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Integration:
the reality

The main immigrant groups
in Birmingham are Pakistani,
Irish and West Indian. On
this page, Pakistanis spend
Saturday afternoon listening
1o the juke box in a cafe.
Opposite, top, an Irish
woman who lived with her
jamily in one room and
became seriously ill until
rehoused by the Sparkbrook
Axs wion, an organisati
that bueys empty properties
and lets them fo people in
need, Bottom right, a family
of West Indians in the
doorway of their home.

judice, provided his tenant pays the rent.

The immigrant in Birmingham, however, cannot
look to a large-scale entrepreneur like Rachman to
provide him with lodgings. He usually looks to a
small-scale man, an immigrant like himself, who, in
order to house himself, must also house others.

The lodging house proprietor must buy a certain
type of house. This is determined by the circum-
stances in which his enterprise is financed. Unable to
get a mortage in the ordinary way, because he is a
single man or because he does not intend to stay
long, he borrows £800-£1,000 from friends and kins-
men and then gets a five or seven year bank loan to
cover the difference of £1,000. To pay back these
Joans he must use his house intensively in order to
earn rent. The big old houses therefore commend
themselves for their rent-earning potential. More-
over, they are too large for family use and having
only short periods of their lease to run are not much
sought after by anyone else.

Multi-occupation, once it is established, soon
spreads. It may not be true, as is sometimes alleged,
that it causes prices of neighbouring houses to fail.
Tn our experience it forced prices up, as houses which
were not marketable suddenly found a new use. But
what was much more important was that the whole
area quickly went down in status.

No sense of responsibility
Whether the inhabitants were immigrants or not,
multi-occupation would have certain conséquences,
The tenants feel no responsibility for the garden, the
passages or the house as a whole, The landlord does
not care because he has only a short lease and may
base his whole enterprise on the assumption of the
total loss of the house. Fifteen inhabitanfs generate
three times as much garbage as five, although the
Salvage Department does not increase the scale of
its services. And high rents leave little surplus for
care of their rooms to the tenants,

Socially, too, multi-occupation has clear conse-
quences. Once one assumes that the landlord will
have anyone who is willing to pay with no questions
asked, the tenants are likely to include not only immi-
grants but all sorts of social deviants, and most
especially prostitutes, whose special virtue lies in the
rent they will pay for the intensive use of their rooms.

In strict sociological terms what emerges is not a
ghetto. For the immigrants will be of all races. And
they will live alongside and above and below the
flotsam and jetsam of the host society. But the fact
is that the immigrants do, on the whole, live here.
They do not belong to Birmingham as a whole. They
belong to the marginal world of the twilight zone.
The problem of integration is the problem of getting
them out of it.

Peter Bovee

NEW SOCIETY 12 AUGUST 1965

There are, of course, also within this multi-racial
community of the {wilight zones, social and cultural
colonies for each of the ethnic groups. But there are
important differences between these, of which three
major types represented by the Irish, the West Indian
and the Pakistani stand out.

The Irishman is headed for assimifation. When he
has served his term in the twilight zone he will find
his way eventually to a public or private suburbia.
In the meanwhile, he has pubs and cafes to go to
where the clientele is Irish and the likelihood is that
he will make his attendances at Mass and be spiritu-
ally and morally cared for, if he wishes, by a Church
which, though its local manifestations are Irish, is
an integrated part of English culture.

The West Indian also aspires to assimilation. He
has no elaborate system of extended kin, no religion
of his own and no highly organised ethnic com-
munity. If he is a Christian he may belong to a
small Holiness sect, but the majority will join the
Methodist, the Seventh Day Adventist or the Angli-
can church. He lacks the organisational basis for
the formation of a colony and such organisations as
he may help to form will be in part concerned with
fighting discrimination, in part with improving com-
munications with the host society. He has his Satur-
day night parties and his cricket or football team
which retain their Caribbean character. But in the
serious part of his life he is deliberately concerned
with becoming a fully integrated Englishman.

The Pakistani’s immigration is far more transitory,
as the sex-ratio of twelve men to one woman shows.
Yet his presence is far more evident. Unprovided
for in many ways by English society, he builds his
own world and protects himself with neighbourly
organisations and with property. He provides hous-
ing for himself and his kin, and has shops, cafes, films,
newspapers and even banking facilities provided by
his own countrymen. He may not be a very good
Muslim, but he says his prayers regularly and he
contributes towards the fund which will provide a
big new mosque. He lives within his own community
and survives with a minimum of English.

This is the most self-contained of all the colonies.
The Pakistanis are, in a technical sense, a pariah
group performing essential services for the twilight
zone as a whole, but culturally they do not become
members of the society in which they live. Only
the children and the occasional man who has a lasting
sexual liaison with a white girl start making faltering
steps towards assimilation.

The Birmingham corporation has appointed a
liaison officer whose official terms of reference are to
integrate the immigrants, But the task is mechanic-
ally conceived. The liaison officer does not work
with and through the immigrant organisations trying
to understand the subtle differences between the situa-

NEW SOCIETY 12 AUGUST 1965

tions of the various communities
and helps some of them as individu
his terms of reference as meaning {
normal rights for the immigrants
their conformity with English custa
he regards the first part of his tas)
pleted and, apart from providing
on housing and other difficultic
problem as that of discouraging
ample, kinds of cooking and late-n
are offensive to the English.

It is important to ask in the lj|
debate about integration whethes
laison office has achieved anythin)
of the immigrants live in the t
council policy is likely to keep ti
who wish to do so may find their
integration against very difficult ol
were very few indeed who felt th:
had made much difference one wa

Nor could it be said that the Bir
tion had any other policy which
tion. Accepting as inevitable th:
gone over to multi-occupation,
should not be allowed to spread.
put through Parliament a local Bil
to register lodging houses compuls
registration where the amenity of
disturbed. In other words, multi-
spread and the immigrants will sta;

In fact in the last few week!
council has shown that it is even
development plans rather than acc
ties for rehousing immigrants. A
part of Sparkbrook has been rejectl
ing to a member of the public wou
immigrant families would have ha

Reinforcing ¢
The government’s new policy a
if anything, reinforce the tendent
gation which exist in Birmingham
registration of lodging houses wi
policy and though this could be
them, it is certainly more likely to
of concentration and segregation.
cial aid promised by Harold Wilsg
immigration is to be used not to a
ing programme or redevelop the
to pay social workers if they ari
beyond this there is to be a sy
national committees. We cannot,
that in some areas there may na
committees, and it may be that so1
will appoint highly-trained ani
workers. But this is unlikely unl
are truly representative of immigr:
guarantee and little likelihood thd

The crux of an effective integrai
ing. and since no local authority
politically possible to shift its exist
housing immigrants, the only way
housing would be to give additio
Or better still, the government col
tions akin to new towns corpora
comprehensively the twilight zol
moment, will not be redeveloped 1
cils dare not face the responsibility
pesidents, When this has been don
o address ourselves to the subtl
gralion, encouraging the transientt
family life, which is a precondit
educating and ensuring opportuni
ghildren, and, with the aid of the
themselves, helping newcomers to
the problems of personal demor:
cily presents.

These latter tasks will be diffici
i6 idle to pretend that much can b
%0 long as the bigger public system
diserimination goes unchecked.
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