Gargantua Seminar 1: Teaching, learning and reading

Please note that a number of editions of Gargantua were published in the sixteenth century. These have differing numbers of chapters. The livre de poche edition that we are using has 58 chapters, 2 more than some other editions. If you do not have the livre de poche edition of the work, please check your edition. If it has 56 chapters, please adjust the reading below accordingly. If in any doubt, please check with me.

Reading

The Prologue to the text, including the title page and the Aux Lecteurs (expect to find this difficult!)

Chapters 12/13 (‘l’invention d’un torchecul’)  – 14/15;  20/21 (‘L’estude de Gargantua’) - 23/24

Read these chapters in English first, then take a look at the French to get a feel for it.

Research

Look up the following terms in the Rabelais Encyclopedia, available online through the library catalogue:

· Printing
· Scatology
· Education


 Questions on the text

The Prologue:

1. What is the tone of the Prologue? 
2. What kind of questions about reading and interpretation are posed, and in what ways? 
3. What use does the narrator make of classical authorities in the Prologue? 
4. Does the Prologue present a clear ‘message’ to its readers? 

Ch 12/13: l’invention d’un torchecul

At this point in the text, Gargantua has been shown to be an enthusiastic, creative but rather disorderly child. Your extract begins as the young Gargantua demonstrates his rather misplaced intelligence to his father Grangousier!

1. What different forms of comedy are present in this chapter? 
2. Analyse the use of scatological language in the chapter. 




Chs 20/21 – 23/24

[bookmark: _GoBack]Here Gargantua is shown to be a poorly-educated youth. He has to be purged of his old habits (with hellebore) before embarking on a new and much healthier educational programme devised by his new teacher, Ponocrates. He is accompanied by a band of companions, including Gymnaste and Eudemon. 


Chs 20/21 – 21/22 (‘L’estude de Gargantua’)

· How does Rabelais go about showing the weaknesses in Gargantua’s old educational programme?
· What do you make of the list of games in ch 21? What effect does it have on you as a reader?

Chs 22/23 – 23/24 (‘Comment Gargantua fut institué par Ponocrates’)

· Draw up a list of the educational aims set out in the new programme.
· Identify the different subject areas that the programme seeks to cover.
· Analyse the methods by which Gargantua is taught. How are these shown to be effective?
· Examine the importance of ancient authorities in the programme.
· What role does religion play in the programme? 
· Identify the stylistic devices Rabelais uses to present this programme as something both beneficial and pleasant for mind and body.



