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. 3o pow it is more than time that yoy
f:ﬁi::ﬂ:?ﬁ <uch as seem no longer to be f‘;:.&
f‘of &nsdenco, not for show but for service
0;‘11 fines oOF amercements but to diSCharge the g, g8
calling to Ged, your prince, and your country, An‘lﬁe,
as now you undertake the office of seers anq Iy d
to disclose the griefs of the commonwealth, Wher:; ,
being members, must needs have a near toy b ’
behooveth you to enter into the business for i d
called with minds void of all fear that may g ch
hearts, void of malicious and revengeful desire Py o,
and force you out of the way, and void of corry, at
affection that may dazzle and blind the eyes of
and judgment. In a word, therefore, consider thqt o
bounden to God by your oath and promise now pred
to her Majesty by your allegiance, to your country
and to your neighbors and friends by love and sq clety R
now the means in your own hands, and kn°Wing that]; o,1
and the Council do behold your doings, you oy hi‘
reverent care, duty, and diligence to procure theseg
that make no less for the glory of God and Satisfachl
prince than for the common good of the shire where ye..
and the particular benefit both of yourselves and eyer

fellow subjects.
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Charge for the Peace
At Maidstone, 29 April 1595

'Ijhfat it is the very drift, mark, and end of all good la
policies to cherish virtue and to chastise vice it doth well ap
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1y to the mind by discourse of inwarg
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pot © 5 to all outward show and proof ;
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bu and experience. For even as wit in the
natural body of

HCE i
l’f"““]edicme doth both sensibly purge

that they be no longer noisome, and YN
i ~ erew;

the vital parts that they may be enableq ¢, do the-mlt)hal

€1r best

so likewise in the politic body\of the o
Mmonwealth

ors
rm

ces;

ff.s +ve their appa'rent worth and effect, not o] as curati

me - or both do breed the dishonor of God ang diqtgmpn; PQXf-
W, but also as prese.rvatives from a]] tho;e and rthe
ﬁml by emboldening such a5 have charge of au-

jike .
fhority as bY comforting the honest Iabors of all such as be work-
Wive of the commonwealth, And forasmuch as aJ1

W’H men whether public or private do concern eijther

t . .
ihe service of God, the obedience of theijr Prince, or the mutual

jife and conversation of themselves one with another, therefore

Jso the Jaws of this realm have propounded unto us meet rules

ond directions, not only for the external worship of God by

he free use of His word and sacraments and for the lawful and

Joving obedience of the Queen’s Majesty by a careful preserva-
tion of her person, a dutiful regard of her honor, and 2 vigilant
conservation of her rights and preéminences, but also for the
tranquillity and good peace of ourselves, by commanding on the
one side security for our persons and possessions, fidelity in our
contractings, and diligence in our several places and callings,
and by forbidding on the other side all force, deceit, corruption,
idleness, intemperance, and many other abuses wherewith if
these good laws were not, our whole course and conversation
should be disturbed and could be nothing else but a continual

confusion, horror, and a living death, if I may so call it.

But now again, no more than medicines can avail the body if
they be not received into the body, nor weapons can aught pre-
vail in war if they be not drawn and used, no more, I say, can
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 laws, though never 50 politicly deviseq, by
o .t 411 whilst they lie shut up in our book
good ﬂqn‘ d dead elements, unless they shall q
lctthTSﬁ\. put in continual ure and practice, which
caretu l.)\, which their sweet and wholesome 'Ui
n'1.etm‘:' m'fi" be drawn and had from them, Ay d
;lgul;ious -nd execrable is the fau?t of all _thOSe B or
MM% o et i
the same, or that otherwise (%o.oppose themsely e, as(;)t Crteny
impeachments whereby the ministers of th.e Taves ey g8 ars -
which both the ministers would and their places 5¢ : ht 0 thy
require at their hands. For to such m-en we may riohd a_l'ge P
the whole blame and reproach that neither God Y i

e m
is righ,, . Pute
Majesty worthily obeyed, nor the comr Ong ly salii

,1121'_1&————' ; 00d &g,
wgl_lt’f_o’rfand procured with such Ca?ealfien\ofthe
as appertain Yea, we may in a n.lanner repute thep, - beavor
very authors and causers of all the disorder, malady, and e he
that is bred and nourished within the body of e 15chjeg
wealth amongst us. Mmgp,

But considering that by nature we are all very unwsi]
loath to be charged with fault, and much more 4
agnize * or confess it, and for that also it is the chief part
our present business here to inquire, search, and sift out faul(i
" and offenses, let us, I pray you, examine where and ip whom
resteth this great fault that these good and beneficial s b
not executed, to the end that the place and part effecteq bein
thereby known we may accordingly find out and apply fit remedy
and medicine for it. And herein I see no cause why we need
either to seek far or to labor long.

For it is undoubtedly true that you and we have in our own
hands, committed unto us of great favor and trust, the free
administration and power of so many and so excellent laws as
may suffice for the happy and full peace and profit of all the

ling and
ready t,

® Agnize: recognize.
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Charges to Quarter Sessions

f the same were duly dealt and observed. We our.
fnS.
ts 0

0 1 say. have this whole power in our wn_hands, you for
B says - — 5 TR

lve® . by inquiry and we for determination by hearing,
j]{ornmh nd' execution. So that necessaril

ir a &

ot o —aiLy between you and
l,l](]f_fnul til" grievous fault that the laws have not their due
o Jieth T desire ect. But whether more in you or us let
s 3 <

fono a ar by this that followeth.
ct( needs be confessed that without search and
mus

against Jaw are not discovered, without discoy
(,Ecnsets ;ufol'med’ without inform
e N0

inquiry
ery they
ation they cannot be heard,
are ™ 1 earing they ought not to be judged, and without judg-
thoul oy neither may nor can be lawfully and condignly pun-
SO/ that, take away discovery of faults by search and in-
ish.e " hich is the first motive and leading link of all this chain,
uirys W must you necessarily therewithal take away and with-
nd th(ﬁlthe means, power, and possibility to deliver that good
draw @ ft which otherwise these laws do offer and we all might
anfi P? them. Now, that you yourselves be the inquirers, seers,
enjoy ;r, chers by whom we are to take the whole light and in-
and Siion of things amiss, the form of your oath, the articles
form?lr charge, that special employment of you, and the whole
;)rf f:e and order of all this solemn proceeding do most evidently
rive and convince it. : ]
And therefore before such time as I enter into the points of
your wonted charge I must specially recommend this one unto
you as 2 principal article of your charge and inquiry: namely,
that first of all you search and inquire whether you yourselves,
that should present before our eyes the names and doings of
these offenders, be not the greatest let and impediment that we
cannot come to the light and sight of them. The fault is often
and openly found, not only by us at these services of the peace,
to our own particular grief, but also by the foreign justices in
their delivery of the gaol, to the general reproach of our whole

country, that neither our juries for inquiry do contain themselves
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