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The aim of this one-day interdisciplinary conference was to bring together scholars from different disciplines to investigate how dictatorial regimes tried to control and mould children across Western and Eastern Europe as well as South America in the Twentieth century. This goal has fully been achieved. The conference gathered speakers from the UK, Germany, Portugal and Canada. Their papers tackled the topic from different perspectives (history, literature, education, visual culture) and covered several geographical areas (Eastern Europe, Portugal, Hungary, China, Iran, Germany, Italy, Spain and Argentina).

The event was organized into three sessions. The first one was devoted to the exercise of power through visual culture and examined comics, textbooks’ illustrations and educational films as instruments of propaganda and indoctrination. The second one focused the impact of politics on the literary field, both in terms of its strategic use to convey suitable attitudes, ideas and ideologies and of its censorship to prevent cultural freedom. Finally, the third session centred on the pivotal issues of memory and trauma re-elaboration through a close analysis of authentic materials produced by school children and its literary representation by adults.

The three panels were framed by the two keynote speeches. Dr. Nick Baron (Nottingham) opened the day talking about the strategies of child dis-placement and re-placement that new East European states in the interwar period undertook to secure their status and future integrity. Prof. Alison Ribeiro de Menezes (Warwick) closed the conference exploring forms of children’s resilience and coping strategies during post-war Spain and the Argentine dictatorship narrated in contemporary Spanish and Argentine fiction.

The conference was very well attended (30 people) and its development has been followed by a live institutional tweeting throughout the day (https://twitter.com/UndControl2016). We hope to carry on this research project and to publish a volume that would deepen and extend the ideas arisen from the conference around the three approaches illustrated above. In this respect, most of the speakers have already shown interest for future collaborations. 
Finally, we would like to acknowledge the support of Warwick’s Humanities Research Centre, Research Student Skills Programme and the School of Modern Languages and Cultures in making possible such an invaluable opportunity for research networking and organizational skills development. 
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