Brief Introduction to the “Chinese Bridge”-
Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign College Students
  
The “Chinese Bridge”-Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign College Students is a large-scale international contest organized by HANBAN (Chinese Language Council International). For the past 9 years since its launch in 2002, this annual event has attracted more than 60,000 college students from over 62 countries, of which more than 700 have been invited to China to attend the semi-finals and finals. The “Chinese Bridge” has become an important platform for international college students around the world to learn more about the Chinese language and culture. It is a bridge of understanding that links China to young people internationally. 

The “Chinese Bridge” competition is more diversified than simply having students tested on language skills. It includes tests of students’ Chinese language proficiency, knowledge of China, Chinese cultural skills and comprehensive ability. As language and culture could be communicated in a variety of ways, through performances on the stage: Chinese Kongfu, Taichi, paper-cutting, calligraphy, painting, Chinese instruments playing, singing and dancing etc., students will have the opportunity to showcase their understanding of the Chinese literature and culture with own speciality. To attract a more diverse range of candidates, in addition to the Outstanding, First, Second and Third Prizes, the Competition Committee has also set up a series of special awards for individuals, such as Best Presentation, Best Performance and Best Eloquence & Best Tutor, etc.
Furthermore, winners of preliminary contests are invited to the finals in China. They will have a chance to win a scholarship to further their Chinese studies in China. Beyond the competitions, this event will also bring unforgettable experience for the participants. They get together in China to make new friends, widen horizons and share the knowledge and expertise in Chinese learning.
In 2010 British Contestant Steward Edward Johnson has won the Top Prize--Outstanding Award at the 9th “Chinese Bridge” Competition Final held in Changsha, China, which has greatly inspired the Youth Chinese learners in the UK. 

The 10th -UK Preliminary Event will be held in London by Hanban (Confucius Institute Headquarters) UK Representative Office under the guidance and supervision of the Education Section of the Chinese Embassy on March 19th, 2011. Talented students from colleges and universities all over the country will be attending the event to showcase their extraordinary skills and knowledge in Chinese. 
For further information of the event, please contact:
第十届“汉语桥”世界大学生中文比赛英国赛区预选赛
暨庆祝“汉语桥”十周年活动组委会

国家汉办/孔子学院总部驻英代表处

124 Euston Road, 

London NW1 2AL

Tel: 020 7388 8818
Fax: 020 7388 8828
Email: chinesebridge@hanbanuk.org

Website: www.chinese.cn/bridge
