Gargantua week 2: Rabelais the polemicist: religion and reform; satire and censorship


Research

Research the following in the Rabelais Encyclopedia:

1. Reformation
2. Evangelism
3. Censors and Censorship
4. Erasmus

Reading

The Sorbonne and Specious Arguments: chs 17 – 20. 

In ch 16, Grangousier is finally brought face to face with his son’s inadequate education under old schoolmasters when he meets Eudemon, a youth educated along new humanist lines, who puts his son to shame by being the very embodiment of eloquence. Grangousier appoints Eudemon’s tutor, Ponocrates, to take over his education, but before the process of purging and re-educating begins, Gargantua, Ponocrates, Eudemon and Gymnaste go off to Paris. What follows is a very funny episode that combines giant humour with a satire of the Sorbonne faculty of theology and Parisians in general. 

1. Analyse the use of scatological humour in ch 17.
2. Analyse the use of ‘marketplace’ language in ch 17 (look at your notes to see what was present in the 1542 edition)
3. Think about the language associated with Janotus de Bragmardo. What are its characteristics?

The Siege of Seuillé: chs 27 & 40

This siege is part of the chapters on war (more of which next week). It introduces us to one of the most iconic characters in Gargantua: Frère Jean, the fighting monk.

1. Draw up a portrait of Frère Jean in ch 27. To what extent can he be described as heroic? 
2. Itemize the criticisms levelled at monks in ch 40. 
3. Which aspects of this chapter might be described as ‘evangelical’ or reformist in tone?

Pilgrimages: chs 38 & 42

1. Analyse the connections made between pilgrimages and superstition in chapter 42. What literary / linguistic techniques does Rabelais draw on to emphasise these? 
2. What other criticisms are levelled against pilgrimages?
3. Read the extract from Erasmus’s Praise of Folly listed on the Gargantua web page. How does this enhance your understanding of the criticisms levelled at superstitious behaviour by reformers? 

For all of these episodes, also bear in mind the following questions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· How does Rabelais use humour? What kind of humour?
· How inventive is his use of language? Give examples…
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