LN101 Languages and Cultures beyond Boundaries – Term 2, Week 9
Questions for seminar week 9: Daniel Kehlmann: Measuring the World (trans. Carol Brown Janeway, London: Quercus, 2007), chapters 1-7

For this week, we will focus on chapters 1 to 7, i.e. ‘The Journey’ to ‘The Stars’.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Find out some basic background information about Carl Friedrich Gauss and Alexander von Humboldt.
· Look up: Georg Forster and James Cook, 
· Explain the title with reference to the main protagonists
· Compare and contrast Humboldt’s and Gauss’s understanding of science. What kind of knowledge is each of them after, and how? Are there aspects of life they do not understand?
· What else do we get to know about their personalities? What made them who they are?
· What is the purpose / are the purposes of travel in this narrative? How is travel connected to Colonialism? How is science and measuring connected to issues of power and control?

In order to gain a better understanding of Humboldt’s approach to science and his understanding of unknown cultures, it might be useful to look in some more detail at two specific chapters, ‘The Cavern’ and ‘The River’:

 The Cavern:
· P. 57: Discuss Humboldt’s philosophical outlook and its influence on his journey. How do the natives perceive him?
· P. 57-58: Compare and contrast Humboldt’s approach to the ‘other’ with that of the missionaries.
· P. 59-60: Compare and contrast Humboldt’s scientific approach to the world with the natives’ belief system.
· P. 63-64: Is the purpose of this journey entirely scientific?
· P. 65-66: Discuss the limitations of Humboldt’s scientific approach to the natural world.

The River

· P. 90-91: Discuss the relationship of experience and representation in the episode with the Jaguar. What brings about the mismatch between the two?
· P. 96-98: Why does Pater Zea relate the story of the three explorers?
· P. 100-101: Discuss the episode in the Burial Cave with reference to the natives’ and Humboldt’s opposing perspectives. In what way does Humboldt fail to recognise ‘otherness’?
· P. 107: What goes wrong when Humboldt presents the Goethe poem – and why?
· P. 108: What is the purpose of measuring the world for Humboldt?
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