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The coloured
man’s view of
the British

sleep at night until I had straightened her out. But
the whites don’t mind.”

When asked to pick the appropriate adjective
among “oversexed/normal/undersexed/don’t know,”
13 out of the 14 Asians choose “oversexed” for white
women and eight do the same for white men. In both
cases, more than half of the Afro-Caribbeans say
“don’t know”; and most of the rest think the white
men and women “normal.”

Nazir Khan says: “Go to any Indian or Pakistani
house: you'll never see any nude pictures. Go to any
white man’s house: you'll always see nudes. They'll
arrest you if you show someone in nude in India or
Pakistan,” Hameed Baksh and Avtar Singh Ojagger
think white women are oversexed and white men
undersexed—but it is the reverse with the [Asian]
coloured people, “White women like to have inter-
course every night,” says Fameed Saksh. “They like
to try different men. The white women are healthy:
they can have intercourse at night, get up in the
morning and go off to work. Not so with the Pakis-
tani woman. She’s not so healthy. If she has sex at
night she’ll still be recouping from it next morning.”
Avtar Singh Ojagger explains the virility of Indian
men thus: “Back in Punjab we had lots of stimulants:
bhang, charas, ganja and afeem. They make the
sexual intercourse last longer. Here we have nothing
~—only drinks: they make you piss too often.”

All the Asians say that their “way of marriage” is
different from that of the whites and use the term
“arranged marriage” for it. In such an ‘“arranged
marriage,” the parents bring their children together,
though the marriage does not take place unless the
boy and girl consent, The Asians I talked to prefer
arranged marriages to love marriages by a margin
of 9:3. :

Abdul Kazi, a Pakistani bachelor of 28, explains:
“In arranged marriage, your parents find out the
background of the other party, their lineage, and
collect secret information . , . It’s like two countries
wanting to sign an important treaty. In love marriage,
the boy and girl are always trying to impress each
other directly. They put on a kind of facade .. . but
the initial halo is soon worn off.” Seventeen year old
Dharam Singh Kamboj, who has been going to
school here for the past eight years, says: “In love
marriage the girl knows too much about you. In
arranged marriage it’s all new for both. Love just
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begins . . . ninety per cent of the arranged marriages
succeed.”

On coloured/white intermarriage, Asians and
Afro-Caribbeans show wide divergence: ten of the
Asians are against it but only four of the Afro-

" Caribbean. Three of the Asians and ten of the Afro-

Caribbeans feel that this kind of decision is up to the
boy and girl.

Those Afro-Caribbeans who are against such mar-
riages feel strongly on the subject. “We don’t want
to get mixed up with them through blood,” says
Jacob Williamson, a 34 year old college lecturer—
“We’re racially mixed. But see where it has led us: to
the bottom,” says Martin Perkins, a 32 year old
Jamaican postal worker. “No: we must keep up the
dignity of our race.” Trinidad-born Barry Andrews,
18, said: “Not interested in them white girls.”—
Warren Watkins is against inter-racial marriage but
“I may have to accept it for my sons. They’re grow-
ing up in a white country.” Watkins, 34, is a father of
two children.

The Asians are primarily concerned with the cul-
tural clash. Savitri Bhandhbari, aged 37, an Indian
housewife, says: “A white girl will find it difficult to
adjust to our way of life . . . How sad it will be for
me not to be able to talk to my own daughter-in-law
. . . unless she learns Punjabi or Hindi. Will she?”
The lone Asian dissenter, Abdul Kazi, says: “Inter-
racial marriage will dispel fear and ignorance of
the whites. They don’t know us at all. Through inter-
marriage they will. It'll create better understanding
all round.”

My respondents feel that there is less family loyalty
among the whites than-among themselves (30: 0); that
white children are disrespectful to their parents
(24:0); that white parents are permissive to their
children (21:1); and that young whites are incon-
siderate to their elders (24:0).

Maria Laws, a 40 year old Guyanian widow, says:
“Every day on BBC you hear sos messages: ‘Will so-
and-so please get in touch with such-and-such hos-
pital where his father or mother is dangerously ill.”
Obviously the parent and child have been out of
contact for years. This will never happen with us.”
Hameed Baksh singles out “mothers and daughters”
among the whites who “have any worthwhile rela-
tionship.” Punjab-born Ranjit Kapur, aged 28, de-
plores the fact that “in this country you can’t beat
your own children.” Gurdev Kaur Gabbi is alone
in thinking that “white parents are strict with their
children: they have fixed times for play and sleep.
Indian parents are not so strict.”

Are white people seen as “physically superior/the
same/physically inferior”? Are they seen as
“healthy /normal/unhealthy”? The white man is
judged healthy (20; normal, 9) and physically “the
same” (20; inferior, 4).

Barry Andrews, aged 18, says: “We're no different
[physically]. In school the white boys pick on you
and pick on you. And one day you get vicious, real
vicious, and lick them. So they think the coloured
blokes are stronger than them. We are not.” Hameed
Baksh thinks the whites are healthy because “the
government takes care of them. We have to look
after our families [financially]. And cur family starts
with grandparents and ends with grandchildren.”

To the coloured observer, the white male is “aver-
age” in looks (24; good-looking, 5) and ‘badly
dressed” (11; well-dressed, 11). The white female is
“average” in looks (15; good-looking, 12) but well-
dressed (20; normal, 7).

Ranjit Kapur, who has been in Britain since 1962,
says: “Their women are like houris!” (But he went
home to Punjab to get married.) Kamala Shah, a
young Gujrati-Indian housewife from East Africa,
says: “We have our standards of beauty, they have
theirs.” But another Indian housewife, Gurdev Kaur
Gabbi, gave a copy of Filmfare (an Indian film
magazine) to her white neighbour “to show her how
fabulous our film stars are.” Abdul Kazi thinks
white women appear good-looking because “they
apply so much make-up.”

As for dressing: “Even factory girls wear good

e
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dresses: they like to look good even
not educated,” says Kamala Shah. “W!
care about dress,” says Avtar Singh.
wish I had women’s wear here instead
remarked with a sweeping gesture towa
stall.

Eight out of the 14 Asians think the
ally dirty” whereas 13 out of the 16 Al
consider them “clean” or “normal.”

The whites are quiet (18; normal, 9
normal, 9), formal (17; normal, 10
normal, 8), individualistic (19; normal
(18; normal, 11). I

Kamala Shah has a few white frie
“With whites you make an appointmi
see them. With us you just walk in.
man’s guiet nature 18 &%:8&. by Ha
27 year old East Pakistan waiter: 2
them coming out of the pub—across
our restaurant. They make so much 1
Singh Kimboj, aged 17, agrees: “We s
noise because we’re enjoying ourse
party or something; but the whites st
in the streets for no reason at all.”

Ten out of 13 Asians think whites
of 15 Afro-Caribbeans think of them
ie, somewhere in between polite and

Lionel Reeds, a 17 year old uner
leaver, says: “So many of them look i
you approach them in the m:nmﬁ‘ﬂ
men from Mars.”—“They're impolite
only to us,” says Martin Perkins. “Sa
lish papers are already wishing Presi
dead.”

Gurder Kaur Gabbi introducet
tion: “If you ask directions from a
tell you, or if he doesn't know he’ll
Indian he'll tell you even if he does n
worse than not telling.”

However polite the white man may
the 30 say he is hypocritical. Whites a
fairly inconsiderate (13; normal, U
hospitable (22; normal, 6).

“If you ask for help, they’ll help:
you. Because—I think—that makes |
ior: helping us,” Violet Spear, a 33
can nurse says: “But if you don’t
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The coloured did not know something, the teacher made you The Asian parents are obviously disturbed about
man’s view of repeat it or write it 20 times or recite it. Here they  Christian practices at schools. Nazir Khan, a Muslim,

the British

just don't care.” The main flaw, according to Dha-
ram Singh, is that “there’s no pass or fail system
here, as in India. If you fail at the annual exam in
India, you’re not promoted to the higher form. So,
the teachers there take a lot of interest to see that all
their pupils pass their exam. And pupils respect
teachers.” Hameed Baksh says: “In Pakistan, teach-
ing is considered an honourable profession; here they
have teacher shortage.” Ralph Nickle, aged 35 and a
clerk, says he has left his two children in Barbados
for “real education.”

However, 70 per cent think that there are better
educational opportunities than in their home coun-
tries. Dharam Singh Kamboj, himself a student, ex-
plains: “In India too you can go as high as you can
go, but you have to pay the fees. If you're bright,
you get scholarships. But in this country anybody
can get a grant if he wants to go to a college.” But
Hameed Baksh, a West Pakistani bus driver, says
this about his son: “He is at the top of his class,
even in English. I told the headmaster that I wanted
him to be a doctor. The headmaster began telling
me how difficult it was: he’d have to do eleven sub-
jects for GCE A-level: even then it was doubtful, and
all that. I'm thinking of sending my son to Pakistan
to do MBS there. It'lf cost me £5 a month t> main-
tain him there.”

Only a quarter think that the education is “better”
than at home. More than half think it “the same” or
“worse.”

“Their education turns out factory workers,” says
Ajit Singh Randhwa. But Warren Watkins sees the
other side: “The education system is more practical
here and more academic in our countries.”

Seventy per cent think that the British do not value
education as highly as they do. “They take it for
granted: it’s all laid out for them,” says Violet Spear,
in Britain since 1954.

On religious instruction in schools there is an
equal split among ‘“‘approve.” “disapprove” and
“neutral.” But very few of the Asians approve, com-
pared with more than half of the Afro-Caribbeans.
With one exception (a “humanist™), the Afro-Carib-
beans are Christian. The Asians are divided among
Islam (5), Sikhism (5) and Hinduism (3), with again
one “humanist for all practical purposes.”

has instructed his children not to fold hands in the
school assembly since it contravenes Islamic teach-
ings. Ahmad Moosa, another Muslim, finds himself
with more severe problems: “My two daughters in
junior school would come home and say Jesus this,
Jesus that; and I'd try to put them right. They think
either I'm telling lies or their teacher is . . . So many
of their story books are based on Christian history
and teachings. They're trying to destroy our culture,
our language. Each evening I spend an hour or so
trying to wash [my children’s] brains.”

But does religious inmstruction in school make
British children religious? Three quarters think not.
And asked if the Christian “concept of God” is the
same as theirs, less than a third of the Asians say
yes. More than half of the Afro-Caribbeans think
that the corresponding English churches are “worse”
(in a general sense) than those back home.

“The rRC church and other churches here have no
warmth in them. They aren’t lively,” says Valerie
Salkie. Rose ‘Lipton says: “It’s surprising to see
how the same doctrine has one meaning for some
people and another meaning for others . . . As a
Roman Cathotic I don’t feel any nearer to white
Roman Catholics, nor they to me. You're white or
black first, and a Roman Catholic afterwards.” But
Barry Andrews says: “I'm a Seventh Day Adventist.
An Adventist can go to another Adventist, black or
white, for help and get it. This is the only church
where black and white are equal.”

Some of the Asians make perceptive remarks about
white religiousness. Hameed Baksh says: “Among
the whites only the Roman Catholics are religious.”
And again: “Only the soft-heads among the whites
go to church,” according to Ajit Singh Randhwa;
“but the whites are always trying to spread their
religion-——particularly to us.”

When asked to choose between “pleasure-loving/
normal/puritanical” as a characteristic of white
people, 60 per cent choose “pleasure-loving” and the
rest “normal.”” There is a glaring difference be-
tween the responses of the Asians and Afro-Carib-
beans. Only a third of the Afro-Caribbeans think
whites “pleasure-loving” but four fifths of the Asians,

“They live for today. Make money and spend it
all,” says Ranjit Kapur. Ahmad Moosa says: “They
are so fond of night-clubs and things, that they don't
like having children. Because children are a hind-
rance to their enjoyment of life.”

Specifically, more than half the respondents feel
that the whites drink too much; four fifths think
they smoke too much; and three quarters feel they
gamble too much.

“When the whites have time on hand, they rush to
a pub. When we have time on hand, we spend it
on cooking well,” says Hameed Baksh. Elsie Turner
feels that “Their economy is built on gambling.” But
Simon Ford acknowledges that “we’d gamble if we
had the money.” Kamala Shah does make a distinc-
tion: “All that gambling and drinking is done by the
Irish, not the English.”

I think it is probably safe to say that all these
opinions, on a wide range of things, derive basically
from direct observation and experience. Two thirds
watch Tv “daily” and the rest “sometimes,” but none
of them made reference to it while selecting British
characteristics. All but one (an Indian housewife)
have contact with whites at work or in school/
college. Only 5 (out of 30) had social contact—in
pubs, clubs, homes, dances—with whites outside of
work. Half of the Asians knew the English language
well; two, not at all; the remainder had some (under-
standing /speaking/reading/writing) knowledge of it.

It is clear that, in some things, the Afro-Carib-
beans and the Asians occupy rather different
“worlds”—coming from different social and cul-
tural backgrounds, they have slightly different angles
of vision towards the white man. But it does seem
that the whites themselves make no distinction, in
their dealings, between coloured Asians and coloured

Afro-Caribbeans.

THE HEA

After the “age of Chadwick” cam
The role of government increased
When John Simon replaced Chadwick i
tury public health administration, much
involved than a change of style or mood.
a doctor, who quite deliberately retained
ship in pathology at St Thomas’s Hospil
became an administrator: throughout his
in close touch with the leading figures i
throughout the world. He was as committi
gramme of change in medical educatior
as he was to the cause of international rt
dispassionate observation and his encour
laboratory experiment contrasted sharply
wick’s reliance on sanitary “commonsens
dence of eye and nose—and the ruthless
of the human will in the interest of thi
good.”

Simon gathered round him a team of
“high qualifications and experience” in 3
effect a new medical department of stat
with the investigation of general and sp:
problems, with the acquisition of delegal
cretionary powers in such matters as vi
an important theme in 19th century pi
history, going back before Simon to aci
ment in 1840 and 1841-—with the regul
pharmaceutical and medical professions, ¢
effective and extended local sanitary pre

Despite the mid-Victorian distaste for
tral executive government, acts were pa
“the age of Simon” to regulate the ady
food, the sale of poisons, the quality and
of vaccination and professional organis:
were many examples, indeed, of what hay
“severe regimentation in an age of indiv

More important, however, than legisl
included one major act of parliament i
the cumulative momentum of administi
for example, a small subdepartment ol
Office, the Local Government Act Office.
1858, influencing the pace of local sani
Simon himself approached central-local |
with sensitive shrewdness. He also realist
as Chadwick that it was necessary to put
problems both among experts and laymer

From 1838 onwards he produced
Annual Reports on the nation’s health,
much classics of their kind as Chadwic
Condition of the Labouring Population.
and wrote won the consistent support o
and of most, though not all, of the
formers—Florence Nightingale and Ch:
the most notable exceptions-—who wor
such bodies as the research-orientated Si
Association, founded in 1857, a very d
of pressure group from the Health of To
tion of the 1840s. The language Simd
designed to appeal to the mid-Victorian
ties. “In the great objects which sanitary
poses to itself,” he exclaimed, “in t
amelioration which it proffers to the ph
social and indirectly to the moral con
immense majority of our fellow-creaty
scends the importance of all the other ¢
in its beneficent operation seems most 0
body the spirit and to fulfil the intentiom
Christianity.”

Just as it is now possible to see “the 4
wick” in clearer perspective, so it is beg
possible for the first time to appreciati
cance of “the age of Simon” in the histc
health. There are five factors which mi
into account, some limiting, others push
what was still thought of as “the sanitary




