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Title:  INSPIRING THE STUDY OF MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES BY VERY ABLE, 14-19 STUDENTS.

Background:

A significant proportion of able students are under-achievers, resulting in low participation rates in Higher Education of students from Excellence in Cities and Education Action Zones.

Changes in the National Curriculum have threatened the take-up of Modern Foreign Languages in schools at GCSE and beyond which raises questions as to how to encourage the study of Modern Foreign Languages following the end of the mandatory curriculum. There are also signs of a low take-up of Modern Foreign Languages amongst ethnic minority groups with English as a Second Language.

Evidence suggests that those students who do embark on a degree in Modern Foreign Languages are highly successful.

AIM:

To investigate opportunities and routes to inspiring very able 14-19 year old students who may be currently under-achieving and/or from non-traditional backgrounds, to continue studying Modern Foreign Languages, thereby increasing take-up and success rates at GCSE, AS, A2 and degree levels.

Objectives:
To establish effective ways of raising awareness of the value of learning a Modern Foreign Language in terms of career, society and culture.

To reflect on content and pedagogy which would improve motivation levels in schools and colleges and student progression from GCSE to A-Level (or equivalent) and from A-Level to University, (and develop effective activities which would allow MFL departments at Warwick to support this).

To encourage discussion between teachers and lecturers to share ideas and to gain a greater understanding of their respective work; to encourage lecturers to reflect on and respond to the changing nature of their undergraduates and to facilitate understanding in teachers of the expectations of students at University.

To develop a process of dissemination in support of the attempt to increase the number of young people from non-traditional backgrounds making successful applications to universities to study Modern Foreign Languages.
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1.  RESEARCH – ISSUES AND BARRIERS 

In 2004, Languages were made optional in the KS4 curriculum. Only one third of maintained schools kept languages as compulsory in 2004, this figure has dropped to one quarter for the academic year 2005/2006.

 CILT’s ‘Language Trends’ publication entitled ‘Languages in KS4’ concluded that:

‘ schools in the lowest quartile of educational achievement are least likely to offer languages as a compulsory subject (7%), while schools in the highest quintile are most likely to do so (63%)’

The key findings also suggest that ‘the situation in independent schools remains relatively stable.’

Both statements suggest a gloomy future for languages in maintained schools. Languages are at risk of becoming an elitist subject once again, where only the most able pupils from the most affluent areas have the option, support and motivation to pursue a language further.

Support for languages in the changing 14-19 curriculum varies greatly from school to school. If we are to reverse the decline in language take-up in maintained schools then some of the issues identified by the Language Trends 2005 survey need to be addressed. 

The report makes several suggestions as to how the status of MFL can be raised in secondary schools. The first highlights the importance of attitudes in the school towards languages and that if languages did not have the collective support of pupils, staff and parents then the success of MFL would be adversely affected.

The perception that languages are far more difficult than other subjects is also an issue raised in the report. This perception must be challenged. The introduction of Primary MFL entitlement should go some way to addressing this issue as it will remove the ‘fear factor’ from languages and teach pupils valuable transferable skills that they will be able to use, not only in other languages, but also in other subject areas. They will also arrive at secondary school with a recognised level of competency in languages and will therefore regard their progress in languages as more or less equal to other subjects.

The perceived ‘relevance’ of learning a Modern Foreign Language is also an issue which affects the take-up of languages at KS4. Some pupils, particularly those from disadvantaged, rural or small town settings (Language Trends 2005), cannot see the point of learning a language if they have no intention of ever visiting that country. The National Centre for Languages (CILT) has recently produced materials for schools which attempt to address this issue by raising pupils’ awareness of the need for language learners by UK businesses . These resources can be ordered form the CILT website under the name of ‘Languages Work’. 

The Report also raised the issue of alternative provision. With the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda in mind, language departments must now begin to think about offering a range of language courses which offer all pupils the opportunity to continue with a language in KS4 and beyond. Schools have a number of alternative courses to choose from which offer either a vocational route or a more traditionally academic one. Alternative provision is not currently being offered in any systematic or widespread way, however modernising the language curriculum would certainly be one way of addressing issues of recruitment and widening participation.

Another barrier faced by MFL departments is the way in which option blocks are designed at KS3 which can adversely affect the take-up of languages. Languages are very often blocked against more “popular” or “easier” subjects.  

Positive findings in the report include commitment from the Leadership Team for language learning and creative thinking about languages in the changing 14-19 curriculum. In these conditions languages can flourish and take-up can remain high.

So how can we best support languages to ensure their place in the changing 14-19 curriculum? The National Centre for Languages survey ‘Languages in KS4’ attempts to answer this question and offers useful guidance to language advisors and teachers. For instance, it calls for teachers and Connexions advisers to ensure rigorous and sustained marketing of languages and language learning. It also suggests that diversifying the number and type of language courses on offer to suit different types of learners will increase take-up at KS4. Finally, it recommends the development of partnerships between schools, HEIs and businesses. This has great potential in terms of making the case for languages as pupils see undergraduates as ‘language role models’ and also see the relevance of languages in the real world.

Unless languages are made a compulsory part of the KS4 curriculum once more, language departments in secondary schools across the country face an uncertain future. This research project has been conducted with this very much in mind. Rather than produce an academic paper, it was considered more beneficial to use this opportunity in order to develop partnerships with language stakeholders that would extend beyond the duration of the Fellowship.

2.  THE CLUSTER GROUP 

It was decided to develop partnerships on a small scale initially, for reasons of practicality. Three local secondary schools were selected to take part in the project, namely the Westwood School – a Technology College, Tile Hill Wood – a Specialist Language College and Finham Park – a Maths and Computing College. These schools were specifically chosen for their location, profile and willingness to participate in the project. See Appendix A, B and C. These schools will be referred to as Cluster Schools for the remainder of this report.  

Language teachers, pupils and Connexions advisers from the aforementioned Cluster Schools have been involved in a variety of events and activities over the past year. As a result, partnerships have been developed with a number of departments at the University of Warwick namely Warwick Volunteers, the Student Admissions Office, the Modern Foreign Language Faculty and the Warwick Arts Centre. The intention now is to extend these partnerships to Language Departments in secondary schools across the city. 

3.   EXISTING OUT-REACH PROJECTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

The Modern Foreign Language Department at the University of Warwick already offers a variety of language events and activities to schools across Coventry and Warwickshire. However, widening participation is still a concern for Warwick as it is for many other universities across the UK. This concern is echoed by Professor Mike Kelly, Director for Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies:

‘ Although overall confidence is starting to return to languages in Higher Education, there is a strong concern that the less privileged students are increasingly missing out on language opportunities.’

One of the aims of this research project was to explore ways in which pupils from traditionally low participation backgrounds might be encouraged to take languages at GCSE and beyond. Many of these pupils have been identified by the organisation AimHigher and their involvement in various events and clubs is being monitored and evaluated by the event organisers at the University of Warwick.

Many of the organised events and clubs seek to encourage pupils to see the relevance and value of language learning and the importance it will have in equipping them to compete in the global workplace of the 21st century. Some of the clubs aim to raise academic achievement (Study Clubs), whilst others aim to raise cultural awareness by providing opportunities for pupils to enjoy language through Taster Days.

For some time the University of Warwick has hosted outreach language events however, these events have not been recorded in a systematic and centralised way. Not all departments and faculties are aware of what their colleagues are hosting and when. Therefore, this project has attempted to collate a calendar of all language events at the University of Warwick. In compiling this calendar careful consideration had to be given to whom these events were targeting, when in the academic year they should occur and how the impact of each event would be evaluated. This was achieved successfully by carefully comparing the school calendar with that of the University. Windows of opportunity were then identified throughout the school year. Events were then planned so as to coincide with critical decision times in school when pupils are asked to opt for courses in KS3, KS4 and KS5.

The ‘Language Events’ Calendar has now been revised to meet the needs of both schools and the University (Appendix D). Language Pupils from each Key Stage will have the opportunity to visit the University of Warwick and experience language taster sessions, a campus tour, a ‘Why Study Languages?’ talk and a trip to the Warwick Arts Centre to watch a foreign film. The nature of the events being offered ensure that language learning is promoted at all levels of secondary education and that the issue of widening participation is also addressed as events are open to all pupils rather than just G & T pupils.

4.  NEW LANGUAGE EVENTS
One of the outcomes of this partnership is that two new events have appeared on the Language Events Calendar 2006/2007. They are:

The European Day of Languages

Approximately 50 pupils from the three cluster schools will be invited to the Warwick Arts Centre to watch two foreign language films. Funds from the Fellowship budget will be used to finance this event. The day will also serve to celebrate each school’s involvement in the project and will mark a fitting end to the fellowship. Each film will be introduced by a member of the University’s Language Department with the aim of putting the film into context and explaining why it is important to study a language. Pupil evaluations will be completed at the end of the screening so that John Gore, Films Programmer at the Warwick Arts Centre, can evaluate the success of the event and look at the possibility of running the same event in subsequent years for schools across the city. 

National Schools’ Film Week

October sees the arrival of National Schools’ Film Week (NSFW). Coventry schools are fortunate to have the Warwick Arts Centre in such close proximity and will be able to make use of this rich resource to celebrate NSFW. All schools in Coventry will be sent details of this event before the end of the summer term 2006.

It is hoped that these events will help to develop a variety of skills in secondary school pupils. For example, pupils will develop a dialogue that will enable them to discuss, compare and contrast foreign language films in terms of genre, plot, characters and cultural issues. It will also give pupils exposure to ‘real’ language and therefore give them opportunities to be completely immersed in the foreign language. Additionally it will be used as a source of material for written assignments for GCSE (AQA) where pupils are asked to complete a critique on a film, book or programme. With careful planning by the teacher this event could be assimilated into the Scheme of Work with a complementary unit of work.

5.  WARWICK VOLUNTEERS
Another outcome of this research project has been to build on existing links between the Warwick Volunteers Organisation and local schools. Warwick Volunteers have already developed effective links with primary schools to assist in the delivery of Primary Modern Foreign Languages.

A small scale project has run this year with the help of its project manager, Jamie Darwin. In previous years ‘Language Ambassadors’ have been used to support language events. However this has proved costly. This year, for the first time, language students have been encouraged to join Warwick Volunteers. As the name suggests, students volunteer their support and CRB checks are completed free of charge. Approximately 10 students volunteered this year to visit Language Study Clubs at the three Cluster schools involved in the project. Before they visited schools they underwent formal training delivered by Secondary Language teachers which gave students guidance on how to best support language pupils with their GCSE coursework. During their time in school students helped pupils with pronunciation, intonation, sentence construction and revision techniques.

 Pupils responded positively to the help offered by students from the University of Warwick. The number of pupils attending Language Study Clubs increased as they knew that more help was available and that the help being offered was from young people with a shared interest in languages. This project was particularly rewarding for all involved. With the support of Warwick Volunteers and the Education Management Committee this scheme will now be extended to secondary schools across the city.

A recruitment fair for Warwick Volunteers will take place in October. This year, for the first time, secondary school study clubs will be promoted by Mary Goodwin, a language coach in the city. If successful, there should be enough language volunteers to visit secondary schools across the city in the coming year.

Language undergraduates from Warwick Volunteers have also been used to deliver assemblies on the topic ‘Why Study Languages?’ This has occurred on a small scale this year but will happen on a much larger scale next year.

The ‘Why Study Languages?’ material from the LLAS and the ‘Languages Work’ resources from CILT make a very strong case for languages but very often the person who delivers this message determines the level of importance attached to it. Historically, pupils see teachers as having ulterior motives for promoting the importance of languages. If these messages are delivered from a language undergraduate or a careers adviser then more status and credibility is attached to the topic from a pupil’s perspective.

For this event to grow in frequency and be offered to all secondary schools, a window of opportunity needs to be identified by language departments in schools, as to when this type of event would have most impact on promoting recruitment at KS4. It will also be important to make the promotional resources available to Warwick Volunteers so that they can familiarise themselves with its content and can personalise it so as to share some of their own experiences.

6.  CLUSTER GROUP MEETINGS
One of the key findings of the Footit Report 2002 and CILT’s ‘Language Trends 2005’ survey was that Higher Education Institutions should develop partnerships with schools to:

‘Develop and share good practice and demonstrate the importance of language learning’.

This good practice is already being developed through events such as Beyond GCSE and Language Taster Days, which build relationships between pupils and the University of Warwick Language Faculty.

This fellowship has facilitated the process of creating a partnership and dialogue between language teachers at the three Cluster Schools and lecturers from the Modern Foreign Language Faculty. On the first occasion, the discussion focused on the many issues surrounding the take-up of languages. Transition was highlighted as a particular concern and how assessment methods and criteria differ from one level to the next. It was decided that for the second meeting colleagues would discuss both of these issues. Teachers and Lecturers were each given samples of students’ written assignments along with a copy of the assessment criteria. They were then asked to award students a grade and then compare with that given by the teacher. This gave the group an insight into what pupils and students are expected to achieve and how well they achieve it. This was a particularly useful exercise in that it identified the focus at GCSE and A’ Level being on the ability to communicate key points of information and to display a range of tenses and sentence structures. However, by the time students reach University, the emphasis shifts heavily towards grammar, accuracy and translation.

The Modern Foreign Language Faculty at the University of Warwick will use the outcome of this meeting to examine their current Year 1 Programme and to look at ways of adapting it to meet the changing needs of their undergraduates, thus easing the transition from sixth form to University.

French Lecturer, Dr Catherine Hampton, took this one step further by inviting first year undergraduates to attend a meeting to discuss their experiences as language undergraduates at the University of Warwick. Five students attended and talked openly about why they chose to pursue languages, what they had found most challenging about their degree course so far and how well they felt school had prepared them for life at University. Four of the questions asked at this meeting were:

1. What did you find most challenging about AS/A2 Level in MFL?

2. How well do you feel schools prepared you for your language learning experiences at University?

3. What came as the biggest shock to you when you embarked on your language degree?

4. If you could have changed anything about your language learning experiences in school, what would you have changed and why?

In response to question 1, most students felt that the degree of language output expected was much greater than at GCSE. They also felt that there was a noticeable leap in the depth of language and knowledge required, however, this was not seen as negative as they felt that this leap was a feature of all subjects at A’ Level.

In response to the second question, some students felt that A’ Level had been far too structured and mechanical. It was felt that there was too much emphasis on banks of structures which, if used not accurately, stood little chance of success. It was also felt that there was little or no room for creativity.

The biggest shock for students embarking on a language degree at the University of Warwick was the volume of grammar they were expected to cover and the concentration on translation, something they had not encountered in any depth before. They had also expected most seminars and lectures to be delivered in the target language which was not the case. The main reason for this is that, at degree level, students develop their intellectual capacity as well as their subject knowledge. Many of the concepts relating to the themes and texts explored at degree level often require a level of language that is not always accessible to first year students in their chosen Modern Foreign Language.

Finally, if students could have changed anything about their language learning experiences in school they would have liked to have studied languages from early on in primary school. The KS2 Primary Modern Foreign Language Framework will be introduced into primary schools in 2009 which should address this concern.

7.  THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK’S WEBSITE (APPENDIX E)

In an effort to build lasting partnerships between the University of Warwick and local schools in Coventry, the idea was raised of creating an area on the University’s Website especially for teachers. An area has since been created by the name of ‘Useful Links for Teachers’. This area contains a comprehensive list of websites, each with a short description of their content and usefulness. The area has been divided into four categories:

General – this contains language links related to teaching and learning, research, exam boards and government organisations.

Primary – this contains links to language websites suitable for KS1 and KS2 suitable for teachers and learners of primary languages.

KS3 – a range of links to language websites suitable for KS3.

KS4 – a range of links to language websites suitable for KS4.

This area of the website will continue to be updated even after the completion of the Fellowship. This will ensure that it remains relevant and useful to all who use it. The website will be advertised to Language teachers across Coventry at the end of the summer term so that teachers have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with some of its content before the new academic year.

8.  CONNEXIONS

The importance of the careers service in the promotion of Modern Foreign Languages must not be underestimated. Careers Advisers are seen as the ‘experts’ when giving pupils advice on which career path to pursue. It is important therefore, that careers advisers are made aware of the many job opportunities available to pupils who continue with a language. In an ideal world they should be emphasising to pupils that:

‘UK employers have a shortage of people with language skills and these skills are vital for continued development of the UK economy’ - Phil Williams, Careers Europe

This will continue to remain the case as long as languages remain optional on the KS4 curriculum. There are a number of high quality resources available to schools careers services to assist them in their role of promoting language learning.

However, some responsibility lies with Heads of Department for Modern Foreign Languages to make careers services aware of these materials and perhaps guide them on how, when and to which audience they can best be used. 

Partnerships are certainly the way forward if we are to raise the profile and status of language learning in the changing 14-19 curriculum. Partnerships have been forged, on a small scale, between the 3 Cluster schools and their corresponding Connexions Advisers. A meeting was arranged whereby Connexions advisers were brought together to review resources from CILT and LLAS and to discuss how, when and with which year group these resources might best be used. 

Careers advisers from the Cluster Schools were given a selection of laminated posters containing information and statistics about languages and careers. They also received a folder of activities and a directory from CILT as well as the new CD-ROM from LLAS. A designated area now exists in each of the three Connexions offices to promote careers with languages.

During this meeting one concern was raised about the need for careers advisers to offer unbiased advice to pupils and that to promote languages could impinge on their neutrality. This is perhaps a legitimate concern. It is important that Connexions advisers feel comfortable with the information that they are giving to pupils and why. In an attempt to resolve the issue of impartiality, it was decided that the Connexions Advisers from the three Cluster Schools would use some of the materials to promote languages on the European Day of Languages or during that week. They have also agreed to use the materials with pupils who refer themselves to a Connexions adviser with a particular interest in languages. Connexions Advisors from the Cluster schools will now return to their respective schools and will try out various ways of using the materials. At the end of next academic year a review will take place to evaluate the success of what they have done. Should the partnership prove to be successful, this approach will be shared with Connexions services and Heads of Modern Foreign Languages across the City.

9.   CONCLUSIONS

The objectives outlined by the HEFCE proposal were to:

· To establish effective ways of raising awareness of the value of learning a Modern Foreign Language

· To reflect on content and pedagogy

· To encourage discussion between teachers and lecturers to share ideas and to gain a greater understanding of their respective work

· To develop a process of dissemination in support of the attempt to increase the number of young people from non-traditional backgrounds making successful applications to universities to study Modern Foreign Languages.

To this end the research project has been successful. The involvement of Connexions advisers and University undergraduates in raising awareness of the value of using a Modern Foreign Language will continue to develop next year. This will ensure that all young people from traditional and non-traditional backgrounds will receive high quality advice about the importance of continuing with a language.

The development of a ‘useful links for teachers’ area on the University of Warwick’s website has provided an interface for communication between the University of Warwick and local schools. The area has links to a wealth of resources relating to language content and pedagogy as well as allowing teachers to browse the rest of the site which informs them of forthcoming language events, the availability of HE courses and much more.

The research project has also been successful in its development of a Cluster Group. This group has met once a term to discuss issues surrounding the take-up of languages and widening participation. It has also provided additional opportunities to reflect on content and pedagogy  in both the secondary and tertiary sector. This cluster group will continue to develop next year by extending an invitation to Modern Foreign Language Departments across the city. It is hoped that Cluster meetings will alternate between two key formats, the first will be to facilitate ‘idea swaps’ between Modern Foreign  Language teachers, the second would be to examine how the University and local Modern Foreign Language departments might develop even closer links in an attempt to increase the number of young people from non-traditional backgrounds making successful applications to universities to study Modern Foreign Languages.

The driving force behind this research project has been the strength of the partnerships being developed. It was important that any research carried out, or partnerships developed, during the project were not purely for the duration of the fellowship period. It was considered necessary that any lasting partnerships born out of this project  would continue to grow in size and purpose long after the fellowship expired. It is fair to say that this has been successful and it will be interesting to see how this continues to develop over the coming years.

10.  SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER ACTION
1.  Continuation and expansion of Cluster meetings between the Modern Foreign Language Faculty at the University of Warwick and secondary school teachers should take place. It is hoped that these meetings will take place two, possibly three, times a year with the aim of facilitating ‘idea swaps’ between teachers and to discuss language specific issues. These meetings would also encourage:

· greater co-ordination of language events

· a more common approach to language promotion

· greater dialogue between colleagues at all levels

· closer links between language undergraduates and local school pupils

2.  Warwick Volunteers

From September 2006 Warwick Volunteers will endeavour to recruit language undergraduates specifically for KS4 Language Study Clubs. This will be the first time that students have been recruited in such a systematic way. In the past, students have been recruited to support languages in the primary classroom. This service will now be extended to after school clubs in secondary schools. 

For this type of service to succeed and expand it is essential for secondary schools to clarify how many students they require, in which languages, on which day and at what time. Without this clarification student volunteers cannot be allocated to a meet the needs of the school.

It is also desirable that students receive some kind of formal training on the nature of the GCSE exam in their host school and how they can best provide support for its’ pupils.

There are great benefits to be gained from this partnership:

· Students will gain valuable work experience and life skills.

· Pupils will be in regular contact with language role models, learn more about life at university and understand how languages can be taken further.

· Teachers will be able to identify G&T pupils and C/D borderline pupils who would benefit from extra support from language students at after school clubs.

· Schools should benefit from an improvement in attainment in languages.

· Universities should see an increase in the number of pupils choosing to continue with languages beyond GCSE, particularly from non-traditional backgrounds, thus addressing the issue of widening participation.  

3.   The role of parents in supporting children from low participation backgrounds is worthy of further investigation. In addition to this work, strategies for supporting parents need to be developed, as do strategies for helping those young people whose parents either cannot or will not support them.

4.   The local directory of Higher Education activities in schools, colleges and HE should be regularly updated and published so that all parties are aware of all opportunities and events that are available to them.

5.  The continued updating and development of ‘Useful Links for Teachers’ section on the University of Warwick’s website will ensure that teachers have a useful list of resources at their fingertips to assist them in their classroom teaching and continuing professional development. 

6.   The role that the Connexions service has played in this partnership would be worthy of review. If it is felt that their role in promoting languages has been successful then it would be worth extending this approach to the rest of the city.

11.   Dissemination of the Report

The report will be disseminated to the following organisations:

· The University of Warwick’s Website

· HEFCE

· AimHigher

· Coventry Schools’ Learning Network Website

· Cluster Schools

APPENDICES

Appendix A

Finham Park School – a Maths & Computing College


Finham Park is a popular and successful 11-18 comprehensive school situated in the south-west of Coventry. In September 2003 we were awarded Specialist College Status in Mathematics and Computing and in 2004 we became a Leading Edge School. There are currently 1500 students on the school roll, including some 350 in the Sixth Form.

Finham Park has earned an excellent reputation within the local community and our staff are both dedicated and highly qualified. The recently published Ofsted report endorsed Finham Park as a good school where standards have remained well above average and have risen above the national trend over the last five years.

Parental expectations of performance are high and parental involvement is actively encouraged. The school has a strong tradition of academic success and in 2004, 75% of pupils achieved 5 A*-C grades at GCSE level.

We take great care to provide a safe and secure environment for all of our students and new pupils will be made to feel welcome at the school. We actively encourage the development of good citizenship skills and demand high standards in both the appearance and behaviour of our students.

The face of education is changing rapidly and Finham Park School wants to be at the cutting edge of these changes. We continue to be very forward looking and have recently introduced many positive changes throughout the school. Our specialist status and the introduction of new technologies are helping to transform teaching and learning across a wide range of subjects.

Appendix B

Tile Hill Wood School & Language College

Tile Hill Wood School & Language College is a fully comprehensive school which welcomes and nurtures students from a wide range of backgrounds and abilities. Two features make us especially distinctive: we are the only single-sex girls' school in Coventry and we have been a specialist language College, Coventry's first, since 1999.
As an all-girls' school we feel we provide opportunities for girls to thrive academically in an environment suited to their particular needs.

As a language college we are ideally positioned to prepare students for their future working lives. The need to have a good understanding of other lands and cultures have never been more important, and the ability to speak foreign languages is a highly valued skill amongst employers. 

We provide the same basic curriculum as any other comprehensive school but our specialist school status has allowed us to enhance that provision. In particular we are able to provide excellent ICT facilities through the extra funding we have received. 

We believe that the best way to find out about a school is to visit it on a working day, and we would welcome the opportunity to take you around the school, visiting classrooms and talking to students and staff. 

The school is situated in the south-west of Coventry close to the University of Warwick. It is fortunate to be sited in 27 acres of land with extensive playing fields, meadows and a rich natural habitat.

Appendix C

The Westwood School – a Technology College

The Westwood School was opened in 1974 and completed in 1980. The school is located on a large attractive landscaped campus in the southwest of the city. It is directly adjacent to The Westwood Business Park and the University of Warwick and is ideally situated to promote strong links between higher education and business. We are fortunate in receiving sponsorship and support from local businesses for the celebration of student achievement and development of the school.
· We are a designated Technology College.
· We are an 11 - 18 comprehensive school maintained by Coventry Local Education Authority.
· As a community college we cater for students age 11 to 19 and also welcome adults returning to study.
· We are co-educational.
· We are non-denominational (no particular religious affiliation).
· We are totally committed to providing education of the highest quality for all our students so that all achieve the highest academic opportunities.
· We support the City Council's community education policy and promote a wide range of activities for members of the community. 
· We offer a wide range of A Level and Post 16 opportunities, which include both traditional academic courses, as well as vocationally based courses.
· We offer the full range of GCSE and A Levels which include both the traditional academic courses, as well as the newer vocational courses GNVQ intermediate and Advanced, and Btech courses.

APPENDIX E

Useful inks for Teachers

www2.warwick/ac/uk/fac/arts/languages/links

Introduction

Welcome to the 'Useful Links' area for Modern Foreign Language Teachers. This area has evolved as a result of an Excellence Fellowship in Languages at the University of Warwick in 2006.

One of the aims of the Fellowship was to build links between the University's Language Department and local schools. In an effort to build a lasting partnership, an area was created on the University's website especially for Modern Foreign Language Teachers. The area contains a comprehensive list of language websites, each with a short description of their content and usefulness.

It is intended that this area of the website will continue to be updated, beyond the duration of the Fellowship, to ensure that it remains relevant and useful to all who use it. If you have any comments about this area of the website or would like to recommend a link to be added please contact Sharon Cutler by e:mail at 'scutler@westwood.coventry.sch.uk'

General 

ALL The Association for Language Learning

This site requires membership but does allow you to browse useful information and articles about the world of language teaching and also has many useful links. They have also joined forces with the National Centre for Languages CILT to create a website for those interested in ICT and Languages.

Asset Languages
This is a new way of recognising achievement in Foreign Language Learning and of encouraging the lifelong learning of languages. It supports the DfES's National Languages Strategy and is designed to provide accreditation for learners of all ages and abilities. It is tied in with the Languages Ladder and adheres to the principles of the Common European Framework for Languages.

AQA
Online access to the Assessment and Qualifications Alliance, everything you need to know about this examination board

Business and International Communication (SOLVIT)
This is a new and well maintained site by RLN, BLIS and CILT. It is an excellent resource for businesses but also gives teachers an insight into the importance of communication in the International World of Work. The site has a 3 pronged approach under the headings of Spoken, Written & Visual and Cultural communication

Camsoft
A business partnership headed by Graham Davies which specialises in the development and retailing of CALL software, CALL consultancy and ICT training for language teachers. It also has an amazing A-Z Webliography of Websites associated with language learning. This is well worth a visit.

CILT
Now known as the National Centre for Languages, CILT is the Government's recognised centre of expertise on languages. The organisation's mission is to promote greater capability in languages amongst all sectors of the population. It offers a wide range of services for teachers, learners, researchers, users and providers of language services and the business community. It also provides links to other key organisations such as LanguagesICT ( ICT ideas and guidance for teachers), NACELL (National Advisory Centre on Early Language Learning), Languages Work* (Inspiration & Advice for Languages and Careers) and BLIS ( Online Business Language Services).

DfES Languages
The UK Government's Website containing important documents and guidelines referring to the National languages Strategy and the Framework for teaching Modern Foreign Languages Years 7,8 and 9 (2003).

EDEXCEL
Online access to the EDEXCEL examination board.

Foreign Language and Culture
A Website which provides an A-Z of useful links to foreign language sites around the world. 

iLoveLanguages
A comprehensive catalogue of language-related internet resources and information in 76 different languages, from Arabic to Welch. Very easy to navigate and well worth a visit.

Institute of Education
The University of London's website maintained by Dr Norbert Pachler. You can find thematically ordered links to interesting websites for the teaching of French, Spanish, German and Italian. It also has links to educational news, articles and jobs in languages.

Jeopardy
Stu Hasic's 'Double Jeopardy' is a computerised (Windows) version of the TV Quiz Show, but you get to build the questions you like on any subject you like. Ideally suited to languages!

Languages ICT
This Website from CILT and ALL provides a gateway to information and guidance for teachers of languages on using ICT in the classroom. It contains useful ICT ideas, effective language lessons, International ICT news and much more.

Languages Ladder
A Scheme developed by the DfES designed to endorse competence in Foreign Language Learning. This would give people credit for their language skills and form a ladder of recognition from beginner level to a standard which sits alongside GCSE, A Level and NVQs. This site offers all you need to know about this voluntary recognition scheme.

LLAS
The Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies. The Centre is hosted by the University of Southampton. It's mission is to foster world-class education in languages by promoting good practice and identifying emerging issues. The website is a source of information, useful links and resources which promote language learning. They have also developed some excellent promotional material called 'Why study Languages' which can be ordered from them for a small fee.

Le Monde
Keep up to date with current affairs in France with the online version of this French Newspaper.

El Pais
Keep up to date with current affairs in Spain with the online version of this Spanish newspaper.

PodCasts
For those of you interested in making your own PodCasts as a class project or as a teaching tool, the BT website provides a comprehensive guide on how to make a school radio broadcast, called The Internet Radio Kit For Schools. For an example of PodCasting being used successfully in school, visit the Partners in Excellence website, a Scottish initiative, where a range of Podcasts have already been developed to support language learners.

Preparing for Ofsted:MFL This site gives guidance on how to fill out the Self Evaluation Form (SEF) and lots of advice and guidance on how a Modern Foreign Language department should be managed, from lesson monitoring to gathering evidence.

La Repubblica
Keep up to date with current affairs in Italy with the online version of this Italian newspaper.

Research into ICT & MFL
Does the use of ICT really impact on pupil learning and attainment in MFL? These 2 reports by BECTA attempt to answer this question using key research evidence. Report 1: ImpaCT2 (part 4, Section 9 - MFL) and Report 2: What the Research says about using ICT in MFL. Interesting reading.

Spiegel
The online version of the German magazine Spiegel.

Sueddeutsche
The online version of this German Newspaper.

Teachernet
A site developed by the DfES as a resource to support the teaching profession. Its section on Learning and Teaching using ICT is particularly helpful, as is the Online Support Pack for ICT & MFL which contains lesson plans, multimedia resources, ICT support materials, video clips and case studies of good practice.

TES
The online version of the Times Educational Supplement

Topmarks
A continually updated database to help you find the best education resources on the internet, in all subjects.

Teachers' TV
An online version of the television channel for teachers. The Video Library for MFL is particularly useful as it contains a range of videos for pupils. It also has videos for teachers which deal with issues surrounding Engaging the Class, Assessment for Learning and ICT & MFL, and much more.

Training and Development Agency (TDA)
A rich source of information for teachers and anybody considering a career in teaching.

QCA
The Qualification and Curriculum Authority, responsible for regulating, developing and modernising the curriculum, assessments, examinations and qualifications.

Video Conferencing
There are two useful websites run by Robert O'Dowd to provide Foreign Language educators with useful links and resources, for exploiting video conferencing technology, to develop their students' foreign language skills. The first site is Video Conferencing in Foreign Language Education and the second is Telecollaboration.

Die Welt
The online version of the German newspaper.

Primary

Ashcombe School Modern Foreign Language Department
http://www.ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk/Curriculum/modlang/
A superb website for free online resources. It has a nursery, primary and Chinese ‘Treasure Chest’ of resources. It offers a wealth of materials on European awareness, including photos of Spain, France and Germany. It also contains a list of useful web links for primary schools.

A Tantôt
www.atantot.com
A wealth of interactive games, songs and resources for KS1 and KS2, ideal for the interactive whiteboard.

Aux Petitesmains
http://auxpetitesmains.free.fr/
An authentic French site which is excellent for cross curricular links particularly with art and design and cookery. It offers guidance on how to make cards, gifts and displays for all the key celebrations and events in France. For example there are ideas for Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day, Easter, Mardi Gras, Christmas, Halloween and birthdays. The layout is particularly impressive as it has catergorised activities according to age groups (A partir de 2 ans, a partir de 3 ans, a partir de 4 ans etc).

BBC Primary French
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryfrench
Video streams enable pupils to hear language used by real French children . The video clips are ideal for stimulating role play. The site also offers songs, games and printable resources.

BBC Primary Spanish
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryspanish
This site has a different layout to the French website from the BBC. It has a section on cultural awareness, a section on holidays, a section on classroom language and one on Christmas and New Year. It is ideal for use on the interactive whiteboard but also has activities which could encourage individual and pair work.

Blinde Kuh
http://www.blinde-kuh.de/
An authentic German website intended for primary children in Germany. Everything is written in the target language but there are plenty of pictures to offer guidance for the non-specialist. It contains games, music, films, childrens’ stories (age 6+) and much more.

Catherine Cheater Scheme of Work
www.tlpubs.co.uk
Teaching and Learning Publications (TLP) have produced 30 x 30 minute lesson plans for French (£150). Years 4-6 to follow. This approach aims to give children a love of the language in a creative way. Supplementary materials are available but at an extra cost.

Chez Mimi/Hennings Haus
www.ltscotland.org.uk/5to14/c4modernlanguages/index.html
Collaboration between Channel 4 and the Scottish Government to support the learning and teaching of French and German in Scotland.

Comptines
www.comptine.free.fr/
Downloadable sheet music, some with sound files.

Early Start French Pack
www.earlystart.co.uk
Starter Pack 1 and 2 cost £64 (video option) or £75 (DVD edition). The focus is on speaking, listening and cultural knowledge . although there is a teacher’s manual, which gives lots of guidance on language teaching and methodology, there is no scheme of work as yet.

French Resource File KS2
www.icpuk.co.uk
LCP has produced a range of French resources and lesson plans that can be ordered from this site (£109.95). A major strength is the wealth of ready-made resources and teacher support as well as cross-curricular activities that this course offers.

KS2 Framework
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/publications/languages/framework
Everything you need to know about the KS2 Framework for Primary Modern Foreign Languages.

Kidsweb
http://www.kidsweb.de/
An authentic German website for German children. It has many downloadable resources including games, quizzes and seasonal activities. A colourful and carefully designed website which children would find very appealing.

La Jolie Ronde
www.lajolieronde.co.uk
Two files can be ordered from this site, one for Years 3 and 4 and the other for Years 5 and 6 (£175+VAT). Spanish and German equivalents will be ready in January 2007. The inclusion of songs and ICT activities to accompany the scheme is a bonus for busy teachers. Quite a lot of input required from the teacher in some of the lessons.

Language Investigator 
www.language-investigator.co.uk
The Language Investigator Website is aimed at primary school teachers but could also be used in KS3. The site, developed in Coventry, supports teachers who wish to introduce a multillingual dimension into their lessons. The site provides a number of opportunities for investigating languages together with links to multilingual materials which support the teacher in developing them. Enhances literacy, promotes cultural cohesion and develops thinking skills. Well worth a visit.

Lexique
http://lexiquefle.free.fr/
Excellent for introducing new vocabulary in French and for testing memory and pronunciation, ideal for the interactive whiteboard. Many topics are covered including parts of the body, the time, numbers, family members, countries and much more

Linguaprime (French)
www.linguaprime.com/default.htm
£39.99 for annual site subscription.

Momes.net
http://www.momes.net/
An authentic French site intended for French children. It has information on cinema, television, books, music, shows, debates, stories, songs and poems. Very easy to navigate.

NACELL
www.nacell.org.uk/resources/online_res_fr.htm
As well as the most recent information about primary languages and early language learning, this site also gives a list of approximately 30 links to primary language websites. You will find many on this list but there are some more, this list is by no means exhaustive.

Northumberland
http://ngfl.northumberland.gov.uk/languages/
Ideas for using storytelling in primary language teaching. The story of Goldilocks is available in French, Spanish and German, with Big Book versions available. It also has activities related to the Euro which could be used in numeracy or to increase intercultural awareness. Finally there is a section devoted to Spanish SMART Notebook resources.

Pbskids
www.pbskids.org/caillou
Games, stories, music and colouring activities.

Primary French
www.primaryfrench.co.uk
Free online resources on a wealth of topics, ranging from animals and numbers to weather and clothes.

Primary French Starter Pack
www.CollinsEducation.com
This set of lesson plans and resources have been produced in collaboration with a DfES/CILT good practice project. As well as the KS2 framework it draws on the National Literacy Strategy by encouraging learners to compare grammar and structures to their own language. This resource is easy to use and has good cross-curricular links and teaching and learning strategies but little in the way of authentic materials.

QCA KS2 Schemes of Work for French
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes/primary-mfl/?view=get
Rigolo
www.nelsonthornes.com
An interactive whiteboard is a must for this course (£260). The resource pack extends the course beyond the whiteboard with big books and puppets (£250). Non-specialist teachers have have access to a range of support with video case studies showing examples of implementation in the classroom and a “virtual teacher tool”. A fun and motivating course but quite expensive if all of the resources are purchased.

Sunderland Schools
http://www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/secdepts.htm
Offers a wide variety of high quality ideas and resources for KS1 and KS2 in French, German and Spanish. Over 30 lesson plans available to download with free resources to help deliver them, each set of lesson plans has a pupil workbook available to download too. It also offers displays, puzzles, games, starters, plenaries and thinking skills. Highly recommended.

Tout le Monde
www.tout-le-monde.co.uk
This set of resources can be accessed via a CD option or online subscription (approximately £100 per year). Heinemann has produced a range of stimulus material such as an electronic big book and a set of interactive pupil activities for independent learning. The intercultural strand is demonstrated through videos and presentations between a French and an English Primary School. Assessment tasks are included which are matched to the Languages Ladder. Excellent resources, activities, cultural references and opportunities for independent learning and assessment. Online subscription is expensive.

Voyage
http://the–voyage.com/
An authentic German site intended for primary pupils in Germany but made in alliance with British teachers. The site is available in English and German and contains quizzes, games, stories, current affairs and much more.

Key Stage 3

adodoc.net
This website can be used in class with the assistance of a teacher or also in the home for individual study. Levels are awarded and defined in accordance with the Common European Framework for Languages.
A Tantot
An excellent website with online resources for French and German. A perfect resource for the Interactive Whiteboard with a range of starters, plenaries, games, videos and exam tips/activities. The site caters for KS2, KS3 and KS4.



        <p>If you use Équipe as your courebook in Year 7 there is an online resource to support you and your pupils. There are also links to Équipe 2 and Équipe 3.</p>


        <h3><a href=" 
The Euro: Our Currency

Everything you need to know about the Euro with images of each denomination of coin and banknote with the opportunity to view the currency from each member state.

Fichiers Direct File
This is part of the Becta website and hosts a collection of ICT activities for pupils learning French in Key Stage 3. Based on word processing and text manipulation in French, the activities cover grammar, vocabulary and topics frequently taught in Year 7. The Units of work link directly with QCA KS3 Schemes of Work for French.

French Assistant
This site allows you to learn and practise French using online language lessons. Requires registration.

Frenchteacher.net
A site for French teachers and their students, maintained by Steve Smith from Ripon Grammar School which has its own language website with useful links and activities in French and German. Frenchteacher.net has regularly updated free resources and links to other very useful language sites such as Languages Online. Well worth a visit.

German Steps
An online course for beginners who wish to learn German. It has tips on grammar, pronunciation and cultural awareness.

Goethe Institute
This site hosts a wealth of links to other German websites. It also has a range of online materials for teachers and learners of German such as lesson plans, interactive resources and videos.

Hot Potatoes
An impressive piece of downloadable software which allows you to design and develop your own interactive quizzes. You can also customise by adding sound and picture files, links for these are also available on the HotPots site.

Language Guide
This site offers free, sound integrated resources for learning languages. It is a registered non-profit organisation. Excellent for seeing and listening to authentic pronunciation on a range of topics and in a range of languages, including French, Spanish, German, Italian, Portuguese, Mandarin Chinese and more.

Language Investigator
The Language Investigator Website is aimed at primary school teachers but could also be used in KS3. The site, developed in Coventry, supports teachers who wish to introduce a multillingual dimension into their lessons. The site provides a number of opportunities for investigating languages together with links to multilingual materials which support the teacher in developing them. Enhances literacy, promotes cultural cohesion and develops thinking skills. Well worth a visit.

Lexique FLE
An excellent site for introducing new vocabulary in a variety of topics. Provides downloadable resources, ideal for the interactive whiteboard, with clickable pictures, with sound files and consolidation activities.

MFL Games
This site provides a range of games for learners of French, Spanish and German. Good for consolidation or revision of vocabulary, however some of the games make excellent starters and plenaries for the interactive whiteboard.

MFL Resources
A vast amount of resources and materials for teachers and learners of French, Spanish, German and Italian. It offers a variety of worksheets, ready-to-use powerpoint presentations and games for both KS3, KS4 and KS5. Excellent.

MGS Online
Musselburgh Grammar School in Scotland has developed an excellent website with an impressive 'Learning Zone'. Subjects form all areas of the curriculum are covered. The MFL section concentrates on French and German. There is a section for pupils and teachers with internet challenges, ICT in MFL ideas, Language game templates, language posters, pupil aide-memoires and much more. Highly recommended.

Paris
A wonderful website created by Christophe Laroy with over 40 interactive activities all relating to Paris.

The Paris Pages
A virtual tour of Paris, very easy to navigate.

Phonétique
A website to support pronunciation in French, with soundfiles attached. It has guidance and exercises on intonation, phonems, vowel sounds and liaison between words.

Picture Dictionary
The Internet Picture Dictionary provides a range of flashcards, gapfills, word scrambles and stinky spellings in French, German, Italian, Spanish and English.

Quia
This website contains a section for students and independant learners. It offers a range of games and quizzes in all areas of the curriculum, languages covered are French, German, Japanese, Latin, Italian and Spanish. A very good resource for the interactive whiteboard or for independant revision of vocabulary.

RTL
The German television station online, with news,weather,sport, music, videos, quizzes and games.

Si,Spain
A wealth of information on Spanish current affairs, politics, history and culture. A good site for pupils carrying out research on spain.

Spell Master
SpellMaster.com allows you to create interactive 'Flash' games, which allows dragging and dropping of answers. Create online and then save to use offline.

Spanish Language
Contains useful language facts and information about news, travel and culture in Spain. The 'resources' section provides an extensive list of useful links to equally helpful sites for learners and teachers of Spanish.

St Peter's School, York
A wealth of resources and links, mainly for French but some links for German and Spanish too. Links to French television, radio stations, newspapers (national and regional), Music, Art & Culture and cinema. Also has links to language research sites, sites which promote careers in languages and much more. Well worth a visit.

Super Language Sites
Maintained by Jim Becker. Hundreds of useful links for learners and teachers of French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, Japanese and Russian. Well worth a browse.

Teacher's Pet
For teachers to download Teacher's Pet, they must first agree to upload and share a creation of their own such as a lesson plan, a set of flashcards etc. Teacher's Pet allows teachers to transform any text into a fun classroom activity, for example crosswords, flashcards, bingo cards, verb tense exercises, gapfill activities and more.

Trinity and All Saints Comenius Centre
Maintained by the Comenius centre in Leeds, this website provides news on National Language events, Primary Languages and also has a 'Resources' Site. If you click on 'Resources' this will give you access to many Teaching and Learning materials in French and German.

TV5
The online version of the French TV Channel., with news, weather, sport and cinema. The music section has video streams of selected French artists with the option of seeing the lyrics. There is also a 'Langue Française' section which contains quizzes, games, translations and even Sudoku using letters.

Usina Quiz
A multitude of downloadable, interactive resources for teachers and learners of French. It contains games, quizzes, grammar exercises and even Mr Potato Head in French to describe parts of the face using adjectives. Superb!

Verbix
An online verb conjugator in every language imaginable. Would provide excellent support for pupils doing extended writing or written coursework.

WebGerman
A multitude of resources for teachers and learners of German, ranging from powerpoint presentations with sound in the 'Animated Grammar' section to videos and audios in the 'Online Interactive Learning' section. Excellent!

Zut!
An excellent site for teaching & Learning resources in French, German, Spanish and Welsh. Subscription is required to use the site between 9.00-4.00pm, Access is free at all other times.

Key Stage 4

Ashcombe School's Language College Modern Foreign Language Pages

This is an excellent website for both Teachers and Pupils. It has a range of materials, exercises and advice for 5 different languages across a number of key stages (KS1- KS4). At GCSE, materials comply with AQA GCSE Specifications in French, German, Spanish and Italian. There is also a section devoted to Mandarin Chinese.

À Tantôt
An excellent website with online resources for French and German. A perfect resource for the Interactive Whiteboard with a range of starters, plenaries, games, videos and exam tips/activities. The site caters for KS2, KS3 and KS4.

BBC Jam
The BBC's new website offers materials on a variety of subjects. The French section is aimmed towards KS3 and Spanish will soon be available. It is certainly worth a visit to sample its listening and reding materials but it is not always easy to navigate.

BBC Languages
An informative site with a wide range of learning materials in French, Spanish, German and Italian. It also provides programme listings for all programmes, films and documentaries to be shown by the BBC. This site is complimented by BBC Bitesize which hosts a range of revision materials for languages aswell as other subjects.

Bof!
This offers a variety of crosswords, comprehensions and gapfill activities for French. It was developed by Steve Glover who has also produced the Really Useful French Teaching Site and the Really Useful German Site which both cater for Secondary Level.

Bonjour
This site hosts a range of resources for school learners of French but has now become part of a commercial site, Linguascope, which requires subscription but does offer some free material.

Bonjour de France!
An online, interactive magazine with a wide range of activities based on grammar, vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, world news and games. Ideal for revision and cultural awareness.

Booking Rail Travel in France & Germany
Simply visit L'Agence de Voyage en Ligne at www.sncf.fr where pupils will be able to consult timetables and book tickets on an authentic French website. The German equivalent can be found at www.bahn.de.

Frenchteacher.net
For French teachers and their students, maintained by Steve Smith from Ripon Grammar School which has its own language website with useful links and activities in French and German. Frenchteacher.net has regularly updated free resources and links to other very useful sites such as Languages Online . Well worth a visit.

Free Vocabulary Builder
A FREE Windows application that helps you learn vocabulary in a foreign language quickly and easily, by Andrew Quilley. It also has other useful language links. Well worth a look.

German Studies Trails on the Internet
Designed by Andreas Lixl, Professor of German at the University of North Carolina. He dedicates much of his time to updating his website with a wealth of resources and links to support German Language learners and their teachers. Some very useful resources and materials, well worth a look.

Hot Potatoes
An impressive piece of downloadable software which allows you to design and develop your own interactive quizzes. You can also customise by adding sound and picture files, links for these are also available on the HotPots site.

Juma
An online German magazine for teens. It also has a range of useful links for German teachers.

LinguaCentral
This site hosts a range of Spanish, French and German resources, including MFL Games which offers a variety of materials suitable for Starters or Plenaries on the Interactive Whiteboard. This site provides support for GCSE and A'Level, in each language, with a collection of useful links and resources.

Linguascope
An excellent site for teachers and learners of French. It provides teacher training materials, French for early learners, French for GCSE and an interactive activity maker. It requires subscription but does offer some free materials.

MFL Resources
A vast amount of resources and materials for teachers and learners of French, Spanish, German and Italian. It offers a variety of worksheets, ready-to-use powerpoint presentations and games for both KS3, KS4 and KS5. Excellent.

MGS Online
Musselburgh Grammar School in Scotland has developed an excellent website with an impressive 'Learning Zone'. Subjects form all areas of the curriculum are covered. The MFL section concentrates on French and German. There is a section for pupils and teachers with internet challenges, ICT in MFL ideas, Language game templates, language posters, pupil aide-memoires and much more. Highly recommended.

RealFrench.net
Maintained by Manchester Metropolitain University. This is a useful website for teacher and able learners of French. It provides an indepth exploration of grammar, with audio examples and games to test understanding. Caters for intermediate and advanced level. Requires subscription.

Spanish Cooking
The 'A Cocinar' website provides an online cookery book of authentic Spanish dishes aswell as a guide to Spanish restaurants and a list of recommended recipe books. Ideal for cross curricular links in School with Spanish, Food Technology, Catering and Leisure and Hospitality.

Spanish Language
Contains useful language facts and information about news, travel and culture in Spain. The 'resources' section provides an extensive list of useful links to equally helpful sites for learners and teachers of Spanish.

Spell Master
SpellMaster.com allows you to create interactive 'Flash' games, which allows dragging and dropping of answers. Create online and then save to use offline.

St Peter's School, York
A wealth of resources and links, mainly for French but some links for German and Spanish too. Links to French television, radio stations, newspapers (national and regional), Music, Art & Culture and cinema. Also has links to language research sites, sites which promote careers in languages and much more. Well worth a visit.

Super Language Sites
Maintained by Jim Becker. Hundreds of useful links for learners and teachers of French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese, Japanese and Russian. Well worth a browse.

Tagesschau
Video and sound clips of German news items.

Trinity College, Dublin
Authored and maintained by Klaus Schwienhorst. An extensive catalogue of Language Learning links which are easy to access due to the user-friendly layout of the site. All links are put into catergories and sub-catergories such as Music & Songs, Culture, Arts and Geography, in 3 different languages French, German and Italian. Excellent!

TV5
The online version of the French TV Channel., with news, weather, sport and cinema. The music section has video streams of selected French artists with the option of seeing the lyrics. There is also a 'Langue Française' section which contains quizzes, games, translations and even Sudoku using letters.

Usina Quiz
A multitude of downloadable, interactive resources for teachers and learners of French. It contains games, quizzes, grammar exercises and even Mr Potato Head in French to describe parts of the face using adjectives. Superb!

WebGerman
A multitude of resources for teachers and learners of German, ranging from powerpoint presentations with sound in the 'Animated Grammar' section to videos and audios in the 'Online Interactive Learning' section. Excellent!

