
France 1940–44: Vichy France and the Resistance
The timeline of Defeat: the collapse of the Third Republic and the birth of the Vichy regime
	10 May 1940


	German offensive begins



	27 May–4 June


	Dunkirk



	10 June


	Mussolini declares war on France; Paris declared an open city as the government leaves for Tours

	14 June


	Germans enter Paris; the French government leaves Tours for Bordeaux


	16 June


	Paul Reynaud resigns; Marshal Pétain becomes Premier


	17 June


	Pétain issues radio broadcast in which he states that ‘Il faut cesser le combat.’ He does not mention either an Armistice or that France has been defeated.                                                           



	18 June
	General de Gaulle issues his ‘Appel du 18 juin’ on the BBC from London. Very few people in France actually hear his appeal (it is repeated on the 22nd June) 

	9 July
	Sitting at the Grand Casino in Vichy, the Assemblée Nationale and the Senate vote overwhelmingly (by 624 to 4) to revise the Constitution of the Third Republic.

	10 July
	Both houses of parliament vote full constitutional powers to Marshal Pétain, by 569 votes to 80, with 17 abstentions.

	11 July
	In a series of Constitutional Acts, Pétain declares himself ‘Chef de l’État français’ and names his successor, Pierre Laval. The Vichy regime is born.


1. Exode


· 6-10 million people on the road in France

· Population of Chartres fell from 23,000 to 600 overnight

· Exode subject of numerous literary and cultural representations including Casablanca (1942) and Irène Némirovsky’s Suite française (published posthumously in 2007)

2. Aftermath of the Defeat
· Armistice: France to maintain her navy and colonies, political and administrative authorities, but to be divided into zones, with her army reduced to 100,000 men. 

· Causes of defeat? Marc Bloch blamed many elements in French society, from military leaders to workers and factory owners, even ordinary soldiers lacking the patriotism of 1914. Pétain was to blame the individualism, political feuding, and moral decadence of the Third Republic.  

3. National Revolution 

· Pétain possesses more political power than Louis XIV following July votes and Constitutional Acts. He combines executive, judicial and legislative functions and can govern without consulting parliament. Both the Assemblée and the Senate are sent home.
· Pierre Laval appointed Prime Minister (dismissed 13 December 1940; returns 18th April 1942)

· Vichy’s ‘National Revolution’ aims for national renewal around the concepts of Travail, Famille, Patrie (a slogan formerly used by the Parti Social Français in the 1930s)

· Certain citizens soon excluded from this new community, among them Communists, Jews, and Freemasons

	Pétain and the National Revolution
15 August 1940: ‘La vie n’est pas neutre: elle consiste à prendre partie hardiment. Il n’y a pas de neutralité possible entre le vrai et le faux, entre le bien et le mal, entre la santé et la maladie, entre l’ordre et le désordre, entre la France et l’anti-France.’
15th September 1940: ‘‘Dans l’ordre nouveau que nous instituons,  la famille sera honorée, protégée, aidée. […] Nous n’épargnerons aucun effort pour préparer à la Patrie, les hommes et les femmes de travail et de devoir dont elle a besoin.’




3. Collaboration
· Pierre Laval hoped for French participation in the German-dominated New Order

· Pétain claimed that collaboration would shield the French people from the worst excesses of the Occupier’s demands

· Collaborationists (e.g. Jacques Doriot, Marcel Déat) saw Vichy as reactionary and fascism as more dynamic

· Prefects might collaborate for practical reasons, e.g. to negotiate on behalf of the local population

4. Accommodation and Resistance
· Early resistance came from atypical individuals, such as Jean Moulin, prefect of Chartes, who refused to accept German demands and later joined de Gaulle

· But as Vichy’s effectiveness as a ‘shield’ diminished, so the idea of resistance received wider support among the French population

· Horror at the Rafle du Vél d’Hiv (July 1942) or opposition to the Relève (June 1942) and then the Service du Travail Obligatoire (February 1943) turned many ordinary people against Vichy
	Charles de Gaulle and Resistance

L’Appel du 18 juin 1940:‘Quoi qu’il arrive, la flamme de la résistance française ne doit pas s’éteindre et ne s'éteindra pas.’


Pétain on the causes of Defeat


20th July 1940: ‘Moins forts qu’il y a vingt-deux ans, nous avons aussi moins d’amis.  Trop peu d’enfants, trop peu d’alliés, trop peu d’armes. Voilà les causes de notre défaite.  [….] Depuis la victoire [de 1918] l’esprit de jouissance l’a emporté sur l’esprit de sacrifice. On a revendiqué plus qu’on a servi.  On a voulu épargner l’effort; on rencontre aujourd’hui le malheur.’
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