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RELIGIOUS CONFLICT AND CIVIL WAR IN FRANCE, C. 1560-1600
TIMELINE OF COURSE

Francis I (r. 1515-47)

· Italian Wars (1494-1559)
· Concordat of Bologna (December 1515-August 1516)
· Lutheran Reformation (October 1517)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Affair of the Placards (October 1534)
· Flight of Calvin and the Development of Geneva
· Edict of Fontainebleau (June 1540)


Henry II (r. 1547-59)

· Edict of Châteaubriant (June 1551) and Compiègne (July 1557)
· The siege of Calais (January 1558) led by Guise
· Treaty of Cateau-Cambresis (April 1559)
· Henry II fatally wounded in a jousting tournament leading to his death (July 1559)

Francis II (r. 1559-60)

· Edict of Villers-Cotterêts orders destruction of houses in which unlawful assemblies are held (4 September 1559)
· Edict of Amboise (March 1560)
· Michel de l’Hôpital appointed as Chancellor (June 1560)
· Assembly of Fontainebleau (August 1560)

Charles IX (r. 1560-74)

· Colloquy of Poissy (September-October 1561)
· Edict of St. Germain (17 January 1562)

· Massacre of Vassy (1 March 1562) – FIRST WAR BEGINS
· Triumvirs reach Fontainebleau and ‘guard’ king (late March 1562)
· Condé captures Orléans (2 April 1562)
· Treaty of Hampton Court (20 September 1562)
· duke of Guise besieges Rouen (25 October  1562)
· Battle of Dreux (19 December 1562)
· Siege of Orléans begins (5 February 1563)
· Assassination of duke of Guise (24 February 1563)
· Peace edict of Amboise (19 March 1563) – FIRST WAR ENDS

· Le Havre recaptured from English (28 July 1563)
· Royal Tour of Provinces (January 1564-May 1566)
· Bayonne meeting between Charles IX/Catherine de Medici and the duke of Alba (12 June-2 September 1565)
· Start of Dutch Revolt against Spain (August 1566)
· The duke of Alba’s march from Milan to the Low Countries (July 1567)

· The ‘Surprise de Meaux’ (26-28 September 1567) – SECOND WAR BEGINS
· Battle of St Denis. Anne de Montmorency is fatally wounded (10 November 1567)
· Henry, duke of Anjou, appointed Lieutenant-General of the kingdom (12 November 1567)
· Blois captured by Huguenots (January 1568)
· Siege of Chartres (24 February to 15 March 1568)
· Peace of Longjumeau (23 March 1568) – SECOND WAR ENDS

· Fall of the Chancellor, Michel de l’Hôpital (24 May 1568)

· Condé and Coligny flee to La Rochelle (23 August 1568) – THIRD WAR BEGINS
· Ordinance of St Maur (23 September 1568)
· Battle of Jarnac. Large Huguenot losses including death of Prince of Condé (13 March 1569)
· Wolfgang of Bavaria, duke of Zeibrücken, invades Burgundy (Spring 1569)
· Battle of La Roche l’Abeille (25 June 1569)
· Siege of Poitiers (24 July – 7 September 1569)
· The Parlement of Paris sentences Admiral Coligny to death (13 September 1569)
· Battle of Moncontour (3 October 1569)
· Siege of St Jean d’Angély (16 October-2 December 1569)
· Battle of Arnay-le-Duc (27 June 1570)
· Edict of St. Germain (8 August 1570) – THIRD CIVIL WAR ENDS

· Charles IX’s entry into Paris (6 March 1571)
· Admiral Coligny reappears at court (12 September 1571)
· Battle of Lepanto (7 October 1571)
· Cross of Gastines is destroyed in Paris (20 December 1571)
· Dutch rebellion continues with seizure of Brill by ‘sea beggers’ (April 1572)
· Anglo-French defensive alliance signed at Blois (18 April 1572)
· Admiral Coligny returns to court (6 June 1572)
· Death of Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre (9 June 1572)
· The seigneur de Genlis defeated by Spanish near Mons (July 1572)
· Paris becomes hotspot of France as nobles of both factions enter to celebrated the marriage of Henry of Navarre and Marguerite de Valois on 18 August (August 1572)

· Attempted assassination of Admiral Coligny in Paris (22 August) – FOURTH CIVIL WAR BEGINS
· Massacre of St Bartholomew’s Day in Paris (24-25 August)
· Henry of Navarre begs forgiveness from the Pope and re-establishing Catholicism in Béarn (October 1572)
· Start of siege of La Rochelle by Henry, duke of Anjou (February 1573)
· Siege of Sancerre (March – 19 August 1573)
· Henry of Anjou is elected king of Poland (11 May 1573)
· The siege of La Rochelle is lifted (6 July 1573)
· Edict of Boulogne (11 July 1573) – FOURTH CIVIL WAR ENDS

· Polish ambassadors arrive in Paris (19 August 1573)
· Solemn entry into Paris of Henry of Anjou as king of Poland (14 September 1573)
· Henry of Anjou leaves Poland (2 December 1573)
· Henry of Valois is crowned king of Poland at Krakow (21 February 1574)
· Failed attempt by Huguenots and malcontents to provide the means for Alençon, Navarre and Condé to escape house imprisonment (March 1574)
· Another failed attempt, but Condé manages to escape and heads to Strasbourg (April 1574)

Henry III (r. 1574-89)

· Henry III enters France through Italy to Lyon (September 1574)

· Escape from court of François, Duke of Alençon (September 1575) – FIFTH WAR BEGINS
· German troops led by John Casimir arrive at border (October 1575)
· Catherine de Medici and Alençon meet at Chambord and agree to a truce. Protestants ignore it. (November 1576)
· German army cross border and move south towards Dijon (January 1576)
· Henry of Navarre escapes from court (February 1576)
· Peace of Beaulieu (Monsieur) (May 1576) – FIFTH WAR ENDS

· League of Péronne (June 1576) – SIXTH WAR BEGINS
· Estates-General of Blois (November-February 1576-7)
· Henry III sends ‘deed of association’ – creation of ‘Catholic League’ (December 1576)
· Henry declares unwillingness to tolerate religious pluralism (2 January 1577)
· Damville abandons Huguenot cause (March 1577)
· Siege of La Charité (April-May 1577)
· Siege of Issoire (June 1577)
· Peace of Bergerac (September 1577) – SIXTH WAR ENDS

· Joint Catholic-Protestant Peasants revolts in Provence, the Vivarais and Dauphiné (1578-80)
· Treaty of Nérac (February 1579)

· The ‘Lovers’ War’ (November 1579-November 1580) – A SEVENTH WAR BEGINS?
· Peace of Fleix (November 1580) – SEVENTH WAR ENDS

· Marriage of duke Anne de Joyeuse and Marguerite de Lorraine (24 September 1581)
· The Magnificences of Joyeuse (September-October 1581)
· François, duke of Anjou after calling off marriage negotiations with Elizabeth I arrives in the Netherlands and is appointed duke of Brabant in attempt to persuade Anjou to assist in the Dutch war effort (February 1582)
· The ‘French Fury’ in Antwerp forces Anjou to flee back to France (17 January 1583)
· Henry III founds the congregation of the White Penitents of the Annunciation of Our Lady (13 March 1583)
· Assembly of Notables at St. Germain (18 November 1583)
· Death of François, duke of Anjou (10 June 1584)
· Formation of the Paris League (November-December 1584)
· Secret Treaty of Joinville between the Guises and Philip II (31 December 1584)
· Manifesto of Péronne published by the League (March 1585)
· Henry III signs Treaty of Nemours with the League (7 July 1585)
· Joint manifesto by Henry de Navarre, Henry de Condé and Henry de Montmorency-Damville (10 August 1585)
· Henry de Navarre excommunicated by Rome (9 September 1585)
· Henry III’s pilgrimage to Chartres (March 1586)
· Épernon becomes governor of Provence (June 1586)
· Talks between Catherine de’ Medici and Henry de Navarre begin at St. Brice (December 1586)

· Breakdown of talks at St. Brice (7 March 1587) – EIGHTH WAR BEGINS
· John of Casimir leads another invasion of German mercenaries into France in support of Huguenots (Summer 1587)
· Battle of Coutras. Anne de Joyeuse killed in action (20 October 1587)
· Battle of Vimory. Guise defeats the Swiss (26 October 1587)
· Battle of Auneau. Guise defeats the reiters (24 November 1587)
· Leaguers present list of demands to King (January 1588)
· Death of Henry, Prince of Condé. Navarre becomes sole leader of the Huguenots (5 March 1588)
· Guise enters Paris in defiance of a royal ban (9 May 1588)
· The Day of the Barricades in Paris (12 May 1588)
· Henry III flees to Chartres (13 May 1588)
· Edict of Union (16 July 1588)
· Defeat of the Spanish Armada (July-August 1588)
· Henry III sacks his ministerial team (8 September 1588)
· Opening of Estates-General of Blois (16 October 1588)
· Assassination of Henry, duke of Guise and his brother Cardinal of Guise at Blois. Leads to Charles, Duke of Mayenne (Guise’s younger brother) taking over leadership of the League (23-24 December 1588)
· Death of Catherine de’ Medici (5 January 1589)
· The Sorbonne releases the king’s subjects from their oath of allegiance. (7 January 1589)
· Closure of the Estates-General of Blois (16 January 1589)
· Henry III and Henry of Navarre sign an alliance (April 1589)
· Pope excommunicates Henry III (26 May 1589)
· Henry III and Henry de Navarre besiege Paris (30 July 1589)
· Henry III assassinated at St. Cloud (1 August 1589)

Henry IV (r. 1589-1610)

· League recognise the Cardinal of Bourbon as King Charles X beings ‘reign of terror’ (5 August 1589)
· Battle of Arques (21 September 1589)
· Battle of Ivry (14 March 1590)
· Siege of Paris (May-August 1590)
· Death of Cardinal of Bourbon (9 May 1590)
· Siege of Chatres by Henry IV (19 February 1591)
· Edict of Mantes (July 1591)
· Execution of Barnabé Brisson, President of the Parlement of Paris by the Sixteen (15 November 1591)
· Siege of Rouen (November 1591-April 1592)
· Paris suffers famine (Summer 1592)
· Estates-General of Paris (Spring 1593)
· Fall of Dreux (8 July 1593)
· Henry IV abjured his Protestant faith (25 July 1593)
· Henry IV crowned at Chartres (27 February 1594)
· Henry IV and his army enter Paris as Paris submits to him; other towns soon follow suit (22 March 1594)
· Attempted assassination of Henry IV by Jean Chastel (27 December 1594)
· The Parlement orders expulsion of the Jesuits from France (29 December 1594)
· Henry IV declared war on Spain (17 January 1595)
· Battle of Fontaine-Française (5 June 1595)
· Henry received papal absolution from Pope Clement VIII (August 1595)
· Duke of Mayenne submits to the king (September 1595)
· Siege and capture of La Fère (May 1596)
· Assembly of Notables at Rouen (November 1596-January 1597)
· Spaniards capture Amiens (March 1597)
· Henry IV recaptures Amiens (September 1597)
· Submission of duke of Mercœur (January 1598)
· Edict of Nantes (30 April 1598) – EIGHTH WAR ENDS

· Treaty of Vervins between France and Spain (2 May 1598)
· Rouen does not register edict of Nantes until (1609)
· Henry IV assassinated by Catholic fanatic, François Ravaillac (14 May 1610)

Louis XIII (r. 1610-43)

· Louis XIII declares war on the Huguenots (1621-1629)
· Siege and eventual surrender of La Rochelle (September 1627-October 1628)
· Peace of Alés (27 September 1629)

Louis XIV (r. 1643-1715)

· Edict of Fontainebleau/Revocation of the Edict of Nantes results in end of tolerance towards Huguenots (22 October 1685)
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