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Pakistanis in Bradford |

John Barr

“Ther a’reet sa long as they don’t bol
me”’—with this crisp comment over a pint
in the Flying Dutchman, an old Bradford
man summed up the prevailing attitude
of his townsmen to the new Bradfordians
among them: more than 12,000 immi-
grants from Pakistan, India, and the West
Indies. Outside in Lumb Lane, the scene
seemed to more than confirm his view:
Muslim butchers ::L Urdu speaking bar-
bers and Hindu greengrocers comfortably
coexisting with m: ilish shops: along the
pavement glumfaced Pakistanis clutching
s against the November wind
rubber limbed Jamaicans brandishing
transistors at full volume and English girl-

mothers pushing prams filled with cafe au

£i

fait faces; in the smoke blackened back to’

backs beyond the shops, white housewives
at one window, coloured at the next. To
all appearances a scéne of multi racial
of social -integration.
er places the harmony was
yparent. Behind the doors of the
Club at the lower end of Lumb
a magnificently moustachioed
y Pakistani, his voice nearly drowned
by a juke box thump out the latest
Karachi hit parade, pro :
nd is the best country in the world
A cluster of young,
ed Pakistanis hooted sharply and
ilitantly: They paid more for car
i down payments were
y couldn’t get white

:_r:_:sr
three times |
collar jobs.
Nearby in Great Horton Road at the
Pak Social C its walls lined with one
armed bandits a ,a t.%r?i with coloured
photos of f ed Karachi starlets, a
Pakistani bus r_:c.r r spoke with resigned
bitterness: His people were the first to
be .:?r.d his people couldn'’t get mort-
gages, his people were insulted on buses.
/i a mile away in Hall Ings at the
ces of Bradford’s local paper. the
:_5 of Letters to the Editor revealed all
too clearly the grievances and prejudices
of an immoderate and invariably anony-
mous minority of white Bradfordians:
““The filthiest slum house here is better
than they live in back home” (signed Ex
Far East Land Forces) or **Saris abound
in the Corporation housing estates while
respectable young white couples start life
in a back to back" (signed Stay White)
It does not, then, take long for a v
to Bradford to sense the subterranean
resentments on both sides that threaten
racial ?:_::_: in a city where today
nearly 1 in every 20 inhabitants, 1 in every
13 workers, 1 in every 4 busmen, 8 in
every 10 nightshift textile workers are
col loured. Yet one senses something more
sienificant—the old Bradford man’s
“they're all right if” verdict was essen-
tially right; while ““social integration” m
be little more than a social worker's
dream, racial coex _,._r:..r is a fact of Brad-
ford life. It is a quite remarkable coexist-
ence which, if one is less idealistic and
more realistic, is perhaps the best any
English city w :: a large immigrant popu-
Jation can hope for in this gene .:5: Why
has race not become a political in

Bradford? Why have Bradford’s racial
relations been unmarred by violence?

A contributing factor is undoubtedly
Bradford’s long history of invasion by out-
siders: from Flemish weavers and Ger-
man wool merchants to Irish navvies and
post war Eastern European refugees to,
finally, today’s Commonwealth immi-
grants. This has certainly contributed to
a generally tolerant, unshocked attitude
towards new arrivals.

Bradford is also fortunate in that it does
not suffer from the critical housing pres-
sures that inflame racial antagonisms in
the booming, overcrowded Midlands. The
city’s population of just under 300.000
has remained stable over the past decade
despite the irflux of immigrants and the
Corporation’s ambitious redevelopment
scheme is providing new estate housing at
a rate paralleling slum clearance. Since
the vast majority of Pakistanis are single
men (or marriecd men without their
f ies) they do not seek family housi
in direct competition with white Brac
fordians. Even the classical complaint that
immigrants lower house and land values
does not apply to the same degree in
Bradford; curiously, in certain arcas of
dense immigrant population, the new
Bradfordians have kept values by
buying old, depressed properties that the
English buyer simply doesn’t want.

In at least the present scene of
employment, most white Bradfordian
sensible enough to appreciate the econ-
omic contribution of immigrants and know
that the city's transport, the local hospital
services, and the woollen mills would li
or even collapse without 1

workers. Even in the event of a local trade
recession, there might not be a crisis; the
fact that the single Pakistani males are
extremely mobile and prepared to move to
another area in Britain if made redundant
in Bradford means that relatively few-

now 215 immigrants among 1,250 un-
employed—remain to compete for jobs
with whites or to support the unjustified
complaint that the first two, and only,
words a Pakistani learns are *“‘Natio
Assistance”. In fact, nearly all Pakistanis
are in Bradford to work for an intended
period of five-seven years, save £400-£550)
ir weekly pay packets of about
mills or £16 on the r:,r, ,:.L

ize this.

. the moderate and responsible
approach of Bradford’s only
aph & Argus—has undoubt-
d local opinion to tolerate if
the immigrants. The paper’s
rles Leach, emphasizes that he
does not play down incidents which could
create racial tensions, but *‘keeps incidents
in proportion, treats them on their news
not sensation wvalue” ¢ Telegraph is
widely praised by moderates in Bradford,
1 more than one less moderate B

1 expressed a view that the pap
“has _:,._ faced up to the real situation.”
Yet there seems little doubt that the
Telegraph has kept the temperature down,
avoiding such mflammatory banners as

PAKISTANIS BLAMED IN SMALLPOX CITY
(during 1962 outbreak of smallpox—or
as some angry townspeople called it
“Pakibox™) and DIRT AND PAKISTANIS
(in response to the complaints of a 20 year
old Young Conservative}—both of which
were used by the Leeds based Yorkshire
Post.

But this is not to suggest that Brad-
ford’s racial coexistence is without prob-
lems or tensions which, given the right
(or should one say wrong?) circ umstances
could upset the rather tenuous balance.
These problems and tensions are cenired
almost wholly on the Pakistani com-
munity, which makes up three quarters of
Bradford’s immigrant population.

The Pakistani single men are forced by
gconomic circumstances, “English only™
policies here and there, and their desire
to save money to overcrowd mulii-
occupied :c_,:.n,. in slum areas. Without
their wives to housckeep, they general
have :n::nﬁ the inclination nor—after,
say, a twelye hour night shift wool comb-
ing and scouring—the physical energy to
tidy their rooms, thus contributing to
white complaints of dirt and squalor. The
housing situation was unfortunately ag
gravated recently when Bradford Corpora-
tion took over a large Victorian house,
split it into flatlets for 15 Pakistani males,
and installed all mod cons—at a total cost
of £6,500. When, to their astonishment,
they were unable to fill the flats, many
ratepayers were angered by the waste of
money and confirmed- in their view that
Pakistanis preferred to live in filth, What
they—and the Corporation—overlooked
was that the weekly rent of 30s-35s was

ape
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twice what the average Pakistani pay:
multi occupied house, that he simply
fers the company of a number o
countrymen to a single or double r
that ro:::c::_ living saves on heatin|
cooking bills, and that :_ Corpor
hostel smacked of official rather than
chosen segregation.

Health is a critical problem in Vi
the high incidence of I'B among Paki
—more than 20 times the rate for

Bradfordians. A common assumpti
:_.: Pakistanis always bring it with |
in fact more than half contract 1
Bradford., Overworked, ofien cor
tionally frail, living in overcrowded
ditions, stinting on food to save n
terrified of losing their jobs and
sent home, the Pakistanis are not
highly /:,._.r_fdrf to infection but
to conceal it us long as possible.

Venereal disease has increased by
one fifth each year: of 707 new ca
gonorrhoea among males in Bradfo
vear, 279 were Asian immigrants
West Indian, 148 Eng
r._f? among females, 2 were /

est Indian, 212 English. Dr. ? m,
_uo_:..:. LLE: ‘medical officer of |
says these statistics clearly reflect t
that VD is spread essentially by I
girls, a small ¢olony of young whitt
often Borstal excapees, who form a |
Young Girl Ne twork, roaming |
seeking out concentrations of immi

Some take Pakistani consorts anc
down o raise a family (an “i
tion”” of sorts) but a majority #r
girls’ in the literal sense. They ring
bells in Lumb Lane and other imn
districts and offer themselves for £1
moving in a single day :‘o_: one
the street to the other, earning as
as £30 a week. Like the milkman. d
time is often about 6 a.m. as Pal
come off the night shift at the mill

Those men not too exhausted b
find it ..:3?:__. to resist and it is no»
there have been complaints by resp
English :oc(rf,,? of beihg og
Pakistani men; :F: only € x_,a:r_
been with call girls, and they ima|
Englishwomen are like that, Both
brushes with the law and because,
Dolton put it “the English pro
hiome is her castle,” the girls alway
the man’s room and are deeply ©
if it is suggested that men ¥
their often houseproud bed sitters

Education has been less a prol

Bradford than in many immigran

the 1,500 Commonwe alth 1m
children in the city’s schools ro
only 3 per cent of the total.

552 are Pakistanis, 569 _.::,Ep o

408 have been classified as “non-

speaking”. Fortunately the proble

far restricted principally to the

rather than secondary schools, i

the past two years the local ec

authority has held concentrated
language classes al one mixed sch
couraging the immigrants o pa
with their English ;r:oc::,:n/.

assembly, and all possible acli

But when schools reopened ti

314 new immigrant children regi

an indication that more and mor

tanis are in fact remaining in Bri
bringine their families ove
dall, assistant education officer, &
the city's “already al
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