Indo-Caribbean Literature and Culture

Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd July 2010, University of Warwick

Indo-Caribbean Literature and Culture 2010 was the first conference of the Indo-Caribbean Studies Association, based at the Yesu Persaud Centre for Caribbean Studies; the objective of the conference was to bring together a community of scholars and writers, to maintain the leading role that the ICSA and the University of Warwick have taken in the expanding field of Indo-Caribbean Studies. Over two days, a total of fifty delegates converged on the Ramphal Building from the Caribbean, the United States, India and Britain, to enjoy a formidable selection of academic papers, accompanied by a programme of film screenings, book launches, poetry readings and authors in conversation.

Professor Al Creighton from the University of Guyana delivered the keynote Roy Heath Memorial Lecture on ‘Aspects of Indian Culture in the Caribbean’, a wide-ranging paper which encapsulated the interdisciplinary focus of the conference. This focus was reflected by six panels featuring literature, music, film, photography and archival history, engaging with dominant themes in an Indo-Caribbean context: migration, indentureship, religion and spirituality, ethnicity, identity, memory and beyond. 

The conference finished with an open discussion on advancing the field of Indo-Caribbean Studies, echoing the commitment to international co-operation which led to the founding of the ICSA. The Association’s next stage of development will involve a new conference for 2012, an expansion of the scale and participation of Indo-Caribbean specialists around the world, and the planned launch of a peer-reviewed journal.

The conference was enabled substantially by advice, materials and financial support from the Humanities Research Centre, administrative support from the Faculty of Arts, and a contribution from the Institute of Advanced Study. Thanks to all who took part and helped to make Indo-Caribbean Literature and Culture 2010 such a successful and rewarding event.
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