A Qowmmq of Technical Terms
to help you write 3 commentary v

Connected words,
' €.g. «Pour gui gont ces gerpents qui gifflent HUr vos tétegos
(Racine, Andromague) .

hhhnhgohuﬁuoc:v" evoking a person, object or idea without referring
te him or it explicitly, [verb: to allude toj

anaphora {noun) : repetition of the same word or expression at the
Ummw:swdo of successive phrases or lines,
E.g. <«De tous les deux catds i’ai des pleurs 3 répandre;/ De
tous les deux c8tds mes désirs sont trahis» AOOHDW%HH0~
Horace) .

antithesis {noun): the ucxnvamwnMOS of two Opposites oy Go:nHmmnwam
words or ideas.

bathetic {adjective): the effect is bathetic (from the Greek noun
- bathos, depth) when a Jow or ludicrous word or idea suddenly intrudes
into an elevated text.,

E.g. Moliédre, Le Tartuffe, III, i:

Que la foudre sur l'heure achéve mes desting,

Qu‘on me traite partout du plus grand des faguins

8°il est aucun respect ni pouveir qui m’arréte,

Bt si je ne fais pPas quelgue coup de ma tétet

chlagmus {noun) inversion in the second phrase of the word order (or
the order of ideas) followed ipn the first, Hence: chiastic
(adjective),

@.g. to stop too fearful and too faint to go. .
The word chiasmus ig derived from the Greek letter chi or khi (x),
because jif You write the two phrases underneath cne another you can
link the corresponding words or ideas Crosswise, with a chi,

te stop MUVAﬂM too fearfyl

too faint to go

@uphemigm (noun): a word ©r phrase which éxpresses a blunt or harsh
idea in a gentler, softer way, or by awamsmuwaa it. '
e.g. «to pass away» for «to die»,

genre (noun): type of work, either in prose or with 2 distinctive

metre, and a particular length and content. The rujes that govern a
barticular genre may vary according to Hwancm@m or country, ang may
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change with time, Examples of wwnmwmwk genres are: (ip verse) the
epic, the sonnet, the epigram; {in Prose} the novel, the novella;
(in prose or verse, according to the period) tragedy, Comedy |
The adjective is generie, .
bnb&gn&%m (noun) : eXpression of 4 complex idea {e.g. a noun ¢+ °
adjective) by two words placed at the same level. These are usually
connected by ang (French: et). The term wmzummakm is deriveg from
the Greek hen dia duocin; one nrwau.vw two) .
®.g. «in gold ang goblets» for «in golden goblets»; «njice and
warm» for «nicely warms,
®.g. «Un temple rempli de veix et de priéres» {i.e.: de priéres
exprimées 3 haute voix) (Lamartine),

hyperbole {noun}, hyperbolical Anmu»onw<mv“ exXaggerated statement pot
to be taken wwnmﬁnwww.

irony {noun}, ironic or ironical ﬂn&umnn»<mv" figure of style by
which one Says one thing but makes clear that one Weans another
{often the OPposite), In everyday use, we speak of irony when a
Speaker adopts another Person’s point of view or a laudatory tone for
the purpose of ridicule, In wwnmﬂwncwm~ irony often refers to the use
Om‘bwaEuQm with an innex meaning for a priviliged audience and an
cuter meaning for the berson addresseg

~> tragic irony is & common H»nmﬁmn< device by which the
author makes his characters Utter a statement which the
audience understands ag ominous or prophetic bue whose deeper
significance is unsuspected by them.

ubnshnakn:mkmnﬁ {noun}: a Hmwmnmommrwb between two {or more) texts,
which may include allusion or overt reference reference by one to the
other(s), in which the later text is frameq 2% a response to the
earlier text.

Nounﬂunuﬁs -1F - {noun): inp music ang literature: theme associated
throughout a Plece or work with some person, situation, Or sentiment;
hence, a Tecurring phrase or image, .
litotes {noun) ; ironical :zamwmnhnmamsn. especially expression of ap
affirmative by the hegative or jtg contrary:

2.g. «je ne nierai point. . .» (Racine) for Au.m<osm...v.

metaphor (noun), metaphorical (adj.): the application of 4 name or
descriptive term to a Person or object, to which it jig wznawnmnw<mw<
but not Hwﬁmnmpwﬁ applicable, This substitution often happens on the
basis of an implicit comparison,
2-g. <«ma flamme» for «mon amour» (because my love ig like a
flame),

OxXymoron (Roun): the pointed combination or uconHOmwnwoz of
Seemingly contradictory eXpressions.

e.g. Faith unfaithfyl kept him falsely true.

Note: this is much more specific than an antithesig,

Pathos (noun), Quality jpn speech or writing that excites pity or
sadness, Adjective, pathetic,

=> pathetic fallacy: crediting wmmﬁwsnnm things withi human
emotions,
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