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| - Labonr Commissioner Speaks On
Alrican Women And Domeslic Service

A Necessity Which Will Take Timre

The possibility of African women entering domestic service
to relieve the present shortage of man-power in Northern Rho-
desia was referred to by Mr. C. E. Cousins, Commissioner for
Labour and Mines, when he spoke to members of the Institution
of Mining and Metaliurgy, -

All over the world, said Mr. Cousins, women were

employed in
a very limited

domestic service but not in Northern Rhodesia, except to

extent as nursemaids.

He advised those responsible for
the planning of African housing
~areas to bear in mind the possibility
of pmvidixg buildings where African
‘Women could be trained for domes.-
tie work under European con-

Ir. Cousins said that the change-

from male

emale employees would take

-and was bound up with the

on of African women,

ited Manpower

el manpower and lack of

bour was hampering de.
m No

domestic servants.

power, certain emplovers were con-
tent to accept a low daily task
which could be completed in three
to four hours. '
Co-operation Necessary
This was the case with certain
contractors and in some agricul-
tural districts. Such a state of
affairs could not be rectified, Mr.
Cousins continued, until employers
co-operated with each other and
agreed upon reasonable rates of
wages, good housing and other
conditions of employment, at the
same time demanding a reasonable
day’s work in return, ‘
Training Necessary
- Even that was not sufficient, he

added. Training facilities must b
mproved md ~ the
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Industry Preferred

N ANY housewives find *it diffi- |
s cult to understand why])
Coloured girls will go to factories |
'when they could go into domestice |
|service,. They assert that in
ldomestic service there is a home
land family atmosphere and the
personal touch: their wages.
jalthough lower than those paid
Hin _industry, include board and!
'lodging: many other favours in
| the form of clothing, uniforms, |
|ete, are enjoyed by the maid, |\
| and the conditions of work to-
day are not nearly as arduous
as they were 20 years ago. Why
then, they ask, do these girls
prefer to go into the impersonal
atmosphere of a factory where
| they are only so many labour
| units, where they get little in
t the form of clothing allowances
and where for their wages they
{ must find their own accommoda-
{ton and pay for their food?

. The reasons are not far to
K. The wages paid in indus-
to Coloured girls average
32 a year, which amounts to
‘month., This wage is
E dogble the average
Y  housewives hnd, | a;
0 ﬁ;g and 'lﬁﬂgiﬁg-
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can become if she is
fone in a household of Europeans
jand with little time off. At tea
time and at meal times factory

§ girls for the most part have a

| pleasant canteen to g0 to where
{they can gossip and chatter,
j MUSIC is played to them during
their working hours and the

] work is seldom arduous.

_therefore, not to be won-
ed at that non-European
‘eler ilhese conditions to.

tions so often obtaining

1 ice; > whem i th&y




.0M THE BULAWAYO CHRONICLE

LMEVENS (Bulawayo,
~ writes: It has often
1 mooted that more native
‘shemd be employed as ser-
One of the biggest deter-
> this is the amount of

qmte untrained,
m@st of the day

' ies Wy (whne
after child-
from £2 per
g It es’
- on a par with those
mou people might
yeuag untra.ined

ord May 1949




