Racine: Phèdre. Seminar 1
1. Research:

a. Look up 'tragedy' in Aristotle's 'Poetics' (use the Past Masters e book here: http://0-pm.nlx.com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/xtf/view?docId=aristotle/aristotle.00.xml;chunk.id=div.aristotle.pmpreface.1;toc.depth=2;toc.id=div.aristotle.pmpreface.1;hit.rank=0;brand=default You will need to put ‘Poetics’ into the search and click on link on LH side of page).  What defines tragedy according to Aristotle? Read sections 6 – 11, 13 – 16 and 18. 
b. Find out about Parisian theatres in mid to late seventeenth-century France. Amongst the questions you might consider:

a. How were they structured?

b. Who attended them?

c. How were they regulated?

d. What kind of plays were performed in them?

2. Characterisation. Examine the play’s 5 central characters: Phèdre, Oenone, Thésée, Hippolyte, Aricie. How relevant for our understanding of these characters are the critical opinions listed below? Think about how Racine dramatizes these characters and their relationships (remember that you are analysing a piece of theatre, not a novel…)
a. ‘Oenone’s earth-bound values are in opposition to Phèdre’s otherworldly concerns.’ (BRAGA).

b. ‘Phèdre is portrayed as an emotional cripple and a dysfunctional wife.’ (BRAGA).

c. ‘Aricie burns with the will to dominate even though [she is] politically disenfranchised. For Aricie […] love resembles a game of conquest.’ (HOYT ROGERS)
d. ‘Hippolyte is the character who runs away, and continues to do so throughout the play. Though it is never actually asserted, his weakness is expressed in almost every word he says.’ (GOLDMANN, trans. By Alastair Hamilton).

e. ‘Thésée, the man of action, is brought low by his own impetuous nature: he is perpetrator rather than victim.’
