BIRMINGHA K BOROUGE GAOL,
—_—————

.. (From tho Birmingham Journal.)

This importart inquiry, which commencsd on Tasday
wook, 1s still proceeding, and the disclosures of each day
add some new phase of cruelty to this ravelstion of hoz.
Tors, We shall abstain from any comment on the evidence,
excepting where the facts aro not disputed, aud we resame
our analysia by reforring to the case of Andrews, whose
snicide in April last gave rive to the inguiry.

It appeats from the evidenos that this boy, who was 15
yoars of age, had been threo times i privn—ouce for gar~
den zobbing, onco for $irowing stones, and again for steal-
ing a piecs of beof, According fo the admission of the
goveraor, his maunor was * not distespectfal ;” the chap-
Tain ssid he was a *“ mild, quiet, docile boy ” and §Brown,
the warder, adwits that ho was “quist snd respecsfal’
This boy wa3 put to laboar upon the cravk, having to make
10,000 turns a day, the weisht of the crank beiug nominall
51, bt in renlity 1510, wolght too graat for tho strongti
of & robust labourer.” This confessedly docile lad, nok

is k, Was 0
bresd and water, snd for ehoating aud breaking his crank
he was punished with the straif waistcoat,tin addition to
$ho deprivation of his rezular food, _As_ this jacke figures
Tather prominently in the iaquiry, it may bs well t0 say
| that it is a linen garment, tnto which the arms sre ihrast,
! and ie fastensd by s sories of straps behid ; a stroag leather

%
belt {3 passed over the axms, restzainiog them as if tney
wers iinioned, and fastened to the wall, Round the neck
is buckled a leather collar, 3§ inches in depth, = guarier of
aninch in thickoess, aud the edges unboned. Upos this
the chin is supporteds In this pillory, with the s:raps &0
$ight that the chaplaia coald not insert als fiagar bet ves t
the leather and the skib, this “docize” lad was plased time
after tico for several houre togather, accordisg to Brown's
statement aud Fres’a confirmation, drenched with water to
eop him from fainting, or “shamming,” as it soams o bo
the fashion, from the jnaticos downwards, to consider and
designato avery straggle of nature against the pagsicsl
i and mental torbures of the eystem, While in this ciadi-
tion, famished with hanger, and shouting with pain, ani
i feinting, or affesting to faint (ho could mot drop, for his
head wa3 top secare for that), Freer affirds him relisf by
dashing buckets of water over him, snd altewing him to
stand io the wet. When reloassd from this tortare he is
again placad vpon $he crank, to do what Mr, Heaton calls
| *“the workof aquarterof 2 horse.” With afamished stomach,
and enfeeblod with tho rostraiat and privation of prazadiag.
| pani-hment, he is, of course, unable to do the work, aad
is loft in the coll in the dark, to labore at his dreary task,
| One punishment altorastes with another, until the miad
: nnd‘})od,y zr?i pms‘hnhed, and at last he ‘ carries the sham
” an i

far, sooks cscape in self-murder. And b his
destiny what it may, it cav scarcely bs worss than tat
from which he 80 ““ inconsiderately” freed himuelf. Bay it
appears that not onlyiwere those punishments adami
tered, but zoms of thom were wholly without cagse, as the
entries ia the crank.-book show thal the lad somesimes
performed moro thau his task, Nevertheless, the mraishe
ments go on, uati, irritaled by a senss of ivjustics, famsed
with hunger, pained and torfured by the jackot aad ifr,
Froer's universal restorative, cold water, bis strangth over-

by the crank Iaboar, his bed aud light taken from
him, and over him the threst of further pucishwent hivg-
Ing, ho rids himself of life as the preferable alterna-ive,
Wil anybody ba the surgeon say that the led’s death was
not ths ;iimctanﬂ neceseary result of this aggregstion of

rturs ?

This is the last of the pix cases upom which™ ths Home-
offica was memorialized, but ss the inquiry proceeds, a
considerzhlo numbor of others squally gross pressnt them.
selves, Wo shall zofer to one or two, A man named
Hunt, who was not of very sound mind, 8o palpsbly jne
zave thet oven tho margeon admits ho had some doubt
about his parfech sanity, 18 ordered by the goveraor so be
Pab in tho strait jacke? for some offence not spacified. The
govarnor, the surgeon, aud three warders are prasent.
Naturally enough, the man did not relish the panishment,
and he expressed his irritation or his sense of pain by
shouting, This grozs insatordination in the presenc of the
governor could not b tolerated, and must by prevented.

ith an abstinoncs singularly remarksble, there Was no
gagio tho gaol, so thd: governor, or the surgeon, or bath,

| ordered salt to be brooght, and as the poor haif-crazed man

shouted, these iwo gentlemen sm themselves for ten

minutes by ataffing his mouth with salt, Wehave assumed

, this to b trus, for thongh the sargeon * does nct rememe

' ber it,” aud the governor is not very positive in his denial,

wardera who were present, one of whom fetched the

salt, another received some of it on his faco as the prisoner

spat it out, confidenily aseert that the fact is as wa have

stated, If this bo rae, it sclipses any scens in Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, thoso in which Legroo figares niot excapted,

The case of Webb, 2 1ad 15 yastaof age, is s fibting pondant
to the forezoing. It appesrs that he had committed the
offence of saylng * good by” io = fallow prisoaer, ang for
this ho was strapped to the wall-lozs, arms, and head
fastened iIn the infernal machine, He had eight onuc.s
of bread a day; his humane gaoler fed him with this,
bit by bit, asif ho had boen a bsast, and he ate it tho bost
way ho could, Nota drop of watsr accompanied this meal,

o was put upon the crankat 6 ic the morning,andremained
4111 10 a% night, nud then, by way of xeliof, ho was slrapgo&
in the jacket all night, Tt is duo to the governor to say, thab
this treatment was nuknown to him, bat how it could be
inflicted withont his kuowledge does vot c!e&rl; appear, It
is not tsing that tha i dd depart from
their abstinonce from comment, and_charucterizo the reste
ment of the lad as “* monstrons and disbolical”  Shaw and
Scott, two men, wers treated to like goveritios, with addi-
tion of brckats of water thrown over them, and being left
to lie and got. dry ss they beet could,

Aunother csso e must give in the words of the chaplaln,
in that remarkable letter addrested to the prifon inspece

T i
“ Tho othar cate is a yonug man undergoings second
impriscnment, oftwoyears ; he is the person who (the first of
the fourtesn casse of attempts during his first esnfinement)
endsavoursd 618t to haug, and once to drownhimeelf. The
punishmont to which thit man (of very questionabls state
of mind) wss subjsoted, about thres months ago, was, toexy
the least, very igjudicious, He had conducted himeolf vary
well for & long period, industriomly making nearly all the
rushes used in the priwn, He then committed himeelf, by
‘makiag for one of the warders » little shaviog brash, [griev-
ons offonca.] for which be wak sentsrced to fourisen days”
ard labour, and thres days’ broad and water, He under-
‘went this quistly, but was then told he had s similar peried
of labour and fasting to complets hiesontence. Ho had nok
20 understood if, 2ed his former frantic temperament re-
vived. - Ho broke sll bsfors him,aund then became calm 3
ke submitted unresistingly to the iollowiog reatment i
@ was comprotead with severity in the siralt jacket
from balf-past & till 107 o'clock “at night 3 he was then
stripped by two men {two others, head warder and principal,
standing bg), and pianged in a cold bath; then placed in
anempty bath, aud had 14 buckets of watsr thrown upos”
‘him, his skin violedtly acrabbed with a hacd brash, and kis
hair driven back azatust the grain, Whon the executioners
wers fatigued by thiz pastime he was agaia apin the-
strait jacket, and loft soall night,” The sovernos, Lam
teld, denied his kuowledge of tho night strappivg, but afeer-
‘wards, when hit memory ‘wss refreshed by % particalsr cir
cumsfance, ho scknowledged it.” il
5 case Tequires no il tion from us; and no com- .
went, oo R .
Yeelerday’s ‘proceedicge brought ont saother extraor-,
dinary e\er{em‘? in the purithmenis—viz, degrivation of
' food 5 aud they throw soxe wmoxe Yght on the practices of

B




Xhe surgoon and governor. Maiden, & young man abont 19
‘years of age, wusgmprhéni for the heinous crime of runs
2ing away from his employment. He was freated by o
wurgeon for fevar, but, notwithstanding ihis, was put to the
crank, and failed to perform his task, He was immediate!

Placed in the jacket and collar (tho day being Satarday),
and kepbin it from 9 in the morning ill 8 at night.
“Ho was deprived of food from breakfast time on Saturday
till - disper time on Sunday, and then regaled with
foz.of bread and s ean of water, On one occasion he
“was nearly atrangled in the collar, bavisg fainted, and
Tecoversd whena warder found him sosad revived him with
<cold water, Corsider the Ind’s crime, the veaial offsnce of
megiecting his work, hisillness, his inability to perform xo
d & tazk when underireatment for fever, the visit of the
_goveroor to incresse the weight of tha crank when he found
thelad unable todothe work, andthe horrible accamulationof
punishmeht thas followed the unperformed task, we shudder
When we read of the comparatively haumane treatment of
litical offenders in Nospoliten prisons, It ia a mild
fespotizm compared with this revoliiog cruolty. In the
“cot t#00f tho examination yeaterday Freer, the chief warder,
“who hat recovered ihe use of his memory since Friday
“week, admitted, in opposition %o ell previons oaths and

protestations, that in: ty o perform & tack -was ip..
vaziably followad by the jacket, deprivation of food, and of
bed and light,

‘Bat we cannot pasticularize every case; A batch of them
<came oat on Thuredsy, when reveral of the boys in the Re.
“turmatory School detailed their experience of prison life. One
named Abner Wilkes, a boy of 15, was strapped to the wall
Jor breaking his crank ; he was unable to feed himself, and
-even with Mr, Sherwin's assistance he was upable to bite
“tho bread for the collar, A gecond, William Taylor, quite
ab?, was Xopt without food from Wednesday night till
Fridsy mornivg 3 & third, named William Barnes, 11 yeara
<ld, accidentally yung bis ball, and was pub jato the collar
~for this offences a fourth, Thomas Lloyd, 10 yearn of ago,
“for rapping-en the wall, was rentenced to three days in the
~collar, threo days with brezd and water, and 14 days
‘without bed and gas;- a -fifth, Isaac Gittings, 11 years, for
writingon his in-csn, bad three days in the jacket, three
«day»’ bread and waler, three days,deprived of chapel, thres
days no-disner, and 34 days without bed and gus; fora
~still mors 4rivial ofence three days’ more bread and water.
'Len we comunenced these analyses of the evidence we io-
tended to have.given an epitome of every csse. But they
have gona bayond all kandling, and the task would be ag
i it & ¥. Tho spech we have
iven are wore 4han sufficient to show the nature of the
ircleanres,
With thal portion of the evidence relatingtothedismissal
-of Captain Masonochie, snd the causes which led to it, wo
‘eball Dot at present interfere. From bis statement, which,
anuil the justiosa bo heard, is to be zeceived as ez parte, i
wonld appeartbat one or more of the magistrates allowed
‘themselves to be influenced by Mr, Austin while he was
deputy g 3 that Captain was 1
3n his evggestions and arrangemerts ; that he was not con.
sulted upon subjects properly coming within his province 3
<hat his deputy was_taken by the chairman of the visiting
Justices on an expedition to Leicester to examine tho moda
of Giscipline therein ; and tbat his family wers subjected to
2 zeries of indigaities perfectly insufferable, It must ai the
same time bo stated that the discipline puraued by Captain
Maconochie, ard scme of the punishments, were illegal,
ihough be bad.an impression that aa his views were weil
4mown they weze sanctioned both by the Home-office and
the magistrates, There departures from the prison rules
Mr, Austin asserts were followed by him, and at the
time he was pob.aware that they were illegal. The evi-
dence wholly failed to show thab the system of Captain
conochic was -equally cruel with ihat subsequently
adopted. Mr. Austin, indeed, swore thal men were
atrapped to the wall by order of Captain Maconochie; but
Dot only was his statement wholly unsupported, bt ho was
speedily made to confess that he had spoken an untruth
when Fo asserted that such proceedings were known to and
sanctioned by the captain. In this respect the charscter of
ihe Jate governor js-complotely vindicated from any par-
ticipation in the odium that attaches to these scandalons
exposures.

¥ith yespect to the general question of the disciplize, it
48 proved, by the evidence of Mr. Sherwin and the admis-
=ions of Mr. Blount, that tke returns made to the Home-
«ffico were falsified. This is especially the case in respect
o the suicides and stéempts at suicide, Where a man, a3
$n thocase_of Cartwright, wss driven to desperation by
Duager and fesr of punisbment, he is reported to be ruf.
<ering from the pabge of conscience; when bullied and
“threatened with an intencity of punishment that would
Toske & man’s life “‘a second hell,” and suicide is sgain
Tesorted to, the men is *etrange, mot insame,” and of
<ourse it is an * sitempt ad imposition.” The falsifications
becoms more glaring in the case of the deaths. Entry
after oniry is made that such and such & pereon died in the
infirmary, while the poor wretch was lefs to drag out his
axirtence in his cell, without a bed to rest his weary frame
upon, but sore and erampt in & hammock. The infirmary,
indeed, scems to have beenm nearly unused, the prisoners
generally dying in their cells, and the returns falsified to
lg!azo over thia deparhu‘e‘from a duty, not only required by

sw, a very conel ion of b

‘Then, insane prisoners were left alone in their cels, sup-
posing they were not strapped up and ao ozt of mischief,
to do ss they pleased with themselves, and o far was this
system of carelessness carried that prisoners have heen
Enown to die in their cells without s creature beside thera
1o 1eceivo their last breath, and soften the intensity of the
1ast £ad #igh that cerried their souls to God.

So much for the surgeor’s share in this sad business, and
itneed not_be pointed out that for these things, falsifica-
‘tions included, the governor is responsible, and was no duubb
a congenting party, In addition to the instances of severe
punishment at which he assisted, and which had his sane-
tion, it appears that he was in the habit of ordering punish-
ments without examining into the offences with which
prisoners wore charged, bat, siiting in state, with the
zepors of the warders before bijw, he issmes oxders to
strap, famish, or otherwize hand over to the warders for
puoishment, without giving himself the trouble to inquire
‘whether the represontation was correct, or if thers might
not bo extenuating circumstances to soften the rigour of
his decrees. There eeoms also to be no doubt about the fact
tbat he i if not i y b the pri-
‘zoners with some of unhesrd of ish;
and these practices, as Mr. Sherwin remarks, threw ““an
atmosphero of austere gloom continually over the prison,
produced by the constant habit of prisoners beivg addressed
in a tone of threatening, Even the best disposed prisoners
‘were continually {old how they would be panithed if they
happened to misbebave,” Liko master like man, Swearing
Was » common accomplishment of the officers, and Mr.
Sherwin took the unpardonable liberty of preaching against
the vice ; Le got into bad odour with the officers, and even
one of the justices considered that he had exceeded his daty
in preaching agoinst swearing_ without asking the pot-
ission of the governor ! Certainly a now view of & clergy-
‘man’s duty. Of conrss the chaplain bad received she
goverzors permission to call him “a miserabls sinuer,”
according to the Litany, and to read the decalogue withoat
omitting tho third commandment,

6 iaquiry on Saturday referred chiefly to the discipline
enforced in the prison for women, and in which it ADDOATS
tha’ the strait-jacket, handeuffs, and cranks were nsed by
th% orders ?Hhe govemt:x’-;n -

he_visitiog justices wil examined on fonday, and
Ehis ill close ghb Inquiry. 7
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