‘Waterborne Pageants and Festivities in the Renaissance’

Conference at the Palazzo Pesaro Papafava (Warwick in Venice), March 2010

This Conference, organised by Margaret Shewring, marked the contribution of Warwick to the re-emergence of Renaissance Festivals as a significant interdisciplinary and transnational research field for 21st-century scholarship and, in particular, that of Professor Ronnie Mulryne (Emeritus) to the establishment of this field through the research projects led by Warwick’s AHRC Centre for the Study of Elites and Renaissance Court Cultures. 

The Conference was supported by the HRC, the HRF, the School of Theatre, Performance and Cultural Policy Studies and the Centre for the Study of the Renaissance. The appointment of Professor Stephen Orgel (Stanford) as an IAS Visiting Fellow enabled him to visit Warwick before participating in the Venice conference.
The speakers for the Conference included: Maria Ines Aliverti (University of Pisa), Sydney Anglo (University of Wales, Swansea), Marie-Claude Canova-Green (University of London), Monique Chatenet (Conservateur en chef du Patrimoine, Paris), Richard Cooper (University of Oxford), H. Neville Davies (University of Birmingham), Iain Fenlon (University of Cambridge), Robert Knecht (University of Birmingham), Iain McClure (Epsom College, Surrey), Margaret M. McGowan (University of Sussex), Ronnie Mulryne (University of Warwick), Stephen Orgel (Stanford University), Nadine Pederson (Central Washington University), David Sánchez-Cano (Independent Scholar and translator, Madrid), Julie Sanders (University of Nottingham), Roger Savage (University of Edinburgh), Margaret Shewring (University of Warwick), Mara Wade (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) and Helen Watanabe-O’Kelly (University of Oxford). Two of Warwick’s undergraduates Alice Gahan (Theatre and Performance Studies) and Rio West (English and Theatre Studies) attended the Conference and assisted with its smooth running, along with two postgraduates – Pesala Bandara (Centre for the Study of the Renaissance) and Linda Briggs (History). Valuable help in the organisation of the Conference was given by Victoria Strudwick, Chiara Croff, Roberta Warrman and Cathy Charlton as well as by Kate Brennan and Claire Nicholls.
Ashgate Publishing hosted a reception on the first evening. This was partly to mark the publication in March 2010, in fully-searchable e-book format, of the two-volume collection of Renaissance Festival Books Europa Triumphans: Court and Civic Festivals in Early Modern Europe, general editors J. R. Mulryne, Helen Watanabe-O’Kelly and Margaret Shewring (Ashgate, 2004). A collection of essays (edited by Margaret Shewring) emerging from the ‘Waterborne Pageants and Festivities’ Conference is to be published by Ashgate in autumn 2011.
Mascherata, a Renaissance Music Ensemble with Catherine Groom (recorders, soprano, harp), Adrian Horsewood (baritone, drum, reciter) and Richard Mackenzie (lute), performed on the second evening for members of the Conference and some special guests, prior to the Conference Dinner – both concert and dinner being in honour of Ronnie Mulryne. The Palazzo looked splendid: with guests arriving by boat at the candle-lit garden entrance, all of its spaces used to the full, Prosecco flowing and music filling the early evening air as the prelude to a truly Venetian, if not Renaissance, festive banquet.
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