Parish Data (The Twenty-Fourth Warwick Symposium on Parish Research) Saturday 16 May 2026
Co- organised by Beat Kümin, Jeanne Dufresne, Lynn Marriott & Dan Meldon (University of Warwick/My Parish) with Marek Słoń and Artur Karpacz (Institute for the Historical Geography of the Church in Poland – John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin).
This annual day conference, took place in hybrid format at the Faculty of Arts Building on Saturday 16 May 2026 with delegates attending from New Zealand, Poland, Hungary, Switzerland and Italy as well as the UK. Proceedings were divided into four parts with twelve speakers, all addressing the theme of ‘Parish Data’ with 15-minute contributions. 
The first panel of four sessions was entitled ‘Late Medieval Approaches’ (for speakers and titles, please see ‘programme details’ below).  Starting in the Kingdom of Bohemia, we explored a project that focussed on the reconstruction and analysis of the medieval parish network before the Hussite Wars.  Visitation records from the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln were then considered in relation to how Church Courts managed recidivist sexual and moral offending.  Then, the findings of the late medieval parish network of the Kingdom of Hungary as a spatial framework for integrating and analysing diverse historical data, which focused on two interconnected datasets.  Our medieval European tour concluded with a discussion of the registers kept in the Diocese of Basel during the fifteenth century, the employment patterns and the insights into socio-historical dimensions of the local lower clergy through the methodical approach of digital prosopography.  
The second panel of two papers was entitled ‘Community Perspectives’.  The first paper gave us an overview of the difficulties and issues faced by historians when trying to interpret and quantify trends when there are gaps in knowledge and specificity.  The second papers examined a dataset extracted from the 17th century sacramental records of the Parish of Bethlehem in Palestine, evaluating the potential and shortcomings of those records for quantitative and qualitative analyses.  
The third panel held under the title ‘Central European Data’, opened with an examination of how the Polish parish churches are represented in the records of the Kalisz consistory court from the first half of the sixteenth century.  The next paper considered how using Linked Open Data to model the careers of early modern parish clergy in Lesser Poland highlights key methodological challenges, including uncertainty, chronological gaps, and the complexity of institutional hierarchies.  Staying in Poland, a database designed to study church servants in the Diocese of Krakow from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century was then presented, which aims to reconstruct individual careers, social origins, patterns of mobility, and the participation of women in parish service. Moving to Hungary for the final paper, an analysis was given of demographic patterns of confessional difference in Catholic and Reformed communities in eighteenth-century Central Hungary using parish records from Pély and Átány. 

The final session of two papers was entitled ‘Big Data Processing’.  The first paper gave examples from the Polish context, and explained that there is no such thing as "objective data”.  The symposium concluded with a presentation of the Hearth Tax digital project for Chester and Hertfordshire (1662–1664) as a way to recover women’s presence in seventeenth-century local society through tax registers, using a range of digital tools, including Ancestry searches, text encoding with TEI-XML and GIS mapping.

The lively concluding discussion reviewed a wide range of prominent discussion points, from striking an appropriate balance between traditional source critique / new Digital Humanities skills via ways to enhance awareness of ongoing projects and ensuring their long-term viability to the desirability (or not) of some further central direction of research initiatives.  This debate continues with follow-on contributions posted on the Symposium website, which can be accessed at: http://go.warwick.ac.uk/my-parish/parishsymposia/data/.

The organisers gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the My-Parish Network, Warwick’s Humanities Research Centre, History Department and European History Research Centre and the Institute for the Historical Geography of the Church in Poland; the help from Sue Rae; as well as the contributions of all session chairs and online/in person delegates. 

Conference Programme:
Welcome and Session 1 – Late Medieval Approaches	Chair: Beat Kümin (Warwick)
Anna Pazourková (Charles University Prague): Database of pre-Hussite Territorial Church Administration in Bohemia: Sources, Structure, and Research Potential
Nicholas Ringwood (Waipapa Taumata Rau | the University of Auckland): Quantifying Misconduct: DataBased Approaches to Recidivism in Late Medieval Church Court Proceedings
Beatrix F. Romhányi (Károli Gáspár University): Parishes as Data Infrastructure: Reconstructing the Late Medieval Parish Network of the Kingdom of Hungary
Raphael Walker (University of Bern): Digital Prosopography in the Late Medieval Diocese of Basel: The lower Clergy of the Deaneries of Sisgau and Frickgau from 1460 to 1490

Session 2 – Community Perspectives	Chair: Jeanne Dufresne & Daniel Meldon
Robert Swanson (University of Birmingham): Small Data for Small Worlds: Recording the Medieval English Parish 
Felicita Tramontana (Roma Tre University): Data-Driven Insights from the Sacramental Records of Seventeenth-Century Bethlehem

Session 3 – Central European Data		Chair:  Marek Słoń
Arkadiusz Borek (Polish Academy of Sciences): The Visibility of Parish Churches in Local Consistory Court Records in Poland: A Case Study of the Kalisz Consistory
Artur Karpacz (John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin): What to Do with All That Data? Opportunities and Challenges in Modelling Early Modern Clergy Biographies in Lesser Poland with Linked Open Data 
Konrad Kołodziejczyk (Polish Academy of Sciences): Methodological Foundations and Structure of a Database of Church Servants in the Diocese of Krakow (16th–18th Centuries) 
Béla Vilmos Mihalik (Eötvös Loránd University): Confessional Demographic Model? Parish Records, Historical Demography, and Recatholisation in Eighteenth-Century Hungary

Session 4- Big Data Processing		Chairs: Artur Karpacz & Lynn Marriott
Marek Słoń (John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin): History Without Stories? Risk and Advantages of Big Parish Data
Andrew Wareham (University of Roehampton): Women’s Voices from the Seventeenth Century. Hearth Tax Digital - Chester and Hertfordshire 1662-1664
 
Report by Lynn Marriott (PRG History)
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