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Co-sponsors: Centre for the Study of the Renaissance and Department of History, University of Warwick
Dates: 7-8 October, 2016

The international conference and workshop "Unrest in Venice. Popular Politics in an Aristocratic Republic" brought together senior and early career scholars from the U.S., U.K. and Europe to challenge the persistent idea of early modern Venice as a serene and uniquely stable city-state. More formal papers presented on the first day of the conference examined the role of ordinary Venetians - artisans and policemen, boatmen and prostitutes, native-born and immigrants - as political actors, showing how conflicts and forms of contestation were an integral part of the Venetian political system both in the city and the wider empire. Speakers also considered how the Venetian patrician elite purposefully minimized these tensions through the courts, guilds and confraternities, as well as in their history-writing, archival practices and record keeping. On the second day, a smaller group of participants gathered in a closed workshop to develop their contributions to a book on the same theme, to be edited by Claire Judde de Larivière and Maartje Van Gelder, that is intended to a be a major contribution to the historiography of the Venetian Republic as well as the broader study of popular politics in the early modern period. 
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