RCUK Fellowship in French Medieval Studies

Introduction

This RCUK Fellowship in French Medieval Studies is one of only a few such Fellowships currently to be funded in the Humanities in the UK.  It is designed to enable the Department of French Studies to maintain and develop its long-standing research presence in French Medieval Studies. The successful candidate will have a strong record of research achievement in any area of Medieval French and/or Occitan Studies. The Fellow will contribute to the Department’s commitment to research and teaching across a broad historical spectrum from the Middle Ages to the present, and be able to develop links with other Departments in relevant areas.  

During the five years of initial RCUK funding, the Fellow will be expected to carry out high-quality research and will take on a reduced teaching load, with no administrative duties. At the end of the award period, the Fellow will normally proceed to a permanent academic position in the Department and will be expected to take on a standard Departmental load of teaching (usually 8-9 hours per week), administration, and research.  For the first three years of the Fellowship, the teaching load will normally consist of four hours per week (over 21 weeks), made up of two weekly language classes and two weekly hours of specialist medieval teaching, in the first instance probably two Topics in French and Francophone Culture to be devised by the Fellow in consultation with the Head of Department. There will be subsequent opportunities to devise a final-year Medieval Special Subject and to contribute to the first-year module in French Culture and Society from the Middle Ages to the Revolution.

The Department of French Studies

The Department has had a strong record in teaching, curricular innovation, and research. Since 1986 it has consistently been placed among the best in the country for the quality of its research work and in the 2001 RAE it was rated 5A. In 1996 it received a score of 21 in the Teaching Quality Assessment Exercise.  With this Fellowship, and with an appointment at Lectureship or Senior Lectureship level also to be made shortly, the Department of French Studies will comprise eleven full-time members and one half-time member of academic staff, one postgraduate research fellow, three part-time language and literature tutors, and three lecteurs/lectrices.  The Department has a young profile, with seven of the present 10.5 permanent members of academic staff aged under 40.  It is one of only a few Departments in French Studies in the UK that is currently expanding its staff numbers.   

The University has shown in recent years its strong commitment to the development of Modern Languages by investing in new senior and junior appointments in French Studies, Italian Studies, and in Italian Studies and Classics.  The three Modern Language Departments (French Studies, German Studies, and Italian Studies) have administrative autonomy within the Faculty of Arts, with issues of common interest being dealt with by the Modern Languages Committee, which is made up of representatives from the three Departments and the Language Centre.  

Undergraduate Studies

There are currently nearly 400 undergraduates in the Department reading for degrees in French Studies, English and French, French with Film Studies, French and History, French Studies with German, French and German Studies, French with International Studies, French Studies with Italian, French and Italian Studies, French Studies with Sociology, and History of Art and French Studies.  In addition, modules (notably Contemporary France, which combines modern French politics with written and spoken French language) are provided for students in the Faculties of Social Studies and Science.  Despite the national downturn in applications for language degrees, undergraduate recruitment in French at Warwick continues to be strong, with targets having been exceeded in the past three years. The Department has also been able to increase its offer grades and is currently expanding collaboration with other Departments in the Faculty (notably the History Department) in order further to consolidate its position.

The Department is committed to chronological diversity and to an intellectually challenging and innovative approach to French Studies. Interdisciplinary in nature, the degree programmes offer a wide range of modules covering French language, literature, social and cultural history, film, history of art, media, philosophy, sociology, and politics.  Typical final-year (year-long) Special Subjects taught by staff in the Department include: Women and Gender in Medieval France; Love, Language, and Power in Early Modern France; Francophone Caribbean Writing; Media in France; the Radical Right from Pétain to Le Pen.  Other current (ten-week) final-year modules include: Passion & Society in Medieval Romance; France and the Crusades; French Comic Fiction; the French Revolution; Drama and Melodrama from Diderot to Hugo; Writing Identities in the Twentieth Century; The New Wave in French Cinema; Representations of the Holocaust; Modern Sexualities; France and Algeria, Colonial and Postcolonial Conflicts; and States of the Nation, French Cinema and Society from 1990 to the present.  Students in the second year can choose year-long modules on French Cinema, Postcolonial Literatures in French, and Modern French Thinkers (from Rousseau to Bourdieu).  Other second-year (ten-week) modules include: Presentations of the Self in Early Modern France; Images of Motherhood in Seventeenth-Century France; Prelude to Revolution; Collaboration and Resistance in French Fiction and Film; French Women Writers since 1968; Images of Paris in Fiction, Painting, and Poetry; Molière and Lafontaine; Immigration and Identity; Politics and Intellectuals from Zola to the present; Black, Blanc, Beur: Paris on Film.

Students are also required to study other related academic subjects, either as options or as obligatory elements within a given degree course. For French Studies, during the three years of full-time study at Warwick, students may choose options in French history, political institutions and society, philosophy, political thought, law, sociology, art history, and cinema.  Specialist modules will often be taught in other Departments by experts in the subject.  Students may also take modules in other languages taught in the Language Centre.  For French with International Studies, students take at least one module each year in the Politics and International Studies Department, and can choose options in French law, French politics or modern French history. For French with Film Studies, in the second and final years of the degree, students take modules in Hollywood, French, and other European national cinemas, which introduce them to the methods and problems of film history and interpretation. In French with German Studies and French with Italian, students take one language module in the subsidiary language in years 1 and 2, and may do so in the final year or choose to replace this language module by a content module, involving literature, film, or other areas.  Degrees in French and German and French and Italian are evenly divided between the two relevant language Departments, with students taking one language module and one content module in each language in each year of study, and having a choice as to the main country of residence for the year abroad.  English and French is a fully integrated degree, jointly taught by staff in the two Departments, with one core comparative module taken in each year, as well as further modules in English literature and French literature, culture, society, or politics.  For French and History, students follow complementary modules in both disciplines, to a roughly equal extent. Students following these joint degree courses may also take final-year special subject modules appropriate to these degrees. 

All undergraduates study the modern French language, written and spoken, and spend a year abroad, in most cases in a francophone country, usually as assistant(e)s, or on work placements, or through the Socrates exchange programme the Department has with Nanterre, Caen, Grenoble, Dijon, and the Sorbonne. The Department also has a lecteur or lectrice exchange programme with the Universities of Nanterre, Pau, and Dijon.

All staff in the French Department teach written French language (translation, writing in French, and other skills), contribute to one or other of the four first-year introductory modules (French Imagination, Modern and Contemporary France, French Culture and Society from the Middle Ages, Approaches to Reading in English and French), and offer specialist modules covering a range of different topics.  The teaching load in the Department is allocated equitably among all staff, and currently stands (on average) at around 8 contact hours per week. Teaching relief is given for the more onerous administrative roles, such as Head of Department and Admissions Tutor.  Newly appointed staff are normally in the first instance placed on probation, with probation covering the first four years of appointment, though these requirements may be varied in the light of the experience and employment history of the successful candidate.  Probationers are expected to follow the modules leading to the Warwick Teaching Certificate and have a reduced teaching load of no more than 70% of the average.   

Graduate Studies

The Department has a strong record of achievement in postgraduate work. Current provision consists of the M.A. in French Culture and Thought, which has been designed to draw on established Departmental research strengths and to develop new areas of graduate study.  Candidates may also take the M.A. in French Studies by research.  At present, the Department is able to offer bursaries for graduate study to up to four successful applicants.  Candidates for the taught M.A. follow a two-term core module (Intellectual Contexts) and two one-term option modules, chosen from a list currently comprising the following: Books, Subversion, and the Republic of Letters; Reason and Revolution in Eighteenth-Century France; France and its Others; Postmodernity in French Theory, Fiction and Film; French Cinema & Society 1958-74; Cultural Policy in Modern France; Derrida and Literature.  (These modules are also available to students following other, interdisciplinary M.A programmes within the Faculty.)  M.A. students also write a 12,000-word dissertation.  Other M.A. modules are in development.  

The Department is also closely involved in interdisciplinary graduate work in conjunction with other Departments or Research Centres, contributing a module (‘Derrida and Literature’) to the M.A. in Philosophy and Literature (taught under the aegis of the Centre for Research in Philosophy and Literature), and a module entitled ‘European Cultural Policy I (France and Germany)’ to the MA programme of the Centre for Cultural Policy Studies.  Staff also participate in the teaching of the Centre for Renaissance Studies and the Centre for Caribbean Studies.  In recent years, the Department has supervised to successful conclusion Ph.D. work in a variety of areas, notably in modern and contemporary French literature, film studies, medieval studies, and contemporary French politics, culture, and society. The record of the Department in promoting graduate work in French studies is outstanding and is reflected in the unusually high number (over forty) of academic staff in French Studies in British universities who began their careers as research students in this Department.

Research

The Department is committed to high-quality research across a broad chronological and interdisciplinary range of French and francophone Studies. This includes Medieval French and Occitan studies (Linda Paterson), the literature and culture of the Early Modern period (Ingrid De Smet and Cathy Hampton), eighteenth- and nineteenth-century literature and culture (Kate Astbury, Akane Kawakami, Jim Shields), modern literature, culture, philosophy, and intellectual history (Colin Davis, Sam Haigh, Jane Hiddleston, Leslie Hill, Akane Kawakami), francophone Caribbean and North African studies (Sam Haigh, Jane Hiddleston), French cinema (Sam Haigh and Leslie Hill), the history of the media, educational and cultural policy since 1789 (Jerry Ahearne), and contemporary French politics (Jim Shields).  In RAE 2001, as in 1996, all permanent staff were returned as research-active. 

The University supports research with a normal study leave allowance of one term in every seven and encourages applications for additional research funding from the AHRB, the British Academy, and the Leverhulme Trust. Grant applications are very effectively supported by the University’s Research Support Services and by a specialist Faculty Research Development Manager.  In the last three years, four members of staff have each successfully applied for matching funding to the AHRB Research Leave scheme.  Linda Paterson, in collaboration with staff from other institutions, is currently the holder of an AHRB Resource Enhancement Award for a critical edition of the complete corpus of Medieval Occitan dialogue poems (tensos and partimens).  The Centre for Renaissance Studies, with which the Department of French Studies enjoys a close collaborative relationship, recently won a three-year grant from the Mellon Foundation in the United States for a collaborative programme to be carried out in conjunction with the Newberry Library.
Research in French also enjoys a high profile in the University because of the presence in other Departments of distinguished specialists with a strong interest in work in French, such as Ginette Vincendeau (Film and Television Studies), Paul Smith (History of Art), Colin Jones, and Roger Magraw (History), Miguel de Beistegui and Keith Ansell-Pearson (Philosophy), Roger Duclaud-Williams (Politics), and Thomas Docherty and Peter Mack (English and Comparative Literature). In particular, there are a number of Medieval specialists in other Departments in the Faculty, including notably Peter Mack and Christiania Whitehead (English), Simon Gilson (Italian), and Penny Roberts (History, specialising in late medieval and early modern history).  

Staff in the Department of French Studies are active in various interdisciplinary research groups in the University; these include the Centre for Research in Philosophy and Literature, the Medieval Studies Seminar, the Centre for the Study of the Renaissance, the Eighteenth-Century Reading Group, the Centre for Cultural Policy Studies, and the Centre for Caribbean Studies, which is also home to the UK Society for Caribbean Studies.  

Library resources for French Studies at Warwick are strong, particularly in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and in modern French literature, history, film, philosophy, and politics. The library's Marandet collection of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century plays, now numbering over 4000 items, is a unique resource. The Department's policy is to expand library holdings to reflect research specialisms of staff members and postgraduate researchers. The ICT infrastructure at Warwick is well developed, with on-line access to other libraries, databases, and journals significantly augmenting library holdings. 

For further details of staff research and publications, please visit the Department website: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/french/
Members of the Department

Professors: 

Colin Davis, B.A., D.Phil. Oxford (until March 2005)

Leslie Hill, M.A., Ph.D. Cambridge, FBA (Acting Head of Department till March 2005)

Linda Paterson, M.A., Ph.D. Cambridge

Senior Lecturers: 

Jerry Ahearne, B.A., D.Phil. Oxford (Head of Department from April 2005)

Ingrid De Smet, M.A. Leuven, Ph.D. Cambridge 

Sam Haigh, B.A. Birmingham, M.A., Ph.D. Nottingham

Jim Shields, M.A., Ph.D. Glasgow

Lecturers: 

Kate Astbury, B.A., Ph.D. Exeter

Cathy Hampton, B.A., Ph.D. Durham

Jane Hiddleston, M.A. Cambridge, M.A., Ph. D. London

Akane Kawakami, B.A., M.Phil., D.Phil. Oxford

AHRB Research Assistant

Anna Radaelli, Laurea Milan, Doctorate Perugia

Postgraduate Research Fellow

Thierry Hoarau, M.Phil., St Andrews

Part-time Language and Literature Tutors 

Hélène Duclaud-Williams, L.-es-L., D.E.S, Sorbonne; B.Phil.Ed., Birmingham

Béatrice Julé, Licence, Maîtrise, Aix-Marseille; CAPES

Siân Miles, B.A., M.A., University of Wales 

