Historical Research Assignment 1
2000-word essay on “Vantage Points”
In this module we are discussing how all historical research is a sophisticated negotiation between the historian’s own lived experience, their socio-cultural context, and the source materials they choose to tell their stories. Ludmilla Jordanova calls these “vantage points”, as she explains that “readers are entitled to know where I am coming from” (History in Practice, p. 1). 
In this assignment, your task is to reflect upon your own vantage points, to place these in context, and to explain how they influence your approach to historical research. In other words, to explain where you are coming from. 
There is no set question or title, as we want you to respond to the prompt from your own perspective. However, if it would be useful to have a question to work from, it is “What are your vantage points, and how do they influence your approach to historical research?”
You can structure your essay how you wish, though it should follow the traditional format of a history essay with an introduction, conclusion, footnotes, bibliography, etc. Further guidance on writing essays is available through the Student Hub. 
Your essay must include reflection and analysis of the following:
1. Your own identity and/or lived experience. 
This might be an element, or intersecting elements, of your identity (e.g. your class, race, gender, nationality, (dis)ability, and/or sexuality), which you think has influenced your approach to history. Or it might be an individual experience that you’ve had (e.g. an inspirational teacher, a grandparent obsessed with genealogy, work experience in a museum, involvement in politics). You don’t need to tell us your life story, or reveal anything personal that you would prefer not to share, but you should be able to demonstrate some self-awareness about how your own life influences your approach to history 

2. The context(s) in which you are studying history, and how this has influenced your approach. 
This is where you can put your lived experience into a wider context in the present. You might want to consider: what is the broader context of the identity and/or lived experience that you reflect on above? How has the political, social, and cultural context of living in the UK in the mid-2020s influenced you and your lived experience? What about studying history at school? What was available to study at school? Why were you attracted to studying history at University and at Warwick? You should be able to identify and explain how the context in which you are living has shaped your choice of historical subjects and theoretical approach. 

3. How the above influences your theoretical, methodological, and historiographical approach to historical research.
History research does not exist in a vacuum, but is shaped by our own lived experience and its context, as you explored in the first two sections. Over the course of term one we’ve discussed how the historical profession has developed over time, as different social, political and cultural contexts led to new approaches and methodologies. You also learned that historical approaches never go away but continue to be used and adapted to new social, political and cultural contexts. You should place your identity, lived experience, and contemporary contexts into historical perspective by engaging with relevant historians and theorists, both past and present. Which of the developments in history writing, thinkers, or subfields that we’ve discussed this term has particularly resonated with you and why? You should clearly outline this approach (or approaches) and subfields. How are some of the older theories and approaches used today?. What are the cutting-edge ideas in your subfield of history? What are historians writing about, right now, and which theories do they use? You should be able to place your approach to history in the context of what other scholars have written, and are writing. It is in this section that you should use your secondary sources.
Frequently Asked Questions
1. Is there an example of this kind of essay that I can read?
We don’t have sample essays. Return to the introduction to Jordanova, History in Practice (essential reading for Week 1 of the module) for an example of a historian doing the same kind of thought exercise as we are asking of you. 

2. Does the essay need to have an “argument”?
Not in the traditional sense, as you are not answering a question whether there is a debate. That said, the strongest essays will have a clear thread running through them that tie each section together, and demonstrate how your vantage points are interconnected.

3. How many sources are required? Do I need to use primary sources in this essay?
You should engage with at least 3-5 secondary sources (scholarly books and articles) relating to the theoretical, methodological and historiographical contexts of your approach. You should also reference any other material that you draw on, of course. You do not need to include any analysis of primary sources unless you are explaining how a particular source, or type of source, has influenced your approach to history. 

4. As I am writing about my own perspectives, can I use “I think”?
Yes, in the context of this essay using “I” is fine, but is not required. 


1

