Generic template for 1500-word essay in Historiography II
 
This essay is very short. The aim is to find a source and problematise it. We want to see that you can a) locate a primary source on your own; and b) analyse it, keeping in mind the perspectives of recent historiographical trends (in this case, the New Imperial History or Environmental History).
 
Below is a very generic template. Feel free to riff on it as you see fit.
 
1. Identify the source: ‘The source that I have chosen is x (a letter, diary, report, law, speech, object, fiction, piece of art… pretty much anything!).’
 
1. Contextualise it:
Who, what, where and when?
 
1. Problematise it, teasing out its meaning/historical significance: 
‘This source is interesting because it can tell us something about…’ – for example (depending on the year and the weekly topics-not all the below are taught every year):
· Imperial careering
· the European imperial imagination
· the ‘othering’ process between cultures
· gender or racial hierarchies and/or power relations
· sexual or ethnic identities and how they relate to processes of empowerment and disempowerment, inclusion and exclusion
· material culture and the objects a society deems valuable or not
· emotional ‘regimes’ and how societies structure emotional expression
· public memory and the political struggles to define it
· intellectual ideas and how they are constructed, diffused and imbibed
 
Be sure to refer to the source itself to tease out its historical meaning and/or significance, keeping the historiographical trends we are discussing in the module in mind. 
 

 
1. If you were to relate your chosen primary source to other primary sources (you don’t have space to do so in this essay, of course), what other sources would you want to look at and what questions would you want to ask of them in your quest to tease out their historical significance? Just as a detective begins with a general question (Who dunnit?) then refines and expands upon it as they come across evidence (Where did the weapon come from? What was the motive?), the historian usually begins with a general question (e.g., how did this particular society structure its notions of gender?) then refines it as they come across primary sources (How are gender hierarchies and power relations revealed in this text?) 

In short, try to think of yourself less as a student who answers question that the teacher provides and more like a historian who crafts their own questions depending on the sources they find. The weekly readings you are learning about will help you craft those questions. 

We encourage you to find sources related to historical periods you have studied. Familiarity with the basic context will help you make sense of the source you choose. 

