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PRISON INDUSTRIES.
i Attt .

1 have been extonding
Aittle this last week, and beat
‘opinioms as to the quarters whiod,
wwhole, may be considered ¢

tor the winter months, We
vemembered, all of us betake ourselves to sum-

y ¢li) | d frosts come
| o5 when November 1038 &1 _
'.!iﬁfrxfhén p us ; but just 8sid the summer time
these who cannob g0 10 the Rhine or Switzer-
o3 oan at least go bop-picking, 80 mMi:he
winter those who canno take %hi; to Men-
‘tone or Canmes Vandsworth
or to Coldbath Fi cor s =¢nial and
comfortable atmosphere. Any one who on aIAW,

s morning has stood &t
uncomfortable _muterms fastness of Celdbath

the portal of the fam
: 3 1 those who are turned out
Fields and wateht there for & time must have

enance U0
¢ commiseration such as

feeling OF ! :
to feel atl seeing & dormouse

ai%; 'dﬁin_,g,& P
expérienced &
he would be likely

or & sguirrel turned oub of its warm nest inte
the winter's SHOW.

e - erable out ’ere, Bob,” an old stager
was J{;ﬁﬁf ~omark on ewerging the ?thgr
mommg 1nto the bleak Outer ;WOI‘ld.. “ T'min
geiin for +he winter, ]':reckon. o

T havo reason 0 believe ﬂiat that is 11}3: 1o
meand. & singular sontiment,” Of ecourde it 15
only here and there one who has the
hardened turpifude 1o admit s preference

of & gaol on his own be-

he inside _ ;
1f103r1 : ti.i liberated gaol bird _}‘Flﬂ usually
diéciaim any such idea with saQ .and solemn

emphasis, bub he will eenerally be of opinion

et

e s fallows?? would rather be inside
that © SOME It all depends, Fo eeo,” said a new
mine Intely, ¢ Some chaps
i ’‘omes fo go tfo, and
Some got & trade to go to
ome ain’t, end some chaps are
their feed, and some chaps
in't. There's coves as’ll feel pice and tight
d comfortable like after & breskiast ¢ bread
il gruel, Lor' bless'e, yes; and ity the same
1l sorks 0 ways. 1 hs’ knowu chaps as'd sleep
wallon & bed o' tin-tacks if they had to do it
il there's some as don’t sieep on them plank
Lolls 11t tent minutes together, Then the sort
> wotk you drop in for has a good deal to do
with it. . Own trade? Yes; but you has do do
-or worth solitary first, and that’s all Lhoskum-
' Jon’. Don't mind hoakum-pickin’, I don’t.
[1's the solitary a8 _ ‘
‘hat if you've got & trade you can work in “so-
aation., Mo
«v o trade, yer Know.
oL barrer o wegetables,
hasket, mind ve, if I eonld find work.
lewrned {hat inside.
o fnon ® Yes, that’s frue enough, sir; I
had eichteen months of it. No, that wasn't
iy ftist, I'm sorry to sy, KMy little go was |
¢or six months, and then o part o' my time 1|
wag in the leundry. I hates that line, I do.
Why?  Well, blessed if I knows bhardly.
There's two or three things. In the first place,
o aove dor’t like bein’ made into a sort ¢ ¢otk |
washerwomean ; ‘fain’t what you may call a|
wan’s worl, Then they fasks you in that. |
They gives ‘o a little tiddy bit o’ soap,and you |
hus to wash thirty shirts, That's a day’s work, |
ind every man has to put his own tally—that’s |
. little bit o tin with yer number on it, ye |
tnpw~—on to his own l_o;:, and ,whe{: they lﬁe
if they ain’'t just tip-top.as they ougat |
td;yﬂc, they. bundles ’em back, and you has fo |

sin't.’
work at, {d!}d 8
rather piiciar asbont

Yes, I

Jo ’em over agein to-morrow, as wall
.s gnothér thirty, ‘Yomu ocsn’t shirk a |
bit there. There’s a warder sits up on o high

stool, with a slate in his hand, and puts dowa |
+he things as you do ’em, and if you does your |
day’s work all right you gits eight marks, and
gyou has to git 072 marks befors you can geo
any ©' your friends, or write to ‘em or them {0 |
gou. Pays? Yes, thoy . pays according to
marks, but its howful poor pay. I did my!
little bit all vight and sguare for six months, |
and then I came out with 9s, 2d. in my pocket. |
That’s. all anybody can earn in thersin six |
months, Goes? Ah! Y should think it do, |
too, Affer (ier been six blesged months withont
s pipe or & drop ¢’ hanything better nor gruel |
and sonp and cocos, o chaps apt §’avea bit
of a fing. Ah! that nine and tup’nce was all
coné afdte night—that was on a Wednesday—
and afore Sunday I'm werry sorry to say i was |
in again, Treadmill? No ; they don’t give 8 |
no treadmil nowadays ; leastways mot as I
kuows. Thers ain’t no treadmill in London.
Used to be one in Colbath Fields, but 1t got
burnt down, Just built up sgain 7 You don't
mean it, sir. I know & chap as don’t know that, |
Golly ! won't he be sold ! ™ | ‘_
I heve met with several indications of the.
repugnance with which this jculay form of
lsbour is rogarded by old prison hands, and it
sesms o be one of the péculisr hardships of the
crimingl career just mnow thai the mew prison
artengaimests have réndefed it so dificult to be
quite suxe
penalty of eny lttle peceadillo into which the
troublesome ways of this wicked worid are 60
apt 16 begiile a body., Time wus when a man
might pick his own lodgings, so-to speek, and |
if from his own experience or from mere authen- |
sicuted report he had reason fo object to any
variiewlsr prison he bad only to keep clear of
the locality identified with it f¢ be quite sure
he would not find bimself there. A culpnt, ior |
instance, who should - commit any offence in
Sureey wonld, at one time, havé Deen
sure t6 bo lodeed in Wandsworth gaol. » In
thewe - $opsy-turvy days there. i3 no telling
where le may go. 1t may be Wandsworth
orit mgy be Clerkenwell tColdbath-fields, Win-
chester, Maidstone, Newgate, or Holloway.
A crime committed in Essex wounld formerly
Lave cortainly landed the perpetrator, if caught,
in Chélmisford Gacl, Now, it may be Chelms- |
tord, or Cambridge, or Ipswich, or Newgats, |
Hollowsy, Coldbath-fields, or Cletkenwell. This
pdds {materially to the perplexaties of & poor

wsn - fryibg to sele¢t comefortable winter |

One effect of & centralized prison administia- |
tioii hag been to render pragticable ocnsiderable |
modifications of prison labour. _
missioners say, in their last report, that while |
they #ittach due weight to making prison labour !
repannerative, the objécts they desire to keep
plggg_q:ﬂ_y in view are—-first, ** to provide prn- |
soners with such employment &s will interést |
and develop thelr  mielligence.”” Secondly, |
they desire *‘ to aveid concentrating foo large
n proporéion of the lsbour of prisoners ofi ond |

rade, and especially to dininish the amount of |
- watmaking throughout the kingdom.” - Thirdly, |
they;maketta point ¢ to work for Governmentde-
partments as mach as possible in 'preference to |
svorking foriprivate exnployers,’” These principies
look to be sound and sénsible, but nodoubt their |

praciecal application is &, Mmabier involving a
great deal of difficulty, or & good deal of the
work going on in prisorns ot the predent moment |
wouid dong before this have g::n done away |
wftl}, ot svould bo carried ©n upbn & differént |
footing. Considering the large number of |
Eu"bhcl wstitutions of dne dort and snother in
Lobdon, in which mats sre in reguisition; it
might certairly be expocted that there would
be no marufactures of this kind finding their |
way 1nfo the market from London prisons,
Yet Coldbath Fields has now, as I believe it
bas done for many years, Some two-and-twenty
tooms al work mealomg mals, which sre taken
ugdar & contract by a well-known Liondon firm. |
This great motropolitan prison is largely made
ap of workshops of one sort and snother, all of
which in their lightness, roominess, warmth,

|

gives you the hump. Affer |

No. I sin’t got one—not to |
% ecan drive & haws or |
snd I can make & tidy |

*

Must have been a long- |

that the treadwheel will not be the |

| stated that next Thursday’s address in the Tabernacie
‘Temple.

The Com- |

' wicker work is nice, light, clean work, Only
those who have had some previous experiencs at
it, or who eare under sentence of considerable
lencth, are put to this work, for which & skilled
basket-maker is regularly employed as ia-
structor. Many of the prisoners take great
interest jn this. The most impressive-looking
place is the blacksmith’s shop. A door is tarown
open at the end of 8 rather gloomy spproach,
and the blszing fires and dérk shadows, and sad-
faced, silent, drab-uniformed operatives present

s véry striking seene iaken in ponnection with’

the general gloom of the place. All soris of

sronwork and tin ware are turned out here by
been black-

mee who, for the most park, have oeen
smiths or something of the kind out-
gide. There is a splendid laundry, &nd'
an equilly fine bakehouse and kitchen,
presenting the very picture of cleanliness and
comfortable warmth ; and wheuone rernembers
the kind of lives that thousands of the honest
poor outside will lead during the next few
months of slush and snow and bitter winds 1t
¢ertainly is a little provoking 1o think of tnese
sturdy rogues—as many of them are at any
mte-——\mﬁ{ing here in leisurely comforts The
oukum-picking, too, which, &s in most other
prisons, goes on here, 13 very unsatisfactory. 1§
s notoriously unprotitable, and 1t 1s mere pas-
time for men. I was assured the other day by
one who had been &.'* gentleman’s gentleman,”
and whose hands were therefore somewhat deli-
cate, that he had * nothing to ssy against
oakum-picking,” Then again there are abouf
120 men and youths usnually to be found seated
in 2 large, comfortably-warmed room in Cold-
buth Fields, sorting waste paper irom various
Government offices, or tearing up old telograms
and Post-office money order forms previous o
their being despatched to the paper makers, 1t
is a curions assembly of crop-headed, drab-suited,
silent wmwen. They are svated on forms
after the mapner of s school, the floor
sloping down to oue side of the room,
s0 as to bring every individual under the
ken of a warder in front of them. The work
would be very licht for girls, and here are 120
men employed in it. ** Makes yer back ache
sittin’ on them blessed seats,” said one of my
new acqualntances, ‘ You would like an arm
chair, eh ¥’ I returned,  Yes, & harm cheer or
s sofer and a pipe, and there wouldn’t be no
cause to grumble,” was the answer.

Of course the enforced silence, the stern rigid
discipline, the plain fare, and many restrictions
and restraimts must not be forgotien in crifi-
cisms of this kind, snd it would be unfair to
forget also the many resiricting circumstances
under which employment has to be found for
the 170,000 or 180,000 prisomers in Xnglish
gaols. But for all that it is difficult fo contrast
the outside and the inside of gaols, more parti-
cularly at this time of year, without feeling that
for confirmed criminals much of the work and
many of the couditions of prison hife are too
favourable. This is probebly.inevitable under
tho existing systéem, by whichall erimizals under-
going the same term of imprisonment aré& on the
game footing. IXdeal justice can, I supposs,
never be attained to.. Prison discipline must
always be rather rough in its application; but
we should got & much nearer approach to ideal
justice if the oakum-picking, and paper-tearing,
and basket-msking, and cookery, and &0 on,
were reserved for thoss who were not old
stagers in the ways of vice. .Everybody who
has seen sométhing of the inside of gaols must
often have felt that the system may be well |
adapted for the discipline of those who msde &
false step in life and need to be imprassed with

-
»

ing, but that it is not adapted for deterring the |
really degraded and abandoned. There are, I
suppose, some 1,800 prisoners in Coldbath |
Fiolds at the present time. Hundredsof these, )

probably, are old and bardened offenders; but | .

if they have the low cunning to behave them-
selves they will get through easily and comiort~ |
Numbers of them are known fo be arrant

rascals; yet they will be im no way distin- |
guished from the unlucky wight whose bumilia-
tion is bresking his heart, who may, perhaps,
be set to labour that may well migh break |
Him down. QConsideration for such as he

forbids that the general severity of prison

diseipline - shall be inoreasod. Buf thers 1s
nothing to forbid $he known criminals by long |
habit being pioked out and separately deslt |
with, They do, of course, many of them ulfi-~}
mately reach the convict class; but your|
habitual criminal of the meaner sort knows
how to avoid that. ¥o prefexrs the local prison
and short terms. He can earn g Litfle money
and come out and have his fling, and if he
catinot break the law again without going back, |
why he is prepared fo go, though perhaps he
would rather not. Such vermin ought not to be |
put in the wariath of a ¢omforfable kitchen m

the winter time, or be set to tear up Post-oflice |

orders. He ought to have nothing bub cérack

and treadmill, and other exhilarating exercises |
of the Xind. If it really broke him down and |
woré hiwa ont it would, afler all, be only what |
plenty of better men than he aré subjecting |
themselves to in their efforts to do their dufy.

Mz, SpurcroN.~~The Eev, €. H, Spurgeon
leaves town to-day for Mentone, South France, where
Lie purposes remainieg until about the. middle of next |
month, for the bexefit of his health. Yesterday morna
ing the reverend gentleman was accompdnied to his |
ptﬁpit by his fatker, who, at the afternoon and evening )
services in the Baptist Chapel, Regent-strest, Lambeth,
conducted the ceremonies and delivered the discourses.
Mr. Spurgeon, in giving ont the day’s announcements; |

will be given by the Rev. Dr. Parker, of the Oity |

 ErEcTION PERTITION JUDGES.—At & meehing
of the Judges Leld at Wesiminster on Baturday last, |
Baron Pollock, Mr, Justice Manisty, and Mr. Jnshice |
Lopes wereselected to act ay Election Petition Judges
for 1882-3. The Elsction Petition Judges are generally |
exempied from going on circuit during their year of |
0ZHiCO. Gy vy . _ | |
Tox PpBiic USE oF REGENTS PARE.—A
conference was held on Saturday at Lancaster-houss, |
Savoy-girest, under the duspices of ths Regent’s Park
Association, for the purposesof considering what im- |
orovements scemed degirable and prathbeable 1in |
egent’s Pak,—Mr. J. Loys, chairmah of the Regent’s |
Park Associstion, presided, and said forty ysars age &
great agitation was set oxt foot, Parkament discussed |
the matter, and in the end Régent’s Park was dedi-
cated to the use of the ﬁbﬁc under certain conditions. |
The park congisted of 543 acres, of whick 332 were in-
gide the outer rdad. Of these 332 acres, 17b were
openéd to the public, 135 leased to various persons, and
00 arves were wator. Theother 210 acres were leased
for puilding purposes. He maintained that the |
Crown had no szight to the xevenue received |
from the lesses granted dor  mites ~in  fhis
specially purchased for the

paxk, which was .
vse and bepéfit of the publicc. If the park;
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was not too large for the population of 40 yesxs ago, |-

what must it be now, when the population had vat Iy |
increased? There were 14 acres of the park set asige |
-for the exclusive mse of privileged persons, which he
contended was an cncroachment on the rights of the
ublic, That veserved land if thrown open to the
gqu would enable the people fo enter the E&rk at the |
Euth-wteﬁm cur!:.er, where&af :;Ew theg ba}? to ﬁ*ﬁ .
» noith or eastern phxts of the park beolore They -
conld enterocnthe sward. Thera%::re many wsteg
interests agamst iy movement, bub the law was on |
the side of the public. The cost of mizintaining the |
park was 10,0007, but he contended that there was|
great oxtravagauce in the mansgement, and with |
economy the park could be made more uséful and |
beatitifel without extra expense.~—1In the end the meet-
ing agreed that the meiropolitan wmembers of Parlig-
ment shouid bq]gﬁ‘:te‘n to on tho subject, and also M.
Shaw Yelevrd, M.P., who was in favour of the move« |
ment, asking for Parliamentary action in the matter..
MISSIONARIES AS EXPLORERS.—(To the)
Editor of tha Daily News.)~—Sir,—~Amongst the many |

| interesting discoveries due,to missionuries we may DOW |

t reckon an important find by the Rev. J. Brodbeck, & |
t Moravian - missionsry upon the sast coast of Greenland. |
In consequence of the inhospitable pature of the country

and general comfort ave about all that the most |
exemplary working-class . citizen could desive.

The wotk done in most of them is largely |
directed to the supply of the requirements
of Coldbath Fields and other prisons, and 50
tallied with the thivd principls enundiated by
the Commissioners, A good desl of the wor

o0, i of » chacacier o nterestprisonens and

-first of those principles, while so fir a8 the|

ilg)ﬁly' of prisons is aimed at, of course there is

f@r |

and the icebound shore, very lLittle is known of this side |

of Greenland, and vet history records:that there were

oxce important Norse celonies there, whose sudden dise ¢

apliiaaxﬁnﬁ;u in the ¢ourse of the fifisenth contury is onse
of the most insoluble of mysterica, It is tonjeotursd
that, after being decimated by the biack dea

vea geom 1o have still a fear of the ~EssE

goast on , .
been thought thel Norse blood

Cireonlanders, and it has
rould sl bo traced

and 12 churches on the east coast, but now the Rev. J.

the 3
dolouists were overwholmed by the Esquimaux, and the |
native leﬁenﬂs goew to confirm the theory. The wesl-

| in {heir superior physigue. |
Hitherto fow miins of the old Norse colonies coula be i
found, atthough we know that thexe were 130 hamlets |

Ranger of ¢ concentrating too large 8 pro-
portion of the labour of pris%ﬂers on one trale.

{n the fine commodions tailors® shop & num

of men are always employed in msking clothivg |
prisoners a8 well ;i_
slon is supplied wholly or it part frofs this
the outpenters’ ehop ]
3. _ every other wooden |
requistte for gaols besides such artlcles a8 By |
be required in Government service. Just nOW |
nstan _ prison &re
f&hﬁg specie boxes » for the Post Office. A°
andsome Little aitar for -the Roman Catholio |
il;ipai of the prison is also among the things in |
~pands: The appearance of the place is that Of |

~ ¥or theroselves and oth
Sob tholr officers, Eve

'

¢ local * prison

>

| siydent,  Similard
furns.onf ﬁ

piank beds an

¥or instance, the carpenters in  this

an , ordinary spacious, well-appointed
enterd® shop, the ’éniy iffer
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| Brodbeck bas found (August, 1881) a delightful plain
o enily  artificial UL g

| as to their origin, for of this the huge blocks of stone
| §n this style,’ was tho unanimous opinion of my peo

Hone

AR, : The
coverad wilh ¢

course -oan  shill' he traced.”

b. tﬁllght'i'm-
2571y Norse colonisdiion

e roport isto be
and

| Prodakly
¢ o

8 bold-eﬁm is being made to extend opers
| inhoapitable east coast, and tids .cinsovery 13
reaglég. Mey the incidend bave thaai
ing pubBo waferest in theso mo
| vaat; Feorm AGATLEN.~-Cioydos.:
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ily irvigated, and important Norse |
ber | min_sb%tha gide of a rivor. Be is the first Buropean )
$o soo them. Meseys: “ There could bs no question |

unmistakable evidence. '*INo Gresnlander builds |

pb ple.:}
of the stones could net have been moved by the ;
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stons walle, have falten down, |
eﬁe but - thsir |

| past coast -say that rums extend up to 83 deg. |
porty 1atituds on well-tolected spols - up the fords. |
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