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Capital, technology and Renaissance culture 9

needed advice on texts or their presentation they could have turned to the
scholar/poet Raphael Zovenzoni, the artist Lazaro Bastiani, or the sculptor/
architect Pietro Lombardo; if they needed help with finance or the distribu-
tion of their books, they could have turned to a dozen or more German
bankers of the first rank, including Franz Paumgartner, Jerome Welser,
Mark Tocher and Heinrich Stameler. And even if they needed neither help
nor advice the regular functioning of the scuola in its masses and processions,
its attention to its property and its maintenance of its equipment, was bound
to accustom German members to the tastes and methods of their Italian en-
vironment.1”

Unfortunately, reconstructing the world of the German community in
Venice is rather like tracing the course of a major battle from the reminis-
cences of a random selection of private soldiers; we end with a cluster of bril-
liant but often contradictory vignettes and no general view of the action.
Cases like those of Fugger and Ugelheimer alert us to the existence of a mer-
cantile elite, Italianized by training and seeing the care of humbler or less per-
manent visitors from Germany as one of its duties — and opportunities. But
we have no means of knowing how large this group was at any time, how
much investment it controlled and what guidelines it followed in deciding
who would receive such investment. We do not even know if those con-
cerned thought of themselves as a group. An early sixteenth-century notarial
act speaks with infuriating precision of the ‘leather covered account book’ of
Johann von K&ln and his partners, and we can be sure that one or two like it
would show us just how the craftsmen worked with the bankers and whose
capital lay behind the spectacular success of German printing in Italy.1® For
the moment, we have to be content with two generalizations. First, there
was a very effective social and economic structure to encourage exchange of
every kind between Venice and southern Germany well before printing
appeared on the scene. Second, early Venetian printing profited enormously
from the existence of that structure and contributed in its turn to an even
more rapid and more profitable exchange both of information and of goods.
. Here again we can catch only tantalizing glimpses of the whole chart. We
know from the correspondence of Aldus and Reuchlin that by 1500 so many
Venetian books were being exported that they were actually cheaper in

Germany than in Italy,'® and almost every volume of canon law or theology

17 K. Haebler, ‘Das Testament des Johann Manthen von Gerresheim’, La Bibliofilia, 26 (1924), 1—9; M.
Lowry, ‘The social world of Nicholas Jenson and John of Cologne’, La Bibliofilia, 83 (1981), 193—218. See
Simonsfeld, 1, 287, for the contract signed by the ligadori and the Dominicans. On the contract between
- the Tron family and the Franciscans see my article ***“Nel Beretin Covento””: the Franciscans and the Vene-
. tian press (1474—78)’, La Bibliofilia, 85 (1983), 30 and n. 11.

18 G. Ludwig, ‘Contratti fra lo stampador Zuan da Cologna ed i suoi soci e inventario di una parte del
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