft und ~ta,chtnc: Polllische t.Jwa.rtun~mukturen 
in der Wcinmcr Rcpublik und dcm Narionalsoziabmu; 191S-I'J36', In WolfgJng Hanlrw1g (cd.), 
l'olitisrht• Kulhlrg~chirhtf lkr ZwudJ<'1llrri~..d; I 918-/939 (Gotringm. 2005), 91-127 . . , 

16 Man in Br~1.a1, 'S01iak Mom•arion und Rihr<-r-Bindung dc=s Narionalsoml1smus • 
Vimtljahnhtfu for Ztitgt'ichirl!ff, 1814 (1970). 392-409, at 396. 

27 
Heinrich Augusr Winkler, '\'om l\h•rhos der Volksgcmcuuchaft', Arclnv for Sqr.UJ/gtschichu, 

~7 0977), 484-90, at 485: B<'Tlld '.':'ebbrod, 'Ocr Schein der Modernirlit: i'..ur HIStoristerung der 
Volk-gcmc:inschafi"', tn Karsten Rudolph and Chriscl Wickert (eds), Gtschithtt als MDg/khlrrlt; Oim 

J':, Chancm von Dtmolrra~~ (E,..-.cn. 1995), 224-42. • . . . , .. 
• . Hans Monunscn. Forschungskomroversen zum Nauonalsonahsmus. Aw P~litik ullli 
Zmgtschichu, 14 5 (2007), 14-21: see also Hans Mommsen, 'Hider und ckr Myth~ der 
~ollugcmcin<chaft: Zur Auilosung der bil~rlichen Nation', in Dan Diner, Gideon Rcuveru and 
'f.ur \X'd"-< (r:ds), Dn~tsdJt uittn: Gts(hichtt ullli l.tbmsu.>th (GOningcn, 20 12), 132-140. 
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50 ·I. h, 'insufficient clarity and dishonesty of th 
d hi Ill st He' t l.H t t . I d . I . r 

Bro ·at w:t> alrca )' ;t e · · . \ tlidnc rhc socta ynamtcs w Hch actual! 
~. • • . I 'scs do not Ill • • k . . y 

l':.u P.trtn so<.t.t promt " rhc rnassc.s and were ept 111 mor1on b 
. h P ·'s sun:c:ss ,tmont- d . y 

underpinned t c: .ut) · · 1• f he ·•1ppcal of both mo ern try and mobiliza. 
. • • ' l'l Broslolt spoKe 0 r n · h rfi I rhe t\llt regtmt' • · , ~ . d stressed that rhe VotRsgememsc t1 s ogan was 

rion in rhe Nazi ~ltwcm;~~f rh~\ocial hierarchies and no~ms that existed before 
'a call co sweep astde relt . I . :I ociet)' and a call ro butld a modern, mobile 

f ·ndustrta ctvt s • ' . . , , 
the emergt'nce 0 1 

• h • .It Unless National Soctaltsm s dynamic power 
. 1 . ,., cicry tor r e masses · , . h 

nJuona Cl\ 
1 50 k . ns'tderarion Broszat noted, nett er the regime's . · ry is ra en tnro co ' • 

ro monvare socte or the extraordinarily ambitious energy it mobi-
h as a mass movement n . . . 

c aracter • 
1 1 d srood' .1: Hans-Ulrich Wehler, tn hts soc1al history 

['zed can be compere y un er . rft . d . 1 
.1 h 'zed that rbe Volksgemeinschn was assoc1ate With the of Germany, a~so emp ast ' . . . b d 

eal f d · • d a mobilization push, prectpttattng a roa er transfor-'app 0 mo erntry an . . . . . . . 
marional dynamic. This was decisive 111 legmn11ZIIlg the regtme, espectally for the 

• J.j 
younger generatton. 

Frank Bajohr's recent research on armaments produ~tion suggests that this 
economic upswing beneficed certain industries and reg10ns more than others. 
The armaments boom, in particular, produced many inequalities and disparities. 
Beyond rhe Ruhr, one of rhe biggest regional winners was central Germany, where 
new indumial centres were growing. In cities such as Magdeburg, Halle, Dessau, 
Halberstadt, and Birrerfeld the number of industrial workers doubled within a few 
years. Furthermore, the ciry of Rosrock, with irs shipyards and Heinkel aircraft 
factory, saw irs population increase by one-third in just six years, from 90,000 in 
.1933 ro 12.0,000 in 1939. Overall, rhe biggest boom took place in che aircraft 
mdusrry, wtrh an unprecedented increase in the workforce involved, rising from 
fewer than 4,000 workers in January 1933 ro some 325,000 in 1939. The aircraft 
~ndusr~ attracted workers with its wage premiums, modern production faciliries, 
tmp~~slve performance statistics, newly built housing, and elevated social prestige 
as a htgh-rech secror.ln 1935 a So· I D · · · . . • Cia emocrauc umon steward accused aucraft 
workers ofbemg excesstvely self-centred because they h d . c l' . I · . . . a no a ppeu te 10 r po ltlca 
acnon, meanmg unton organtzation. As described b . . 
nandy younger worke 5 · h h . . Y Frank BaJohr, these predom1· 

r, Wit t ctr strong mdivid I' d .. 
longer receptive to the message of h d' . ua ISm an ambltlons, were no 

r e era 'tto nal wo k , . d b opened themselves wholehcanedl h rr r ers movement; mstea , t ey 
h ' Y to t e cnorrs theN · . . t em.34 azt regtme made ro mtegrate 

z9 Broszar, 'Soziale Motivation' 393 )0 M · B ' ' arun rosuu, 'Zur Srrukrur dcr NS M 
0983), 52-76, ar 66. · assenhcwcgung' Vier~(' 

11 Broszat 'Zur Srrukrur d :'-JS-M ' l)ahnhifte for Zdtgeschicbu, 31/1 
rhe Yolks · chaft er · as">Cnht'Wcgung'· . 
(2004), 2 ~~~~~ : Constructing a Pt~>plc's Cum:U~~i~o ,Davtd(Welch, 'Nazi Propaganda and 

n B . . .,.,our~~a o~'Co ,_ H.' 391' rosur, Soztalc Motivation' 397 ~ n~utporary ISWry, ~ 
'' H UJ .ch • • .. aru- n 'l('ebler. Drutrdle Gesdlsrhar.... 

G':!,"dung tkrbeide? drutschm St,Mun 191,i!7~7h"htt .. iv: Vom B 
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d' -~~~~aJohr, Dynamik and Disparitk 1/ \M~ntch, 2003)~1 6::S En~ ~lrkrieges bis ~r 
•e o "'6~mcinschaft"', in Bajohr and Wildt (:.!, )'a~onalsozialist~ R ~ 

' • olksgemn1Uchaft,e78-~gsmobilisierung und 

l ur collec tronc; can be cop1ed, 
ht leerslat.Jan 

A1irhal'l \'(li/dr 'il 

' Jhe regi me'~; dlom to pay symbolic tribute to the workforce ~lwuld not be 
undercstirn:ncd, opecially in a .society in '"iuch they had traditilllullv been ,,een 
as inferior 10 the rmddle dass, not to mention the aristocracy. As early ;s t--Lly n.ly 
!9.i3. the 'honour of work' '":~ frequemly mentioned. In the foll(lwing month~ 
rhcr<.' were nu111erous facwry VISits by Robert l..e)·. the leader of rhe Cerm.m l .1bour 
rronr. the National Socialist corporatist successor to the independent rrJde unions. 
During the.se visit~. he always made a point of ~haking hands with employees ,11 

the workbench. 1~ "lhc term 'deursch( QualiUttsarbrir' (high-quality work from 
Germany), promoted by entrepreneurs and trade unions from the end of the 
nineteenth century, was srill on the agenda during the Narional SocialiM regime, 
instilling an element of pride in worhr~ for thcir skill and comp.:teme. Mmc:over. 
German workers, who made up rhe majority of the German army, wuld !;O on to 
regard their murderous wartime duties as 'Qualit.arsarbeit'. A If l Gdt kt· ttuote~ a b. 
ter wricrcn by Herbert Habermalz, a sergeant who had previously been employed 
as a clerk. After a flight from Cracow to Warsaw in June ) 943. he wrot~· to hh col· 
leagues: 'We flew several circles above the ciry. And with great satisfawon Wl' tould 
recognize the complete extermination of the Jewish Ghetto. There our folk- did a 
really fantastic job. There is no house which has nor been totally destroyed. "Ibis 
we saw the day before yesterday. And yesterday we took off to Odessa. We recrivcd 
special food, extra cookies. additional milk and butter, and. abo' e all, a very big 
bar of birrersweer chocolate. ':16 

Volksgemeinscha.ft did nor mean socialist equality, as Goa. Aly claims,'' hut 
deliberate inequality. Although Narional Socialist propaganda emphasized the 
elimination of class barriers and che unity of the \'o/k, in realiry its version of 
Volksgemeinscha.ft was structured according to new inequalities, in which the inclu­
siveness of the Volksgmossen was accompanied by masshe processc-$ of exclusion. 
In the early 1980s, Derlev Peukerc was already underlining this dualism between 
Volksgenossen and Gemein.scha.fisfrnnde.3s Norbert Frei has since highlighted the 
testimonies of contemporaries who, despite the continuing pre,alence of material 
and social disparities, nonetheless experienced a 'perceived equality', which wa.s Jll 

important factor in building loyalry.-'9 

However, even Volksgmossen were not citi1ens with guaraml.'cd civil rights; 
the system was not concerned with the legJ! equ.11iry of individuals. Instead, the 

.ls Alfl.f1dlkc. '111c "Honor ofl abor": Indusmal \'\"orkc:r' and the Power of S)'lnllob under Nauonal 
Socialism', in David F. Crew (ed.). t\'.JZlSm .111J GmnAn Sodny. 1933-1945 (New York, I<J<J4), 67-
109, at 69-71. 

.l6 Alf Ludtke ''!he Appeal of F_.,_'terminatin!; "Others": German \\:'orkcrs and the limit' uf 
Rc.sistancc', in Chrbtian tci12 (ed.), 7b~ 1bird Rnrh: &smtuzl Rff!!ings (Oxt~rd, .' 'J'J9), 1 S 1,-78, ~~ 
175; sec ,\J,o Alf l.udtkc. ·r,'Ople \\"orking: Ew:·d.tr life and t.erman 1-ascJSm, Hrsrory Worlalwp 
}ouma/, SO (2000), 77-92. 

J' Gou Alv. Hi tin-'s &1~fi,·um.N: Pluntla. &ri41 U"ar. antl thr NarJ Wfljim Statt (New York, 2007). 
38 Dc:rk ... · j, K. Peukcrt, Jnsitlf 1\iz:i Gmnanr: CDnformuy. OppotitUJnillul Rari!m In Ewryday Lifo 

(london, 1998). · . . 
39 Nurhcrt frci, '"\'olk.'Scmeinschaft~: Erfahrungsg~ichte und. lcbcnSWU'klichkcit .der 

Hidcr-Zdt', in Norlx·n Fret, 1945 untl u•ir: Das Drift( &kiJ im lkwuj{tsnn tkr !Kutst"hm (Mumch. 
lOOS), I 07 lR; sec also Petc:r Fritzsche, GmnarJJ into Nazis (Cambridge. 1998). 
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- focused me l~ iuclf. particularly in the biological or o'Ballic 
l'olhgrm._,;rurb.rfi ·vr ~Cl.lhkirptr). The regime's cemral slogan was: ·y

011 sense of~~ roll~. h'ng'. The Volhgnnrinsrhafi was nor about egalir.:a,.;~ h. "- \'OUf rtiM" IS C\ouyt I bo . J' fc h ~ ... 
no: ID~' ur about l'2cial mobilization; nor a ur SOCia ISm or t e nation, but 
sarur:~~~n:ed rmance towards the development of the ~erm~n Vo/ksJrii'Ptr.• 
abou. rn:re ~. -.rth considering Michel Foucault s thes1s that after.&._ In rhts conreu. It IS wv f fc ~ 

fth . h th crnn•rv Euro""' saw the emergence o a new orm of __ end o e eH: !Cell ·-; r- kill b -...::r· 
th• no Jonot"l' derived from the power to , ut from the,_ eign power lt was ·-o- . ....,... 

r~l of life processes through technologies of power, such. as b1rrh COntrol, fertility 
h\-Mene and disease prevention. Foucault calls th1s new style of soven!io. rarc-;, .,. ' . . . --,.. 

power 'biopolitics'. 'One might say ~t the ~nc1enr ng~t to tah l1f~4~r kt live was 
repbced by a po'ftf to fosm' life or disaUow It to the pomt of death. 

There is no doubt that this concept was a central component of National 
Socialist propaganda. At the same time, it cannot be denied that for large ~ 
rions of the German public, the VolltsgnMnschafi really did represent a worthwhile 
soci.ll aspiration, although different groups may have applied very different mean­
ings ro rhe term. In wbateva" way it was understood, it offered a possible point of 
conracr or of sympatbctic alignment with the Nazi regime, and this is a signi6caar 
aspect for analysing tbe nature of authority and society under National Socialism. 
According ro ~orbat FRi. 'the question of the Volltsgmt~inschllft lies at the han 
of the problem'.42 

III 
E,·eryday life saw the drawing ofbonJas baww th . 
did nor belong 10 the ~ fi. Bt. ~ 1 ore who did and rhose who 
of a boy who, as a 'Jewish w~ ~ teJls the illuminating SfOr( 
in rhe pre-war }1!11'5. But when they ch-~ IIOt .~ excluded by his classma~~r 
by conducting a blood-brother ritual like the 10 IIDI- the novels of Karl 
Old Sharrerhand, the act of edusion COok ..1--~ perfOrmed by W'mnerou 
":as mixed, his &ieods - a bae be I'~ As skins ~re nicked and bloc 
\'lew, he recounted: "~ben they told-~t crow. later, in a 1993 
ro me and were a bit ashamed, bu they IIOt ~ •They exp•lairted'; 
much,'•l This anecdote BUppona ~ ;u~ 10 it. 'Ibey bad already learned 
Voiksgnn~inscha(t aurfd (N.Oife '!sprda Ker..,: ... -;: Q»nh&don that the concept of 
the ways m wh1c& nw~; .... _,..,4? ... h ··~·-• ..,~__, __ 

f -..._,_.... _ ___,...... ~ ro Gil~ 
rory o escalating pc:t:R«u•ioo ~ fte•a•~ to a 

Purring u evC"n more nphddy dun Kt~~ 1 Yr'aDI to, Fl­
border between mclus1on and exdusion wu not a gnea faa. Sn ::11 ..__. 
simply aisr: they had t_o be acti\ely drr4n After cominc to pm 

2 1
, ....... 

Socialists rook the cultl\-auon of the \lolhzrmnnsrhttfr • dtar pr' - ........ 
10 be pursued even out in the provinces, vtllaga.. and •• ,U • F 

meanr drawing a racisr border through local popu1aooa., 
0 

•p' • 
etv's existing legal system, and implementing the P"'~I'<M• "F 'lila 
fi~t step ro" -ards the uhimate 'remO\-al of the .}cwl' a1

111 
d ,. 

policies were first and foremost policies directed againsc dae.Jews• 
bourhood, along with Roma, Simi, other Gnnnnsrh..foJN ... 
{members of foreign races). 

The boycott of Jewish businesses on I April 1933 Wll ~paiiiiJjh 
day in the big cities, which had police and foreign obr:en 1 •-

however, out in the provinces, small towns, and villafp. tire blr!.­
a political arena in which the local chapters of~ SS ... llle 
influence the social, cultural, and political patterns of d.eCIDI•• 
allowed experimentation with various fOrms of activism, r ± • 
posters and banners, standing guard ourside Jewish sba,.. 
ers not to enrer such businesses, and even using insults..t1lial 

In addition to these aggressive boycotts, the summ:er el 
paigns to denounce marriage or sexual relations with jc:w'rl 
ment' (Rilssmscharuk). This was several months before -~-~ 
Laws was issued in September. Accusations~ made·--~ 
constant attacks in newspapers., flyers, and de:tnoJilStl:-8•t.• 
defilers' were forced to march through the Strcc[S. !be••• 
busy streers in broad daylight. Looking at the pbolbl 
notices the crowds, including women, children, and tall 

side the victims, laughing, teasing. insulting. and spiaiill 
pleasure, over and above collusion and participation 
sion against 'racial honour', is unmisrakeable. Wath tbtl~ 
Rllssmscharuk, rhe National Socialists had found aooc 
which they could effectively draw a border around 

Everybody could join in and take pan. without 
responsibility or leadership. Even the most cowudJy 
erwise exercise violence, without fear of nvliedoa 
of the community of perpeuarora eaaaRd m. wiole 
multiplied and minimRed lll'f perp C IIIN'k ilr 
fering injuries ro hia own ~ 1hil call • 11:1 
was not only a bnual war o£ ... w 
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. ·h , ~1 • 1 1 Mt~tltrn Prnprrtit't' 
\'olk,~elllt'l ll'l ·I'· 

'i4 
• N . 111.,and 1 1ud orherwisc onlv r.1lked abour lh' 

·lraifr rh.u .Ill pro . r- • I . h . ld I . IS ""~ Vo/k_;gnntlfl>• fi J . ··If 101 throuoh l:ms, w liC cou lave strict 1. . 
. . chat Jc nc usc I co . f I h . Ill I~ 

a commumt) .. h·lr on I)· crc:;ued 1rsd t u oug acr1on. lhe Naz.i r . 
h · · -onHnUIIIf) r · I'L egunt 

rat cr. It was·'~ . I . llllowing irs fellow ~0 ~:sgmossen to parricipare t. 
communalized the ,k.1° Clllt'h. 10.,·1,...,1 barriers and shifted rhe rules of the sy ... 'err 

f · 1 - hro · e psvc o I:' .... ·•elll, 
Jll 

0 1~0 rnn• _. I · f.- bidden could now be done wirhout fear of legal pe a! 
s· ce thlll"" pre\ IOUS ' or . h h d b n . 
•
10 

• I:'' • • h'ch new options for acnon t at a never een conce·, ties; n was a sYstem tn w 1 . . . "· 
be • · , b canle available. l11e v10lenr campa1gns agamsr the Jews did n 

1ble tore now e . f . I Ot 
~n themselves create rhe \'olksgemeimchafi, bur the exerCISe o VIO ~nee anticipated 
. 1. r'on e,·en if rhis was limited in time and space. The prawce of exclusion 
Its rea 12.1 1 , d · · 
a~' violence gave self-empowerment concrete for~, an even r:nade tt physically 
tangible, by suspending the old order and allowmg rhe establtshmem of a new 
political order of racist inequaliry. . , . . . 

The abrogation of rhe Weimar Republics consmut1onal status guo m 1933 
offered numerous elites che 'enabling space' they had long desired. The Law for 
the Prevenrion of Generically Defective Offspring, enacted in July of that year, 
finally permitted doctors to 'heal' the German Volkskdrper. For rhe first time in 
Germany, me sterilization of patients against their will was authorized. Newly con­
vened 'genetic health courts', each consisting of a judge and two doctors, examined 
some 224,000 cases in the first three years alone, and ordered sterilization in some 
199.000 cases (around 90 per cent of those examined). Police officers, finally freed 
from legislative and judicial limitations, believed rhey could now achieve a socierv 
wirh~m cr~minals, a~d ~erly accepted theories of criminal biology char defined 
ceruu~ soc tal groups_m rac1al terms as 'ami-social elements', j ustif)ring their intern· 
menr m concenrrauon camps and ultimately, their t· · · Local 1c ffi 1 I fi d • • e tmmauon. we rare 0th cers no ~nger c assi e their clients according to neediness but instead rated 

em accordmg to emplo}·abilitv h · h ' 
H . . • • on t e prem1se r at those who can nor work, need 

nor ear. ere, roo, racist cmeria were soon d d. rr 
ful' ro the Volksgerneiiisch rfi d h , 

1
. use to lneremiare between those 'use-

a • an t ose a 1en' t · \Y/' h h 
whose first paragraph bluntly d h · 0 n. It t e new tax law of 1934, 
S state t at rax regular' c al ocialisr principles even tax coli IOns must conrorm to Nation 
h ld ' ectors were freed f h I h II .. s ou receive equal treatment bee h I rom t e ru e t at a cmzens 
d rore r e aw· they ld d an unequal treatment imposing add' . I · cou now ispense arbitrary 

Volksgemeinschaft also slgnified ind"lv"diUol~'a dtax burdens, especially on Jews. Thus 
'bl · c 1 ua 1ze self.e possl ~ ltles wr action amongst the favoured - mpowerment, opening up new 

h A~ mrellecmally productive analysis of ch 

fi
r ere ore, ro examine its practical applicacione codncehpt of Volksgemeinschaft needs, 
"flJt accomnli The · h' • an s ould · 1 

. r · Important r mg is to inv . not s1mp y accept it as a 
acrtve construction, in shorr, the process o7ugace the practices associated with its 
an a~pr~ach, .. to borro~ a phrase from Alf l~~~munalization. The focus of such 
~ e ~ve appropnared", while simulcaneot ~·would be 'the forms in which 

d w~r d, and thus its conditional fram uks y transforming "th . " ld' 
an acnvely con d ewor was . ' etr wor . 
ting, offering dl"vset:ucre ·. lr t~ereforc provided ~n amsb•~ultaneously predefined 

•• e opuons ror · d · · d •guo us 
reminds us: 'Indiv'd 1 d 111 1

"
1 ual and collec . .' multilayered set-

1 ua san groups do "9J;.co,nstrun ttve actton. For L"d ke .... the fi ,as u t 
pro le of the modes in 

,-om Copyl 
IO c,m be cop1ed, 

~~-~~l..At111 .ru·~Aoo~~---., .. ,, 

whid1 they perceive and act in some spht>rc rmwved anti bryant! that of social rda· 
tions - no, ~uch a profile as generated in and rhrou!h dut \ery voc:b.04 People do 
not simply conform to the co~ and reprcsc:mauom of manmg and I'C'3.1 ity the} 
are ~ivcn, hut instead uuli1.e imago, v.ords, and pnc.uces to oric:nt rhcmsdves; 
rhcy \'aty 1 hem, and when rubbmg against the rough ~es of real life. rht') change 
them ll\ wl'll as the ~urrounding social conditions. In this analytical fr.~mework, rhc 
\'olk.Ht,tml'iiiJ('hafi h not to be analysed u a rigid soilil construct, but a$ the: making 
of co'mmuniry, focusi ng unsocial practice inl>tcad of a wcieul sutu!> quo. 

In this ;walysis, supposed dependents turn into aa11e prougomsu., becoming 
both subject and objett experiencing powc:rlessncs~ and subjugation to author· 
iry figures, p()litical ~ea~c~s, a1~d economic !orces, and yet a.lw modifying thesr_ 
experiences rhrough md1vtdual11.c::d, contrasung. and (\'c:Jl oontradtetory mode., ul 
approprinrlon, which can also result in non-conforming behaviours. furthermore, 
experiences of pleasure: p~rriciparion , an_d prosperiry_can certainly be i~tcrrwin1cd with repression, exploitation, and dommance. Dunng the Second \Xorld \Xar, 
members of rhe German VolksgwJtinschafi could acquire da~e bbourers f10m the 
occupied cerrirories fo~ farm or facrory _work, and the:ebr cx_pe~iencc a f~ling 
of power and superionry. Ar rhe same ume, they remamed ' 'nhm the N.auorul 
Socialist terror system, where any lapse in conformity could lod to thetr own per· 
secution. This sirnulraneiry of acquiescence and dissociation ts oonstandy empha-
sized by Alf Ludrke. . . . 

Ian Kershaw, therefore, misses rhe mark v.ith his centnl cnuque. mamt.unmg 
rhat rhe Volksgmuinschafi concept presumes one single ick:"tif) to be 'complet~y 
predominanr' .48 He is in danger of overlooking, or C\·cn tgn~nng. the cracks _m 
consensus. The analysis of the Volksgrmeinscbafi as a dy:runuc ~roccss of act."-e 
social practice is concerned precisely with rhis dh·ersif)' of beha\1ou':l stmegtes, 
with joining in and turning away, willingness a_nd relu~2nc-e, ~nthus~m and ~he 
abiliry co adapt, distancing the self and 'wor~ng agamst t~e Fuhrrr · The P?'~t 
is ro deconstruct che Volksgemrinschafi concepts wry suggesuon ofhomogenetry. 

IV 

Th 1/./'t. · t "rfi was nor based on inclusion alone, de~pitc: romantici·tcd c vo ~sgememsw.. • • , .. . 
memories which recall the communal spirit produced under Nanonal ~octahsm 
as a 'good thing'. This kind of emphasis .isol~res t~l! experience o:b~lo:lglng fru_m 
irs dark side, the persecution and exrermmauon of Jews, Roma. Smo, Iol~s, Sovdtet 

II d h • II· d' bled the chronicallv 11l, an ;1 prisoners of war, the menta y an p ys1ca Y 1s.1 • . • ' 
. h . · . ·-ably mrerrwmed-commu· host of ochers. In reallrv. bor •tspecrs "ere mextnl. • . 
· · · · ~1 ·on with genoCidal exclus10n. nalizarion with ostracism and exrermmauon. m'- us1 

f E -da • Llfe and Who arr iiS l'ractitionen', 47 Alf l.iidtk 'Introduction: What i< the HL•torr ,, '~ ~ . w Expmmm and Ways ofl.Jft 
in Alf l.iidtke (cd.), 7ht History of Eaonyt/Ay Lift: ~11.ftnU'trng utom 
(Princeton, 1 'J9S), 3-40, at 7 {itali~ in original). 

;a K~nhaw, in this volume. Jl. 38. 
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. f h \'-o/k·annrimrJ,afi must always incorporate the ga r s n anah·s•s o t e '.~ f h r . h , r. ze o 
• 

0 
.t . ' d h n• uded the uaze o r e utmrmsr a1 t1fremde11 at h 

h . raCIZc ar r ose I ~ ' t> • I r e 
r ose o)r rft Th' . ·h Saul Friedlander (in pamcu ar) called for an •· 
Gmzfimrha . IS IS " ' d lOre. 

. . h: of rhe Holocaust, one rhar oes not assume rhe posit" grared h1sronogrJp ) h . f •on 
of rhe omniscient narraror, bur instead makes r e VOICes o many protagonists 

audible. 

From rh~ \'ery beginning. all efforts made by jcw1sh i~dividuals a~d groups ro disrupt 
rhc plam of me i\arional SocialistS, no rna ncr how :~h.gh~ they m1ghr have been, rep­
rl."'enred an obstacle on the road cowards urrrr anmh1lauon: regardless of whether it 
meanr bribing officials, police officers, or informers, paying families to hide children 
or adults. escaping ro the forestS or mountains, retreating inro small villages or major 
dries, changing religion, joining resistance groups. stc;tling food, or anything else that 
mighr have led to survival. This micro-level was rhc location of fundamental and 
ongoing inrcracrions berween Jews and rhr authorities who were working towards 
achieving me 'Final Solurion'. It is on mJs micro-level that )t:wish fL"aCtions and initia­
tives must be researched, and rhereby inrcgratloO inro a comprehensive historiography. 
On this micro-level. evenrslargcly re,·olvc around the stories of individuals. 49 ' 

~y including ~ese borders. definitions, and actions in our analysis of ques­
uons of ~longmg and o_srracism, we can casr a more searching light on the 
Volksgmzfmschafi, and avotd succumbing to irs claims of unshakeable and unam­
biguo~ ho~ogeneiry. When talking about Volksgemrinschafi, one must also talk 
a~ut ;nd.uston and exclusion, as well as about social mobilization, participation 
abon se ~crlton; about.ow~ing a share and empowering the self, bur ulcimarely, roo' 
a ut \10 ence, eradicanon, and murder , 

Birthe Kundrus and Gerhard Wolfh .. 
that occurred in occupied p I d h a\~ researched the administrative disputes 

o an ' w ere It was ne d 'd h be classified as German and who p 1. h . cessary to ect e w o could 
as 0 IS ' thIS Jed · · authorities, SS officials and th . d" "dual' to negotiations between public 

> e 10 IV! S b · h 
COntention that nor all perpetrators f h ~ Jeers t em selves. so Here, Kershaw's 
Volksgemeinschaft concept is therec 

0 
t e olocaust were German, and char the 

E J rore not useful fl I . uropean ews,51 brings up an ·1mp or ana ystng the genocide of 
rl . . orranr point b "II . correc Y mamrams that rhe Volks~ . 1 ur StJ m1sses the mark. Kershaw 

the s · fi 6 ememsc"afi should b · 
. pect c COntext of National Socialist s . e cons1dered primarily in 
tnhto.dthe annexed territories of western Polc•edry, even when this was extended 
r e 1 ea of Get · h ,/+ o an and 
( neznsc tl;• as a vision of soci . eastern France. However, 
n G.oe;ellscallhaft) was not a specifically German cproyl·l~calopposition to the acrual society 

non over Europ · h fi ltJ const b 
e tn t e rst half of h . ruct, Ut was a common 

t e twennerh 
century-in Italy and 

<'l Saul Friedlander, D~n Hoi.J b 
(Gtiningen, 2007), 14; see also N ~ausr Nrh~ibnr: Auf tim, 
~m til~ Margim (BJ . eil Gregor, Nils R0c Wtg zu ritr • • 

50 Gerhard W. If. ~rrungton, Ind., 2006). rner, :znd Mark ROSe n 1111~tm Gtschichre 
in Po/n, (Hamb~r~ ;~~~~: Hmrrhaforariona/iflit-. . •nan (eds), Gmnan History 
und Exklusionen im w~ I e Kundrus, 'Regime der r;;,ollilfsozzaJistist"~ G .. 
(eds), Vo/Jugnnritrsrh4jt, 105 ~3u und un Gencralgouverne1 e~ Volfuturn.-..~"tsrnungJpolitik 

'
1 

Kershaw, in rhi '1 - · lllent 1939-1944"7r:" •tischc lnklusionen 
s vo umr, p. 41-2. ' 10 Bajohr and Wildt 

t 
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Sp,1in as much ~s in f'o!and, Li~uani~, and 5oaal Democratic SwedenY \X'e Still 
need compar.mve swdtes that tn\csllgate the commonalities and differences in 
how che)C' Grmriuu hafl concepts were politically realiud in Europe, and how the 
,'lrying degre-es of violent radicaliuuion can be explamed-a radializacion th:u in 
Germany led to >ystcrnatic gc:nocide. 

Wirhour the acceptance, complicity, and assisunce of the resident populations, 
including both elites and 'ordinary' people:. the German occupring forces would 
nor have been able to achieve the gheuoizarion and deportation of the IOCJI jewish 
minorities. Beyond terror, murder, and ruthless acrs of plunder, be)·ond expulsion, 
deportation, and forced labour, there were also opportunities for panicipauon and 
collaboration. And the local populations developed their own strategies for dealing 
with rhe occupying regime, finding ways ro survive, even co get ahe.td and pros­
per, within the repressive framework. Finally, there were also home-t;rown political 
efforts co create 'Jew-free' , ethnically homogenou5 \lolksgrmrinsrhafim.H 

[n his insightful analysis, Richard Evans describes rhe llet\\"Ork of Naz.i Party 
functionaries within the Third Reich. The terror apparatus of the Nazi regime 
reached into even the smallest niches of everyday life and the working v.orld. The 
Nazi Party included some 200,000 leading officials known as Polinsrhr Wtf'T and 
some 2 million Blockwartt (Parry Wardens), all charged v.ith supe.nising the gen­
eral population; workplaces were similarly monirored by officiJ.ls of the Gemun 
Labour Front, foremen, and other represenrativcs.S4 1hat the regime had such an 
immense pool of functionaries, assistants, and helpers renea:s a high degrtt of par­
ticipation. In addition ro rhe 5.3 million card-carrying members of the National 
Socialist Party in lace 1939, there were 22 million in the German labour Front, 
14 million in the National Socialist People's Welfare Organization (NSV), around 
9 million young people m the Hider Youth and League of German Girls, and 
1.4 million women in the National Socialist Women's League. Armin Nolzen esti­
mates that by the time war broke our, around rwo-thirds of the German popula­
tion were members of eirher a National Socialist Parry organization or one that 
was controlled by rhe Nazi Parry. Ninety per cem of the functionaries worked on 
a voluntary basis. ss It would be difficult to interpret this huge number of support· 
ers as simply part of a govern me neal terror network for the repre:~~ion of soc~ety. 
It seems more plausible to consider rhis multiplicity of posts, pos1nons, and ~me­
cures as a system enabling people ro take pa.rc in a regime which, oonwr~ly. _could 
count on the assistance and participation of so many of mem to mamtam the 
established political order. Several years ago Robert Gellately pointed out that the 

n See Thomas Erzcmiillcr (cd.), Dit Ordnung tkr MD~kmr: 5«141 &zpn«nng ;~ 10· f.t7~ 
(Bielefeld, 2009); Norbcn Gotz, Unglrir~ Garhuwa: Dit .Kmrs.-n.hion wn Mnona/Jo:ut UfiS(, 'HT 

Volltsgm~msciJilft und srhu<tdischmz \'olltshrim (BaJen-fudcn, 200!). (Ot I Hill 200S)· 
53 Wcndr Lower, Nazi Empi~Bui/ding and tht HoWrJIJlSt ~ &IN Ukrazr;t nd tJ:ra· j

941
._# 

:.1anin De-.m, Collaboration itr t~ Hol«aUiJ: Crimtr ofLtxJll P,/ir~ 111 ~~ 11 (Lo ':it', 
2
oos) 

(Basingstokt', 2001); Mark Marowt'r, Hitkr's Empi": Nm Ruinn Omtp NrrJpt n on, · 
H Ri h -• E 71. 71. •_J n_, ·' · n 19•2> ·39(London 2005), 108-9. c aru vans, Jt mu nnmlll•"oU'ff. -'~ . ' . . 1 NSDAP' · Bajohr and 
~, Armin Nob-en 'lnklusion und F.xklusion im Dnrren Reich: Das lktSpte • 10 

\X'ildr {~'tis), Vollrsg;.,rinst'hAft. 60-77. 
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. all-powerful. all-encom passrng terror organi~· . • . br no means .tn • . h d . . .... rro0 l.esrapo "as . . ft eJ irs eftorrs marnly on c c cnuncrauon of wayw · 
Instead, he suggests. n ocm ard 

\'olksgmossm.S~o . .. 1 ·"shows that 'the political' does not emerge solely fr 
'Th tt'rm \·'o/kigt'tllfl'lJ' !lip t h 'al h om 

e • h . b t also develops wittJin t e soc1 sp ere and emana he sphere ot r e stl(e, u • d . h . c res 1 ·k I that political systems can enve t err roundations fro 
t....m lt. It ma es c ear . d . . . d h Ill 

1"'. h as social expenences an expeccatrons, an t at schola 
1 sacral phenomena sue . f I' . h ld c r f 

' h. h orlstirution and transformation o po mcs s ou rocus not onJ.y reseJrc IntO r e c . I d 
on the contexT of stare power, but also on t~e SOCia or er. . 

Our new treatment of rhe Vo!ksgmmnschaft c~nce~t accordmgly entails 
·sremological shift in perspective in the htstonography of National 

an epr . f' h l' . I, d . Socialism. Jr moves it cowards a cultural h1story o t e po 1trca enved from 
a social history of National Socialism that is itself new. It no longer contrasts 
socierv and state in the manner of Hegel, but interprets the political order (and 
stare framework) as what Pierre Bourdieu calls a 'structuring structure', which 
is nor simply predefined by institutions or by a constitution, but is created 
and altered as a power matrix under continual renegotiation. In their research 
on rhe Volksgemeiwchafi during rhe aerial macks of the Second World War, 
Dietmar SiiB and \1alre ThietSen, among ochers. have presented new insights 
into rhe diverse faulrlines within a German society that was nor at all homog· 
enou~ and yer wa~ consrandy re;ex~re.ssing irs desire for homogeneity; bm 
quesnons concernmg the peoples w1lhngness to endure and the erosion of 
loyalt_r towards the Nazi regime ha\e nor yet been adequately setdedY 
. Thr~ by no means negates the numerous and worthwhile works of the func-

uonahst school which are based on Weber's model f . I b . 
d th o a ranona , ureaucratrc 

state an us see the Nazi reaimc: in terms of desc . d h 0 th 
. o rucrton an c aos. n e contrary, Without rhe works of ~lanin Bros'~t a d H M h 

· f h cr.lk . ""' n ans ommsen t e ques· uon o t e vo sgmwncchafi could not b I ' 
enquiry now e.xrends b. d h fu . e ana ysed today. Nonetheless, rhe 

eyon t e ncttonali t · d h fi · no longer on rhe state as th h f h s perspective, an r e ocus ts 
order of broader society· the sph ere 0 t e political, but rather on the political 

· e uman prot · 
The concepts of social experience d ago~rsts are placed at centre stage. 
institutions, structures and ad . a~ ex.pectatlon concern themselves less with 
h d' • mrntstrauve process d 
t e me ta, and collectivizing experie . es, an more with emotions, 
als, and performative actions Th' nces, With symbolic representations riru-
. f · 1s new pers . , 

trees o everyday life, and rhe cr•at· Pb:ctlve looks at the political prac-1' . l ~ ron sta I' . 
po trr.ca systems by the people themselv~s I rzauon, and transformation of 

Thrs means char rhe concept of Volk .. 
any fixed stat' 1· · !gtmrmscharfi d 

• rc rea tty, and it certainly do oes not represent or explain 
es nor reveal th . f 

e Internal self-image o 

Muhatl Wildt )') 

N:uion:tl Socialism. Rather, it invites us to underst2nd National Socialist society 
as something actively manuf.1cturcd: a 'work in progras'. ~'hile not disputing the 

ower of the strudural frarm:work, we can rhus analyse ongoing social practice 
~ith an ernphasi~ on the proragonim,looking ar their options for action and strat­
egies for appropriation. 
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Registering the Volksgerneinschafi 
Civil Srants in N.11i Germany 1933-9. 

.frllll' C'rrp!tm 

1 he German civil registrars haw hl·t·n l'llt ru,rnl sitll'l' I') .\J with l'Vl'r llt'w and 
l'l'l'r more signilica n t •• n J rl'spons i h lc t;ts ks. In 1 hl'i r h.lll ds li~s fi rs1 .mJ forl'· 
mosr the impk·rnenra1ion of (;l'rrll.\1\\ 's 1~1d.d kgisl.uion. It i.s in l.u·gl' mcas­
urt• to rlwir pruJt·ncc ;tnd diligt'll(<' dt.ll "'' ll\\'l' rhe i rnpknwntarion of rht• 
I ' I ' \.tl'rlll.lll Statt'S gt'lll'IIC lllt'.ISIII\'S 

Cil•il rl'gisrr;lrs in sm.11l rural Jistril.'ts ,11\', •• not in .1 position ro cbrif} descent 
from spl'c.:ilic rribl's (l'o/Jwrlimmr), if nrw \\Crt' to rhink of l~aving them to 
Jccidt• whcthl'r a person is of Ct•rm.m hlood or dst• pcrh.tps of gt·ncrically 
rebr .. .-J (,mz•mmndt) hlot1J.1 

Was a counrry civil registrar (Standrsbramtr) cap~tblt.· of distinguishing between 
'German' and 'genericallr·rdated' descent in 1943, so rhar he could make rhe 
a~propriare e~my for a berrorhcd couple in the register of marriages and fulfil the 
htgh. expecranons laid on his shoulders? Knowing the lt.·vel of training of irs local 
o~c~als even after almosr a decade of racial legislation, rhe 'rhuringian Interior 
~tnlstry vo~c:d its doubts on rhe maner, and went on ro observe rhar, in any c.tse, 
m war, all Ctvtl registrars •v'1ll tr)' ~s r · 'II · J J k' · 
h • " rar :ls poss1 ) c to avotct u nuerra lllg any preCISl' 

c ecks of racial dcscenr fo I· k f. · ' WI 1 l'k I 
h r ac o tllm·. ll't 1t'r tltt' happy couple was 1 ey 

to ave had any becrer not' f 1 l 1 J • • • b 
h . . lOll o t lese su )t c ttlstmcnons is lcfr unrcmarked, ut 

t c qucsrton 11lusrrares both t1 • . J J 1 · · · · · N · 
G le cxp.tntceo rca<: 1 of cwd st.ttus rcg1stranon tn all 

crmany and the •Jotemiall' · · a: · h' 
1 1 d' r ' units ro tts enccttVClll'Ss. It is also a reminder rhar t IS arge y 1sregarded appar r f . . r 
rh . · I . ' a us 0 state rl'gJstratton was one of tht· foundations ror 

e pr,tcttca unplemenration f · 1 . . . 1 • • • · I 
this essay 1 I . 0 rae Ia .ls \\e I .ts son.\ I sorrr ng m Naz1 Germany. n 

' wane ro oak d1rectl · · , . . . 
Y 111£0 Its st;Hus and role 111 rh1s pcrrod, to expos( 

• R 
• CS<.'J~~ f?r this c:ssay was funded h , I . . tht 
i'.rnrrum fiir i'.rnhistorisch F h > 1 IC HISiury 1--aculcy of chc Untvcnic)' o! Oxford. 
1\cdin: and rhc ~rhulm; T~:~ t~g~tF~S<lam; chc Max-Planck lnscitutc for the f liswry ofScic;td; 
gtillltudc. g 08 100/A, 20011. IO), whose suppun 1 acknowlt"dgc 

1 
Frant M·....L'l·r D· r:.,L 

z Th. . ..... ca ~ ' rt nm"'"l tin l'mo -
H unngtan .Interior Ministry 10 Rrich ~tJJIIds~~ ;, MIISt"btispitl~ (Berlin, 1940), ~.Atts 

auptstaaaarchiv {hereafter lhHStA) W, . ntcno~ Ml~lstry, 2lJ May 1943. Copy in 'rhiirin5'""'­
Cimar, lhur. Mmistcrium des lnncrn E. No. 1571, P· .o. 

}anr Caplan 

ur oil 
HI 

f I 1... 117 
I 11 ul.lures o C\cry< :l)' po llteiZJtion in a re:llm In h'ch 

ne .s fi d . ed " I st;ue .. 'l''•JI1t'/llfimthntmct :tn llltcrK"Ct to transact the ro • b . • Clt17en, and 
'''A.~ L.,. 'd . k uune USJnessof· d' 'd 

I 1(flc.i 11 liH'li. '" y ev1 enc:c 1s ta en from 1\l.o co m l\'1 ual 
:an• ' • I I r • I' -·• . ntrasung locauo • l' I' • 1 ·15 1 Hl't'•1ic:t c anc prme~stona IZQJ c1vil status adn . . ns. •er m, 
wu • • · o • 1 . . unastrat1on llltd 

1 
.• 

1 l'i,ihilin·; 0111d I tunng•a, .1 sutc .... hkh had .I chara • t;rcat po Itt· 
'·' f-_s,j011 ,1lilt'd n11.1l civil rcght ry offices (Srantksamtt'~cn~~cd network of non­
lllfll. ' (lUI "ith ·' highh· politki7.cd and interventiottt'"t r.~ slu d ohn a volumar)' 1.1'''· . • . > .... tc ~ en i 1 r 

.1111 finc our allt'lltlon 10 Her:lan and other large cities :alon P.'t. \\c were 

lto·ldll' dlicic:ncy with whith tht·y carried out their .,..
0
rk a de, \\ekmtr,a

1
•t ht' ~truck 

') I I . . • n u u o t lt' t'YidC't 
1· 1 mort' n11~11 .lll\1 to ~t·t• ww 1 1c snuauon could look 1-··. . . •cc 

u · . ._. lntpresst\e 111 pra • 
Civil swus (lh.ltliii'/J.\IIf!lll) ''one or the fund.amenul cont f I tttce, 

l I. I I pont'ntS o ! te rnod-
t'l'll ~r.nc. It ~1.1 11 11.c~ t 1t' tort• c.: Clllt'll!~ of individual idem in.• h . 

. . I . I , . .-I . . . . . b' I ·; t at arc n qu•trd .utd/or ccrnhct 111 1 1c U\ 1 1cg1sttr .H m 1: name, forename ·- ..L fb' 
1 I 'll . I' I . . ' -·· f.Ute o In l, 

fnrcn 1•1ot.>, .tnt , poss1) y. n.u•on.l Hy. 1 1s, 111 tht• words of 3 r:..__d ._ 
1
., 

' t'l • f • · ncn t "'"') er, a JUOd 
of 'corset contpo~t·d o denH:nr~ of t~e k-g.1l order, \\hid1 encases our biologic.tl 
t•xistl'lll't', so tlt·fin1ng the k·g.1l 111dmdual ~ubjcct on the basn of his corpoiQI 
m.m·rhtlin '.

1 
Awkward .1~ rhc i.lnguage is, this definuion captures tht' com b 

ch.1r.1cter of ~ivil st;Hm .ls.'t.sin.' of exc_hange between the law, the ll'l?l ~ubft'Ct, 
.md the phy~rcal ~>ody. Jurrdlt:al status .1s soldered to the bod} -it ts uuugumcd 
.u birth .1nd tcrnunart•s .u dc.tth-.llld It also expresses a rdauoruh~ ~'C't'n the 
individu;tl and dw st.HC .ts well .ls among indh·iduals.lht' ~('(ntion of cml mrus 
is borh .1 prt•rcquisirt• r.o d~c. ti.1nc~ioning of a .complex poll[), and a seni e pt'f· 

forrnl'd br tht• state fur tts ctmens. I he state clatms the right to know and police rts 
population, while thc g.1in for the individual is that the start' not onl\' \OU ftW'es 
him or lwr a provable legal .tnd public idt•nrity bur also gu;u-znt«t the S) t~m of 
proof irsdf' \X it hour tht• t:or!'ct of ciYil staru~. one has no leg.ll personhood: this 
ml'llli.tl f:Kt is rt·co~nizcd in tht: legal principle rhar ch·il status as such is immuta· 
bit• and, likt• the body irsdf: non ·alicnabk-. 

']his account of dv il srarus as lcg.tl subjecti\'i[)' emphasizes its fund.tmen~l 
juridical dimensions, bur it .tlso indic.ncs rhat ci\'il muu' is intinmd\ tit'd to the 
~ol'ial .llld biolo~icll rcbt ionships wrmined in nurria~. reproduction, and the 
f.unily, to tht• st.lte:~ st.lkt• in rht'St'. .1nd ro rhc indi,idual' subjecriw scnst' of St'lf 
Civil status rt•gistrarion is ;tlso one of rhe primt• tldds within which the \HIItl'll 
ousts tht• or.1l, substit utin~ tht• rablcrs of dnm:h or sr.ttt• for the more Auid demotic 
S~stl'!llS of kinship and ll.ttning. '(hcse COIWt'ntions (()('\lSI more OftC:Ilt~art they 
directly dash, but in tlw ~:i'il sr.trus regime. the ~1ate .111d hs documenrouon 1ak~ 

. .I lw clw ,t.llus .md uhjc:, rin·s of' I huringi,t a' Gau and untl undC"r the IGdash•p of hill ~auc.khl. 
;~: ,\f.trkus 1;1t·isrhh.tut•r, D('r NS G,zu 77mringtrr J9J9-J94'i: EintStntbt- rmJ Fun*nonJtarhr. It 

~~~~~nl·, 20 I 0). I .un ~;r.udi1l to lorg Filrhau1 of th<' "lhlbtA \'\;eutUr for thts reference . 

(1• . ( l.url' NciriiKk, 'I t's l'.lr.KICr<:~ .J,. l'ct.l! '" 11'. in Cbire :-\cmnc.k (c.J ),l'rw auf J,z( .': 10ni111Nsn tt:'11

1 dtls liJ08) 1 I· r j' I I • . f .. 1 • I F~ncc- S« >er• OIIIC , •·lh ' ~ • ' · ror llrt wr, croul~ ol cl~t.• ht,ton o Cl\ 1 ,.....utrauon 11 ·-· ' (' I d 
l' I 1 • • ., .. ., · •· • · J;mt ~p ;u1 an J h '.cnulic.uiun ufrhe Cttitt'll: Ih·llinh ofRcpuhliC'.tn Ci\·11 ~catus'" rrana:. 10 btMINimt 

,;,~)(;~~} (c..h), Df)('ullzrt/lmg lnJit.;drl41 !tlmnty: 7ht Dn'tklpmnrl ofSu~ ';:/:tl 1111 JN,.,,., 
(ll 1 nnC<'ton, 200 I), .!ReAl!: uho Jac'ludmc Pou~'On·ITm (rd.), l 'Uknntl ~':;/~~~~~~; 
~~ ~ • .!002). St-e aJ,o Kcich Brr,·kcnriJgc: and ~imon Szmtr (cds), &fistnlllllll 11 

, M""'1~g rbt l'mcm ;, U i.>r/d llmory (< h.lt>rd. 20 12). , 1 2}- ~ 
' ~ryhnr Hrugscman, 'It'S prindpt'lo dt' l'~tat cJviJ', in Nruinck !cd.).l'ltAirtVI. · 
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Jl8 h' h · m~ w fi:-." population at .1 frozen mom 
. ' " IC ,u . I . J • tnt 

__ J nee Unlike the cen,•c ' ... pcol11e succco;stvc y 111 t 1e Circuit of th . 
prnt'Oe ·. _ brradon captor,.\ ctr 
of rime-. cinl sr:~ru~ reg . . . _ 

I. . !Tom birth ro dearh. h h hisrorv of ctvll sratus and CIVIl regisuario 
.,e~ . I discuss er~ r e ., . ··] . . . n 

1r ts nor poss1b e ro ·. al _ .. ·m of compulsory ''' 1 reg•stranon was tntro-
h nanon· 5' ~tt d · · · h in Gernuny. w ere a . . least note irs mixe ongms 10 t e constitution 

8-- 6 bur one must :tt b']' . d uJ . duced in I r), h d and the sra 1 tz.anon an sec amarion of 
b. n rhc one an · f h . of the liberal su Jeer 0 c d: donal components o r e soc tal order on the 

. d f: ih law as rou n a . 'I d . c marnage an am . ·a1·. he svsrem of Cl\'1 status, esptte a sunace co mi-
d :-.l . tal Soc• tsm t ' 'd orher. Un er • anor d underwent a deliberate, rap1 , and far-reaching 

. . t' ms and proce ures, fl 'bl . c nuit}' 10 1tS or al' . making it into a ex1 e msrrurnent ror embed-
h d ommun tzauon, . h u f.'L lure rowar 5 c . h .1. tg concept of community, r e YO Ksgemeinschat. 
. di 'd Is 10 t e preva1 11 ~·· 

ding 10 ''1 ua f h after 1933 was the new racial and eugenic/health 
Th earesr vecror o c ange b · e gr_ . h 1 , onsored che new genealogy ureaucrac1es and indus-
] 'slauon whte nor on) sp h b 1 . t· eg• ed' . 11· g derail b)' Eric Ehrenreic • ur a so 1mp Jcated every 
cry explor '" compe lll . . f th :. . ffi · · erarions. Indeed, for a nme, represemanves o e new 
c1vil reg•my o ce '" trs op f · ·t · · 

• . I · 1 dover whether rhe entire svstem o CIVJ regtstranon should 
polmca reg1me cuss e .' .. 7 A1 h · 
be reconstirured as a system of kinship offices (Stppen~mter). t ough th~s never 

• IS. renee civil registration now took place tn a field crowded w1th new came tmo ex , . . . . 
sme and Nazi Party bureaucracies which were cha~ged Wit~ a~tstenng new 
eugenic and genealogical policies. AJI of them were tnvo_l~ed m ~he_ unmense ~k 
of purring imo practice, person by p_erson; the new p~lit~~ pnnc1ples power~ng 
the public reconsrirurion of the relanonshtp between tndtvJdual and communuy. 
The civil registry offices had ro work especially closely with local state health offices 
(Gtsundheitsiimra) and Nazi Parry health and welfare organizations in the eugenic 
regulation of marriage and in providing data for the support of families and cbil­
dren.3 But life events were no longer recorded primarily to regulate legaJ civil srarus 
or for the benefic of rheir subjects, but were co be occasions for celebrating and 
reinforcing che racial and communal identity of German Volksgenossen, and for 
inscribing me rejection and exclusion of everyone else. 

The work of the civil registry offices was not only heavily politicized after 1933 
bur al~o su~stamially expanded as their records acquired new and vital signifi· 
cance 10 nanonal policy, as racial status and fitness to marry and procreate shot to 

6 ~tz ii1m dit Brorkunduno dn P. · L ~ .J J· , • n·GBI J 8"'5 23); for details of th Ia , d. " monmsranan U11u att Ehrschlimrmg. 6 feb. 1875 ("' · ' 
tk Pmo11tnS14111ks :::;; lbrseltrgcnce, sec Paul Hinsch ius, Das Reichsgemz ub(T dit &urkundung 
EmestGiasson,l.tmaria: . . 1 nk~~ng vom 6 .. Ftbruar 1875 (Berlin, 1876), 1-20; and see also 
tk rEtnopr (Paris, IS8Q),r3;;~~ I kvorrt dAns I antiq11iti tt ddns I~ prrncipaks ligis/ations morkmrs 
li11m~ m fhraschltznd und Os;;.,;n Fuh_rmann, D~ Dislrussion ub(T d~ Einfohrung rkr fahlru· 
41-72. 1be ......,;.;Ans of-· 3 fthn<hmr Mitttdes 19. jahrhunrkrrs (Frankfurt am Main. 1998). and r·-· wov ....... ton o e PtrJO _J_ . 

10m.:_ Olba dauses regulating the f~tar~USgrut~ concerning the conditions for marn~· 
~ ~-Gtsnzhru:h). status 0 childrrn, were ~placed by §§ 1303ff of the !900 Ct'il 

~~· 1be NAZi Anctstra/ J>root: r_ · ~ See ~· 2007). ~- vmu/ogy, &rial Scimu, and th~ Final SoluM" 

<Wc:iabeim. Czarnow.la. Dtu lt.~ P. 
l9!11), 66-n and 142-53. 1lllr. & urrd Sn:rullpolitilt im NatioNZlsozi41ismUS 
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. ce 011 chc ideo o&ca , po mea , and leg:islathc a~ das lh .. 

prorn'",::re intirnardy ami inescapably iO\ohtd in the ::n n le~en e ~tvtl registry 
offices ic p(1licics from me early days of the Nazi rePi P 'thtauon of racial 

d eugcn • .1 -C"me, WI the p · · 
all BrrufibrumtmgtSrtr. m Apn 1933 only the first in a flood f I"'\1stons 
of rhe ired rhe :m csradon of • racial' descent (Abiiummungy ,h ~) regubtions 
tiJ3t reqpuos-- from education to emplovmem, from w .. lf:~~ ... nd~· .bW:U

1
. for numer-

. pur ..... . . . •. " ..... Jgt 1 Jtv t 'I' 
ous. 9 Ar some poinr tn che1r l1ves, and 111 fact repeated!~ virtuall • 0 mtnary 
serv•ce. national irv- all 60 mill ion of them in prt-1938 ,Ger y e-.alery person of 
German • k th . d , many one-had 

their ancestry bac to e1r gran parents birrh, others e\1 r. ._h to 
prove . f 1 . 1 . en nm tt bJck, m 

. nal proJeCt o genea og1ca reconsrrucnon that required prod' . 
a nauo . h d . '] . ro tgtous amounts 
f earch in rhe pans an CIVI regtsters. Much of chis work • b 

0 res ' . . . c ll h . . • rouune ut at the: 
time often qutte lntncate, re tor e ctvll reo-i<rrars v.-ho we... f h same . . f h 0""" • '"• o course, t em-

1 5 subj'ect ro the prOVISions o t e Berufibeamtmgtsnz and sub<:~"n Ia seve . h . . -,uem regu • 
rions (in some ca~es, 1t seems, ~o t ~1r own dtscomforr).ll Among the major legal 
enactments in ractal and eugemc p~!Jcy that brought new tasks to the chi! r ist 
offices before rhe war were the Re1chserb~ofgesetz (1933}, the BlutschutrttJ:;, an1 
Ehrgmmdheits~e~etz_ (1 ~ 35), the ~ew marnage_law of 1938, and changes in the lav.~ 
on divorce, legmm1zanon, adopnon, and choiCe or change of name. 

The implemenratio~ of these an_d o~er regulations required not only enenshe 
record search~ bur enmely_new regtsrratton pro~ures, aJongv.ith the need to keep 
up ro dare with the changmg regularory scenar1o. After some pro\'istoiU} amend­
ments, rhe civil registration law itself was re\·ised and reissued in No\ ember 1937. 
coming into force in July 19 38 to coincide with the imp!tmemanon of the neY> 

marriage law.12 Following the centralization of German administration and aboli­
tion of Liinder sovereignty from 1933-4, the new P~sonmsraruhgtsnz imposed um­
form rules on a system that was now placed adminisrrativelr under the supervision 
of the Reich Interior Ministry. It was adopted only after a period ofindecision about 
the relationship bet\veen NSDAP and state offices dedicated ro the development of 
racial and genealogical standards and procedures. These included the attempts made 
by rhe Reich Interior Ministry ro replace the civil registry office system with the 
renamed and reorganized system of kinship offices, mentioned abo,e, which was 
scorched only after Hider explicitly veroed this in Januarr 1937. 3 

9 Ehrenreich, Nazi Anmtral Proof 58, ciring Joseph Walk, counts 2,000 such rcgubuons. 1he 
Gllm zur V?irduhmul/ung des Bmtfib~amtrotums, i Apr. 1933 (RGRl 1933 I, l~'i) W.t.> rhc li_m 
10 reqture ~n Ab>rammungsnachw~is: see Jane Caplan, Gournmm: u-ithout Mmsnistrarzon: ll>t Cml 
S~~ut m Wtimm and Nazi Gmllilny (Oxford, 1988), 141-9. . 
Ki bAs well as Eh rcn reich, Nazi Antt5tral Proof. see also ~hnfred Gailus kd.), Kirrhlitht AmrshJft: Dr1 

1'; { und dir }udmvf1jblgung im 'Drittm &idl (Gottingen. 2008). 
.1. n 1935 'Jhuringian Stand~bramtm sen·ing in an honorarY capacitv complained at new dcmmds 

on UJ(m to p ··d · . · d th ' f th · · -· s« lhHSrA ~. . • ro' t e ractal data on thetr own grandp.uents an ost o ctr " 1'~· 
1~11031• Ihur .• '..1inisrcrium des lnnem E, No. 1650. pp. 126-45, 332--43. . . 

let ~rrs~n;s:anJs_g?~tz, 3 Nov. _1937 (RG~I 19371: 1146); it .arne into forct on I Jul> 1938· and 
19M , atenstvt tmplcmennng regul.tnons, I. \0 zur Ausfii.hrung der PersontnS~ 
.j ~8 IR~RI 1938 I, 533). . . . . undcsarthiv(hc«-

alier BA) Li cntanon on the inter-ministry negotiations about the legislanon 15 an B . M. ~ 
17a~~: MA • .r~hrerfelde R 3001/10134. For a brief sllllUlUI}' sec Cora Ciem~·KuJas. ~':n era1 
and brii';{,r/Jer 1902-J%6 (Berlin, 2003), 87-99; for the scope of gc:ncalogtcal tesea p 

mmenrs on the law see Ehrenreich, Nari Alf«Jmll "Prt~Dj. ch. 5. 
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120 :ll'ganiz.11ion and procedure~. bur che m 
~ . 1.1" had manifold effrc_t~ on f cht> f.1mily book ( Familimburh) in p'r:!_t 

The,,_'' h · 1\lducnon o ·d . L k · d 4oiQ . l .· -'b'e wa< t c lOt ..... now r<'namc oO<l :. • an the farn:J 
uhhc r '''1 

• All rtbi'r~r) ""' . · "" v ~f d,c ;11arri1~c t"e';hre~. . alrC'rcd ,omp.ued with the reg1ster It replaced. It,,~ 
... _ .!SCI ,ub~ranun·l) J 'l''") ~ Look handed out ro a couple on m•· b..X'I~-< "~' .... . /i at formt• ,, lX • ~ .... 

( Iii..~ rhc Frcn\."h ''"! . . h d from the Ahnmp:w (ceruhcare of 'rnci-'' n,>r un -'· ~ dlsungtiL' c . . h . o~~ 
. -~ ·•nd it must :u,;o L. I. ~ ·h·,-h citizens m.tmt.uned r e offinaJJy ratifi~ 
nl~·- .. • mwt.1 111 " " • ~ 
dd..--enr) or Familimsu;m 'red for the purposes already mentioned. Rather. the 
record 0 f their aJKestr)' requ• .. . of two p.ms: Parr T as rhe register of the mar. 

'ster consJ)tJng . d 
fJmih- book \US 3 reg•.. . _1 tPm II) on whiCh w.1.s entere not onh· dara 

•. · dan addlflona~ page · · · · · · ·h' (R·· I 1 • ' riage melt. an . _1 •. (" ~r:nuthim~Jmt). cmzem •p or tsourgmr.-ht) • . I' . nanon.um ,,t.t.J •. , ·' • h . . 
indudmg re •g•o~. . ·l E·. ,.J,1111117) on the spouses and t e1r parenrs. bur also 

. . l . us (r.:s•tS! ~' ttJO ·' • I ( d . ) and r.lCll star . · f h f.t ih-. th.u is. rhe bm 1 or .1· optton ere. of their 
h bs uent h•ston· o t e . m • J b . . d 'I h h" r e su eq d. f. .1 • ""ord that woulu e m.ll nr:llne llntl t e c 1ldren's 
.L'Jd Th" creare 3 am•) r,. . c ·1· b 1 • utl · ren. 15 b. . <!t (in which c.1~e rhe1r own rmm It'll uw was miti-
d\'il sr.ttus changed. ) marna~ 

ared) or by dearhh. .· . n. of rhe IJ" desi<'ned ro cross-reference rhe scarrered 
Like some or er prO\ISlO ~ . . o . . . . 

f b. h · and death. rht• tamth· book had a certam admmJStl':lnve 
clara o Jrt • marnage. ' · d' ed di.r 

. . · . · .-11 ~rarus data char was orhennse 1spers across rrerenr )~IC m connecnng u' · . . • ~ . , . 
~. d · deed these inno,-anons were ret31ned .ttrer 194). Ne\errheless. m 

~Jsters,an 10 - • f _. J '-'/"'·· · . 1 rfi' 
primary purpose was ro sen-e the consrruuJOn o a _ra~..ta 'o "sgf'1l~lllH w m prac-
tice and in public consciousness. buUt our of a r.tcJally and eugen~callr acceptable_ 
marri~e and irs subsequent offspring. In the words of che offiCJaJ sratemenr ot 
reJ...~n; for the law, the aim was 'ro strengthen the individual's sense of family and 
the feeling that he is a connecting link in a long chain of generations. This _will aJso 
arouse in him che sense of his own responsibility for the mainrenance ot his line 
and rhus at the same time for the future of the German people'; and rhe collection 
ofdara on racial srarus was expected to ensure that 'within some 30 years rhe racial 
classification of by far the majority of all the people li,·ing in the German Reich is 
apparent from the familv books'. '4 

• 

One other revision, the abrogation of a reform introduced in the \X'eimar 
Republic, deserves mention here: the return to noting religious belief in the cases 
of partners to a marriage, an infant's parenrs. and deceased persons. which had 
been ~pped in 1920.') This satisfied conservative sentiment, but more impor· 
tan?Y· 11 played a role in the control of Jews and their excommunication from the 
nanonal community s · d · · · · ed ) depended • mce. c:s'gnauo~ as )ewtsh or Mischling Qew of miX race 
beam."~ 0~ the reb8'ous affiliation of an individual and his or he.r fore­
thel9'371aw_; ~betwee~ .l92~and 1937, the implementing regul~nonsto 

Rill the civil rtg!Stry offices to note prior membership of the 
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h OmmunitY e'-en v. hen It had bet-n renounced .L 

J(\\15 c • ffil" • UJUS provid' b d of rdigious a 1 1auon. 'mg un rokc-n 
(\,'{je~:OiCII as some of the 1937 la\\ 's other fe\ision h 

ec h:at \\ere either intentionally or dTecu,eh· ideolna
5
, \\"C'I relh, t ey 5ened pur-

nnses t h • -t>"c.a • e mast · r-- on denomin.uor was t e retre:u from handling c· .1 IOlponam 
cod~~~ual• in fa,·our of building up its social and racial~.' su~s as a quali!) of 
in ''' f h •menstOil.S---its d d . on a new concept o t e communal and the common ood h' epen • 
~nd'~ 'jual rit>hts inro the legal oumeld.1~lhev.ordsofthep. s_ -• .... 1\."h pushed 
Ill J\ll t" nnetp"" comment 

h, ll" con\'e\' rhe exrenr to which the concept of ch'll ators 
on r t • • • c. 1 9 -) ~ 'I h ' . sutus was Strttchcd . new rt>mwn .t:ter . .): 11 r e JtJOnal Socialist ,;ev, th .. 

1 11110 
• 1 f: • e cn1 staru.~ of 

• 011 i.e. rhe e,,enct' ot r 1e acrors rhac determine his bein d h" . . a 
l"r~ ' . . I . . . d f . . . g anl IS posumn in h. ·ommunm. ~~ .1 so compnse o h1s raciaJ class1fia~tion h' . 

1
• 

t t l • • • _. f R . h _. . . • •s nauona nr. hL\ ) ·sesstOll or non-po~s~.:s~1on o etc uttzenshtp name indud' _,
1 

f' 
pl ~- · ' mg ill 10renames 
Jnd. ,15 alreJd~ in rhe 192? .lmendm_e~t. hi~ :eligious confession.'" Each of th~ 
demenrs w.1s no\\ a.! so subJeCt ro ~~pl•c•t p~lm~ ~ressures.lhe idemities ~orded 
in rhem were reClldeJ .md re-legHlmated tor otncia} pu~ and · 

I. . . h . . . -,-~.... tn man>· cases 
were srrerched to rht: I mit ot t e subJects selt-recognirion, and berond. A 

h. h G · d ": · · I h ha · flO\\er of rhe sr.He w 1c er.u : '<OJne as c racterized as 'soft' L-·use t"t f1i' · . . • -~ ~-nerates 
fJ•iliwion .111d t·nodement as well as •mposing regulation, m-eaied jUSt ho .... 'hard' 
it$ regulatory etfecrs could be.· 

• i\ hny ci~·il regis_rr:us we;e ~redis~osed to '~-elc-ome the 'ni regune and to 
become acm·e pJrnc•panrs m trs sonal and racul projecrs. The O:p.lllSJOn of the 
geneal~gical .md communal dimensions of registration\\~ something for ...,hich 
the Re1chsn~rband der Srandesbeamren had already campaigned in the 1920s, 
under irs lt>ader Edwin "rurina. who rt>mained prominent and acrh~ in the xfnch­
grsrbalut (coordinated) Reichsbund der Srandesbe-amren until 1945.: The sro~ 
of their acch iries \.tried. and whar the small district registrars bcked in Cl-pertise, 
experience. and effective OYersighr could be compensated by their intimate knowl­
edge of their loc-al populations. Thuringia. for example. had 1,005 Su~Uks.tmt dis­
rricts in 1941 for :1 total popul.uion of 1 .743.6.24 (1939). The av~rage of o~office 
per 1.734 inhabiranrs belies rhe t-:Kr that forn· disrricrs had ftower than rwenrv 
inhabitants and 180 fewer than 200. !! Such ore rations were on a totally ditft;. 
ent scale from those in urban areas like Berlin, where in 1933 a 'large office' was 
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5 000 records in a nine-month pcriod.ll A",: 

d 0 e~.;cd , , . ·t . h' . C"'n e char ha pr ' f 'lhuringias ctvt regtstrars at t ts ume hdd 
:l·fined as on . ''0 per cent o al . . 
'• 0 the cillt'~ . 1 • ~ small annu captranon payment b··~~ · contra~! t b · 1gaanst ·• ' -u 
tn ~ on a volumeer asts, · 24 Of the 42.3 officials who were not at the sarn 
rhetr JlO'b · 'dents. far e 

h mber of di~mct re~t . ber (249) were peasants or mers, alon 
on r t' nu h greatest num . kl' g 
. he local mayors. I e aster artisans, and a spnn mg of other rural 

ume r h forry-rwo m ki d ,. h rhirn·-nine teac ers. . 
5 

The maJ·ority lacked any n of advanr...J 
"It . I occupanon . d ""\! 

des and miscd aneous. . f rhe people around them, an were aceord. 
tra b 1 dtsuncr rom f .L . . .. 
education, were are Y d the more so as most o metr acnvtttes were 

b much respecre ' h . c II .. ingly said to e not . b den of papenvork on t etr [e ow-cmzens who 
. . an annoy•ng ur . . d' . . h seen as tmposmg b' d into a single regtstratton tstncr, mtg t have 

. aJ ,.11 es were com me ffi . I I ft also, tf s~ver ' 1 ag h . Personalizing rhe o eta sea a er 1938 to read 
I d' nee ro reac tr. d1 h 

to crave some tsra . d f 'Das Srandesamr' was har y enoug to converr 
'Der Standesbeamter' f•nhstea 

0 
to an expression of rhe local community. 

.L . b ~ man arm o r e srare I h .L • b 
we J0 ro . 'd I t ir is nor surprising ro earn t at UJe JO was not F rhts ev• ence, at eas ' -c.. 1 f 

rom ft d h r officials who retired, often aner ong years o service, 
much sought-a er an r a . di . .L • be 

I wrh eas in smaller registranon srncrs ute nny num r of 
were hard to rep ace. w er h ffi ·at• h d . Is h . . h ·ere roo few even to keep r e o ct s an tn, e ew ere 
reaLSrranons eac year " . · · a:. f E' c ld 
h
o b d rded as considerable. The cavtl regtsrry omce o LSre , a t e ur ens were rega . . . 

Th · · d' ·cr ,,.-,.L no more than 1,600 resadenrs, was already complammg unngtan tsrn m , 
in 1934 that the new demands for 'filling our documents for Aryan purposes were 
overburdening ir.ll Complaims of overwork and understaffing were nor confined 

10 rural areas and were in any case parr of the eternal gavotte danced between sub­
ordinate and higher offices in most bureaucracies, bur the great incr~e of work 
after 1933 cannot be gainsaid. After 1939, roo, the war brought addinonal pres· 
sures on diminishing resources, as officials were conscripted into the armed services 
or pressured to volunteer to staff civil registry offices for the German population 
in the newly annexed territories in the easr. One response in Berlin was to license 
junior personnel to do the more routine jobs; another was to modernize proce· 
dures, especially by permitting ryped loose-leaf sheers and carbon copies ro be used 
in place of the normal handwrirren bound registers. 

The reluctance to introduce this apparently labour-saving new technology else· 
where demonstrates the constant battle between time and accuracy: typing with 
carbons was faster than writing by hand and ensured both legibility and an exact 
match ~tween the entries in the main and duplicate registers, but loose-leaf filing 
was a rect~e for potential chaos and misuse in the hands of the unprofessional, and 
was permtrred only in d' · rr d b . · I . M' . tstrtcts starre y a full-time civil servant. The Thunngtan 
ntenor lllJStry had a rec d f . . . 

· all! . . or 0 restsrmg pressures to approve the use of rypewnt· 
ers m sm ocalltles, and h · · b · d ed t e pettttons su mttted by one particularly overbur en 

» 01...4...~- ~ . 

A D_:-uwpmciaer Berlin to Bn.irks[ ~-- n •R) 
·-"" 001-02. No. 2694 (M-Film 338 stanua]imtcr, 6 Nov. 1933; Landesarchiv Berlin \UU' 
u Men.o 'Die S!:andabean; . 3, frame 513). 
~~~ 1651, p. 139 (ev:.;~ !~'· 1940; ThHStA Weimar, Thiir. Ministeriunt des 
Miniaudum~Sclnna!Ju toAmaFnch

1 
Schtsmollnfor the 1941 documenr cited inn. 22 above). Th" 

lonern E. No. 1640, p. ZO). • 20 Nov. 1934 (copy in lhHStA Weimar. Ut 

• 
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. . ·srrar, in Flursredt (Kreis Apolda), give an insight into h 
o.\ tl r~• mall-scale civil registry office in the 1930s. This m \ e ~raffing of this 
kind~ 5

1932 on top of his reaching job, and bv 1936 he had~~ a ~ken on the 
ftice an f h D •• 1 b ' uccome, m add' 

o er of the local group o r e nrtc rs und tkr Stantksbeammz, NSDAP c mon, 
tead nda leader, local branch leader of the NS u hrrrbund ("' . 

1
el! leader, 

ropaga . . l"attona Soc'a)· ~ cher)' AssoCJauon), race warden (Ram-wan), and local repr-· , . t 1St 
,ea . J (N . l S ·at· C I -nranv~ m the: 
S t/. /turgnntmfi~ auona oc1 1st u rural Association) lh ~ 1 .. N 1\" . 'I f I . . . c: " mtstry was . pressed by tht) trat o vo unreer posmons, and dl':«\ite the f: h h 

untm 'S 1: b h , - .- act r ar e had 
h{ at his own expense a c 1wa ac "Frakrur typewriter eq · d . h boug d h' utppe Wtt spe-

. 1 haracrers, it refuse ts reguests. That the Minimv was prob•bly . h b 
Cl:l C h 'd f . · " rtg I 10 e ·ous is supported b}' r e evt ence o mcompetence char r""ched . r- • caull . . ..... II rrom umc 

·me underlinmg the problems of madequare training and L .. surv .. l6 w t1 • • 1ilX .... n·•~•on. 
The registration of r:narnages was probably t~e most public of ci\'il rt>gim.uion 

offices' functions, a~d ·~was also the most, heavtly burdened after 1933 by the new 
racial and sociallegislauon no red above. !\o one was troubled about the conditions 
under which Jews might register a marriage; here efforts were entirely directed to 
ensuring rhat Jews and J:fischlinge di~ nor scrape imo an illicit union by virrue of 
anY deception or unclanty about rhetr parentage. Because the implications of the 
ra~ial and eugenic laws for marriage have been subsrantial.ly researched, 1 will not 
discuss rhem in full here, except to note that rhe civil registry offices were locked 
into rhe processes of investigation and verification of racial identity and eugenic 
capaciry. Individuals would fall foul of the eugenic laws if it wasdiscO\ered that one 
or other parrner to a marriage had failed to notify the ocher that he or she had been 
sterilized on eugenic grounds:-:~ Racial obstacles ro marriage \\ere typically revealed 
when an individual discovered his or her Je"ish ancestry for the first time, and not 

• 
infrequently as a result of a preYiously concealed (or claimed) illegitimacy; or when 
the betrothed were confronted by the normal priority of racial (that is, ancestral) 
over rei igious defi n i rions of 'Jewish identity' , together \\ith the specific cases of the 
Gtltzmg.rjude, that is, 'Mischling 1. Grades' (two je\\ish grandpa.rent.s) who had also 
been a member of a Jewish community or brought up as Jewish-one of rhe cases 
in which religious affiliation intensified a negatiYe racial classification. The typical 
cases for correction of rbe records were brought by people of mixed Jewish and 
non-Jewish ancesrry (basically, no more rhan two Jewish grandparents) who, under 
the Nuremberg Laws, were in rheory eligible ro be granted official permission (by 

l~ for i~sues of staffing and the inrroducrion of loosc-le.U files in Berlin, ~ d()(Wllcn~arioo in 
LAB A ~ep. 001-02. No. 2964. especialh· a circular issued by the Obcrburgermdsr~r Bc~h? to the 
~llrksburgcrmdsrc:r. 27 June 1938: for Thuringia 1932-41 >(<: 1hHStA Weimar, Thur. Mtm)tcnum 

cs lnnern E, No. 1640 and 1585: for oarional condniom on appro\41 of rypcwritcrs, ~the cor· 
~cslpondence in Sept.-Ocr. 1940 berwccn the lhuringilll lnrerior !o.iinistl)' and the Rt:tch lntwor 
"ln15try <lhHStA \w • • ~ • • ;g; 99-100) and the msuuc· tions in th . we~mar, Thiir. Minisrerium des lnnern E,l\o .. 1 • Pf." ·,y, i.sw~ bv the 
Rrich c. offict~ _D~mitanu·risungfur du SrJN.ksbtamtm untl 1Im AujsirhrsbthO ~ 
in Fl lnrenor Mm1scry (Berlin: Verlag rur Standesamtswestn, 1938), § 110: for the E, N 

1640 
pp. 2~rs;~r see co":'"'pondcnce in lhHStA \X'ciiiLlf, Thiir. Mm~cn~ des Inn: Inner:-E. No: 
1585 'and for ~"\1dence of incompetence. lhHStA Wcunar, Thur. MllUStcrturn 
1' ~g .• pp. 169, 277-9. - !~¥faa 

that she h!• the case of Gerda \V. in 1940, "no had allegedly connived with btr fiand to~ c:aa) 
been sterili-zed (lAB A Rep. 001-02, No. 2963. PP· 224 44, a 6lc conwn1J18 $ltll 

can be 
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124 . . "' 'Arvan'.28 Ahhough the health 0 cr . r . rv) ro fll,lrr) I • • • • LilCc$ 

h 
Reich lnrenor t-. 1msr •. . lC:dic,ll sr.Hu~. rhe c1vd registry offices dealt v/ h 

r e I fc derernumng n . d fi It ere responsib e or \' ' 111•110 srarus was be1ng conreste : or example, wh 
" ·- when , JISCIJI• ~ 1. • en 
questions of de~,ent . for rhe deletion of an ear ter regtster entry of a parenr's 
one of rhe parries apphed . . 'sch'29 

' I' jon as mOSJI. . fi 'al d 
or or,mdp.uenrs re 1g · . ·ons on marriage or ract an eugenic reaso 

t> bl h rhe resrncn ns 
lr is .ugua e r ar. h cine of civil regisrrars as counterparts to the famt'l 

· il red 1nro r e rou 'd I · I fi -could be asstm ~ . d uitc apart from the 1 eo ogtca pre erences that led 
1 f roh1b1ted egree, q f I · I · iar rues o P a 

1
, racial criteria even in advance o egts at1ve requirement.JO 

some of rhem ~0 }Pb) atic primrose path: one has to credit this at the same 
. · · n 15 we ureaucr . . . . 

Rounmzan~ h 
1 

fl q ent expressions of cxpbctt ractal tdeology, and using 
time as noong r e ess re u f h k 
.L d' e of che hiscorian to rescore a sense o s oc . 
me 1sranc · fil f h B t· · ·1 

d l fi Om the volurmnous case es o r e er Ill crvt registry 
Selecre examp es r d 'I b . 

ffi ill '11 strate the kind of cases handled on a a1 y asts-some of them 
o ces w 1 u A d . h h 1 .. al . 
l d 

. becore 1933 ochers in cere wtt t e new po 1t1c pnorities of a rea y rouane rl • . 
h N 

· ·me 0 -Lers again wholly the result of new departures m the law. An 
t e w regt , u1 , , 

l'cacion in 1935 for the name Klara w be spelled with a C was rejected, on 
app I f . . h 31 AJ . 
rhe grounds that 'K' was now the correct way o wn~mg t e name. . so rejected, 
in 1940, was an applicarion to record the occupanon of a mother m the birth 
register not as 'housemaid' (Dimstmiidchm) but as the more genteel 'household 
assistanr' (Hausangestellte) or 'household help' (Stutze), on the grounds that 'In 
the Third Reich it is nor a question of what job one has bur how one performs 
that job.'32 Another decision rejected a request to change the job description 
'gunpowder worker' (Pulv"arbeittr) to 'technical career civil servant in public ser­
vice, pyrotechnics' (ttchnischt Btamtmlaujbahn im Staatsdimst [PyrotechnikJ).3l 
In 1936 an application to change the surname of a woman with a Polish name, 
Zieli.nski, to the female form (Zielinska) was rejected on the grounds rhar the 
spelling of the surname was valid under German law. In 1938 a surname was cor­
rected from Brossmann to BroBmann, on the grounds that 'The letter "B" is an 
~utono~ous German letter, which is also subject co grammatical rules regarding 
ItS modtfication '34 s· i1 I ,. . 

· lffi ar y, an app tcanon ro change the spelling of the surname 

u See e.g., Beare Meyer ]Udischr M' l.l' ' 
(Hamburg, 1999); Maris' H t2d D. JSC 

1 mgr: Rassmpolitik und Vtrfolgungsn-fohrung 1933-1945 
(Tiibingen, 1997); also Jurg~n Manha~~~IJtu.ng ~rr !Wsmmischehe in den jahren 1933-1939 
Abstammungsklagen im Ko d NS • .. · 1~ .offemlichcn Interesse~: Staatsanwaltschafdiche 
(eds), Dtutscbt, judm, Vo'~ 1/~ ~udcnpoltuk', in ]Urgen Matthaus and Michael Mallmann 
1 ~>-40, ~the records of the,Berli: La~~~aust als Gachubu und Gt>gmwart (Darmstadt, 2006), 

e.g., Fneda S t<>Jn 3 r. rud enchr. 
,., See ., 7'tV- ; \.JCrt H 19 0 I· LA 

~ntation of a case in 19" . - • B A Rep. 00 l-02, No. 2971 (MF 83384). 
ll72~),mwbich it is clear that a Sr.rJ?k:~B A Rep 001-02, No. 3109 (M-fiLn A5129, frame 

his
paren ~who hadconvmec~ toJ .. L'~ had declmed to marrv a man with one Jewish grand· 

posmon bad: U\Wiim to an 'A~-~· · been i.sstred wu ~by the coun in Nove · ~ , .. , woman, in advance of the Nuremberg Laws; 
11 Am "r then. mber, despue the fact that no detaUed regulations lud 
n Am ~cbt Balin Bach!~~~~, 29 Aug. I 
»Am=~:::: Bach!USs,6 Dec: 19~~~B A Rep. 001-02, No. 3109 {MF A5129). 
.M IABARepoot-o., Bach!usa.lOJan.t939·LAB~ Rep. 001-02, No. 3109 (MF A5129). 

.., No. 2937. ' Rep. 001-02, No. 3109 (MF A5129). 

• 
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'J' ,kc- IO h . . ~ a gene ed 31 • • ba~cd on a lengt y op1mon as to whether usi rat a negauve 
decision . h . I ng an umlaut ed 

W
as sirnnlv a p oneuc a tcrnative.)) creat ;a new me or . ,. , 

naG rmans are unlikely to be as bemused by this level f 
e I . b o pedantry .• 

f comrnon· aw countrte~. ecause the principl . G as Cltl· 
zens 0 ( • h e 1fl erman~· · 

·d ·neteenth century a:. tn Ol er continental stares) .L . ' smce rhe 
Jlll -nl d bl' was u•at It was 
f I 

'timare state an pu tc concern chat personal nam h ld a maHer 
o egt d es s ou be s b"l· I 
c ffjcial use. Regisrere names could be officially chan ed I , b ta I ~~l 
!Or 0 C b • r • d • h \VT g On ) y proced 

h
. h except ror a ne perto m r e weimar era v.cre the b" f ures 

w 1C • . . d h' ' .su JCct o admin' 
. and political d1screnon, an w tch had always required .1.. b . . ISifa· 

nve h d fi . u•e su miSSIOn of 
eason for che c ange requesre -or example, to Germantl.e r • a 
r b . I a mretgn name to 
~ange an em arrassmg or vu gar name, or to resume 3 trad"t' I f: .1 ' 

cu. d h I' f d t •ona am• v name 
~at had been lost own t e me o escenr. In a regime where th, b.1. · f 

[II h 1 galJ r . c Sta I ltV 0 the 
P
ersonal name was t us e y enrorced, spellmg assumed a significa : . 

· h h d If h · nee u m1ght not otherwts.e ~ve a . t e regtsters wer~ not accurate and held to similar stand-
ards, this pnnctple was shaken (although m practice small spelling disa . 

fi I b. h d . fi epanaes 
berween, or examp e, a 1rt an marrtage cerri care would not inval"da h 

)Ad 
.. I. h' ltete 

documents . n , unsurpnsmg y, g1ven t e mrimate bond berv.een a penon and 
his or her name, people themselves were often srolidly commined ro their case 
for correction, and both forenames and surnames generated more tiun their fair 
share of cases and complaints. Mothers discovered belaredly that the mtdwife had 
recorded the wrong forename, or parents changed their minds or protested an 0ffi. 
cial's refusal to register an allegedly non-German forename. 161he transliteration of 
foreign names was another minefield.r 

After 1933 the personal name became fraught with additional significance, as 
the issue of so-called 'Jewish' names rose ro prominence, or perhaps u would be 
more correct to say rose to prominence once again. As has bttn amply docu­
mented, the Nazi regime intensified a long-standing ami-Semitic tendency of the 
German and Prussian name laws in order to ensure that Jc\\S were immediatelv 
identifiable as such by their names, and to place the whole procedure within th~ 
~phere of administrative discretion.38 Notoriously, under new regulations issued 
m 1938, Jews were restricted to a list of so-called Jewish torenames. and anyone 
~vho ~i? not already bear one of these was required co insert the name 'Sara' or 
Israel tnro their registered name. 39 These adc:Ucional compulsory names had tO be 

~: Amrsgcricht Berlin Bcschluss, 31 t-.1ar. 1937; lAB A Rep 001-02, No. 3109. 
e.g., registration of the name Amid, iniciallr refused b,· the Swndt1bramub a non-German rume. 

:~~pprovt-d ~n appeal (LAB A Rep. 001-02, :\o. 31 09); ~ aho \\"infned Scibm, Das ::Jti.lkhm. Ja; 
~ F..srhrr heifim durfu {Leipzig. 1996) and .Michael \\"agner-Kem, Swr 11nd N11mi'IIJJ1ntinv.ng: Du 
~~~ch-r~rlulicht Namemlbuknmg in Dt>utsrhland im I!). una 20. jahrbuntkrt (Iii bingen. 2002) for 
" scusstons of Nazi name law and practice. , . . , (L\Bt' a l941 case in which the transliceration produced the ,'lllgar German name $chinddarsch 
»See Rep. 001-02, No. 2967), pp. 28llf. (MF 83384). 

Nbor, 19~;en Bering, 11Jt> Stigma oft•lamrs: Anris(TIJitism in GmMn Daily Lift 1812-1933 (Ann 

" 2 V. land Wagner-Kern, Staat una Nammsandnung. u· unci 
V010~ erordnung zur DurchfUhrung des Geserzes iibcr die Anderung von Fam =en nJ 
VOI'IIa en, l7 Aug. 1938, RGBI 1938 I. 1 044; see GfmZ Ub" die .tfndnung r.oon Frnrt.1 

mnt 
11 

~. S Jan. 1938, RGBI1938 I, 9; and RuPrMdl RdErl.. 23 Mar. 1938, RMBIN 1938• 
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126 .. 1 . . 1111 ~ ret•istc:rs in each ca~c. In facr, in Bert' 
. f he: CIYI ''· . r> • f b In 

• . J • the: margms '1 1
. r lte inrroducoon o a new ru ber sramp 

10\enro mro s1on ,or 1 • • . h . ' ro 
I . n wa~ rhc' c~Cca. J . . rhe bo1lerplate text on cac occas1on ·n. 

rhe regnJ!IO ,. , 0 h;t!\l ,, rue . d . · •ne 
.r.· j from h;~,utg r k J ·ome of rhose affectc ro protest rhe1r liab'l 

!i-1'1.' Oin<tJ> • bl l((WO ·eu s . . . . I· 

Ultrions inenra ~ f 
1 

I of ·1ndignation <H thiS hum1ha£1ng procedu 
new reg · d rhe eve re 
. . un&r rhe new law. Jl\ . 40 N \' surnames approved before 1933 could also 
1~ - . · cases. e' d · bl ' (§7) is p.llpabl<' trom. ntJO} h e is to be seen as un esira e , a provision 

"I he name c ang I d d be wirhdr.l\\'11 I r c J s co abrogate recent y a opte surnames which 
J 

• der ro ,orce ew I . 
.tdopted sole r 111 or . J . h 'dencirv.''' These regu a nons were morally and 

di " . e their ewiS 1 ., ld al 
appeared to souls h register officials rhey wou • most cerrainly have 

. 11 rageous yec co c e f . . . th polinca your . ' 
1 

ding policies 0 state mrervennon In e conferral 
seemed consistent With ong-stan 

d h ofpersonal names. tr. I' d h 
an c a~~~~. with which rhe Berlin civil registry omces app Ie r e new standards 

The ng1 1ry db h e of a Jewish woman, Charlotte K., who was obUged 
can be illnsrrare Y r e cas h 

dd
.. l arne Sara in 1939 but t en went on co marry a Swiss 

to rake the a mona n 1 fr f) h G · . al . B 1· She thereby forfeited (whar was e o er erman natlonal-
nanon m er JO. • . d h I h . 
. d . ] s of foreign narionallry drd not fall un er t e aw, s e applied to 
1ry, an smce ew . 1· • 
h 

_L ulsory name removed from rhe register. The Ber 1n mayors office ave me camp 
k the view char 'Sara' was and remained part of her legal name on marriage, 

: refused co correct the register. Although the court proposed a differem view 
of the matter, the mayor would not budge and her application was turned down 
in January J94J.12 Ocher cases involved claims that the individual concerned had 
never adopted the Jewish faith and had no connections with the communiry (and 

rhus nor a Gt!tungsjudt}.0 

The effects of these provisions should not be judged merely by the fact that we 
know that far worse was co come for many of the people involved or was already 
happening for people much like rhem. Each application for a name correction 
or a rectification of che records required for a marriage licence represented a felt 
injury by the person concerned, and possibly exposed them to unwelcome further 
elf~ of admin~strarive arrenrion.« The personal correspondence that fills these 
files IS replete wl[h the bewilderment and distress experienced by the individuals 
concerned, whose lives and ordinary assumptions were being thrown out of kilter. 

10 
See the extensive file on the f h II k 

in Weimar who at the f .gh= 0 1 <'we · nown cellist and baptized Protcsrant Eduard Rose 
refusal to wear ilie yell age ° Ci ty·two, was harassed by the Gestapo and sentenced in 1941 for his 
wr ow star or rake the comp 1 'J . h' • · 1 weimar No. 139. u sory CWIS name; IhHStA Weimar, Amtsgenc lt 

41 These occcdi 
pr ngs were initiated in 1939 b · f 

name-changes for the duratio f Ut suspended under the general suspens1on o 
(Ministry of Interior), where~ th~ war. Case ~.~~arc in BA Lichterfelde R 1501/127443-127447 
~Wagner-Kern, Stut ullli Nam!.z~ncludc Smiglltzig; Goerze/Schmul; LOning!LOwenthal. $e( 
~ of Charlonc K.; LAB A Re mmg, 322-8. 
~~ ~ngdccision-maJ~ 001 "02• No. 2971, pp. 289-92 (MF B3384). Under the new 
., adminiStlativt deciSion of the Bert· g bb~~ to the: executive, the Amtsg~richt could nor overrule 
" e.g., the case of Harry M.; LAB ~n """rgmnnsrn. 

ex....:~·= case of~ M., whose ~a'n~.;02• ~0· 29?8, pp. 299-313 (MF B3384). 
A Rep. OOl to paWIJCs for not havi Ween Jewish raaal identity was confirmed, which men 

~.No. 2693 (MF B3383).ng the compulsory additional name of 'Sara'; LAB 

, 

t n s , 
ur C.ol/e t 

ehu~...o, ' ~~:!.::ns can be 

}an~ Caplan 
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athv 111ay wear :1 little thin in cases where pan-J • . · h .. 
() 's )ymp ' r I . c\\ IS petition d 

11e f I .·1r suf>f>cHt wr t 1e n:gm1e or even pc>inted to th . er\ n1.1 e 
I o t lt e~r membe h' f 

muc 1 

1, ,1 these protestations were themselves forced on h b rs 1P 0 the 
·~DA ' yc I . l I t em y the t f ~ ·· I hw~ through w llC I t le st.ark operarion of rac'al . erms o 
he! raci.l • 'd f ' . • I categones could . 

t b micigatcd by evt encc o nauonal consciousness.4) A d f • m 
heory, e · h n • o course th 

t s·111gle uni fo rm expcnence ere. fo r even' Jew for--.J d • ere 
·nota lid' • ., '-'=Utoa optanal' 15 e we can find so-ca e Aryans keen ro rid therruelves fJ . h len 
forenam ' r S hi . o CWIS -soundi 

es (for example, rrom c csmger ro Schlesier, Weinberg to K"hl l d ng 
surnam . h'ld b d r o cr. u e to 
d ) 

to give the1r c 1 ren some a su r rortname confected from th ~ .1 , Ja e • h (' H' 1 . k ') 1 e ram 1 ) name 
f N zi leader or ero It en a , or ro aunch themselves enth . . II . 

0 a a . f ·a1 al . ustasuca y 1010 
, national pursun o rac1 gene og1cal research 46 rhe nevv . . . 

.,., evidence presented here IS the np of a much larger iceberg ofp 1· • k' 111e f . . . o •C}·ma 1ng 
d race ice in the field o c1 vtl status regtstrarion that includes not onl 1 an p . . . . y t 1e pro-

liferating com plexltleS of marnage law .bur also Important Lssuc.'S not routhcd on 

h re such as the procedures for adoption and legitimization; public compl . 
e ' fli l . I' . d amts 

against register o cia s; w~rnm~ po 1c1es regar ing rhe ~tatus of servicemen abroad 
and of foreign workers res1denr 111 Germany; and not l~t rhe registration of death. 
As well as che impact of direcdy war-related monality, the Iauer included the estab­
lishment of civil registry offices i.n the major concentration camps for the purpose 
of concealing the telltale mortality figures-and even so these did not escape the 
eagle eye of a particularly observant civil registrar in Thuringia in 1943 .... But this 
shorr review already suggests the extent to which che civil rf!!ism· offices were a 

0 ' 
wheel in the machinery for the manufacture of identity and community in Nazi 
Germany. 

'Community' in this sense is not synonymous with consent, but represents rather 
the projection of the Nazi vision of the reconstruction of political, legal, and social 
life under an umbrella of social solidarity on the one hand and racial and eugenic 
exclusions on the ocher. The conversion of 'community' inco \'olksgmwnschafi 
drew on reservoirs of meaning and practice that were as much repetitively routine 
and technical as they were stridently ideological or rhewrical. The ci,·il registrars 
were on the front line of chis less noisy project, intimately im·olved in the daily 

4~ Sec e.g .. the petition ofHcinrid1 G. in 194 I, LAB A Rep 00 1·02. 1'\o . .:!9'i6. PP· 143A .. :IC.~ also 
~!eyer, '}Misch~ Mischlinge', who points our that the loophole wJS a cynical diversion >incc applica-
n~!15 were vinually never accepted; and Matthaus, • " ... im oftenrlichen lnrerts,c••. . 
fi lne. Iiles of the Reich I nrerior Minisrry (BA R 150 I) contain c:nens11·e documcmauon of the 
f, nal deciSIOn-making process, and examples of how these ca_o;o were handll'd at the localiC'\,d can be 
o~nd •n lAB A Rep 047-08, nos. 145/1 and 14512: Bezirk.sverwalrung lJchtenberg; on N~ t;ad· 
en names, see the bans issued in 1933. 1937. and 1<140; RMdl RdErl. 3 Julr l 933, M,Bii\ 1 Y33• 
SOI;RMd1RdEri.8June 1937 MBliV 1937 971·R.\IdiRdErl.l3Dec.I940,RMBh\ 194 1. 2l). 
S~andt~bta . ' · ' h 0 .L-r name. and co 

b 
. mttn were mstructed bv ch~ di receives to reU parents ro c oosc an uu:: 

su ffilt are ·r h · · h " 'Anmmzi Proof ., Ra port 1 r cy refused. For racial genealogy. ~ Ehrenre1c • 1vaZJ ;k· d £U 
L 

ya Kagan, 'Das Scandesarm Auschwitz' in Hans Giincher Adler. Hermann Lang m.Gan a 
ngens-Re' ( .•. ' 1003) 145 58· Thomas rotum. 

D J· . mer C<L\), Auschwitz: autmis<t' und &ri.-hu (Hamburg.- • - ' · • .J • .-
111 <~llJfll~ A h . <>.. • r _ t · h tks /(a11Ufltrat14"""'li' .. 

Ausrhru; IT zv: Aujbau und Ausu~rnmg ~inn D.Jrmb.znlt zur vnmu.. tt, 1 1 of deaths 
Of G tt (Frankfurt am Main 1004) .,20 '" For r""isuarions bv Berlm :Srandewn fA .. .J. ·n 

trma · · . ' - • - -u. -o ·.L ablishmcnt o u,.;nWI 
Sund n Cl!lzc:ns m Auschwitz in June and July 194 I. before me: est 

esamt II, sec LAB A Rep 00 1-02. 2960 (MF B3382). 
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inked and srampe .pagesncestry of the 'Aryan' family, but to gesture t not (Jnly 
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Yet, in rhe end, chis ~ccount. may have ~een more pers~astve for the officials than 
for their clients, Aattenng their own self-~mage as guardtans of the nation's future 
without impressing anyone else. How ord.mary people responded must have varied 
considerably. Perhaps presenting the rac1al paperwork for a marriage in a I 
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city office, staffed by ~roress1~~a s an ec e out wtt . ~~ Imagery, conveyed 
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1Ml1gt'lllo'11.1!'/1tlji.' 1~ it .ltPim Hl<'lllt' tl1.ll lit1d1 .1 \nl'i.d lli.,tun ol't''P<'IIl'ltn·,,',' .t~ 
"OIII.Itl j.ll.IIIM It OIICl' l ~ciJl'tf it. !',t\'(''i Stltft JliPIIIiiH'IIll' to \\11111<'11? fill.\ l.:.'\S,t)' wiiJ 
,!Jow th.lt lhl' .111\Wt'l' is 'uo', 

In wl1.t1 f(,IJn\\~, I 1..':\lllllilll' 1 h<· 111ohilil.l1 io11 nf tl11• \1,/f.•,gruo"innm, dw \\'11111('11 

o(tllC' \'rJ/f.·,r.c·mrl/llt'llfl(t, dul'ing tl1c S~o.'loud \XIc11ld \\/,11, in or,IC'I lo g.till ,111 imighr 

into N.ti'i .. ;,lll't\ \\li;h its lnl.:IIS on till' ( ll"lltl,lll hnrlll' llnnt. tltt' l''·"·IY d<".d.; with 
~roups of Wllllll'll whont histnri,tns h,t\'t• of't<~ll m•crJ,,okr,f in thl'il r<•,c,ll\ h(·,, 
Mmt ofthr-.c Wlllllt.:ll \\'('l'c llt,uric·d wich ~..hild1c11 .tnd \\ti'C totl oltltt 1 h,· •1 t,trg(c 
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1 _., 

. • nu tbr < ,·rrmau llomr firmt 
\, lk --n•'"tnn• n <' . 'c' 

1"'2 r he \\'<"hn11.,, lu. the ~:-.. or rh~ I 1hour ~ . 
. ~hem"' '' r I "' . I t k Cf\ •ct 

for 1hr srP •<r '' h :1 ,rartNi. r te '" .ru ('.l< l'r:. "t>re ~·en ro 1• • 
corN•P L.l' 1hr ''"'r •1' f 1 °1oh 
l' h"'! '· ,,rn ,._n!Ic." .. ~n om ,,nk a~·' rc'l'n c ,, :~hour hlr in t e 
i\C"o't"rt ' , !JJi,,n "-a~ '' l • ,. t 1 Ustn· 

1h~ fem:tk l)\)1 n I for l'ilrtY \H>rk. \'\ 11 1 \\:lr till rht• horizon ~~.. ·: 
[ht'nl• ' l fX"n'<)llfl(' • l , ' I \atj 

b _, ;'\ ~ .1 ,-{'urrr ' h ,,111 .. 11 ,!wuld '"'' 't'd11llt' .tltcn.Hed firom b ur ill'' d rh.tr r r "' •· · 1 e 
I t .. ,, "err .;-on<rrne;: h J •11 1 •) 1$.\ Hrnl"<'. dwrc w.ts .1n ongoin<> ea-
t'J" f. · h 1, thr' !lu 1 t- non ro 

n"('ilnt and lt'~e all • 
1 ~ • 1h1Hr u~cful \\'t,rk: :llld. onct' \\ .tr bcoan welt-

.. co • rr' m·· ,,ur pt ' • . I "' • arc 
dr.tlt 11 ,me-n tnW ca • __ f heir lx·h.tlf. w .unehor.Ht' r 1e h.udsh •ps ir cau d 
' ·~ . m'duCC"U· t'll ' b"l". i - . se . 
m(':l'urr• '" rt an /1 .... ·'·{t nun1· wae mo 1 L et tor .llr ra1d pror- . . - h v, ,.i,., .. ,, . '··'' '-·• . • . . . ''"''on 
In chr n.tl\11." ,)t 1 t '.h.,, .,. 

1
.1· womt•n's or~.mtz.:mons. l1rhers, likt' war wido . 

d 1
· • \\'It Ill '· · ' . \\s 

aJh! n~un! rJ~"~. 1 .- rhe •diet wMk c•t tht• P.tn~ .wd rhe N:monal Soci,J· 
,......, !x"nt>hTt'll ,n,lnl . "IS[ 

olll<i (\,I,....... ' • "1 S\ ) 
, • \\ .• 1,:1rc l)1y,Ull.'.HIO!l {1'· . ,_ 

In'!'"' ', •· 1:-1 :\J<:i le.ufers used tht• term \ ol~·-·gmn.•·Jhlnfn whe 
I '(('\'Ot'' lilt elfer~ , , . . "II n 
' 'I ·1• • .J w women kw.tl co rhetr .ums. H .'\ onh· recognized 

h dol't'N'< M rdc.'rrcu · . I . . " 
t e\ _. ' h . , ... dcd .Is \,tlid' ,Kcordut~ ro r tetr r.tust .111d eugenic w.t}· 
thll'r 11l'll1t'll r "' re:-.l t l i · b I · II · · · · 

• • 6J . R 111 Sinri .md or her~ rt·~.Ht t'l .1s tO ogtc.l 1 tntenor were 
ofthmkutg: til~. 01 

• •. • • ' • , 1 · J N· · · 
d G . .J, ... J.,,, "'df or rommunn1 .1 lens . n .1z1 tdeolo()1· .t, ><"C~e\ ""U re :~s u · '· t: .. JJ" ·~ · i .. ~ • • t-. t Ul" 

l \ JL. ..·nr.'l' .• --L>rded rhe chosen "omen rhcn place as members of a tt-ml il o"'Vflll~ll .. • "'' • • 
produ<ri,; n:uion.1l.:ommunity. Referred to 1n. rht~ w.1?·· ~~·omen ~,·ere r_emindt'l: 
that tht'' bdon~r-d ro :1 racially defined l"olk"ttn•. Th1s mAuencmg ot rhe ani­
tude, a~d bdi;fs of rhe trm:tle population wa~ not jusr an elemenr of ~ali 
propagand.t, bur .1lso dro1e rolici,es _of n:obiliz.ation. pus~ing women ro nego­
ti.tre thdr co~xisrr-n<e "ith the i\n1 regtme. In rc)pondmg, each woman Wl5 

thallen~~d Js Jn :nJi,idml, and, for rhi!o re:bon. a !>Ubjectil'e appro.1ch ro rhis 
ibpe.-r ~f ,ociJ. bron prombes to shed new lighr on rhe srrucrures of German 

• warume so.-tc<Y . 
• 

This e~1r e\lmines rhr mobilization of women in rwo !>teps. Firsr ir otters an 
a.-count of rhe female .Ktilism undertaken ro stabilize rhe Germ:tn home front. 
~ext, ir rurns irs tocus on women as recipients of rhe wdGre programmes thlr 
t-ased. th~ burdens C'lused by the "'<ir. Concentrating on these areas, the eSSl)' 

l"xamtnes how rh.: insrirurions and org.tniz:uions of the regime inreracred with 
the .femalr popul.uion. Irs aim is to explore rhe ~h:tping of ;he Volk>"grml'iwrhlt 
durtng thr war and ro ask h · t' · d' 'd 1 · · d · h'· 

O\\ ar tn 1\"lt ua women parnetpltl.' m r b process.s 

• 

ngRoom 
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fi ,hing we learn when looting at the concept f v: /kJ 
Jhe 

1
rSt ten \\ere mobilized for it~ purposes is ho" mucho h 0 i[!'mnn~b.:zfi <~.nd 

ho" ,,-on l d . t e COntnhut. f h 
I Mmllation has >~n un eresunuted b\ those \\ho lu 10n o t e 

(rniJ e ,..-r A .,~ a.1 d , \e narro"'~ n do ltb,ntr alone. ~ 1m I \ ason an other histonans L • wn 
IC' \l:t~t' • ld 1 d r. ll4\"t pointed OUt h 

l.b ur n:--en·e that C!Ht >e rawn 1rom "Omen with ._ • t e 
pcll' a tl r II b·t· out \\or .. and" nh · ·hildren "~'~ ne,·er 1U y rno 1 ned. According to an . b out 
,'Ounc. ' h I.- f au mate ,. the Re-tch • . :,n· of 1 .1lwur. r e nunllx:r o women without dther ..!~ dt • 
\hnt~ . • .11 . 1) N . 1 d . ..... .... n ntsoremplo,. · rood .It J.) mt wn. Htt 1 az1 ~a ers hesuated to announ . 
IJlent ~ - . · ct a Programme of 
•• 1_, 11s -riprion forctng women uno work, as the.• were afraid f-L 

rll' cl < I J d I ' o u•e unpopular-. t·su ·h 1 measurt'. IH1Ce • ll!lCC t 1e war started the emplo, ..... ,n· o • • . • • , ... ent rate amoncr.:1 
' lt'll Knt.lllr dedtned. be<\Hise ot the gene·rous separation ali""·· .. l D"' 

\\llll • • • • q vw~cts b'\~ tO 
he wires ol sold1ers. . 1 

Howe,~er. rhe Jocumen rs ot ~azi. "omen's organizations lih lhe Retch Air 
Rlid Dete~tce Le.1gue (Rl B) tell a dlffer~nr s_rory and highlight the actl\ ism of 
·nilhons ot ~~omc.>n through?ut rhe war. Atr ratd protection then rdied hea,ih on 
\"omen for tlre gu.trd Jury 111 aparrmenr blocks and publtc b--'~din~ 'A-

~ • UU IT" !YIUfeQ\C:f, 
rhis mobiliz;Hion of women w;.ts nor a war phenomenon dicated tn the merr 
nC'Ct'ssiries of .1 nation under :mack, bur was a decision made b, the ~ nilers 
long before 1939. Th~:_ RL B had been established as earl) as 1933 to tach rhe 
pt'pul.uion air raid de r~:nt.~: mt~.lSllres in ad\'ance. Under the 0\"t'nl! authont'\ of 
the Air i\1inisrry. headed by Hermann Goring, the RLB had 12 mi ion mem­
bm in 1939. :tnd by rhe end of rhe war more than )2 million. The majorin of 
rhese members were women and many of them filled positions as Pam Ass~ts 
(8/orkhr/ftrinnm) and en:·n as Parry \Vardens (BlocJ:uo:Jrrt). A diff~m fomuuon, 
the Air Raid Protection Squads (Lt!{tscbu~gnnrimrhttft im ~lbszs:hurz) dependrd 
roo on fem:1le p.miciparion. 1hese were e~rablished in privare homes and public 
buildings such <Is hospirals. convenrs. and old people's homes. Each unit was 
mfted by .u le.tsr fi,·e people: an .1ir r<tid warden. rwo tire guvds, a fire guard 
messenger. and a first .tider. All positions were .n':lihble ro \\'Omen. As men had 
ro work or were conscripted during the w.u. adult women \\ere the only ones left 
ro protect homes. 

Unlike the members of the RL B. the sraffof rhe Air R.tid Prott'l."'tion Squuis did not 
l'olunreer._bur were conscripted by rhe police ro mke on positions as air raid wlrdens 
or house hre guards. 12 Ne,·errhdess. mam· women refused ro fill positions in air raid 
prorrcrion, claiming health problems or ~ponsibiliries fOr the care of young childrrn 

~~~9~~o_thy M~,on, '\\''oml·n in Gc-rmam·l921-1940: F.unily\\dh~.and \\:ork'. H"-:.'7 W~"'P· 
·~5 · )-.3l: ~tc-fan Ba1ohr, Du Hilfiuirr F.:brik: Gt-sroidludn-F-nnlnurMr "' ~ 1914-
•J Jt~urg. 19"79), 2~ 1-4; Done \\inkier. Fn:'II(TI4rbrir i1ll Dri:rm Rndl (Hamburg. 19~. 61· 
11 Rci roclllc-r, lHr &mbnrhug ~ DntrsdJ!~,J (Berlin, 1990), 239. 

t1on of ~~~uftschurzbu nd (ed.), 5 }ah,;. Rnthsl~tfo.hlttdnlllli {Berlin. 1938), 3"': lq!Ort on the-~ 
~ .~ pror~uon, GcmC'indegruppc- Fiisscn of rhe RLB. jan.. Feb.., Mv., M.ay, and Junt ' 
I~ I. nu~· ~B·Onsgruppc- Kc-mprm-Fiisscn 216. .. 59-61 

IUhrullgS\c-rordnung zum Lufuchu~ \"Om 4.5.19.r. RGBll1193 ). ~ · 
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174 • 1 rl1c • ,-. · . . r to .11,1,~a;Hl' r 1.11 n: ' .,!. no unrversal co 

I 
· [r L' unport.lll . fc mpul. 

or elderly re JO'C:· dl'd frorn women :u. rhcre was or men. Despite the 
il. . '"f\1ce dl'man · h bl' d I d r • I .. ~ sol}' m tOI) "" . La . l9 ~5. whK o rge ma can rcma e crttzens r ·~'--

' . Prorecuon '' Ill . . ~ • I\ o '<U\c in~ uf an ,'\.If • d hld \':lrious a\'enues tor opung our. Moreover r'f-L • . . h ·. hel women · · • utey 
on dur1es tn t ~ ' ..._ • se,ere consequences as those that befell the men ·h· 

- rh , did not h.n e ro ,.,cc JS • \\ o 
lelt. e) . • • _. ce 

•• .1 quit m1lnan sef\ 1 
• • • d w· cncu ro • k . air raid protection poSI{tons-an m rons actually d'd 

\'\'h women roo Ol er I -en . ed b. h RLB. Even before 1939 they were made menral1y ready fi 
rhe) were r~n- ) r e in at war-a rota! 1var in which air raids would be a ma·or 
GermtnY ro ~once aga . d )Or · Th .. , fthe furure' (Zukunfokrttg), as some eaconesses termed it in th . 
rhre-ar. rs war o . . Ra'd P . h II . err 

f 
. . course in rhe Retch Arr 1 rorectton sc oo ocaced 10 Berlr' 

reports o a rrammg . . th H n, 
. uld d d that women rake on dunes JUSt as much as e men. As the deacon-:es \I'O~~in hospitals and other community facilities, their tr-aining was of some 

imponance. Their course notes, written down for th~ use of the Protestant Inner 
~1ission. show how Volksgnndnschnfi had became a potnt of reference for them and 
framed their actirism in the context of the air raid protection schemes. The deacon­
esses had e~-idently enjoyed joining rhe group of trainees and being accepted by the 
female office-holders of the RLB alongside whom they were trained. Carrying out 
rasks like air raid protection was seen by most of them as a key way of belonging m 
rhe Volksgnnrinschafi. They carefully readied the institutions they worked in for a 
looming air war.1' 

While mobilization for air raid protection was concentrated in urban areas, 
rwo Nazi women's organizations. the National Socialist Women's League 
(Narionalsozialistische Fraumschaft, or NSF) and rhe National Socialist Women's 
\\"e~e Organ~tion (~eutsches Fraum- \T.frk, or DPX'), were open ro all women, 
mn rn.sm~ ,,Uages. Etght million women joined the NSF and the DFW before 
the begmnmg of the war; another rwo million followed after it broke our in 1939. 
Thb ~organizations employed millions of women, mostly on a voluntary parr-rime 

asrs. 16 • 

In the mid-1930s the A 'I' , S ,- (H'/fid' rion within the NSF and uxJ lary en tee t WJst) was founded as a new sec-
of the Auxili Se . the DFW. Ir acted as a personnel pool. 17 The foundation 

ary rv1ce marked a sh'ft · h d 1 f . , . zations be . 1 tn t e eve opmenr o Nazr womens organl-
cause trs coverage d fi move away rom purely female issues (baby care and 

13 Franilika M th · · m e mayor of1i · 24 0 
mayor ofTrier, 21 Jan. 1943 BA ~e~ . ec. 1941. BA-MA Frciburg, RL 41/28; Maria K. to the 
It Report of Gertrud W •M . . Lure! burg, RL 41128. 

CAJG 673 ·• amn- ther-Kra k h · ,, II~· n en aus, Archiv des Diakonischcn Werkes Berhn. 
·-tNrr of Edith s H··--L lkr!i r • , ·• "u>naltun-Au] n, \.oolVG 673 '"f>-..1 e Elbingcrodc 6 3 1937 A ch" d D'ak . ch Wlerk·~ 

16 For details · • • · , r IV cs 1 ·oms en "' ~ 

MA 130 fo 'sa: the annualstatistic.tl re 
(Tijbi~ 1~~~ Gertrud Scholn-Klkkt ~thefiReic~ Women'5 Leadership 1938. Jtz-ArcJ:il· 

17 Month! • 5. ' tt mu '"' Drittm &ich: Eint Doftummtanon 
Lo . Y rqlaru of the Rci-L..L 

ngench (cds), Ahm tltr ..... ,rauenflihrun M Btstlwits. S.ZIIIIrlhnrg tltr . Pattti-/Gz11ZJn tltr j; ar.~Apr. 1936, in Helmut Heiber and Itrer 
~"tm IU!I.t lllit a:;.1111dmrr Jlror..n.iniun ~£,.A[· &ltonstrulttion rintS verlorm gegang(Tiffl 

/l4nrnn. 11114 Sttli_~~tn7rtn- tits fihrm u":tm_m Komspondmzm, Nkdm_chri~. von 
Rep 21799. Urun.brnumgrr, ~wit mit H,.u stznnn Stab bzu1 dn Partri-K..Jnzki, thrtn 

'J' unJ Bonnann pmonlich (Munich. 1983-92), 

It 1'> rn our c II ~~a._.. ' o ect,ons can be 
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ld 
anacrement) to providing wid~r services. At the begi . • 

ho tn ~ d c · be nnmg ot th bouse tsks emerge 10r ats mcm rs to do, and the Aux'l' c _ . c war, mor(.' u d l c t rary ..x-rvl~c 1..~--
lllan)' ost important tanne s wr women's efforrs. ~.: •x.:ume 

of rhc rn 'I' S . . I de 
0 oe rrom the Auxt aarv en1ce were mam y plN~.·ed in thre . ._ 

\\~omen 11 • • r h - 1 e parucu14r a~· t& 

f (hesc: was sewang 10r t e Wtlmnochr_ In all local un'ts L . s. 

1h 
first o . h 1 

• memuers of ch 
e d of\X' met at least l'Vtce a mont to sev.· doming for sold' 1 al . e 

~SF an d · ·at h · ters. n sm ler v11-
~ rh rnecrin& rurne snro SOCI gar enngs. almost in the sn1 f fii 
I ue.s. ese . . I h f . . eo co ee morn-
ar:> · paroes. For examp e, t e women o Srockhetm a ,;lla~>,e w~-L 
. <!S or rea 4 0 . . • --o near "' Ull.ourg. 
10" larl)· right through 19 3. ne v.ou1d bnng rea, others cooki . d h 
01

er regu th ld . h 1 . es, an t en, .
1 

h sewed ano er wou enrerram r em p avmg the piano ., Th •wJ 1 wh• e t ey ' . . th lik . , . e we mnar u 
. ed che sewmg servrce at groups e thts offered throughout th f 

Ppreclat . . e course o 
a and this resulred m more orders bemg awarded to Saz.i women's . rhe war, org;.tnrza-
. "~"o meet rhese demands, the NSF and DFW scarred running sewing CCilt .... uons. 11 • di Th . r~, 1n 

h 
Is and factory b01l ngs. e cenrres were equtpped with lie\\ing mathines an l 

sc oo . •ft . th ~ t worked 1n shr s ro mcrease e ourpur.-
women 

Yer most help ':as need~~ on the home f~onr, ~pecially when Allied strategic 
bombing scarred tn 1942. Once a bombtng ratd had ended, people needing 
assisrance could go to special reception points \Aujfo11grullm). These were help 
srarions located in closed taverns and school buildings throughout the cities. The 
NS\',~' rhe NSF. and officials from rhe local stare administration worked together 
ro help people carry on with their lives after the disruption of these attacks. The 
1\S\, which was supported by members of the Auxiliary Sen·ice, distributed food, 
water, and clothes to people who had been affected by the air raids. They also 
responded to special needs, for example providing baby bottles, teats, and baby 
milk. Moreover, when homes had been destroyed. women and children were sent 
ro scar outside rhe cities. The paperwork needed ro prepare :.uch evacuations 
was done at the reception points.23 The local NSF and NSV groups had a great 
impact on the creation of this relief scheme, as did the local female social workers. 
The support these women provided during the air raids relied substantially on 
already existent srrucrures: the Neighbourhood Assistance (Nnrhbarscbafishi/ft) 
wing of the NSF had been formed to help women manage their households, brew 

18 For details see Nicole Kramer, 'l'olksgrnos.rinnm ·an tin 'Htlm.Jtfrcml· Mobtlisurung. \(rhaltm, 
£~19nnmmg(Gotringen, 2011). 69-77 -

. Monthly report of the Omgruppe Stockheim of the KSF and DF\\", Jan. 1943. StA WUrzhmg. 
~~DAP 10)9. 

11 
Monthly r~port of the Kreisrrauenschaft Herford. ~1ar. 1942. StA Detmold, ~1 15/48: rl 

m For an overview of Allied bombing see Ralf Blank. 'Wartime Daily Ufe and the Atr ~ar on 
W~ Home 1-~nr·. in Jorg Echrernkamp (ed.). Gtrmany anJ rlx Second \l."orld \\~r. b~~ c;::;: 
3?1~m_;6 Soritty 19 3?-194 5: Po/i tid Zlttion. DiJi nttgra rion. and rht. STTIIgglt fo~ Survnvzl ( Di~ SUS. 
Tod t,_t 375-9). For n:ccnt reearch on war society and the 1mpact of au ~ds: 201 1) 
u 4FitS Luft: Kritgsgmllscharft und Lu'-kr'- in Dn4tsrhlanJ und Eng£tnd (Mun en,dcr 1. · •. "'· 

or the NSV · 'J' -o · ' 1 '"So "alismUS at • v,.. ~uio . . . and Its role during air raids, see Armtn No zen, Zl tscb Reich'. 10 

Dittn~~:rahsusche Volk.swohlfahrt (NSV) und der Luftkrieg gegcn da.s Oeu e S7-69. 
u NSF~~.(.ed.~, Dn4tschland im Lufikritg: &schich~ unJ Erinnr;ung (Milnchen, 200~~. 

l8 June 
1 

cislenung Herford, branch 'Organisation und Personal • _to NSF:Orugruppe district 5a. 
Nov, 19409~· StA Detmold, M 15/11 0; Reporrs of the social family semce Hamburg. 

' lA Hamburg. VC 30.69, vol. 2. 
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I ·t1111c n•e:• ~. 
tt and t lSI rt . • I I • I C(llle(', ' r •lttrd ,H (IVIIY was H! p Wll I l'V'ICU 

:• . • Services war· ' . . • • 
dothCS· fthe AuxthJI} . loc:nion'> dunng the• war. In ord<:r 11 

r.. h'rd area o ll'l'"rt.Hlt r 'I' . . J 
r I I 'I stilrions bec'.Hne I I • the NSV opened J;lCt ttJcs Ill many ~Ia· 
· lhl W3}' fer p ;Jed. 1 auon. _on their 1\.l}' to .s;t I I , diUrc he'> bcfiHc, hut t 1csc were doM:d 

ssist el"aCtte.... II ct'll run 'Y t Jc I d h A 'I' 1'. . z~ ~ ·ic:e 1,0ints h.IC ' f 1 , NSV were he pc y uxt 1ary Service 
uon~. .,en Members o t tc I 'd I . 

I h 
,_1~y took over. . •icc ,,oint~ anc prov1 ec a~s1stance ~uch 

.u1c t c • •· ~ 11 the new Sd1 r 
I r' '!(wether thc:y r. I ll ·rly hcll)ing l'regnalll women and womc:n 

rnem >e •· r> • for t 1c e c c • r • . 
. :.1rn:ing baggage, canng. . r cJd and organizmg ovcrntght acwmrnoda-

,,~ c • 'II listnbuung JO • • • I . f I 
•'th youll" du c ren, ' . f k I·H c;r~·ated the bng 1t tmage o r 1c NSV and w' r> • k' d f reltc wor t , , I I 27 S ~ 

tiun.z(, (twas thl~ tn °. . . h. J>OI)IIIation generally he c. tamng by thc 
. • rgant7~uons I ' . . · · · the Nan womens 0 h 

1 
. ·tcr of the ratlw;ty ;,tntton scrvtcc potnt~ 111 borh 

· h ped t c c w.tc I I Volksgmomnnm s a . . On 
1 
h<: one hand, the women were a' e to manage 

a positive and a ncgau~cfway.k JCturcs: when evacuation trains were scheduled, 
H 'h'l' f rhe rclte wor ~trl h d b rhe ex1 11ty 0 d . , in tht· ~t:uions. On the other an , ccausc rht 

h ld be calle up tO serve f I' h'l' D · k' t cy cou h ld be 110 gu;1rant<:C o re ta 1 tty. espttc ta mg on 
k , voluntary, t ere cou . I d h wor ~as . f.,ilcd 10 ~how up and when thts 1appene t ere was 

an assignment, some women ' . 
little the organizarion could do .about Jt. . 

h h Part
ic·111atcd in the war-rclatcd work of the NSF and DFW 

'I e women w o · 1 d · 
dealt not only with native German Volksgrnossm, but ~ere ~l~o tn~o ve w1rh oth-

d h ·fore took their pan in 1Hocrssc.c. of exclus1on. !hose 10 rhe NSV were 
ers. an t ere · d b · 21 1 
in attendance at the railway sralion~ when forced labourers arnve y tram. n 
carrying out their alloHed tasks, the women made a small bur relevant contribu-

tion to the exploitative policy of forced labour. 
Since forced labour was a part of racial policy, almost all women on rhe 

German home front ctme across it cormantly in their day-co~day routines. 
'The Nazi women's organization played a crucial role watching foreign forced 
labourer~ and reponing them to the authorities. ' I hough the office-holders of the 
women's organizations held limited power to ~anction behaviour rhey regarded 
as detrimental to the VolksgemeimchtJ/t generally, they could force expulsions of 
their own members. Also, they decided whether to grant or to withhold benefits. 
The documents indicate that, aside from decisions on race questions, there was 
some elbow-room for NSF-fu nctionarie~ to define where the Volksgemeinschafl 
ended. A family in Berl in, for example, wa\ excluded from the care of the DFW. 
although both man and ·r. h d · · d I . . Th wuc a JOme 11c RI.B and ocher Nazi organl7..<1rJOIIS. 

e man, a severely disabled d' · war veteran, was accused of faking his con ttJOn, 

14 Report of a NSF·Onsgrup f h (' 
.n (:ircubr no. 171/43 of ihe'\ 1 e •au 1-.sscn, 21.10.1 'J40, 1\A Berlin, NS 44/92. .. 

Gauleuung Wcstfalcn·Nord G lauptamt fUr Vll1kswohlfahrt, 20 Sept. 1943. StA Mun.\tcr, 
26 MinuteS of the mmin' f~mt fiir Vo1kswohlfahn /130 

G~ulcitu~f:estfalcn.Norl Ga 1 e e~icf~ of NSV-Bahnhofsdicnsme11cn, 18.3.1943. StA Miinstcr, 
v~ Hawan Vorlindc~~S-~o1 o1kswoh1fahrt 630. • 
u s~~/wftl for Utlft~<hkhtt, 34/3 ( 19:-)o~~ahn und Wintcrhilfswerk do Dc:utschc:n Vo1kes • 

peel rcpon of the Bahnhofsd· 1 
• .rt I -406, at 380 

tcnst at I.Ohnc, Nov. I 'J42, 7. Dec. 1942, StA Detmold, M 15148· 
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l'
tl'f' wa5 :.aid to suffer fro111 a vctwrcal disca~t· 1 l 

I daug d' 1 . · · n a not tcr cas 
JOd t tC:. • car· 111J wolllCil tc not recc1ve any help bcc:~use I I ' e, 

Y
.c:tght Y j d I .. •· . ' • t lc c.tdcr of 

a •~' CJ •gruJliH.: rc~an c 1cr as 11npaucm and :1 g<,~SiJ>'l9 A 1 "''SI·· rt.. , l I . · s we earn the ~~ ( nncllys rcsC3rC 1 on etters wrmen by citilcn• t h 1 •• 
J
ohn •0 • . • ' () t c ~tsenach 

(rorn . ,,lc 'used VolksgrmrmJchafi an solvmg day-to-day hi • , •f
1
irtr, pc(t, . Yi 'lh' • ·pro ems and 

Krttl . gave it a mcan111g. IS seems to have been e.s11cciall . h 
doing f>0 • f h 1 1 · f } . . Y true Wit 

10 I officials o t c oca unus o t te NSF. I heir actions not I bcrs an< I d • d on y gave 
merll . lutfi meaning bUL:. tape tts evelopment too. 
~0/ksgrmtt!ISr 'J' 

r~DIViDUAL MOTIVATION: OPPORTUNITIES AND 
I NECESSITIES 

1 k
. d· of women responded to rec.ruiunc:m efforts from the Nst: the l)l:w w 1a t 1 n ·' ~ • • , 

d 
h . RLB? Un I i kc the Wehrmacht, the Red Cross, and the variou' bod it·~ 

an t c . ( . . t· } . , lvcd with rhc Naz1 ,crman nan on po tcy, t 1e.c..e organit.ations mobilit.ed .t 
I0\0 . d · h · h. · r · c. · large number of marne women Jn t e1r t 1rt1es, 10rues, and 11fucs. Scrv1ng for 
six months or more far from home was not a feasible option for them, but the 
~azi women's organilA'ltions we have been examining offered a broad framework 
~f opportunity for pu?lic ~crvi~e right on t~: women's doorsteps. An ,tdditional 
advantage in voluntcenng for rhts female acttvlsm was that, compared with regular 
employment, ir guaranteed considerable Acxibility in terms of time. Of course, 
middle-class women who were nor obliged to earn money had the best opportu· 
nines to spend time working for rhe Auxiliary Service, but it is not quite correct 
to speak of rhe organization as a middle-class phenomenon. As ·nm Mason h.1s 
pointed out, the housebound wife and mother had become a very popular 'role 
model' during the 1930s. ~~ 'fhe promotion of domesticity, Mason claims, resulted 
more from a general reaction to modern proces~ of industriali7.ation and bureau· 
cratintion than from any specific idea of'a woman's place' the Na1.i regime chose 
to promote. As the number of women without employment grew, the number 
available for voluntary work rose. n There was an important relationship between 
responsible public activity and labour market employment here. 
.. ·n,is last point leads right to the heart of rhc question why 50 ma~y women 
JO~ncd the NSr and DFW to carry out war work. Some women, espCCJally those 
wnh leadership roles, expressed an ideologically fuelled enthusiasm and sense of 

~~ 4~}11 •0m~;rupJ.>c 1 ichtcnhcrg~Nord an Gaufraucnschaftlciwng lkrlin, 5.4.1 94l, BA ~r:in, 
NS 4

4
,;;; N~F-K Jcbfraucnschafrslciwng an Gaufrauenschaftlcitung Berlin, 13.11.1941 · BA r 

111
' 

lO • 
Jolrn C ·11 ''11 , I NSDAI' Kreblcttung Eisenach. 

1~39-!')4 :•mnc >'• 1e Uses of \Mksg~imchafr. Letters to l 1e 
ll M~~' 7h( fourlllll of /'dodrrn History 68 (1 ')96), 899-930, at 929. 
11 1 d • Wornt'n in Cmnany, 190. Oct 1943 

'IIA ~o.f er of the NSI·-Omgrup""n Herne· Baukau to NSDAP-Krcislcuung Herne. 22 ·~._.ch' 
Unncr NSI>AJ> Kr r- al G u5achbcarbcitrnn. PI'"" 

Organl.\at ' • c1s- und Ortsgruppcnlcitungen no. 57; see so 3 SrA ~ 
NSI>AP ~~~~.und l'munal' to NSI>AP-Gauleitung Mainfrankcn. Gaupcrsonalamt. 
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I l:,rherl.ut.i. ~~"I I ''~"d'· t.uht·r,, or Hot lt'r~ Wt'rt· duiurt 
ds I tf' • • I '' Ill' . . I . I I r. . t>• dutl' to'1•1r< I "Jf d'i(Jrt. 111 ' ' II he ttllllblllel wH 1 Sl' ·llltcrest 'II · .1 t(l t 1t" '' . 1 li,11, co11 < • • b . · le 

contrl wte. 'a''· An1l 11 t"".t ~ 1, ,ld 011 an hononfic as1s; but hlvj11 . I elr tn' n ' , . . "' "·ert l g 
but Ill I~ . ' r tlllidJI l)ll'lllll . • Ill rt'SllCC.:t, and aJv:uuages such as th. 
, 1n.1)1,nt) o , 11d repll!.lt It • r . . . . t 

!;rt'"3
1 n: 1 J 11 ont.ll1 .1 go • ,. For some H became rhe starnng pomr for 

n oHi.:e tmer('( . J I tncrlllt nt. . . f M . R. h . a f rofes,llll ,I .It'. . .. 'It w.ls Ill rhe case o ana , w o ltved 
rosped o P evH11t" .1s . . 

P · ...,.ndrhinthr t\.tll r t'. h ·ehold and gatnmg some extra money as a 
.I J.w:r c.H.- k. ' in rhelr ous bl h 

. h h pHents. wor II g I h' w·ls not enough ro ena e er ro starr up 
"I[ er . f mJ r \at r IS , • . 
. r~,.·hc:r. bur who 01 

1 
nlcd a posinon as leader of the mustc group pt.tno '" 19,4 s lt' assu ' . . 

. t·1te of her own. In J .. . h cen This voluntary acnvtty served her weU 
111 .1 • Kon1gs on · . , 
ol rhe NSF-Ortsgmf'P~ 111 c 1 osirion of leader of the childrens group of rhe 

. ,, 1 h ~pphed ror ne P · 160 RM c · when 111 l t,4~ s e' .. b H ·111come in thts post was . -rour ttmes 
I rft . Wun urg. er . 

Artisfnwnsc '11 1~ . 934 1-1 1lle Nazi organizations and the Pany apparatus 
whar she was earmng 111 1 

c · en Sections such as children's groups, 'mother 
. ed I b marker tOr worn . . . 

prov1d a a our l ) d he Auxiliary Service offered opportunities also to 
schools' (Murrmrhu m ' an t . . . 

h had no professional trall1tng. 
hose women w 0 · d d h d' H r d d h · c3milies rccetve rewar s, sue as ra tos. owever, 

Office-hoi ers an t elr 1
' • f 

·a1 . ·1 h d far more impact on the lives o women. As the war 
non-maren pnvl eges a d (0 ,r.,. h rfi fe· . 

d · · s Women's League Local Lea er rfSJ,'t1Ue1zsc a s /term) dragge on. a posmon a . . . k . f: . 
'a11 bl d me women co avotd betng conscnpted for wor tn acrones. acw y ena e so • . . 

Some of rhem also cried ro make their commttment cou~t 111 order to keep daugh-
ters or trainees out of rhe L1bour Ser\'ice.35 In 1942 a thnry-year-old woman who 
was managing her parents' farm near Hildesheim and raising three sons on her 
own applied for a Pf/irhtjalmntidchm post (doing mandatory work for a year). She 
was wid by an acquaintance char she would only be considered if she was active in 
a Nazi organization. So she became a member of the DFW and later the NSF, and 
soon gained a position as head of the Hilfistelle Mutter und Kind (assistance service 
for mothers and children). 16 Working within the parry or within a Nazi organiza· 
tion could be personally advantageous, especially during war . 

. In~eed, in the National Socialist regime, having an honorary appointment 
Wlt~tn these organizations could have even more personal significance. It could 
entitle a woman to privileges. The mosr important advantage such involvement 
brought, however, was the chance to safeguard individuals from the Nazis' policy 
of persecution (In d1'cta h' · b · b k · h's · tors tps tt can e tmportant ro watch your ac m t 1 

way.) Alma W., for instance, was a married woman from Herne. In 1942 she was 

Jl Personnel records ofMa . R b 
NSDAP 1023; cvaluario~ of~ .''. orn 1914, member of the NSF since 30 Apr. 1934, StA Wunhurg. 
A., 16 Feb. 1943, SeA Wtirzbuclskmdergr~ppenlciterin Maria R. by Gaukindergruppenleicerin Paula 
member of the NSF sinQ 14M rg. ~~DAI 1023. Sec also personnel records of Else T., born 190l. 
,. Swnmbuch von Maria R. ay 9 ?· ScA_WUrzburg, NSDAP 1023. 
~23; .~urst for employmc~~n ~14: smcc 30.3.1934 member of NSF, StAWurzburg. NS~AP 

;pr'ISalton und PencinaJ, SeA w!. b ana ~· sent to Gaufrauenschaft Main franken. Ableilung 
See, for twnnl. th urz urg. NSDAP 1023 

36 ~"'<• c l'qlon of ' ftau . 
F ~from Mattaretc S n KreiS cnschaft Herford, Augusr 1942 StA Dermoid M 15/~S. 
raucnsdudcsa~t in Krieg.. ~~~ ~nchbekirg, Sep~cmber 1987' Archiv des Deur~chen Frauenrares Bcrhn. 
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fbdieving in communist ideas, but ,.,.,1s .lbk· to l'f'. d h 
acCU~l'dl "r work at the NSF and DF\X'Y J\1embc:r,hijh nnttl~ l~:~'. crlsclfhy fl•fcr-

tO 1e . • • d } . h · < Slttnns )C:l'am. 
r111g Jries of dtsuncuon an 11erarc y • .strongly .1tft•ct' l'f. • { pow-
t"rful ('3tc~;n.rry members of the NSf and D~W cot~tribt:;;~ 'e oppo~tunitb. 

I or orl d d h g to ''~trllmc work 
"'''Jllanations are nee e as to w y they undertook their nsks 1: . II . • 

other v I . I r. lfil d . . . . -spec" y tn 

II •' lhges, .simp y getung roget 1er to 1u uties had ,1 strong .· I :1' · • 
rna " • • ' Ih h soc1a < llllcns1on s found very unponant. ose w o were on their O\\n b~, .• h b · 

women I . 1 d be . tt.lus~: us .mds 
ld 

and other re auves 1a en conscnpted for war sen'ic . . I h · • 
chi ren. h . h . . e JOIIIet 1 c NSr 

I ()cw to meet Ot crs Ill ( e same Sttuauon. Despite the exo 'Ct'lt' r h . 
·!Ill r . . . b bl I d " r t • IOns o t ctr 
· d warrimc patrtottsm pro a y p aye a much smaller llHt 1 . . d le<t ers, • . d r . • . nstc.t , .1 sense 
f l·dariry cowards farntly an mends largely lav behind their will' . 

0 so 1 . h . r • 111gncss to get 
involved. Serving tn t e _sewtng cenues, tor example, repairing clothe:. for soldil'rs, 

de Some women beltcve that they were helping their father\ lltl•h• I· 1 111:1 • ' .,1\( s. :lilt 

h 38 bror crs. . .. 
finally, many of the war-related awvm_es of_ the Auxiliary ~er\'icc dealt with prob-

lems women had ro face every day, espectally tn the bombed citie.\. lnvohcmcnr in 
the relief work of Nazi organ.iz.ations w~ therefo:e a way in which they could' help 
themselves and care for rheu surroundmgs. ThiS applied panicularlv to women 
involved in air raid protection. In order to keep family members ,;fe .md pn:­
serve homes, women felt a strong need to rake on positions as air raid wardens or 

fire guards. As a forty-seven-year-old woman from Lubeck pointed om during an 
inrerview conducted on behalf of the United Stares Strategic Bombing ~urvey: 

Ar the time of the big attack I was house warden, and I had ro stay at my piJrc: of Ju1y. 
~lv husband is an invalid, and he couldn't :>tand the bad air in rhc bunkers. So we 

• 
srayt:J at home ... I proceeded co extinguish the fire.) so as to save our own dwelling. 
ror I thought: Oh dear Lord! If chis goes. and ~ince \\C nave no dhildfl'n, they will give 
m only ;t single room. I wanted at least ro ~ve our homr. To lh-e with strangers with 
:1 sick husband is nor plcasant.39 

WELFARE IN \\'A R 

~uring rhc war, the Nazi regime also expressed its srance rowards women through 
Its welfare measures. In contrast ro the years before 1939, promoting motherhood 
an~ a population policy was nor the main re.1son for welfare. War brought hard­
~h~ps like the conscription of husbands and sons, relatives who were soldiers being 
InJUred or killed, and, of course, the air raids, which were a direct threat to the 

37 
D I S M" ~SDA~; ~ra~ion by Alma \V ro chc !\SDAP-On.sgruppc Herne, 25 Oct. !942, .~ uns~~ 

Mainfrank:c:ts- un? ?rtsgruppenleir~ngen no. 43. ~also sraremcnr by rhc \:;~~~ ~~~~~ 
l.l R ~ conccrrungrhc cas.: of Elisaberh C., 12 Feb.l944, SeA Wiirzburg. ~ Krc H rford 

J~n. l;~rt. Dcr Dank dcr Heimac· by the Orrsfrauenschaftsleirerin Liesd K. of rhcchi 15~~ 
G~ach ' S~ Dermoid. l\1 15/94: Imervitw with lrmgard T.. 26 Nov. 1984. Ar v 
" rn•~ ludensch 'd 

lnrt·r-.·iew 89c•_. "'---'· SchedulcA 20july 1945, 
~ARA RC ,

4 
110

• Wtdl woman, 47 vears old (washerwoman), LuD«A. ' 
'~ 311 90/62/24/04 Entry 6.Box 527. 
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Volksgenosstn ncn I 

!80 . l '-k- ofwanirnc g.tvc rise to new wt•lf:1re 111 ~ . 11 e socta m s ~ c.t\u'l!i 
c ale populauon. 1 N _. ,1,irne ,1bo ust•d tht'\l' wel1arc progra 111111t.~ 1 • relll h h rhe azt rc o , . . C) pu 
A· rhepa~r.r oug' I . ·1uodlell,il!ld to lll.lltll:unloyalty4o l 
nS Ill . nic ideo ogu:s ' . ' . .· . 
heir raetsr and euge. sectors of N.w wc.:lf:uc dur mg the war, and r 1111 porr.w r . I one 

One of the mosr , d . l:ner historical rc~carc 1, was care for the del>. d 
I negle,re tn I' . t:n . 

which was ong . ·e sen·icc. Sotne pre umn:uy remarks need b 
d. killed on aCCI' • . ro e 

ants of sol ters f this welfare sector. Care for survtvtng family "" 
h srrucrure o - h d . . ... em. 

made about t e . ssigned ro rhe Wehrmac t a mmrstration by law. 
f ualnes was a c h. . •n 

bers o war cas 1 H'gh Command had asked ror r rs assrgn mcnr in ord. 
41 The Wtlmnamt 1 • I d 1. . cr 

!938. h oncerned soldiers. even t wse ea mg wtth their rei 
1 all areas c ar c . a. 

to contro d f h war the administratiOn of these matters reverted to th 
ti,·es. At rhfeLaenb 

0 
c he'ch again handled all bereavement issuesY 'Jhe SS was ·1e 

\f ·. 0 our, w t . . . n 
·' tnistryf. nand had a separate welfare admmrscratton. It~ structure; 
charge o trs own me I d j. . I ' · similar co rhar of rhe army. n a < rtron, l 1c Nazi Party and 
however. was qurce . . I S . I' - W: . . • 
. ffil' d 'zations espec~ally rhe Nar10na oc1a 1st ar Vrcums Charity m a rate orgam • . •d . . . . 
(Nationalsozia/istische KritgJopftrvmorgung). offerc non-tnsutuno.nal scrvrces. In 
the case of rhe death of husbands or sons, bereaved wom~n. recetved help from 
more than one side. From the perspective of the welfare recipients, this polycracy 

could be positively useful. 
Benefits and services were enhanced during the war. Rates were increased and, 

more imponancly, the group of recipients expanded. Parents who had been depend­
ent on the income of sons who had died could receive a pension. fiancees were 
entitled to pensions and ocher benefits if their betrothed had fallen in action and 
they could prove that a marriage had been planned.H The Nazi regime provided 
pensions and bereavement payments as well as non-material services such as help­
ing with paperwork, finding new accommodation, making donations offurnirure, 
and so on. Care measures began right from the moment when the notification of 
a ~~~ier's ~each ~r:ived. Nazi leaders were afraid that grieving women would lose 
fauh rn chetr po~mcalleadership, and so they tried very hard to control grief, not 
only ~t a symbohc level (especially through official grieving ceremonies) bur also by 
ensunng that surviving relatives did nor run inro financial troubles. An additional 
reason for the rMrime's tr d · . . h h 

-tr euom was a ewe to conrarn the mAucnce of the c urc 
on women who had loSt loved ones. 

The majority of adults · · r h the widowed recervmg some rorm of welfare were women. Mot ers. 
'and the divorced we · · 11 d'ffi · · · n re tn an espec1a y 1 cult econom1c sttuauo • 

·~SacbMc ~ . and Florian TtnnRcd r h' h L-- .J .. ·• [kr 
41 -.r1111 ~ ( t, vtSt IC tt drr ArmmforJQrgr in Dt"UtJchwTM. w. 
. Fho.~ and v. ,., Stuttgart, 1992} 275-{j 

H•• itm, ;::;:; fUr die ..L __ ,.' ' nd ihrc 
U931),1on..:. ~~ - und o;ncmaugcn Angchorigen der Wchrmacht u nrBIJ 
llli t.. 

1 
• ~ lllld ~-veoorgunpgcscn) vom 26. August 1938. JVJ 

I I. Fa. . • 
1217-23 W z lllld ihat ~ fiU dac chemaligcn Angchorigcn der W~ 
let z • 11 ,.'it: 4 da Lirtz•ht•Nbi . <EWFYG) vom 6. Juli 1939. RGBL I (~ 
a "Pdauda ... SoW.',c:iiQ 1m~ fUr dnc Baprc:chung zwitchen ckn 

............. bfilcrdic~ ~Akrendcr Pand-Kan1Jd, ~ 21034. 
•'Iii[•? 1 a" 114~ .. 111 ".....:: ;:: und ·venorgung vom 11.10.1943', ill Hcb' 

2 c • <c:trcat941) • & 14041. 
'an.-M.\ Ftaburg. RW 16/228. 
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If cr\ o • . " .. HOitl 1 1e N • I , 

0 ,, v· · m~· ( ,ltanty WCi e all advl.scd on how to deal • I .mona Soctalt" 
~/ar ret I • I . I • wn I Wof!ICII 44 "II J 

·la!in" 1o dm liU >JC<.l rcvc:a the emergence: of . · 1e uocu-
cms f{ " W a not ton of w I 

rT1 I tomr~uleship . orncn were to act 35 comrades l h urnan 10od 
bascc on . o l c men lh 

adc.~hiJ> was fllJt rntcndcd tt, strengthen dom"•t' · c 'c•nstruct f cofllr• I . ..... •c.ny arnung t1 ft 1 
o I cion· oil the comrary, t lC rdca of c.ornradc:shiJ) ~uvr•M: -·1 h lc emt~ c 

Popu a ' I . f I 0!)"-·lcu t at Wl)rn 1 d 
• •1c chuy. Fern a lc rc :mvc.s o t le fallen should be pro d f I . en 13 3 

Pawot . . u o t lerr ma 1• • 
c nclrhcy were urged ttJ grrcve ~•lently, without quC$tion' h N 

1 
s Rcrr-

nce, a I f I I I lllg t c aJJ rcglm 
. II ing rhc deal I o a Ill~ ):lflc {Jr vm, they were to b· . d d f c. ro oW • I ). ) . . c rcmrn c 0 their UWII 

d 
cowards the ~tate :til< I Mty. I {)llCf f(Jf the care of widow d I I 

ury . I I d . 5 an ot 1cr lercavcd 
I rives was aflcctc< 1y ge11 cr 111 a S<:(/Jlld way: the Nau01, .. 1 S . I . 

rea . I I ... oc1a t.u regtmc 
. oduced measures ro rcWIII r 1<: oyalty of men J·Ust a~ much tntr . f . . a) to appease the 
women. It wa.~ n.:as~t~r111g til sold1er~ to kn<Jw that, if tht.-y were: w be killtJ, their 
wives and other rd~HJves WIJuJd be taken care (lhy the state, army, and th 1, 

I . I I . . L t! arr y. 
Archiva ~ouru.:~ may provic e a <.: <:ar ms•gnt into the intentions of th N . 

. I ,. . I I c :Ill 
regime, but ~octa rca llY rnvo vc~ mucn more wmplcx wnsiderations. One thin 
is certain: '.he churd~c~ dcfcrl(kd and maiu.ta!ned their position as cxperu i~ 
acknowledgrng the gncf of the bereaved. H.thg~r)U') ceremoniao were mud1 more 
popular than tho'>e put on by the Parry. Catholic and Protestant c.lcrgy became 
very creative in inventing new ceremonies and symbols to replace: what was miss­
ing, for during the war it was 11or pos~ible w bury the dead in their home com­
muniti~: transferring the body of a ~oldier was forbidden. During churc.h ~rvicn, 
therefore, candles symholi:t.ed the lives of the soldiers and, when the priou read our 
the names of the dead, children blew our the lightS. In some churchC$ there were 
memorials at the cemetery shaped like graves, and women could mourn there.4 

When it came w material needs, the regime's measures v.ere more succtU· 
ful. Unlike other welfare benefits, benefits and services imolving the are of the 
~rewed were nc1t cut back by the Nazi regime. "Jhe welfare division of care for 
WtdcJWs and other he rca ved relatives had a considerable impact, thanks to many 
r~fimns made during the .Second World War. Parenu and fianctcs of dead wl­
drers were entitled to bc:nefiLs such a.c; had never been seen before (or aince). The 
ecr1n.orni<; sit uat icm ()r farmers' widow~. in particular, improved greatly when they 
applred f(Jr pcnsiuns and (Jthcr services. 'I he same can be .\aid for young unmarried 
wornen expcctiug a c.;hild from a !>oldicr whose death pr~·emcd him from taking 
responsibility. A<> lcttcrri of complaint indicate, some of the potential recipientt-
fin exam I . b 'd I P c, n cs-1ad to be proactive. 

Although rh~c benefits and &crvices eased dle sitU2tion of many women, grari· 
tude towards the regime was rare and chere was not much feeling of solidarity with 
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181 .• ordcd llHH.h rnort• oht:n 1han .leo . 

I 
' rid>lllS .rrl' ll' . . ,,ucs. 

bkrns nne ,ra I I· I tlwut dr,.tppotllllllenr .tnd .Inger wit!' . s~use pro II "a I'J)01 l t .I • I lin 11• d menrsre u~ r:o . I l 111 Jl.IY!llt'llt rnrc~. lUI more often th 
ct'nre. rhe ocu , ,01nlatnr' J lll . • . • . • • h , . . · out 

ul on \\omen C\ r ~ 1 ,avtec> ,tnd .~tcesstng r em. lh1s was 
rhe pop .111 • • rlr bcnt'/IIS ,till I . h d an 

~of apph·tng w . oJug 1ndJ, w ltC create an expectation f 
rhr proc< • J lw i\.1Zt pr ' . .d I c . u 
. . . nroblcm c:~u~e ' h 11,rornised co provt ewe rare 111 an unbureau 
tnHIO'IC r h ~ j k1dl'r~ ;t~ f h \VI • n ' 

.. procedures.1 e • ,tL • It' •dminisrracion o t e wet mar "'-epublic which 
e:t') l'k• rhe wr are·· d ·~ E ·f h' 'd I 

ali- nunner. un t ·c I e people's nee s. ven 1 t ts 1 ea did affiect 
cr. ' f . forgorren t l . I . 
ht"l' Jlcu~eJ o hal tng . ·ce provision was srtl earned our by bureau-r , 3ged tn pracn ' . . . 

how wdfi~re 1~':1~ man. d 
10 0 

through rhe admtnlsrrattve process of reviewing 
cratic insoruoons rhar ha g 
.1nd approl'ing claims.. . ment and anger never sparked any acts of mass 

h 1 rhis dtsappotnr d Noner e ess, I . ed about rhe way they were treare in petition-
S ~·omen comp tun c 

proresr. ome ~ . d d h Nazi regime of its dury to care ror the relatives of 
lerrers and remtn e r e c. I . c . . d' 'd l ary . •' l'k rh is were very successru tn enrorcmg m lVI ua claims. dead soldrers. Lerrers t e . . . . . d' 

. . 1 rers gave citizens opporcunmes to participate tn tctaror-AJrhough permonary er f aki 
. h al en red criticism. They were a means o m ng some sorr of col-

sht~s. c ey sobprev he communication was kept between rulers and individuals.4s 
lecnve protest, ur r h 
In a sociery wirh nothing uncontrolled in rhe public sp ere, pro rest was unable to 

evoh•e. 
Under Nazi rule, welfare was not only an instrument for integration, but also 

a means of disciplining and marshalling people. Apart from the demand for good 
polirical behaviour, the female population was pressured when it came to issues of 
love and sexual relations outside marriage. The welfare administration was able ro 
"'irhdr:a~ pensions and benefits if women were declared 'unworthy', as they were 

cases of alleged adultery. In order ro formalize the process of withdrawal, a law 
passed in March 1943 ro make such action legal.49 

Analysis of rhis particular piece of marital legislation shows chat women were 
just passive recipients. When it came to the withdrawal of benefits, the admin­

istrarion did nor acr without corroborating evidence. Welfare officers needed 
confir.marion of their suspicions ··perhaps a newborn child that could not be the 
olfs~nng of rhe dead soldier. More often relatives, particularly the parents of the 
soldter, accused the widow of adultery and sued for an ex post divorce. 50 By doing 
so, parents had a better ch f · 1 b ance o enm emenr to ereavemenr payments. An ex post 

~ Talk delivered by che chief of ~cc . 
N_umbcrg, 6 Jan. 1941, BA-MA F 'b uon 3 of rhc .Wehrmachrsfursorge- und -versorgungs.amt 
F~~rge· und Versorgungsamr dt~~,. RW 1~!228; tnsrruction no. I for che SS·Fli.rsorgeoffiztere, 

See, for example, Frieda L r OK~n-SS Munchen, I June 1940, BA·MA Freiburg, RS 5/216. 
'
8 

Thomas Lindenberger, 'Dlko d 'I~July 19~2, BA-MA heiburg. RWI6/ll6. 
Hmschaft und Eigm-Sinn in tk:a~uk er <.renzen. Zur Einleirung', in Thomas Lindenberger (e<l.). 
1 ~~), 1.3-44, at 32. 1 tatur: Studim zur Gtullschafogeschichu dn- DDR (Koln et.al., 

5. Durchfiihrunono rd so F H· . ..,...ero nung zum F.h 
of Zi~rs;; to Panet-Kanzlci, 1 Feb~~~ v~m 18 ~an 1943, in RGBI. I (1943), 145. . 
minutes f 3 ~· l.andgerichrMunch ' A Berltn, R 3001/466; minutes of che sessro_? 
l.andguidt:~7;•on ofZivilkammer 3 eb ~9dgJa~. 1944, SeA Miinchen, Landgerichre 104St: 

I. ' cncht Miinchen I, 2 Mar. 1944, SeA Miinchcn. 
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I 
fleeted quctions relating ro inheritance. lhe 0 . I 

1
. . 

e a w :t d b s eta re.\ nv ot cari d,,orc d •ont~ll rhw curne out ro e much more com I h . . . ng 
r ddowl" " . p ex t .tn tt seemed in 
tor~ . I ·ve bluc:pruns. 

l..c>IS 311 d W ld \\f. the ·o . 'l't"'OS the Secon or ar wa~ quite unlike rh·· 1 " . w, l J 
c ctYI " • J W: C ~ nrst ..., or ll W ror I S ~olld \X'orl ar, ,c:rman women were not sol ·I . ar. 
ing r te c d I l . b c y anxtous about the 

o~r I . husbands an ma e re atrves, Ut were themselves . d 
. oft tetr . f . . ( h expose ro danger 
h,>ts 'd ut the populauons o cmcs w ere women often wcr . h . . · 
. r.u s p b d fi ld 11 e tn t e flll)onrv) j\tr . h. 01iddle of the at c: e . 10se v:ho lost their hom•" 1:r d .. • 
. hr 111 r c ~or suncrt: InJury 
rt~ded help. and nor everyone could coum on family and friends when looking for 
n d. drink, clothing, _and a pla~e to scay. The reception points wer~· therefore much 
foo dafter air ratds, especially by people who were home-ba•"d In 1 (requenre . f . . . ,,. · t le me.m-
• c: crories and ocher places o work looked after thc:1r emplo)·ees, and b ., ume. ra d .1 1. . d _L tlame 

nr for organizing at y 1v1ng un er LnC conditions of wa~ lr ··ould b . J imporra . . · ~ c S."lll1 

h reception pomrs had the same functton for non-worker~ Bo111}) ·d 
0 that r e · c • ur p~·o-

ple received nor only food ~nd clothes, but replacements for doc.:umcnrs such as 
idenriry cards, and also ran on scamps. Fur~ermo;e,. the .N S\' made evacu;Hion 

gements for rhose who had no occupauon w1rhm the cirvSt A studv of rh. arran . , · , c 
rescimonies of women from Kassel who expenenced the major air raid of 22 M.uch 

1943 reveals that they had to make use of rhe Parry's relief work in order 10 ensure 
rheir survival and that of their families. These testimonies \\ere collected by a com­
munity office searching for missing people. Some made their way to rhe archives 
and were later edited as survivors' accounts.~" Even though they we~ produced for 
a different purpose, they show clearly the efforts made by women to get on after ;tir 
raids. and co what extent they needed the assistance of me reception points. 

In post-air raid relief work, however, by far the most challenging task was ro 
manage evacuations. Official programmes were started in September 1940, send­
ing children from Berlin, Hamburg, and the Ruhr area ro rural regionsY Children 
under rhe age of six had to be accompanied by rheir mothers, who therefore had 
a chance to leave the bombed cities themselves. It was not unril the bombing 
became especially severe in 1942 that the Nazi leader~hip agreed [0 proceed with 
the evacuation of adults living in the cities. Women and rhe elderly with no work 
obligations had to go to 'non-threatened reception areas' where bombing was nor 
yer a part of everyday life. When the numbers of damaged homes rose and rhe 
disruption to essential services (electricity, gas. and water) increased, evacuation 
became nor only a question of safety, bur a necessicy: rhere was overwhelming 

S s~ Report on ' Die kricgsbedingre Tadgkeir der NS\ auf dem Gcbiclc: dcr Evakuicrun~ und 

Eo OctmaEnahmen nach Luftan<>rilfen' bv Karl H .• 19 Ma\· 1945, NARA RG 243/190/62/...4/04, 
nrry 6, Box 562 t> • · 
12 ' • 

~~ .See the sratcmenr by Luise G., 29 Mar. 1944, in 'Oberlebensbt'richre: Dec 22. Oktobt'r l94~ 
t:!7trat dcr Stadt Kassel (ed.), Prorokollr tkr \?emlijtmsudJsttllt tits ObfTbiirgtrmtl.ffm dn-~I 
((IJ) ;Kas.~l, 1993), 76-7; sratcmenr bY Lone G., 17 Mar. 1944, Magisrrar_ ddr ~ (cd) 
"- · 't ;,ot()kol~, 66-7; srarcment by Augus. re B 12 Apr. 1944. Magistrar der Sra r · ' 
17flfOIIIOut, 85-7 ·• 

)J c· I . o-·-L. . trcu ar ~ S b 1 . .,~.. M · Bormann to ru:JuQ-und p . rom t:t s ctrcr des Srellvenreters des Fw,rers. arun 'tukr ~. Dft 
A"ii!Jr:;:rcllen, 27 Sept. 1940, in Gerhard Kock, "Dtr FUhrfT sorgt for unsnt Ki .. ' · 

vmrhlcktmg im ZIVt"ittll Wtltkrieg (Paderborn. 1997), 353-8. 
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184 . . J.nuan 1945 the number of e\'aCUees reac\.., 
·...L. ..~... au~ In JA"' , '))' 1 _..~ h "CO dcpri,,.!io!l \\,wlll w- ~ . 1 sutisrics· I.B nu ton _peop e arrangcu t eir oY.'Jl 

9 
rnilJJOn.. .!.~rd:r.g ro ~~~ ined the NS\''s ('\-aruan?n programme. S4 

~tion. b~: d:e nuzono JO r m Karlsruhe. inten·1ewed by the Unirecl St.a.· 
t'l'2' '-' woman ,ro d h ..~_ .e:s • .-.:...,.three-.ear-o:~ (l .. ,--sS\ r~-~led how she an er u.aucluers 1~.:. _. ... ""\ ru~j , - ..._., ~ , ~ .... ..... ... me 

Bo -1..~ ~ ....... ..... "l•.sctit' IIW :; ~ ..... --- • . 19 •. 
- a .... - --• .rr~r ~ o~ ~- U• · - , -nry • . b· ..1. ro!d us to fea,-e Karlsruhe. Hundreds c; peo;:Je 

• ..1.. L.-d XUJ ,:t."lW 4 da So . ~ o.ili-'"1: of ux: • • ..1.- _,;0 n.a} school for 1 ys. we were ser.r to , 
~ .• cp l.!l UJ< \v·.... .. 

kf~ u-~ haC been P-· ~ r..::ft-n. It's ahom CWO hours br train. E\·en-;1-'-- II\">< !X . ~en~ LUJ.;;•· , ··~ ... 
s=ull r:r.m. ::::.c~:DL We "'1)[ 3 dip of paper and "'ere told where m go and v.{•en 
~for .and p= ' _ _ .L;:; hot.'1t' of a woman who had a big farm.~~ 
ro ~ U"e vre:e p:::! ut' m we 

, • 
0

: wo:nen who had no family to go to when their own 
<:T.:r L~~r= w~r.: p.en'! ' . f h . . 
~ · .l • ~ ::are [or e\"aC'Jees became one o t e mosr tmportam ~ks 
homes were ~~} ec, 1 • • • 1 · f d'- u1 • . __ ._ .. _:., ... ::;\' ·-ci od:er ~w orgamzauons. n spne o 111lc nes and 
unae~·en tr, 1-J-.- !'.... ~· • ds -'- -

,.. . . . • :. __ ...,.,-·0- "rn<"'amme (es~: .. lly towar me end ot ilie wa:) 
rontCS!O~ m u .. ~ o.•'*----c:. .. .t. .. r ·-;:-/' ~'*. .. • , 
~L.-

0
., e b.;,ion o: ±e t'SSBS, in iLS summanzmg report, srarea d~at ':he 

u1- m ·- . , S6 
ad'~ :3..;."!5 h1c o .!:weieheod i::s c:sad\'antages · 

\\:;.~~ u!:e rs53S ~re:-•ie'\\ers asked about evacuation experiences, r.1ey were 
t"t:y s-J;pr'.s~ by rh :oponcents' answers: they s.~owed much Jess dis.sads~~io:-, 
dla.: cl:!'y hac! ~.ed. T.ne official German intelligence repom had pict".!red a 

' • ~ ' ' .!.. .Jc • • 'th 1 TSSBS ··-hlzn Gcee m ~·~:L'r.~enr, c:l~ we mora.:e w\'lS on ot e -.... came :o a d.lire:en: 
ro;c -=sian. !r. ;i;:.is:ghr, o;oe may suspect that the majority of eYacuees valued r.t,ei; 

' . • ~ abo .t.. d·-cuJ · F rth d r.:eceru rer...e:'aon 2!:C. r:>~ :.lt we Uih. ues. u ermore, even 1; womel! - . -
were .d·..1??f wi::: ±e:r c~rrummr:ces away from home, this does nor mean :.1ev 
co:1de:n=led <he w::o~ S}~tm or q.:estior.ed the legitimacy of rhe regime. · 

Unh.a:?Y or nor. mar:y e\'r'.:2reG women relied on the NSV or rhe • lSf whl!e 
t.-.vellir..g ;o c.w: rC"'...eptior. 2reas, and ilia v•hen thev arrived. The!r needs, ior 
fumim.-e ~d a ?!4.:e w cook, and their troubles, perhaps friction with their h.os:s, 
'g'iYe cl:em reaso:J.S :0 get !n touch with the Nazi organizations, or else wim :he 
chu:che:s (which WP•e also 'e""" r ~ cd) Th used th' h 1 l h • • • ·: • • • J ... on ... em . e women 15 e p ;:o so Ye r e 
p.oblerr.s me-; tacec while ·~rd' .J-~~ d 1 · · - 'ilia 

.J' • • "" mg uuwn an eammg to get along m untam r 
surrounwngs. T'le stones the"\· mid Ia bo ddl. th . . .J. .-.:>.. n1 . •. . . rer a ut mu mg rough after the au ;aJcn 
......... , nor 0 y to ma.'\-ic!ua! arhi . b aJ . . a J.;...J. A- ·- · ... e"\emems, ut so to a collectiYe enrerpnse ana 

'"IT' """5'ct ot mutual support. 
Convmely, broad criticism fro th , • 

pans of its C\'aCUat. 
1
. · _m e e\'acuees could make the regime rernink 

JOn po ICY· Julia Torrie shov•s that its attitude towards family 

f 

r 
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changed during war. Sending women and childr [; ) 
~100:: husbands and fathers had to scay in the cities was a;' ~r frorn home 
...-.Jt th ...,.,_cuation pohcy. Bl• contrast, the French aurh .. tgruficant ekmem 
,~n .. · · . onues at th' · l--

ot : ...,.ether.~ In the German Retch, women v.rho reru ....~ ·..L~ tune """"P' 
•.,., 6 tup . ~ __ .J '1 oad ffi .t..• h mcu V.:lLUOUt pe . ~ nl)' increa5CU rai r tra c, v.mc was me..t--L.J TintS-
....~n (lOt 0 b • • fficia) d 'JJU<W.t:Q an\'W3V th-· I 
,... ~J th" r...uime \' tgnonng o or m ~. rhe auth .. " 1

' ~~ a;so 
:PJL~ctU ... -o~ · ..... · ·..... onues took 
· ·(.·: ... the ('\-acuation policy, for example bv denvtn!! rau'on ...1. me2Sllres 
~o .... - h L- kn ~ . " ~ car~ snuB I 

to • • rll se Perhaps t e uc::>l own or these is che one .L-- occu red . -scale 
~~~- . u~ r mW 

?• ~ i i October 1943, three hundred pe:o?le mOSt 0 r them . , ttten, 
11-h!n o. · h h f be' : • V.l\es or work-• tested aeamsr c e t reat o mg evacuated.. In the end I:L • 
-rs. P•0 ~ d a f • Protests wo.c: thiS ·' b' ed wirh the srea y uow o rerurnees, macie the Nau lead -..J:t: • • 
-:n lfl al' d h . ers muuuv theu 
•• -·~·1•0n poliC'.'. lhev re tze ( e\' coulc nor force adults 1•0 .,, -· . • 
~'1· ...-. · · • • · ........ •"'3CUauon. And 
-~.unme5 were scarred up tO enable men co \ish meir families in the . 

P = . , ~ A _ -r · • • . ha rccepuon 
~· ac least (\\1Ce a ) ear. n.:. 10rne snows, miS c nge of poliC\· fro 

1• ,.., • .~... • h ..., , arose m a 
;:~da:ion proc~ 10 ;nlC women, a.s members or the \'o!ksgnr.mzuhafi, had 
cll~ c!Wns recogmzed. 

CONCLUSIO~ 

1: is no coincidence that research imeresr in me roles of women in !\ari socim 
g::-~· j.L(! when historians began to reassess the social hisrory of. 'azi Gmna.n;, 
a.::c v.ere arguing that Volhg~m~inscha_f. was more man jusr a propaganda ~. 

_r lud some reality. Until recently, the o:erms Vo!ksgmO!Snl and \oihgmosri1111n1 
.-ere understood as being synonymous ,,iffi 'persecuro:s', bur the piaurev.-e nov.: 
~ is far more refined. Study of rhe Volksgmossinnm o2ers a way of descn"bing 
women's beha\iour, action, and invo1vemem bc•·ond £raditiorua1 categories such 
as 'perserucors', 'bystanders', and 'vicrims'. Th~ car~ries re\'Ohe around Naz.i 

--cmnes and me question of how far rhe female population was complidt in them. 
Th;re were many areas in which \vomen did nor partidp.are in the persecution 
f'OilCy, bur nevertheless imerac£ed wirh rhe l':azi recime. Until now, in historical 
research, these areas have remained more or less 'out=-of focus'; but current im-esti· 
ga:ions of the Volksgmossinnm re\·eal 'non~r semi-public actions of women' and 
relate them r • f c h f · · b·t· · o new pomts o rererence: the co esion o warume socrety, mo trung 
£:J'1lCtures, and lhe practice of Nazi welfare. 
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of women wnh the political atms of the ~azt regune and of overestimating the 
cohesive force within ~azi society. If we dtd that, we \vould be returning to the 
concepts of roralirarianism in. a hisro?·-from-below pe~spective. It is essemial lt> 

see rhar rhe politics surroundmg the tdea of Vofksgememschaft nor only aimed to 

achieve consent, but also created differences, and even conflict. 
Finally, researchers should pay attention to unintended developments which 

mav ha\·e had an influence bevond the ~azi period. A crucial concern of social . . 
hisrorians is ro detect long-term shifts and currents. Ho\v the Nazi regime {v.+jrb 
hsred only rweh-e years) affected later social and culrural developments is one of 
the most interesting questions. Tim ~ Iason once expressed some srriking rhoucll:s 
on rhe ·modern form of domesticity as a specific reaction to moderni;rion d 
bureaucrarizar!on' .6:. Following his suggestion, this essav ends by raising a signS· 
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::.- nons, an women rh l , b separated it f h . . emse ves continued to commend this work, U! ce'lf 
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to how men who had h d . tmenston that had been present. In star· con 4.)1 

pasts, this separa · a an lfl\'Ol\'ement with the Nazi regime had to face thee 
non was possibl d ld e an cou be done quite smoothly. 
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