Hartmut Rosa Lecture and Workshop Report
Lecture, Friday 21 February 2020
Hartmut Rosa’s lecture “Resonance and Alienation. Two Modes of Experiencing Time in an Age of Acceleration” was well attended and a great success. Rosa’s lecture outlined the principal concepts of his study Resonance, published in translation by Verso in 2019. A video recording of the lecture can be viewed on the workshop’s webpage: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/modernlanguages/academic/helmutschmitz/resonance
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Workshop, Saturday 22 February 2020
The workshop produced very productive discussions around the six papers. Contributions critically explored both the usefulness and applicability of Rosa’s concept for Literary and Cultural Studies, as well as its context within Social Theory. 
Prof Anne Fuchs (Dublin), in a reading of the ‘grammophone’ episode of Thomas Mann’s Magic Mountain explored the novel’s reflection on the late romantic desire for ‘resonance’, arguing that Mann provides a critical assessment of the potential dangers of ‘unbridled resonance’ when applied to the public sphere. 
Prof Elisabeth Herrmann (Warwick) in her paper explored how Rosa’s concept of resonant and mute relationships to the world can be applied to Kafka by establishing a reading of his texts as ‘Anti-World-Systems Literature’.
Dr Doro Wiese (Warwick) analysed the representation of experiences of indigenous dispossession in Richard Wagamese’s novel Indian Horse through Rosa’s conception of alienation, arguing for a supplementation of Rosa’s concept with theories of dispossession. 
Dr Irina Hron (Gothenburg) looked at Rosa’s conception of the skin as ‘organ of resonance’, providing a reading of modernity through three epistemological turning points of ‘taxidermic’, ‘dermographic’ and ‘dermatrophic’ visions of the skin.
Dr Charles Turner (Warwick), describing Rosa’s concept of ‘resonance’ as a ‘God-term’, asked to what extent Rosa’s theory is describing a ‘first world problem’.
Dr Helmut Schmitz (Warwick) explored synergies between Rosa’s Resonance and Francois Jullien’s On Intimacy in relation to the representation of intimacy in Hanns-Josef Ortheil’s literary romance Love’s Closeness.

