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On Monday 26 June 2017 a cohort of doctoral students, post-docs, early careers and established scholars met for the ‘Devotional Writing in Print and Manuscript in Early Modern England, 1558-1700’ Conference.  The event was funded by the University of Warwick’s English Department in collaboration with the Centre for the Study of the Renaissance, The Humanities Research Centre and the Early Modern Forum. The conference organisers (Professor Elizabeth Clarke and Doctoral Researcher Robert W. Daniel) aimed to use the event to showcase the excellent research being undertaken at Warwick in the field of Early Modern English.  The event was held on the ground floor of the Ramphal Building using its innovative presentational teaching spaces (R0.03/4 and R0.12).  In total 16 papers (20 minutes each), and 2 keynote plenary addresses (45 minutes each), were delivered as part of the event’s full programme.  Simultaneous panels ensured a wide range of topics were covered from Shakespeare to Dryden, from accounts of sickness to martyrdom, and from sermon notes to autobiographical writing.  A total of 27 delegates attended, representing 13 different universities from across both the Atlantic and the English Channel.  

The plenary addresses were particularly well received.  These were given by Warwick’s own distinguished Emeritus Professor Bernard Capp (on the topic of ‘Piety, Conversion and Domestic Conflict’), and the well-known lady of letters Dr Johanna Harris from the University of Exeter (on the topic of ‘Elizabethan Puritan Epistolary Networks’).  All in all, the conference was a resounding success, a verdict supported by a host of lovely comments from speakers and delegates alike. 

Although ‘devotional writing’ is a very broad idea, it was noticeable that several key themes quickly emerged from the papers that were delivered:
· The foundational nature of the concept of piety
· Its continuing relevance for and integration into a whole host of different areas (conceptual and physical)
· Questions about the authenticity/sincerity of authors and the devotional acts/attitudes they were prescribing/performing/proscribing
· The agency of individuals and/or communities in shaping big theological ideas to suit a particular set of religious practices
· Cross-denominational reading/referencing.

 The legacy of John Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, critiques of gaudy dress, and parsimonious or generous family wills were just some of the other re-occurring motifs of the day.  The intellectual output of speakers demonstrated renewed and reinvigorated calls for fresh examinations into the practical divinity and everyday piety of early modern English citizens. 
 
In spite (perhaps because) of the diversity of approaches, concerns, and disciplinary perspectives, the whole conference seemed to have a real sense of coherence, and the potential to give rise to a very strong edited volume.  The co-organisers are currently in talks with Oxford University Press with a view to producing an edited volume of essays based on the papers given at the conference.
 
[image: ]The co-organisers are also looking to the possibility of organising an annual interdisciplinary Early Modern Conference at Warwick to continue to create and foster valuable research networks and partnerships.  The co-organisers would like to thank all its funding partners for their invaluable time and support in making this event possible.
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