Conference Report
“Women Writing Space: Representations of Gender and Space in post-1850 British Women’s Writing” was a one-day conference held at the University of Warwick on 7th March 2009 organised by Arina Lungu and Charlotte Mathieson.

 ‘Women Writing Space’ aimed to bring together discourses on the relationship between gender and space from a variety of academic disciplines, including literary studies, architecture, and history, providing a stimulating research environment in which around 50 national and international scholars, ranging from graduate students to established academics, explored new approaches and ways of theorising space.

The debate was opened by writer and visual artist Rosa Ainley, who gave a remarkable keynote presentation on the theme of “the threshold” in spatial practices. Examining three of her own works produced in radically different environments, from architecture to writing and virtual space, Ainley addressed questions about the nature of interstitiality and the relationship between text and space. This paved the way for further discussion of urban spaces in the first panel session, which explored representations of the city in contemporary fiction and poetry.

A second stimulating keynote was provided by Dr Lynne Walker who introduced a historical perspective to debates of gender and space by considering the spaces utilised by Victorian professional women writers. The paper engaged with the creative efforts through which female artists and writers of the period managed to negotiate both public and private domains within the space of their homes.

The first afternoon panel focused on nation spaces, with papers concerning mid-20th Century drama, fiction and travel writing. The final panel returned to the Victorian period with papers exploring themes of borders and boundaries in gendered spatial representations in fiction and poetry from the period.

The conference generated lively debates in an atmosphere of friendly and productive criticism, testifying to an ever-increasing interest in this field of research. Thanks to Sue Dibben, and to all the speakers, chairs, and helpers who contributed to the success of the conference.
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