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Slough has been a pioneer in many things.
It was the guinea pig town for safety regu-
lations, it had the first trading estate and
the first industrial health centre. Now it has
made the first detailed survey of the social
and racial problems of Commonwealth
immigration.

Three years ago the council for social
services, with the help of grants from the
county and local authorities and the Slough
social fund, was able to appoint a full time
general secretary, Mr. Ben Israel, a young
American. His report Colour and Comnii-
nity (from the Community Centre, Slough,
price 5s 6d post free) has been published
with financial help from the Slough borough
council.

The survey was carried out by a voluntary
group. This limited the size of the sample
of persons who could be seen, but one is
impressed by its thoroughness and by the
wholehearted cooperation of the immi-
grants. The document which served as the
brief for the personal visits included 56 very
comprehensive questions. They covered im-
migration background, marriage, household
and family composition, housing, employ-
ment, migration within Britain, education,
social life, recreation and leisure activities,
and problems and difficulties. The picture of
the life of the immigrant built up is surpris-
ingly full. Coloured immigrants are usually
not forthcoming in their response to ques-
tionnaires, partly from bewildered strange-
ness and language difficulties, partly from a
fear that inquiries will reveal their infringe-
ment of health conditions by overcrowding.
We are assured, however, that on this occa-
sion, once the unofficial and confidential
nature of the inquiry was understood, the
immigrants “showed no hesitation in giving
full and complete answers”. The numerical
breakdown of the replies to the various
questions shows this to be true.

There is one obvious criticism to be made.
The sample was small, The survey is based
on the replies of only 165 immigrants and
314 of the “host community” (a neat des-
cription of the non-coloured residents). Care
was taken to make the immigrants’ sample
representative of their countries of origin
and the local sample reflective of the town’s
population. Even so one must be cautious in
accepting all the conclusions, especially
about the resident British because their ques-

- tionnaire was sent by post and over one
third did not reply. Answers would be likely
to come from those most concerned about
racial relations, not necessarily typical.

The population of Slough was returned as
80,781 in the 1961 census. It is estimated to
be more than 84,000 now. There is no exact
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WELFARE & WORK

How immigrants live

A survey in Slough dispels some myths but confirms that housing is a

crucial difficulty.

figure of the immigrant population, and the
survey is a little vague in its estimate. It
says that including minors the immigrants
may well number between 5,500 and 7,000.
If we put the figure at 6,000, this is just over
7 per cent of the Slough population, more
than three times as high as the national
average.

The immigrants are almost entirely from
India, the West Indies and Pakistan. The
survey estimates that among the adults the
respective numbers are approximately: In-
dians 2,100, West Indians 1,800, and Paki-
stanis 600. When asked why they came to
Slough, 117 out of 165 said they were
attracted by the employment opportunities;
the district employment exchange records
over 1,200 vacancies for jobs. It is indicative
of the close community among immigrants
that 73 reported that they had friends al-
ready living in Slough and 38 that they had
relatives.

A surprising number are working in semi
skifled and skilled trades, mostly acquired
since they came to England. Of the 165,
only 48 were in unskilled employment, 82
in semi skilled, and 24 in skilled. The net
weekly wages, after deducting tax and insur-
ance charges, are given as: under £10, 24;
£10 to £12, 41; £12 to £16, 75; £16 to £20,
12. Two immigrants report net wages of over
£20 weekly. One can appreciate what a
magnet these rates of pay will have been.
The immigrants mostly came to Britain
from agricultural areas in their own coun-
tries, with sustenance level wages and only
seasonal employment.

There is one disturbing feature in this
section of the report. Only 37 of 154
workers are stated to be members of trades
unions. This reflects a serious gap in inte-
gration with their fellow workers.

Work and wages are not a problem in
Slough. Houses are. Workers pour into the
town because of the availability of employ-
ment, but there is no accommodation for
them. Overcrowding is rife. During three
months I wrote to 123 couples whose wed-
dings had been reported. I had replies from
69 and none had been able to get a house;
all were living with in-laws or in one and
two room lodgings.

When the local residents have these diffi-
culties the crowded conditions of the immi-
grants can be understood. The number of
immigrants -to a room is twice as high as
that of the general population. Generally
one room is used for living and sleeping and
more often than not it is shared between
individuals and even families. These are the
figures. Not shared: Indian, 31; Pakistani,
2: West Indian, 44. Shared: Indian, 58:

Fenner Brockway

Pakistani, 18; West Indian, 52. An insight
into the overcrowding is shown by the num-
ber of WCs per person. Indians: WCs 16,
persons 97; Pakistanis: WCs 3, persons 29;
West Indians: WCs 15, persons 86. Larger
rooms are often used as dormitories with
three or four beds each. Sometimes each bed
will be used by more than one person on a
shift basis, with five or six persons sleeping
in them.

Most of the houses occupied by immi-
grants are immigrant owned. This is possible
even in overcrowded Slough by a number
of individuals pooling their resources to pur-
chase a house. Sometimes one individual by
austere living will save enough to buy a
house and he will then let out rooms or beds
to others. The survey estimates that one or
more rooms in 80 to 95 per cent of the
houses owned by coloured immigrants are
regularly let to persons other than members
of the owner’s family. It is a lucrative busi-
ness. Extortionate landlords are not limited
by race.

The charge is often made against immi-
grants that they are content with cramped
housing because of the primitive circum-
stances from which they have come. The sur-
vey does not bear this out. It reports that
77 per cent are dissatisfied with their housing
and unhappy about it. It is often said also
that they are conditioned to filthy and un-
hygienic conditions, The survey repudiates
this impression emphatically. It records that
“the interiors of virtually all the many dwell-
ings visited during the study were visibly
clean and neat”.

It is inevitable that in overcrowded Slough
there should be resentment against the occu-
pation of accommodation by 6,000 immi-
grants. The survey reports that 49 out of
142 men and 72 out of 140 women gave the
housing of immigrants as the first ground
of criticism. (Other reasons in order of
priority were: background and ways of life,
lower standard of living, taking jobs, and
inability to speak English.) The resentment
on housing gives rise to many false allega-
tions. It is widely charged that immigrants
enjoy priority for council houses and that
they are provided before residents who have
been for many years on the housing list.
The survey records that of the 6,800 coun-
cil houses fewer than ten are occupied by
coloured families.

Most of the immigrants are married. Of
those questioned, 10.4 per cent of the In-
dians were single males, only one of the
Pakistanis was single (one divorced and
another awaiting divorce) and 28.4 per cent
of the West Indians were single, of whom
five were female. The immigrant popula-

T
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tion as a whole is “young aduit”. T!
median age among the Indians seen was 3
among the Pakistanis 32 and among tl
West Indians 29. Very frequently the wiv
had been left in the country of origin, ter
porarily at least. Of the married Indiar
63.8 per cent have their wives residing wi
therm. When asked about plans to have thi
families come to Britain, 14 Indians 1
plied that they hope to bring their depe
dants to this country, eight were undecidi
and three reported that they do not inte
to transfer their families.

Many more of the married Pakista
were living without their wives, perhaps |
cause many of them are more recent aj
vals. Only 15.8 per cent have been joir
in this country by their families. Five
the Pakistanis plan to bring their fami
here, nine have decided against, and two
undecided. Tt is possible that these decisil
are influenced by a reluctance to have M
lem wives exposed to the less formal
restrictive social environment here. It n
also be due to an intention of the Pakist:
to return to their own country.

As many as 89.6 per cent of the mar|
West Indians have their wives with them.
the remainder, four have decided to bi
their families over, and one is undecide

1t is sometimes said that coloured im
grant marriages invariably result in I
numbers of children and that this will in 1
threaten white Britain, The Slough sus
does not endorse this thesis. It was fo
that 67 Indian couples have a total of
children, that is 2.36 children per marri
Two of the Indian marriages are child
The largest Indian family includes five ¢
dren. Eighteen Pakistani marriages |
brought 52 children, or 2.88 children
marriage, One couple has no children;
largest family includes four children. T

of the West Indian couples reported no
dren, and 45 couples have a total of
children, or about 2.51 per marriage.
A section of the report deals with he

Tt disposes of the allegation often made

immigrants spread infection of tubercu

and venereal diseases. It finds no evid

that either of these diseases among i

grants “necessitates immediate or u

concern” and says that the health pro

in these respects is social rather than r

Similarly the allegation that immigrant

more prone to crime is rebutted. The st

states that crime is not proportion
greater among them than the residen

Slough as a whole.

The absence of a working knowled;

English among Indians and Pakis

“approximately 55 per cent either ¢

not speak English at all or could only

municate in a fragmentary form of Eng
creates difficulties in medical treatment

Slough health centre attempts to meel

by issuing pamphlets in Urdu, Hindi

Punjabi, but doctors find it difficult to u

stand patients in their surgeries. H:m.

lem of the education of the children i

more difficult. The progress of English

dren in primary classes is sometime
structed by the delays caused in atte

to non-English speaking children. S

has done something about this by ap!

ing two Pakistani women to teach Er

How do the immigrants spend
feisure hours? It would appear that
greatest relaxation is social conversatia
visits one to another. The table of recr

and leisure activities is one of the m

vealing in the report. Here it is conde
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